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let me find your ideal home! | am an honest
licensed agent who provides personalized
services for buyers and sellers.

DRE # 01954638

I look forward to connecting with you!



' Looking for sell or buy your drem home?

ARMIN GHAIBY

Real Estate
Commercial and Residential
(949) 266-6565
HOMESMART Evergreen Realty BRE # 01927203
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Editor’s note ¢

Historically speaking, for more than a millennium conversion to
Zoroastrianism has been outlawed, unmentionable, frowned upon, or
forbidden by Parsis and Iranian Zoroastrian communities. It is interesting to
note that Zarathustra’s only request from his followers, in his own words in
the Gathas, was to spread his message. His message which is indeed ever
fresh, and compatible with global advancement and progression of the
universe. Also of interest is that his timeless message of freedom of choice,
equality, love and peace through acquired wisdom is spreading rapidly thanks
to modern technology and plethora of digital information at everyone’s
fingertips. In today’s world the word conversion really doesn’t apply to
anyone seeking to follow the path of Zarathustra. Rather those truly attracted
to beauty and simplicity of the Gatha’s message from all walks of life living
in different parts of the world choose acceptance over conversion. As I read
the meaning of these two words in the dictionary, I am convinced that those
seeking the good religion do so of their own free will rather than have to be
convinced by someone to do so.

(Conversion= The process of changing or causing something to change
from one form to another.

Acceptance= The action of consenting to receive or undertake something
offered.)

The Good Religion is for all mankind teaching the everfresh, evermodern
Message of Zarathushtra. The Good Religion spread only through convincing
words of mouth and not through force, allurement, solicitation, and/or
seduction over 2,000 years to become the major religion of its time. It has
dwindled to a minute minority because of the lack of its inherent missionary
zeal. As Yasna 31.6 states

“The best shall come to the wise person who will propagate my true thought-
provoking message.

[t leads to righteousness for wholeness and immortality.

Thus, the dominion of the Wise One will, through good mind, increase for
him” Dr. Jafarey’s translation

With a fresh Nowruz arriving, let us look to what goodness and freshness we
can bring to our surrounding where ever we live. Let us be the messenger
Zarathustra wanted us to be.

Happy Persian New Year, Spring 3760
Ushta,
Fariba
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H. JOZAVI

Nowruz is the first day of the solar Iranian year or
the first day of the month of Farvardin (in 2022 it is
on March 20th in the U.S.A). Nowruz originated in
ancient Iran about 4500 years ago (Arthur Emanuel
Christensen, Danish scholar of Iranian Philology
and folklore, 1875-1945). People throughout Iranian
plateau have always celebrated this festival every year.
Nowruz occurs on the first day of spring on the vernal
equinox in the northern hemisphere and is celebrated
worldwide by over 300 million people (as of 2010).
Nowruz marks the beginning of a new year in Iran
and Afghanistan. It is celebrated and considered a
formal holiday in some of the other countries.

On February 23, 2010, United Nations General
Assembly recognized the International Day of
Nowruz (UN resolution 64/253), a spring festival of
Persian origin celebrated on March 21 as proposed
by the representative of the republic of Azerbaijan.
Nowruz was included into the Representative List of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by the
UNESCO in September 2009 and the festival was
recognized as an affirmation of life in harmony with
nature, the awareness of the inseparable link between
constructive labor and natural cycles of renewal and
the solicitous and respectful attitude towards natural
resources of life.

The Nowruz Geography refers to the areas in
the world where Nowruz is celebrated. These areas
are made up of Middle East, Balkan peninsula,

# HAPP‘Y:‘; V:
NOWRUZ
el T

Tatarstan, Central Asia (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan), western
China, Sudan, Zanzibar, Turkey, Caucasus countries
(Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia), North
America, India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Greece, Nepal
and Tibet.

Did you know?

In Japan, the vernal equinox is called “Shunbun-
No-Hi” which is a welcome holiday as it marks the
end of winter and arrival of spring coincident with
the Iranian Nowruz. People celebrate it by visiting
family graves and holding family reunions.

