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Editor's note :

As we end another Iranian Calendar year and approach our glorious Nowruz
celebration on the first day of spring March 20th, 2019 | was once again reminded
that we have much more to do as the messengers of Zarathushtra.

With his beautiful universal message that has no bounds and doesn’t single
out a sect, gender or group | have sadly seen current day prejudices in places
and from people | least expected. People in positions of influence who can be a
community member, leader, teacher or an activist voicing their unfounded beliefs
that if you are not born to Zoroastrian parents you cannot become part of this
community and you can do whatever you want in the privacy of your home but we
don’t recognize you as one of us.

There is absolutely no foundation for this thought process in the Zoroastrian
religion. It may have been acceptable to understand that historical persecutions
led to this frame of mind in the past but it cannot be rationalized in today’s
society. There is not a shred of evidence in documents that have reached us
today from our founder himself to condone this mentality and we must all use our
Vohumana and wisdom to think before we speak. As wrong words spoken before
a young crowd of enthusiasts could have life lasting effects.

May we all choose to sanction superstition and old stigma and promote the
essence of Zarathshtra’s message in the coming spring. Happy Nowruz

Ughta,
Fariba
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Professor Insler received his B.A. from Columbia University (1957), did postgraduate studies at the
University of Tubingen (1960--1962), did research at the University of Madras, and received his Ph.D.
from Yale University (1963) at which time he became a member of its faculty. He later became the

Salisbury Professor of Sanskrit & Comparative Philology in Yale's Department of Classics; chaired
the Yale Department of Linguistics (1978 -1989); and became Professor Emeritus of Linguistics
upon his retirement in 2012. Professor Insler was a world renowned scholar of ancient Indo--Iranian
languages and texts, and in fact, one of his insights is enshrined in Indo-Iranian linguistics as "Insler's
Law". He was widely published, and was a member of many professional societies. He will be greatly
missed by his friends and colleagues.

Celebrating Dr. Stanley
Insler (1937 - 2019)

by Dina G. Mcintyre

Professor Stanley Insler, a giant in the field of Gatha
studies (among other fields), departed this life on January
4,2019. His life is worth celebrating. His 1975 translation
of the Gathas -- widely recognized as a modern standard
-- opened up a whole new universe of Zarathushtra's
ideas, like fireworks in the mind. For this, | will always
be grateful to him. His translation decisively counters
those (academicians) who expressed the opinion that so
"primitive’ a society could not have produced such lofty
thoughts.

Professor Insler had a great sense of humor. He was
often kind and generous with his knowledge which he
shared with Zoroastrian communities by lecturing on
Zarathushtra's teachings throughout the USA, India,
and Europe. He spoke at the First Gatha Colloquium in
1993, held by the World Zoroastrian Organization (WZO)
in England, and at many of the WZO's Summer Seminars,
during which he developed a warm friendship with many
in the audience. At WZO's 25th Anniversary Celebrations,
Professor Insler was awarded the honor of being made
a Fellow of the World Zoroastrian Organization for his
extensive and on-going contributions to the knowledge
and understanding of Zarathushtra's teachings.

In a middle aged search for my roots, | tried to learn
Zarathushtra's teachings by reading available literature. |
was struck by the wide diversity of views - so much of it
simply expressing opinions, unsupported by evidence.
Yet we are so lucky! We are among the few religions of the
world, who have our founder's own words.

Professor Insler's translation of the Gathas brings us
Zarathushtra's own words. His translation is both

insightful, and linguistically up to date. When we
read a "free" translation, we are stuck at the level of
understanding of the translator. Itis only when we read as
literal a translation as possible, that we begin to glimpse
Zarathushtra's own thoughts. True, any translation of the
Gathas is bound to have some interpretation in it, because
the Avestan language itself has inherent ambiguities,
and has not yet been decoded 100%. And | do not always
agree with some of Professor Insler's interpretations.
Yet despite our disagreements, he freely allowed me to
use his translation for my writings and my website. That
showed a rare generosity of spirit. Without his translation |
would never have discovered Zarathushtra's amazing and
beautiful thoughts.

We Zoroastrians like to point out that Cyrus the Great
freed the Jews from capitivity in Babylon, allowing them
to return to their own country. And Darius the Great gave
them gifts of money to help rebuild their Temple. Well
those ancient gifts of freedom, and help in rebuilding,
have now been abundantly returned to us by their
descendent, Professor Insler who has brought us the gift
of Zarathushtra's own words.

Rabindranath Tagore said: "Death is not the end. It is
putting out the candle because the dawn has come.
Somehow Rest in Peace does not seem to fit Professor
Insler's personality. So let us wish him joy in the dawn of
whatever new adventures are ahead of him.
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THE PRECISE IRANIAN CALENDAR
and THE ZOROASTRIAN RELIGIOUS

ERA made simple
Ali A. Jafarey

The Year

Human beings, like all other animals, have reckoned the
seasons right from the dawn of their evolving existence.
With the progress of time, they based the month on the
waxing and waning phases of the moon, and also found
out that there are twelve "moons" and a fraction of a day in
a solar year. Those to whom the seasons were not of great
importance, counted the twelve moons only and cared less
for the solar year. They followed, and still follow, a lunar year.

Those who were to abide by regular seasons for their flocks
and fields, had to count and, as far as possible, synchronize
the lunar and solar years. Some did it by intercalating one
moon every three years and later learned to have further
adjustments to keep the year in tune with the seasons.

True solar year, also known as “tropical” year, was a later
discovery. The tropical year, based on the four seasons,
is precise. It is 365.24224 solar days (365 days 5 hr 48 min
45.5 sec), and the tropical lunar year is 354.36708 solar days,
a difference of 10.87516 solar days. We need not go far to
find a workable calendar. Of all the present calendars, the
official Iranian calendar, based on the astronomical system,
is the most scientific calendar in use and bears the names
of what are known as Zoroastrian months. It rightly has the
vernal equinox (about 21st March) at the beginning of the
spring and the year. The fourth month begins on the summer
solstice (about 22 June), the seventh month on the autumnal
equinox (about 23 September), and the ninth month on the
winter solstice (22 December), exactly the way the Pahlavi
books of Denkard and Bundahishn prescribe..

In the true seasonal year, the first half contains 186 days and
the second half about 179.242 days. This means that the first
six months are of 31 days each, the following five months
of 30 days each, and the last month of 29 days, but which
automatically becomes of 30 days in the so-called "leap" year.

The Indo-Iranian Calendar

Evidences from the Avesta and the Vedas show that the Indo-
Iranians, like many other people, followed a lunisolar year for

their animal husbandry and agricultural purpose. The names
of the six Gahanbars, six parts of the Vedic year and the
Achaemenian months, as seen below, show that the calendar
was based on various seasonal phases of the year.

Persians and Other Iranian Calendar

The Persians, Sogdians, Chorasmians, and Armenians, all
Zoroastrians by faith, had their own names for their months.
The names of the Achaemenian months, as given in the
bas-reliefs of Darius the Great are rendered to convey (1)
Irrigation-canal-cleaning month, (2) Vigorous spring, (3)
Garlic-collecting month, (4) Hot-step, (7) God-veneration, (8)
Wolf-birth, (9) Fire-veneration, (10) “Nameless” month, and
(12) Digging-up. Three names have not been given in Old
Persian but we have their Elamite pronunciations and all,
except two, are non-religious terms.

The Achaemenians had numbers instead of names for the
days of the month. (see Old Persian, Ronald G. Kent, 2nd ed.,
New Haven, 1953).

Gathic Clues

The Gathas speak of the paths of the sun and the stars, and
mentions about the waxing and waning phases of the moon,
a sure sign of an accurate lunisolar year. The language used
is astronomical, and it confirms the reports written in ancient
Middle Eastern and Mediterranean writings that Zarathushtra
was an outstanding astronomer also.