In Egypt, the Coptic Egyptians (Orthodox
Christian community) celebrate Nayrouz (in Arabic
it is pronounced al-Nayrouz) on the first day of
autumn. According to the Coptic calendar, it is the
first day of the year. Among several opinions about
the origins of the Egyptian Nayrouz, one popular
theory is that the word is Coptic in origin; the Arabs,
unfamiliar with the Coptic language, confused the
Coptic new year’s celebrations with the Persian feast
of Nowruz from which the word Nayrouz comes
from. Others dispute this theory by claiming that the
word Nayrouz is derived from the Persian Nowruz
and that the celebration of Nayrouz in Egypt may
be due to the Persian empire influence during the
Achaemenid (525-404 BC & 342-332 BC) and the
Sasanian (619-629 AD) rules in Egypt.
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The Shahnameh as
World Literature

Rasoul Sorkhabi

The Shahnameh (or Shahnama, <<bald) of
Ferdowsi (940-1020 AD) composed in Persian at the
turn of the 11th century is the national epic of the
[ranian and Persian-speaking peoples. This book
was instrumental in reviving the pre-Islamic Persian
cultural and historical heritage and elevating the
Persian language and literature on par with Arabic
that was intensely promoted by the Abbasid caliphate
in Ferdowsi’s time. Discourses on the Shahnameh
have heavily focused on its national importance.
While this dimension has its own historical
significance for the Persian-speaking peoples, it has,
however, masked the hidden and more fundamental
and humanistic layers of the Shahnameh as world
literature.

The term “world literature” (weltliteratur in

J:Ehﬂununeh'%

ekl e Ui,
‘-u-lbi....l:

German) was first coined by the German poet
Goethe in the early 19th century. In a conversation
with his student Johann Peter Eckermann in 1835,
Goethe remarked: “I am more and more convinced
that poetry is the universal possession of mankind,
revealing itself everywhere and at all times in
hundreds and hundreds of men. ... I therefore like
to look about me in foreign nations, and advise
everyone to do the same. National literature is
now a rather unmeaning term; the epoch of world
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literature is at hand, and everyone must strive to
hasten its approach” (quoted from J.W. von Goethe,
Conversations with Eckermann, translated by John
Oxenford, North Point Press, 1994, p. 132).

This article is a small attempt to introduce the
Shahnameh as world literature. (For information
about Ferdwosi see my article “2020: Millennium of
Ferdowsi” in Persian Heritage, Spring 2020.)

What'’s in a Name?

The word Shahnameh is composed of two words:
“Shah” usually means “king” but also sometimes as
a prefix it means “best, main or master” as in the
word “shah-kar” (masterpiece). “Nameh” means
“book or letter.” In the modern Persian “nameh”
usually means “letter” that one sends to another
person, but in the classical Persian it also meant
“book,” such as in the titles of Danesh Nameh
(“Book of Knowledge” or Encyclopedia, written by
Avicenna), Siyasat Nameh (“Book of Politics,” by
Nezam al-Mulk), Qabus Nameh (“Book of Qabus,”
by Keikavus) - all written in the 11th century, when
Ferdowsi also lived. Shahnameh means “Book

of Kings” or “Royal Book.” Ferdowsi’s original
manuscript has not survived; therefore, we do not
exactly know what title he had put on the cover page
of his book. However, references made to this book
by poets contemporaneous with Ferdowsi mention
it as Shahnameh. Even its Arabic translation by
Bondari in the 13th century retained the title
AlShahnameh. As to the meaning of the word,
Ferdowsi probably meant “The Book of Kings,”
rather than “Master Book,” because here and there
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in his book, Ferdowsi refers to it as the Book of
the Kings (“Nameh-ye Shahryaran,” &lobed sl
, “Nameh-ye Khosrovan,” O\ s 4sl) or “Book of
the Noble” (“Namvar Nameh,” 4U ) «U). This is
also consistent with the content of the book, which
chronicles the stories of pre-Islamic Iranian kings,
some mythical and legendary while others historical
figures. Shahnameh is actually the name of a genre
that dates back to the Khoday Nama (Kahwtay
Namak, “Book of the Lords”) written in Middle
Persian (Pahlavi language) during the Sassanid king
Khosrow 1 (531-579 AD), and was the source for
several prose and poetry books of that genre both
in Persian and Arabic in the subsequent centuries.