It also confirms the statement in post-Sassanian Iranian
astronomy books that Zarathushtra built an observatory
in Zabol, Sistan (eastern Iran) and that it was inaugurated
on 21st March 1725 BCE, the day King Vishtaspa and his
courtiers converted, chose the Good Religion and joined the
Zarathushtrian Fellowship. It also provides us with the clue
that the Good Religion was founded by Zarathushtra, exactly
twelve years earlier on vernal equinox of 1737 BCE.

The Vispered, dedicated only to the six seasonal festivals
"Gahanbars" also showsthatthe early Zarathushtrian calendar
was almost the old Indo-Iranian lunisolar calendar with its
waxing and waning lunar phases. The month was based on
moon's phases, and the year was calculated on the solar basis.
The difference was corrected by an intercalation of eleven
days at the end of the year on the “Hamaspathmaidhaya”
Gahanbar of the vernal equinox. This was 0.12484 day or
2.99616 hours shorter. Only a further intercalation of one
day after eight years (precisely after 8.010253 years), could
keep the seasonal festivals in their proper places. How did
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the Gathic people correct it, we do not know. We know this
much that no complaint has been recorded by them about
the festivals drifting away from their relevant agricultural
seasons. A drift would have brought disaster to agricultural
timings, and they simply could not afford it.

Later Avestan Calendar

Sometime during the later Avestan age, the year was made
into a purely solar year of 365 days with twelve months of
thirty days and the five "Gatha" days as the intercalary period.

The names of the Gahanbars, and those of the Vedic,
Achaemenian, Sogdian, Chorasmian, and Armenian months
show that the names of the pre-Zarathushtrian and Gathic
months must have been based on the seasons and social
activities. "Year" in general was called "yaairi" or "yaari',
but the intercalated solar year was known as "saredha". It
is "tharda" of the Achaemenians, and “sal” in Pahlavi and
modern Persian (compare Sanskrit "sharad’, autumn, year).

Sassanians And Two Calendars

The Pahlavi encyclopedic “Denkard” states: “Exposition in the
Good Religion as to which (of the two years) the solar and the
lunar is (connected with) the important ceremonies of the
faith. Be it known that the solar year is of two kinds. Of these
(two solar years) one is made up by the addition of days, the
other by the addition of hours. The one that is made up by
the addition of days consists of twelve months, each month
of which is of thirty days. The five additional days, required
for the course of the sun through the constellations during
twelve months, are added, and the year becomes one of
three hundred and sixty-five days. The five days, which are
over and above (the thirty days) of each month, are placed
at the end of the last month of the year. These five days are
made up and they are fixed after many calculations.

Besides the sum-total of three hundred and sixty-five days
there are six additional hours (to be taken into consideration).
These hours have to be added every year. These additional
hours make up ONE day for FOUR years, ten days for forty
years, one month for a hundred and twenty years, five
months for six hundred years and one year for one thousand,
four hundred and forty years. The time of six hours should be
kept apart from the last days of the year for many years, till
(the hours) amount to (a definite period of time)."

The Budahishn, in its chapter on “The Religious Year” adds:". .
.The returns to that point, that degree of Aries from which it
had started in the beginning, in three hundred and sixty five

days, and five hours and a fraction, which are one year” The
Pahlavi scripture speaking about the “tropical year” which it
consider as “religious.”

In simple words, the Sassanians continued to maintain both
the "yairi" of 365 days and the "saredha" of 365.24224 days.
The first they called "ushmurdik" meaning "rememberable,
reckonable” and the second "vihezakik" meaning
"progressive, intercalary” While the "rememberable"” was
easy for the laity to memorize and count them by names, the
"intercalary" belonged to the astronomer priests, linked with
the imperial court, to keep the formal year precise and in
tune with the seasons. The “vihezakik” year was the religious
calendar.

The fall of the Sassanian empire fell the astronomer priests
of their high position. Nevertheless, the intercalary year was,
Pahlavi books and the present position of the Qadeemi and
Shahenshahi calendars tell, kept until the 11th century CE.
The decline of astronomer priests put an end to vihezakik, the
solar or the tropical year, and the lay priests have continued
with their "ushmurdik".

This calendar is followed to this day by Iranian Zartoshtis and
some Parsis. It is called Fasli, a modern Persian-Arabic word
meaning "seasonal"

The Month

The month in the Pahlaviwritings is of 30 days unless they add
the word “vihezakik” (solar or tropical). This they generally do
by mentioning the relevant Zodiac sign.

The names of the twelve months in modern Persian and
their Avestan forms with their meanings and corresponding
Zodiac names (plus English meanings) as given by the Pahlavi
scriptures are:

1. Farvardin, Fravashi/Fravarti (Spiritual Guardian), Aries
(Ram), 21 March

2. Ardibehesht , Asha Vahishta (Best Righteousness), Taurus
(Bull), 21 April

3. Khordad, Haurvatat (Entirety), Gemini (Twins), 22 May
4.Tir, Tishtrya (star Sirius), Cancer (Crab), 22 June

5. Amordad, Ameretat (Immortality), Leo (Lion), 23 July

6. Shahrivar, Khshathra Vairya (Worthy of Choice Dominion,
Democracy), Virgo (Maiden), 23 August

7. Mehr, Mithra (Contract Yazata of the Pastoral Aryans), Libra
(Scales), 23 Sept.

8. Aban, Ap, (Water), Scorpio (Scorpion), 23 Oct.
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9. Azar, Athra (Fire), Sagittarius (Archer), 22 Nov.

10. Dey, Dathva (Creator), Capricorn (Mountain Sea-goat), 22
Dec.

11. Bahman, Vohu Manah (Good Mind), Aquarius (Water), 21
Jan.

12. Esfand(-armaz), Spenta Aramaiti (Progressive Serenity),
Pisces (Fish), 20 Feb.

Note: Of these only those in bold letters are the Gathic
"Primal Principles of Life," ‘Azar/Athra’ has been mentioned
in the Gathas as the symbol of the Progressive Mentality
(Spenta Mainyu), and ‘ap’ (water) is also mentioned in the
Gathic texts, but the rest are later Avestan names.

The Week

The early Avestan people had no notion of the week, a period
of seven days now in universal use as a division of time. Week
is a man-made unit..

The 30 Days

The Days of the Month are not mentioned in Avesta and they
only mentioned in Persian. They are (1) Urmazd, (2) Bahman,
(3) Ordibhesht, (4) Shahrivar, (5) Sepandarmad, (6) Khordad,
(7) Amordad, (8) Dey-be-Azar, (9) Azar, (10) Aban, (11) Khur,
(12) Mah, (13) Tir, (14) Gosh, (15) Dey-be-Mehr, (16) Mehr, (17)
Sorush, (18) Rashn, (19) Farvardin, (20) Bahram, (21) Ram, (22)
Bad, (23) Dey-be-Din, (24) Din, .

(25) Ard, (26) Ashtad, (27) Aseman, (28) Zamyad, (29) Mantra-
sepand, (30) Anaram,

The Seasons

The Denkard writes; “This, too, it (the Religion) says, that the
auspicious month Farvardin, the month Ardibehesht, and
the month Khordad are spring; the month Tir, the month
Amordad, and the month Shahrivar are summer; the month
Mehr, the month Aban, and the month Azar are autumn; the
month Dey, the month Bahman, and the month Esfandarmaz
are winter”

Eras

Pahlavi scriptures tell us that the era began from the day
Zarathushtra proclaimed his Divine Mission to humanity. .
They called it the " Sal-e Dini --The Religious Year." The Pahlavi
Book of the Selections of Zadsparam” gives a chronology of
events of the Era from the day Zarathushtra proclaimed his
Divine Mission of promoting the Good Religion to the time
when the crystal clear faith was disturbed. It speaks of the
proclamation on Nowruz of the 1st year; the conversion of
the first companion Maidhyoi-maha in 10th year; conversion
of Kavik son of Kunda in the 20th year; the invasion of
Iranian lands by Khyons in 30th year; birth of Vohumanah
son of Avaraoshtri, a prominent missionary of the Gathic
age, in 40th year; passing away of Asho Zarathushtra on the

day of Khur in the month of Ardibehesht in 47th year (30th
April 1690 BCE); passing away of Ferashaoshtra in 53rd year;
passing away of Jamaspa, Zarathushtra’s son-in-law in 64th
year; passing away of Hanghaurvah, son of Jamaspa in 73rd
year; murder of six prominent personalities in 80th year;
birth of Saena, a great teacher and promulgator of the Good
Religion, who lived for 100 years in the 100thyear; and finally
the 300th year when the Good Religion was “disturbed, and
sovereignty shaken,” perhaps the end of the Kayanian rule.

This religious era is based on the day Zarathushtra declared
his mission on vernal equinox 1737 BCE. It comes to be 3756
on 21 March 2019 CE.

Muslim Arabs and The Iranian Calendar

The Muslim Arabs, who invaded and occupied Iran,
introduced the pure lunar year, their religious year, as the
official calendar. Economic and seasonal revenue collection,
however, forced the Muslim Caliphs to maintain, evidently
by those astronomer priests who had embraced Islam, the
intercalary Iranian year in addition to the Islamic year.

Names of Seasonal Timings
The Gahanbars:

The agricultural people were in tune with nature in their day-
to-day life. They fully knew the solarand lunar movementsand
the changes in the seasons. They had timed their activities to
suit the climate in which they lived. This timetable was kept
in step with the tropical solar year of 365 days, 5 hr, 48 min,
and 45.5 sec, but differed a little on certain points.

Their activities were scheduled to correspond with various
phases of their agricultural life on the Iranian Plateau. It
was divided into six phases. The end of one phase and the
beginning of other were celebrated as a special time of
festivity. The six seasonal festivals were:

(1) Hamaspathmaidhaya, meaning "vernal equinox,’ the 1st
day of Farvardin, the beginning of spring, on or about 21st
March..

(2) Maidhyoi-zaremaya (Mid-spring), 14th day of Ardibehesht,
on or about 4th May

(3) Maidhyoi-shema (Midsummer), 12th day of Tir, on or
about 3rd July.

(4) Paitish-hahya (Grain-reaping), 25th day of Shahrivar, on or
about 16th September.

(5) Ayathrima (no-travel), 24th day of Mehr, on or about 16th
October.

(6) Maidhyairya (Midyear), 15th day of Dey, on or about 4th
January
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Gahanbars and Zarathushtrians:

Asho Zarathushtra, himself born in an agricultural
environment, preached and spread his Good Religion among
people engaged in crop cultivation and animal husbandry.
His dynamic message introduced a completely new order in
spiritual, or better, as he put it, mental sphere and purged
out all evil and superstitious thoughts, misleading words,
harmful deeds, and superficial, superfluous rituals, but
helped to strengthen and promote all the then-existing
constructive activities of a good living. And the Gahanbars
were one of the constructively enjoyable festivals.

Chanting and Feasting:

Avestan evidences, particularly the book of Vispered, show
that the early Zarathushtrians turned the Gahanbar into an
occasion to fit into their new pattern of life. Each festival
was traditionally celebrated for one and later for five days.
They were devoted to reciting, chanting, explaining,
understanding, and holding questions-and-answers on each
of the five Gathas of Asho Zarathushtra. The festival was
rounded up with a feast prepared by collective participation
and efforts, and merrymaking.

Concluding Points

1. The Gathic year was, like other Indo-Iranian calendars, a
precise lunisolar year of 365 days, 5 hours, and a calculated
fraction.

2. Later, the lunisolar year was perfected into a fully solar or
tropical. Fasli, an Arabic term in Modern Persian, is the name
used by the Parsis.

3. The year began precisely on the Hamaspathmaidhaya -
Nowruz on vernal equinox.

4. The four seasons were each of three solar (vehizagi or
Zodiac) months.

5.The Zarathushtrian Religious Era (ZRE) was reckoned from
the Nowruz on which Asho Zarathushtra proclaimed his
Divine Mission.

6. Linguistic and archaeological evidences enforced by
astronomical calculations fix ZRE to have begun exactly 3736
from 21st March 1998.

7. Both the Shahenshahi calendar of the Traditionalist Parsis
and the now almost defunct Qadimi calendar are well out of
tune with the tropical year only because the priests in charge
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have not been first unconsciously and now consciously
neglecting to return to the intercalation religiously adhered
to by the authorities in pre-Islamic Iran.

The Fasli year, officially observed by Iranians -- Zartoshtis,
Jews, Christians, and Muslims -- in modern Iran and
Afghanistan, is the "saredha" of the Avestan people, "tharda"
of the Achaemenian, "Vihezazik" of the Sassanians, and the
"Jalali" of Omar Khayyam. This precise solar year is also
reckoned by all observatories in the world. It is the universal
astronomical and scientific year.

Photo by: Ardeshir Baghkhanian
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he worked as a translator/anthropologist in the Arabian
Research Division of Aramco. In 1991, Dr. Jafarey, with
seven other co-founders, established the Zarathushtrian
Assembly in Los Angeles



How can we unite?

Jamal Suleiman

Assistant Director of the Yasna Organization in
Kurdistan

The question of how we can unite the Zoroastrians of

the world is everyone’s mind. But, why we are hesitating
moving forward to unite all of us as one power and one
community? This is our question in Kurdistan. We know and
historians know that that the Zoroastrian empires run from
Indus valley all the way to Libya. Through various wars by
Alexander and by Islamic Arab invasions, the population
of millions now shrunk to thousands. Of course this left a
bad taste and fear and people lost hope to become united
again. But, today the world is different. The Kurdistan,
which was the battlefield in all those wars, as you all know,
was subjected to destruction. Now the Zoroastrian belief
is reviving. We are increasing in number. This revival and
renaissance needs the united Zoroastrians. Since 2017

we have tried to contact and connect with other world
Zoroastrians and we got a good reception by the CZC and
they helped us contact you all and share the news of our
progress hoping this will cause the Zoroastrians of the
world to unite. To tell you the truth we are not satisfied,
because we are looking for a strong united worldwide
union.

In our attendance at 11th World Zoroastrians Congress in
Perth we were expecting to come out with some decisions
and plans. We were surprised that at the end everyone left
as if going out to a special party event. The banner of the
Congress was “Together- Towards Tomorrow”. That was our
hope; however to our disappointment the banner message
did not seem to be the goal that we are doing anything
towards tomorrow.

We need to deliver the message of Gatha to the world so
we can help to bring justice and peace to the world and to
the region, which we live in. We must plan towards unity
and towards tomorrow. By the way tomorrow is now. We
must unite now.

| believe we should all work together on the following
points to bring all of us together united and strong:

1. Through generations some distance occurred
between various groups of Zoroastrians. We understand
that. Some of those differences may be was necessary to
protect the community left after all the massacres. But,
the world has changed. Yes Islamic State (ISIS) is working
its way on killing and destroying, but our brave men

and women are defeating them in every battle. Well, not
everywhere. In the Afrin district of Turkey the world was
watching but turned the blind eye on us. We realized the
evil is still working in many different ways. That is why we
need to unite.

Despite our differences we have the most precious
common point, which is the Gathas. The Gatha of
Zarathustra is good enough to put all of us on one camp.
The Gatha is our common denominator and all of us agree
on it. This is one important point.

2. The existing status quo is not right. It is similar to
those last days of the Sassanid Empire. The government
and elites where all having a luxurious life. In the meantime
they did not care for the people and even their army. A few
Arab tribes from Yemen and Arabia were able to defeat
them in weeks. They left poor people to fight back with no
government to support. | see the Zoroastrian community
in the similar situation. Some of us are struggling and
others living in ivory tower debating who can attend
certain ceremony prayer. Today, we have the best
opportunity to come back. Please do not waste this time.
It is an opportunity knocking on our doors. As they say
opportunity knocks only once.

3. The next World Zoroastrian Congress must create
a unity and high committee to oversee the world activities
and support in various ways to promote the religion and
develop individuals. Participant must be representatives
of all regions and create programs of developing good
Zoroastrian citizens.

4, Have a single unified message that benefits all.
Developing universities and education materials. Facilitate
the process of the renaissance and return of our lost
brothers and sisters back to our religion. The need for unity
here is very important.

5. 11th Congress was successful in terms of listening
to speakers, food, entertainment, hotel accommodation,
and much good work behind the scene. All of that is
appreciated and one can understand the amount of work
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as well as a financial backing and support that was put
into this. Then what was the outcome? What is the plan for
the next step? What the Zoroastrians plan of action with
regard to the Zoroastrians of Kurdistan, Tajikistan, etc.? My
question is what is the use of this gathering? We all need
to rethink everything. Do we want to walk in the footsteps
of Ashu Zoroaster and bring these ideas to the world? Or
we are happy to be encapsulated and turn to a cult of our
own? Please, do not get mad because we love this path that
we are on and we believe you do too. But, please be active
and come forward and help our cause. We are putting our
lives on the line and you can just support us read about us
and extend a helping hand.

6. With regards to the process of the Zoroastrian
Renaissance in Iraqi Kurdistan, we practice our activities
and religious rites openly under the protection of Law No.
5 of 2015 from the Kurdistan Regional Government. In four
cities there are local committees. But we have financial
difficulties to open more centers, to gather Zoroastrian in
the four cities, for information we currently have “Atashgah”
with the center of the Zoroastrian meetings in the city of Al
sulaymaneyah and one center in the city of Erbil, the capital
of Kurdistan region, so we need help with travel expenses
to follow up activities between these cities, Knowing that
all the expenses of the activities are to promote Zoroastrian
religion. Mrs. Awat Darya’s Zoroastrian activities as the
representative of the Zoroastrians in the Ministry of
Endowment and Religious Affairs in the Kurdistan region

of Iraq since 2015 are all self-funded. Kurdistan region

is in a financial crisis as a result of the war and there are
more than two million displaced in the Kurdistan region
and the financial situation in general is that people are in

a state of depression so that we have difficulty in raising
funds. Therefore, we need financial support to manage
these activities in establishing Zoroastrian religion in the
area permanently and participate in most activities in the
process of peaceful coexistence.

7. In order to continue and strengthen the process
of the Zoroastrian renaissance in Kurdistan, we need

a sustainable financial source in the Kurdistan region.
This can be secured in the future by establishing an
investment project that will serve the Zoroastrians first, in
perpetuating the return of Zoroastrianism and preserving
the independence of the Zoroastrian religion while at the
same time serving the people of the Kurdistan Region, for
example the modern cattle and sheep breeding project
or any other productive projects. The Kurdistan Regional
Government (KRG) currently supports investment projects.
This type of project requires financial support to purchase
agricultural land and to supplement the usual procedures

of the government. The government gives the advances to
such projects. Strategy to support the national economy.
This is a worthwhile proposition not only in Kurdistan, but
in any other region there is a Zoroastrian revival.

8. As for the educational issues of Zoroastrian
religion, we need to prepare, nurture and prepare mentors
and teachers in Zoroastrian education and its distinctive
moral philosophy. We had earlier promises from the
Zoroastrians in California in 2017 when Awat Darya visited
Los Angeles to open courses to train Zoroastrian teachers,
but it was difficult to get the American visa. We have not
been able to send anyone yet. In December 2018, in our
visit to India, we received the same promises from the
Zoroastrians in Delhi Zoroastrian Anjoman. In the near
future, we hope to send young people to receive the
Zoroastrian religion to work on the successful return of the
Zoroastrian religion to its people in Kurdistan.

9. In conclusion, | like to say that, the critical
humanitarian situation today needs to apply the principles
of the Zarathustra. But today the fate of human civilization
is in greatest danger and global peace is threatened

by the existence of huge arsenals of deadly weapons.
Environmental pollution is also on the rise as a result of
technology, both threaten the human civilization. This is
derived from the greed of human mind who follow bad
thoughts, bad words and bad deeds, which was fought by
the Prophet Zarathustra. He called on human beings to
fight it, overcome it with good thought, good words and
good deeds. It is time for the Zoroastrians to rise all over the
world to spread the moral principles of tolerance and the
culture of love and peace and to spread happiness among
human beings in order to advance humankind with science,
so that man can reach perfection and immortality. And of
course, this is never done by saying and hanging in places
of worship to satisfy Ahura Mazda and delighting the spirit
of Zarathustra with traditional pretense. However, all the
principles advocated by Zarathustra are applied in saving
and ascertaining the perfection of human beings, and only
by realizing the actual work and exerting all efforts and
abilities to spread these principles in order to contribute
to changing minds towards spreading love, peace and
happiness among human beings.
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Zoroastrian Studies
Fellowship at UCLA

Thanks to a gift in 2018 from the Trust of Morvarid Guiv, the
Morvarid Guiv Graduate Fellowship in Zoroastrian Studies
has been established in UCLA's Pourdavoud Center for the
Study of the Iranian World. Named after the late Iranian
philanthropist Morvarid Guiv, the fellowship will support
graduate students studying the Zoroastrian religion, its
ancient history, languages, and scriptures. The gift secured
additional matching support from the UCLA Chancellor’s
Centennial Scholars Match program.

The Zoroastrian religion is one of the oldest monotheistic
religions in the world and was the dominant faith of the
Iranian World (including Asia Minor and Central Asia)
prior to the rise of Islam. The fellowship enables UCLA’s
long-established doctoral Program of Iranian Studies to
attract and train new generations of experts exploring the
many facets of this influential, ancient Iranian religion that
continues to thrive today—further reinforcing UCLA as the
premier destination for scholars working on ancient Iran.

“It is a great privilege to host this timely fellowship that
so wholly complements the mission and aspirations of
the Pourdavoud Center and its eminent eponym,” said M.
Rahim Shayegan, Director of the Pourdavoud Center. “The
Morvarid Guiv Graduate Fellowship will not only strengthen
the study of ancient Iran at UCLA, but also ensure that future
generations of scholars pursue research in the languages
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and history of this remarkable religion.”

Born in Iran, Morvarid Guiv and her husband Rustam Guiv
were successful businesspeople who helped Zoroastrian
communities by building schools, low-income residential
projects, and Zoroastrian community centers. When they
immigrated to the U.S., they founded Zoroastrian community
centers in the U.S., Canada and Australia.

Graduate students awarded the fellowship will benefit from
the presence of a strong faculty specializing in ancient Iran
and the ancient world at the Department of Near Eastern
Languages and Cultures, and from the unparalleled resources
of the Pourdavoud Center, the first research institution in the
Western hemisphere that aims to advance the knowledge of
ancient Iranian languages, history and religions. Named for
the late Professor Ebrahim Pourdavoud, a pioneering scholar
of ancient Persia, the Pourdavoud Center aims to engage in
transformative research on all aspects of Iranian antiquity,
including its reception in the medieval and modern periods,
by expanding on the traditional domains of Old Iranian
studies and promoting cross-cultural and interdisciplinary
scholarship. Professor Pourdavoud was the first scholar to
translate the Avesta, the Zoroastrian sacred scriptures, into
Persian.




References have been removed by the publication
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PERSEUS AND THE
PERSIAN RELIGION

Jason Reza Jorjani, PhD

Abstract: Even before the Greek colonization of Iran, there
was a folk lore that the Persian people are descendants of
the god Perseus through the son born to him by Andromeda,
namely Perses. This myth was taken to heart and politically
institutionalized by the Parthian dynasty, Iranians from
Central Asia who brought two centuries of Greek colonial
rule to an end in Iran and who manufactured genealogies
to legitimize themselves as heirs to the Persian Emperors.
They also claimed Perseus as their patriarch. The Parthians
were Mithraists, and an analysis of Mithraic symbolism
and ritual suggests that Mithra is none other than Perseus
himself. This claim has sociological, cosmological, and
psychological dimensions. On a sociological level, Mithraism
or the mystery religion of Perseus was widely understood
by classical authors to be “the Persian religion” with
Perseus himself identified as the arch-magician who made
a hearth for the heavenly fire in Persia when he founded
the Order of the Magi. On a cosmological level, Mithra
qua Perseus was understood to be the agency responsible
for the astronomical precession of the equinoxes. As the
god above the god who designed the astrological sphere,
Mithra overpowers the Gorgon of Fate, namely Zorvan (or
Chronos), by tilting the axis of heaven and shifting the entire
celestial sphere. From a psychological perspective, this
signifies a reaffirmation of the free will that was so central to
the teaching of Zarathustra as against the fatalism that had
afflicted Iran during two centuries of Hellenistic rule.

The myth that Perseus was the patriarch of the Persian
nation had already been opportunistically exploited
by the Achaemenids in their attempts to incorporate
mainland Greece. Many Greeks of the Achaemenid period
relate this heroic genealogy of the Persian people. Skylax
of Caryanda, Aeschylus, Hellanikos, and Herodotus all
connected Perseus with Persia, with Herodotus claiming
that his son by Andromeda, Perses, was patriarch of the
Persian nation. According to his Greco-Persian devotees,
Perseus founded the order of the Magi, having brought
the celestial fire to Earth, and entrusted it to descendants
of his son by Andromeda, namely Perses — the first Persian.
The Byzantine historian Gregorius Cedrenus preserves
this legend concerning the founding of what he calls “the
Persian religion.”
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In the wake of the Hellenization of Persia during the Seleucid
period, the Parthians embraced this idea. Mithradates Il had
himself depicted as Perseus on some of his coinage, which
also featured the harpe sword as well as the crescent and
star. The harpe sword was given to Perseus by Hermes, the
Trickster. The harpe together with the crescent moon and
star is the symbol of the fifth grade of initiation in Mithraism,
the grade of Perses or “the Persian,” and the symbol of the
seventh grade of “the Father” - which refers to Perseus or
Mithra himself - is a curved knife next to a Phrygian cap with
a staff and bowl. This Parthian king, who is the first person
to describe himself on his coins as “Shahanshah of Iran’, had
the epithet Philhellenes or“lover of the Greeks” struck on the
same coinage, thereby reconciling both the Achaemenids
and the Greeks who defeated them, as part of his legacy. He
also referred to himself as Epiphanes or the manifestation
of god. Which god? Mithra. Mithradates | believed that the
Parthian dynasty were descended from Perseus, via his son
Perses. The Gorgon and Pegasus are also depicted on his
coins, as well as those of Mithradates Ill and IV.

Mithra is none other than Perseus himself and the bull-
sacrifice or tauroctony imagery at the heart of the Mithraic
mystery is an astrologically encoded version of his heroic
Gorgon-slaying. Mithra is a youth wearing a tunic and a
Phrygian cap. He stabs the bull with a small dagger in his
right hand while holding its head up with his left hand. He
looks away from the bull as he stabs it in the neck. He is atop



the bull, with his left knee bent and his right leg extended.
It has been noted by art historians that the looking-away
of Mithra from his aim and deed is not at all consistent
with classical art, and has only one precedent: Perseus
averting his eyes from Medusa as he decapitates her. The
constellation of Perseus is directly above the constellation
of Taurus. The most ancient depictions of Perseus show him
wearing a Phrygian cap just as Mithra does. It is the cap of
Hades, which renders the wearer invisible. It was given to
him by the nymphs as a tool to use in the task of slaying
the gorgon Medusa. Mithraea were built underground, and
an underground cavern was believed to be the birthplace of
Perseus.

The Gorgan is the androgynous deity of Time known as
Zorvan in Persian and Chronos in Greek. The leontocephalic
god in Mithraic iconography is a reference to the Gorgon
archetype. The most archaic Gorgon images have leonine
animalistic faces, with snakes emerging from the hair
and entwining the body as in the case of the Mithraic
leontocephalic god. Some Mithraic sculptures even feature
a lion on one side and a Gorgon on the other. This was
also the case in the colonnades of buildings associated
with Mithraism, whose marble columns sometimes had
alternating lion and Gorgon heads depicted on their upper
ledges. While the Gorgon is female and the leontocephalic
Zorvan is assumed to be male, the latter’s genitals are
covered by the serpents entwining its body so that its sex is
in question. Zorvan is hermaphroditic. The lion-headed god
of Mithraism is to Mithra as the Gorgon is to Perseus.

Mithra takes the power of the Gorgon and thus becomes
lion-headed himself. Some classical sculptures depict this.
The Orphic Phanes, entwined by the serpent Chronos,
breaks out of the cosmic egg, and on his chest he bears
the lion-head symbol of Mithra. Some classical inscriptions
suggest an identification or syncretization of Mithra and
Phanes. Likewise with Mithra and Aion, a youth who turns
the zodiac in Greek mythological images. The ultimate
legacy of this idea is the heraldic standard of the Persians
(Parsian), the harpe-sword wielding lion with the sun rising
behind him. The lion and sun symbol, especially considering
the harpe sword in the lion’s hand, represents Mithra having
conquered Zorvan or Fate — as in the expression: “fortune
favors the bold." This heraldry combines the symbols for the
fourth, fifth, and sixth grades of initiation in Mithraism, the
grades of Leo, the Persian, and the Solar Charioteer.

Under influence from Greek fatalism, the battle between
the forces of Ahura Mazda or “Ohrmazd” (Middle Persian for
Ahura Mazda) and Ahriman was recast as a gigantomachy
whose main protagonists, the Lord of Light and the Lord of
Darkness, are twins born of Time and controlled by fate. The
twelve constellations of Ohrmazd and the seven planets of
Ahriman are part of a heartless celestial machinery, Sepehr,
whose turning wheels mercilessly deal out fortune and,

more often, grave misfortune to the men at their mercy.
Zorvan, the progenitor of both Ohrmazd and Ahriman is the
god of earthly birth, death, and decay in Mithraism. Some
residues of this remain in references to Zorvan that were
not expunged from the Middle Persian scriptures of the
Sassanian period. “Zorvan is the god of death,” and as the
Shikandé Gomani Vazar puts it, this god is “nearer to man
than the jugular vein.!” That is quite clear from descriptions
of Time in the first chapter of the Middle Persian text
Bundahishn. Another Pahlavi text warns: “For Zorvan there
is no remedy. From death there is no escape” The heavens
are a machinery of death. Sepehr, the celestial sphere or
firmament, is the body of Zorvan and it dispenses both
good and bad fortune, being alternatively called “the good
Spihr” and “the evil Spihr” It is through Sepehr that destiny
is apportioned on earth. The Sepehr is viewed as having
begun as a seed into which finite Time enters before it grows
through all the stages of an embryo and ultimately becomes
the material Cosmos.

In Mithraism, the struggle that takes place between Ohrmazd
and Ahriman over the course of the twelve zodiacal epochs
is characterized, in Greek terms, as a gigantomachy. Mithraic
iconography includes depictions of the Gigantomachia,
which is essentially a story about the overthrow of Chronos
(Zorvan). These include a depiction of Saturn handing
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over his thunderbolt and scepter to Jupiter, marking the
passage out of the golden age. The mutability of the reign
of the god-father is in evidence here. Astrological and sexual
symbolism pervade the Mithraic account of this cosmic war
between the gods and titans.

Plutarch describes Mithra as the mediator who arbitrates
the contract that defines the terms of engagement between
Ohrmazd and Ahriman during the cosmic war. Mithra was
the god of contracts, oaths, truth and trust. The handshake,
as a sign of trust (that one is not carrying a weapon) in
greeting a friend or closing a business deal, originated
within the Mithraic order. There is no evidence for it as a
common custom in Europe prior to the spread of Mithraism.
The earliest depiction of this is a first century relief of Mithra
shaking right hands with the Parthian Shah Antiochus.
The Mithraic handshake was referred to as dexiosis and so
initiates of the Order were called syndexioi, “those who have
been united by a handshake” (with the Father). The colossal
tomb of Antiochus | of Commagene (69-34 BC), known as
Epiphanes, at Nemrood Dagh in the Taurus mountain range,
with a distant view of the Euphrates valley, is one of the most
impressive Mithraic architectural sites that survives. The
Nemrood Dagh bas-relief of King Antiochus shaking hands
with Mithra is one piece of evidence in favor of the Mithraic
origin of the handshake.

In his capacity as the lord of oaths, Mithra is judge over the
oaths that each of the two parties swears in their agreement
to abide by the terms of the treaty governing the cosmic
battle. One of the Middle Persian titles of Mihr is harvisp-
patman “he who deals with all treaties” In the Zandi
Xvartak Apastak, Mithra's justice is conceived of in terms
of “just mediation among spiritual and material creatures.”

Eznik confirms that the Magi believed that “the Sun acts as
mediator between Ohrmazd and Ahriman”and as the judge
over them. This cannot be the actual Sun, since the Sun
was produced through the incestuous intercourse between
Ohrmazd and his mother, the hermaphroditic Zorvan. Eznik
is confusing the Sun with Mithra, the Unconquerable Sun.
The sun god (helios) kneels before Mithra in submission,
since as Sol Invictus Mithra is superior to the sol that can be
conquered by night and darkness. Mithra is the Black Sun
that shines amidst the darkness in an inextinguishable and
enduring fashion.

Conclusive confirmation of the role of Mithra as mediator
between Ohrmazd and Ahriman, and judge over both
of them, can be found in a passage of the Bahman Yasht
that, somewhat shockingly from an orthodox Zoroastrian
standpoint, admits that Ahriman has breached the terms of
the contract without Ohrmazd being able to do anything
about it. Consequently, Mithra must retroactively take
remedial action. The Bundahishn has sanitized an older and
more original narrative in which Zorvan, not Ohrmazd, is the
creator of Mithra the Judge over the two brothers who are
her twin sons.

The bull in the tauroctony iconography of Mithraism
symbolizes the constellation Taurus, while Mithra or
Perseus, progenitor of the Persians, is Aries bringing the
former zodiacal age to an end and inaugurating a new age.
The Mithraists were suggesting that Mithra is the Lord of
Precession. By comparison to the Earth’s rapid rotation,
precession is a slow wobble in the Earth’s rotation on its axis.
The poles of the Earth trace out a circle over 25,920 years,
causing a change in the stars that appear on the celestial
equator, including the constellation in the night’s sky at the
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point on the horizon where the sun is going to rise on the
equinoxes and the solstices. Over the full cycle of the Great
Year, the 12 signs of the zodiac each spend 2,160 years as the
constellation that the sun rises into at dawn on the Spring
Equinox. That constellation is currently Pisces and is about to
yield to Aquarius as we complete one Great Year and enter
another cycle. Mithra slaying the bull is the Age of Taurus
giving way to the Age of Aries (or Mars, who some Romans
equated with Mithra).

Mithra as kosmokrator (ruler of the cosmos) is depicted
holding a sphere marked by the intersection of the circle
of the zodiac and circumference of the terrestrial equator.
Sometimes he is even depicted in the guise of Atlas, bearing
such a sphere on his shoulder. The identification of Mithra
with Atlas makes sense in terms of the former’s power over
the celestial sphere and its cruel creator. According to Ovid,
there is also a connection between Perseus and Atlas insofar
as it is Perseus who, by showing the titan the head of a
Gorgon, turned Atlas into stone. That the starry sky appears
on the inside of Mithra’s billowing cape is another reference
to him as the kosmokrator.

Atleast by the Parthian period, as areaction to Greek fatalism,
Mithra becomes a being capable of moving the entire sphere
of the fixed stars, a being more powerful than the planets
and the Sun. Most importantly, Mithra would on this basis
be viewed as even more powerful than the creator of the
Cosmos - the being symbolized by the leontocephalic Lord
Time, namely Chronos or Zorvan. He stands outside of the
celestial sphere, which is both the creation and embodiment
of the cruel demiurge, and so he is in a position to change
fate by shifting the axis of the heavens. In a world where the
movement of stars and planets were believed to determine
one’s fate, “the lord of the precession” would have the power
to change fate. To put it in positive rather than negative
terms, this is to grant the human being a free will that
overpowers the cruel stellar machinations of the demiurge
who created the Cosmos. This was conceived of as holding
a royal scepter over the heavens and sovereignty over the
fates. Perhaps this is why the Swastika, a symbol of “good
fortune’, is the “wheel of Mithra” (gardane-ye Mehr). It is the
handle he uses to move the heavens. The celestial bears or
Arktos are the symbol and instrument of the kosmokrator at
the pole.

According to classical thought, the fixed stars rotated
around the fixed polar axis, beginning with “the shining
Bears” (Arktos). In works such as Aristotle’s On the Heavens
this stability is taken to be a symbol of the eternal perfection
of the Unmoved Mover. Cicero, Manilius, and Aratos all
agree. So precession was conceived of as a de-stabilization
of the axis of the Cosmos, the heavenly Logos of which was
supposed to be mirrored in the Nomos of earthly law and
order. This is a very dangerous idea with social, religious,
and political implications.

By overpowering the Creator, Mithra is capable of bringing
a New Age. This was envisioned as a shifting of the basic
structure of the Cosmos itself. In accordance with the
ancient Hermetic idea of “as above, so below” such a shifting
of cosmic order ought to also yield a New World Order, an
epochal reorganization of socio-political systems. When
we combine this astrological metaphor with the view that
Mithra is the “mediator” between Ohrmazd and Ahriman,
as well as the “judge” over them, we arrive at the view that
Parthian Mithraism was about radically reclaiming the
conscientious free will and individual self-determination at
the heart of Zarathustra’s own teaching.

Jason Reza Jorjani, PhD received his BA and MA at New York University,
and completed his doctorate in Philosophy at the State University of
New York at Stony Brook. Dr. Jorjani has taught courses on Science,
Technology, and Society (STS), the philosophy of Martin Heidegger,
and the history of Iran as a full-time faculty member at the New Jersey
Institute of Technology. Earlier he taught Comparative Religion, Ethics,
Political Theory, and the History of Philosophy at the State University
of New York. He is a professional member of the Society for Scientific
Exploration (SSE) and a Senior Advisor to the Executive Committee and
Board of Trustees of the Iranian Renaissance. Dr. Jorjani is the author
of four books, including World State of Emergency and Novel Folklore,
which both pertain to Iran. His first book, Prometheus and Atlas won
the 2016 Book Award from the Parapsychological Association (PA). His
website is: jasonrezajorjani.com
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The Zoroastrian global
communities and the United
Nations Progress and success in
light of respect and cooperation

Dr. khosro Esfandiar Mehrfar

A global initiative has been originated by couple of
Zoroastrians, lead by FEZANA with the help and cooperation
of a few of our zoroastrian leaders. This initiative is an
attempt to address some local, few regional and even global
conflicts that we all have been witnessing over the decades
on an increasingly basis.

As a quick introduction and a brief background United
Nations was formed in 1941 and It took about four years to
draft its Charter. The United Nations Charter clearly specifies
the main goals and objectives of this global institution
which acts as an international governing body overlooking
the relationship between each member nations with the
hope of having a better world for its citizen in terms of
peace, prosperity and progress. The charter in its draft form
was finally ratified and was signed by all member nations in
1945.

Since its establishment almost 75 years ago no major
changes have been made to the original version of the
United Nations Charter. However the world has changed
drastically since then. While for 200 years prior to 1945 many
of the local, regional and even Global Wars that the world
had witnessed were mostly based on expansionism, threat
and even fear of extinction, specifically the two world wars,
very few had been rooted in religions and personal belief
& faith. However since then & specially in the last 40 years,
we are witnessing major conflicts around the world that
are somehow related to religions or made to look related
to religions or even sometimes making it directly related to
one's personal belief & faith.

These conflicts have created disastrous situations dislocating
millions of innocent people from their Homeland and
imposing extreme pressures on national affairs of a few
countries who have been trying to help these refugees in
terms of humanitarian assistance. We have been witnessing
these mass migrations on larger and larger scales in the last
two decades creating on one side a disruptive force for the
refugee communities who are simply seeking a better life in
a safer place which is a very basic and fundamental human
needs and indeed highly respectful and then on the other
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side creating the disruptive force in hosting countries with
usually very different culture which in most cases are not
ready to take care of the large influx of all of these innocent
people. And in this unfortunate forced migaration, we will
be witnessing dilution of one’s identity in historical scale,
extreme stress and pressure exerted on refugees & migrants
due to slow and in most cases lack of adaptation to the
reality of the new world with its fundamentally different set
of social rules, repsect for law, system of conducts & overall
way of life, etc.

Almost 25 years ago | wrote an article addressing a similar
situation. While at that time & in that article the main subject
line was technology specifically related to a brand new
terminology related to an emerging branch of technology
that just had been created & coined as “Global Village’, this
time & in this article, the technology is being replaced by
Humans & the subject line is Humanity, even though the
same metaphor exist in both cases. The title of that article |
had chosen to be “Global village or islands of isolation?” and
| explained if technology & specifically telecommunication
technology which was going to explode due to the expansion
of Internet could not be put in good use to build Bridges
between human Societies in various countries, It in fact will
create islands of isolations between various human societies
and in different countries around the world. This in turn will
put even more distance between relatively developed &
advanced countries such as United States, European Union
and Japan, representing countries on one side of the global
spectrum of nations and the majority of the United Nations
member countries who are considered to be second,
third and fourth world countries on the other side of the
spectrum. Sine then & as we have been witnessing the large
gap between the Haves and Have Nots, between the rich
and the poor and between Advanced countries and the rest
of the world has grown even bigger every single year. The
same concept and metaphor is at work here again, but this
time instead of technology, it is the Humanity and instead of
telecommunication it is Religion.

We all know that the religion of Zarathustra is based on peace
prosperity joyfulness happiness freedom of choice and
respect for all mankind. And looking back at United Nations
Charter we notice that any issues or any matters related to
religion have been either omitted or not considered due
to the obvious fact that United Nations is not a religious
organization and was not established in 1948 to address any
religious matters.

However as mentioned earlier the world has changed in the
last 75 years and currently we see that if not most but at least
some of the major conflicts around the world specifically
in the Middle East have been rooted in religion. Putting all
these facts together the idea of proposing to United Nations



to consider a change which is in fact & more accuratly
“an update” to its Charter to include addressing religious
conflicts was being explored between couple of zoroastrians
in 2015 Parliament of World Religions in Salt Lake City, Utah.

This idea was shared with the leaders of the various religions
and also group of participants at the 2015 parliament of
world religions and was warmly & enthusiastically received.
Therefore it was decided that the idea become an initiative
and shared by millions of people in terms of online petition
so anybody anywhere who cares about peace and prosperity
for All Humanity has a chance to decide on his or her own
and support this petition to be submitted to the Secretary
General of United Nations.

As we all know, our religion is a set of fundamental belief
system that is rooted in Humanity hence as long as Humaity
exisits, our Religion will always be ever-fresh and ever-
last. And as such, simple principles depicted in this official
petition is deeply rooted in the basic fundamental principles
of our Zoroastrian religion & we drafted the petition as such
and based on those principles.

Following is the actual body of the petition which you can
find it online on the home page of FEZANA website as well.

UN Religious Arm

For Global Peace and Harmony
Join us to help United Nations to maintain International
Peace and security

Petition for the establishment of a religious arm of the UN
To Honorable Secretary General, United Nations:

It is our human right to live in a better and more peaceful
world. This is the right of every human being and this is the
goal of UN. Many conflicts resulting in human tragedies are

increasing daily, driven by Clash of faiths and one’s belief,

manipulated by a few.

Times have changed since the UN was established. To keep
the goal intact, the UN should respond accordingly.

A petition was initiated by Federation of Zoroastrian

associations of North America (FEZANA) and Sikh
Community leaders at the 2015 parliament of the world's

religions October 15-19 supporting the formation of the
belief-based arm of the UN to respond to the necessity
of our times and to ensure that the right of every human
being to a peaceful living is respected, preserved and
protected.

Therefore we, the undersigned, respectfully request the UN
to support this critical initiative of our time.

To see the actual petition online and to support it per your
choice, your free will and per your own personal discretion,
please visit FEZANA webisite at www.FEZANA.org

and you will see an icon on the homepage in the upper
section and if you click on that icon, it will take you to the
actual Petition which you can then review.

This is a major Global initiative with possibility of far-
reaching results around the world with positive impacts and
constructive consequences if materializes. we understand
United Nations has its own rules and regulations which we
have been following and we know that there are certain
protocols that need to be implemented & respected by all of
us. If & once this initiative materializes it may be one of the
few major initiatives that have been originated by the global
Zoroastrian communities at this level.

There are still a lot of hurdles to pass but the petition is
gaining momentum everyday and having support from
many corners of the world from various countries and cities
and different individuals and groups of people with diverse
background & wide spectrum of personal belief & variety
of religions. These are the People who feel the necessity
of our time is to have a more peaceful world with better
understanding of each other to live in and then leave it
in a better shape for next generations and many other
generations to come afterwards. After all we are all Humans
& belong to one Family of Humanity, no matter what religion
we believe in

Dr. Khosro E. Mehrfar was born in Tehran,
Iran. He moved to U.S. in 1979 to pursue
his higher education. Dr. Mehrfar has
served the Zarathushti community in
many capacities. He lives in Southern
California with his family.
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Ask Nahid

Dear Nahid,

Why is there so much emphasis on questioning religion
and faith in the Zoroastrian religion? Isn’t it something we
just need to believe and accept?

~Mandana

Dear Mandana,

Curiosity is undoubtably a part of human nature. From the day
we were born, we started growing a muscle in our bodies that
has the function of thought - our brains. The main purpose of
our brain is to process, analyze, deduce, and determine what
the best path forward is for us in any circumstance.

The true essence of Zoroastrianism is progress. Progress
that can only happen through constant healthy debating and
discussions. Without an opportunity to talk things through or to
discuss different opinions and to ask questions of things we do
not know, there would never be any progress. We would all still
be thinking that the sun rotated around the earth. But because
people asked questions and sought the answers to those
questions, we know better today the system of the universe.

Asking questions and questioning your faith is essential to
being Zoroastrian. Consider it the ultimate practice of free will.
By asking questions you seek to answer some action or process
that you will follow or react to. An answer to a question can lead
to a different path in life. By asking all the questions and finding
out as much as we can, we practice our free will to choose and
decide our own path.

In the Gathas, Zartosht spends an entire chapter (Yasna 44)
asking questions. Figuring out what this philosophy and religion
is that he is choosing to practice. He asks questions on the
origin of life, the orbits of the planets, the stars and the essence
of nature. Zatosht asks questions that he himself will seek
answers to in the practice of our religion.

“This do I ask Thee, O Ahura and wish you to tell me truly. Do thou
advise me about thy inspiring faith which is the best blessing for
all the living beings. The faith which is in accord with truth and
helps the progress of the world. Do enlighten, O my Lord, in our
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hearts the light of faith or Armaiti, so that through its light our
actions may turn towards truth and righteousness. Do guide us,
0O Mazda, so that our yearning may be to reach Thee.” (Yasna
44, verse 10 translation by mobed Firouz Azargoshasb)

Your faith strengths with each question that drives you further
and further towards a truth that you reach by using your own
good thoughts to make decisions with every answer. That is why
we call our highest power Ahura Mazda - Greatest Wisdom.
Because you reach your greatest potential in life by seeking out
what your greatest wisdom is. You are the decision maker for
your good thoughts and actions and words.

If you are not questioning your community or yourself, you are
staying stagnant with outdated information. Being outdated
is not progress. Being true to the information you receive and
acting justly and honorably to the truth in those answers you
hear, that is the essence of Zoroastrianism.

Zartosht himself had this thirst for truth and knew that it is in
the core of humanity to seek truth. That we are a curious lot.
That we strive for information. Questioning our origins and our
faith only make us that much stronger in our beliefs because
only then do we have something we can truly follow with our
good minds, good hearts and good souls.

W Nahid Dashtaki completed her master’s
in both Dispute Resolution and Public
Policy from Pepperdine University. She has
received two Bachelor of Science degrees
| in International Relations and Comparative
Literature from the University of California,
Irvine along with extensive international
work experience in the Middle East and
Asia



Sing along
Songs

Roya Behmardian

Sitting in his Michigan State University dorm room, my
father eagerly placed his one and only cassette tape inside
the portable radio beside his bed. As he leaned back and
pressed play, the voice of his favorite Artist, Sattar, softly
filled up the room. Each song felt like a small piece of
home, and after leaving Iran, small pieces of home carried
incomparable value. He listened to those songs every night
before falling asleep--a tradition he'd repeat almost every
night that year.

Almost 40 years later, as | sat in the car with my dad
listening to Arian Band, spotify recommended one familiar
song- “Shazdeh Khanoom” by Sattar. His face lit up as the
beginning started to play, and that’s when he told me the
story about his dorm room. From an old cassette tape to a
spotify download, the music stayed the same--and so did
the joy he felt as heard it.

Though it seems rather trivial, | felt like | understood my
dad a little bit more after that moment, and | felt more
connected to him. It was then that | started to appreciate the
fact that the songs my parents listened to in Iran, the ones
they used to sing to me before | fell asleep, were not only
really wonderful songs, but also ones loaded with so many
personal memories for so many people. | wanted to revisit
the music that reminded my parents and grandparents
of their own pasts, and while doing that, | unintentionally
created new memories with those very same songs.

My mom and aunt sang Googoosh'’s “Gole Bee Goldoon”
to me when | was a kid because they used to sing it to one
another as teenagers in Iran; it was a way to reminisce. |
didn't really know what it was about, but I'd always envision
a white flower pot placed outside a window when I'd listen.
Fast forward to 20 years later, and that same goldoon
appears in my head. Now, | also think about singing

it with my own friends in car rides on trips we've gone

on when | hear it; it adds an added layer of significance

to something already so special.

| used to only attribute Googoosh songs to my family
singing it to me, and now | also get to remember the
night my friend and | had our own Googoosh concert

at home and tried to do the dance she does in the
“Man Amadeh-Am” music video. After that, she also
showed me that Leila Forouhar and Aref eh Aziz did

a recent duet of “Soltaneh Ghalba’, and my spotify searches
went to new places after that.

| owe a lot of my fondest memories to music; some in Persian,
others in English, a few in Spanish, and | don't think those
songs will ever stop being important to me, at least, | hope
they don't. Music’s timelessness can connect people from
different generations and cultures to one another. it can also
grow infinitely more meaningful as people attribute new
memories to old songs, or old memories to new songs.I'm no
musician, but the beauty in all this is that you don’t have to
be to let it shape your everyday moments, and subsequently
to allow it to fill you up with emotions and connections not
otherwise possible.

Roya Behmardian

was born and raised in Southern
California. She has attended
CZC's Persian and religious

classes all through her childhood.
She graduated from UCI with a
Masters of Art in teaching and is
currently an elementary school
teacher
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20ROASTRIAN
Dear friends and congregates, ASSociaTIaN
We are proud to announce that the Arizona Zoroastrian Association, with the aid and assistance of its members and
supporters, is celebrating its twelfth anniversary as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, serving Zoroastrians in Arizona.
This organization was founded with the goal of uniting Zoroastrians as well as promoting the continuation and elevation
of our community outside of our mothers’ land. To that aim, it is our mission to establish a place of gathering and
worship (Darbe Mehr) in Arizona for our congregates. However, to achieve this goal, Arizona Zoroastrian Association
needs your generosity and support. Any donation to the Arizona Zoroastrian Association is fully tax deductible.
To make a donation please mail your check to: Arizona Zoroastrian Association, P.O. BOX 15603, Scottsdale, AZ 85267.
Alternatively, you may deposit your donation in our Bank of America, account number 004379361081.

Sincerely, Arizona Zoroastrian Association Board of Directors T: (480) 779-9411

Anew book:  Gathas The Message of Zarathushtra
Comments and Free Translation by: Daryoush Jahanian
Editing by R. Scott Nelson

This book is published by Next Century Publishing.
Readers can order from any of these online retailers:
Www.amazon.com
http://nextcenturypublishing.com/store/
https://www.goread.com/browse/

Look inside 3

o 2019 gidy) Oblg=> GBlam )5S ) (98 ki) Wslasiuwl disluwe
- — CZC Art Group invites all talented people to perform in 7TH WORLD ZOROASTRIAN
YOUTH CONGRESS' Talent Show.
Register on the Congress’ Website with your information, a description of your talent,
e ey o e and an attached video or a link.
COMMENTS AND FREE TRANSLATION Before May 30th, 2019

http://wzycongress.org/talentshow/
By D

There is a new website on the teachings of Zarathushtra, authored by Dina G. Mcintyre. It includes the basics, as
well as more in--depth information. You may access it at:
https://gathasofzarathushtra.com
This is a work in progress. The chapters under the following Tabs are done.

General Overview; Part One: The Basics; Part Two: Puzzles & Paradigms;
as well as Abbreviations; Bibliography; and About the Author.

The other Tabs have some chapters that are done, and many that remain to be done, which will be uploaded
periodically, as they are completed.

If you are interested only in the Basics, start with the General Introduction (under the General Overview Tab). Then in
Part One: The Basics, read whatever interests you (you may prefer to skip chapters 1.3 through 1.10 which are more
detailed).

Browse at will. Enjoy.

www.czcjournal.org | No 189 | Publication of California Zoroastrian Center ! R




22nd CZC-OC Board of Directors Election
Deadline to request absentee ballot April 30,2019

Deadline for candidacy May 4th, 2019

Candidate meeting and mailing absentee ballot May 5th, 2019
Deadline to receive absentee ballot postmark May 15th, 2019
First Election date May 19th, 2019

Alternate Election date June 2nd, 2019

Candidate’s criteria:

. Candidates must have been a member of the center for at least one year and
be current member.The deadline to become a current member is April 15,2019.

. Be present on Election Day, unless approved by election committee.

. Must be at least 25 years of age

Voters' criteria:

. Voters must have been a member of the center for at least three months prior to election
. Must be at least 18 years of age
. can vote by mail or in person

Nominations:
If you want to be a candidate or you know of a person who can be a good candidate please email us at election@czc.
org.

Absentee ballot:

If you would like to vote by mail please email or let us know by calling CZC office at 714-893-4737 no later than April
30. If you don't receive confirmation call/email within two days, please contact us again.

Absentee ballot will be mailed to you on May 5. You must mail your absentee ballot by May 15.

Absentee ballot will only be opened on Election Day.

22nd Election Committee:
Shahriar Afshari, Mahnaz Dinyari, Jahangir Goshtasbi, Fariba Pirghaibi, Mandana Pishdadi

CZC Youth! We need you!

We've been selected to host the World Zoroastrian Youth Congress in July -
2019.

The initial program has just been finalized and we could use your help with:
. Event Planning, Logistics, and Transit Support

. Fundraising, Advertisements, and Ticket Sales

. ...or Just buy a ticket!

More information is available at http://wzycongress.org.

Volunteers: Reach out to info@wzycongress.org or fill out the form online.