An Epic from the Classical World

The word epic (Latin: epicus) comes from the
ancient Green epos, meaning “word, narrative,
or song.” Epic, according to Oxford English
Dictionary, is a type of poetry, “typically derived
from ancient oral tradition, which celebrates in the
form of a continuous narrative the achievements of
one or more heroic characters of history or legend.”
The equivalent word used in Persian is hamaseh (or
hamasa, =), which is originally an Arabic word,
meaning “fervent and fiery,” but which in Persian
means ‘courage and bravery.” Interestingly, the
Arabs themselves do not say hamaseh for epic; the
equivalent word for epic used in Arabic is malhama
( 4saks ), meaning “bloody battle, fierce fighting or
slaughter.”

The Shahnameh is an epic work from the classical
world, similar to the Iliad and the Odyssey of ancient
Greece and the Mahabharata and the Ramayana
of ancient India. Like these epics, the Shahnameh
is a narrative of a long war between evil and good
forces in society. However, the Shahnameh does
not revolve around a certain hero or a certain
war. Its chronological and geographic coverage is
remarkably vast. It begins with the creation story of
the first man (and king), Kayumars (“mortal life”)
who lived in caves and wore leopard skin; it ends
with the death of Yazgerd III, the last Sassanid king
following the invasion of Iran (Persia) by the Arab
Muslims in the seventh century AD. The entire
chronology amounts to 3,863 years and is divided
into four dynasties as follows: The Pishdadian
(Oriy “Ealiest givers of law and justice,” 2,441
years), Kayanian (OwlS “Great Kings,” 721 years),
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Ashkanian (¢Sl Parthians, 200 vyears), and
Sassanian (Okilwls Sassanids, 501 years). Scholars
have also divided this chronology into mythical,
heroic, and historical periods. The mythical period
(1800 years) begins with Kayumars and ends with
the killing of Zahhak (“Dragon”). The heroic period
(1071 years) begins with the rule of Feraydun and
ends with the death of Rostam, the most celebrated
hero in the entire epic, and of Gosh’tasp, the Persian
king who embraced the religion of Zoroaster. The
Pishdadian and Kayanian kings also feature in the
Avesta, the sacred Zoroastrian scriptures, but with
some differences. The historic period (992 years)
begins with semi-true stories about the lives of kings
in the later part of the Achaemenid dynasty and
swiftly goes through the Parthian dynasty, but offers
considerable historical details about the kings and
queens of the Sassanid dynasty. The reason why the
Achaemenid and Parthian kings are either absent,
briefly discussed or inaccurately presented is that

Ferdowsi’s main sources for the Shahnameh came
from those compiled during the Sassanids, who
made every effort to obscure the history and memory
of the previous Persian dynasties rival to them.

Although the land of Iran constitutes the core
of the Shahnameh’s stories, the events and wars
portray the interactions of the Iranian kings with
their neighbors — China and Turan (Central Asia)
on the east, and Rum (Greco-Roman empires) and
Arabia on the west. The Shahnameh thus covers the
vast part of the known habitable world in classical
times from a pre-Islamic Persian perspective.

The Shahnameh is the longest epic ever composed
by a single poet in the same poetic style. Ferdowsi
himself mentions that his book comprised 60,000
verses (beyt in Persian), but the manuscripts that
have reached us contain about 50,000 verses, which
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still make the book a massive literary work. (Note
that each beyt in Persian poetry consists of two
rhyming lines.)

Persian Edition and English Translations

There are probably close to 1000 manuscripts of the
Shahnameh atvarious libraries and museums around
the world; some are complete, some partial; some
are dated, some without dates. These manuscripts
have survived from the pre-print era, but none dates
back to Ferdowsi’s own time. The oldest manuscripts
are from the 13th and 14th centuries. The first task
in presenting the Shahnameh as world literature is
to produce a critically edited Persian version of the
book based on a comparison of reliable manuscripts.
This task has been performed by various scholars
including Turner Macan in India and Julius von
Mohl in France in the 19th century, by E. Bertles
and his Russian colleagues during 1950-1971, and
more recently by the German-based Iranian scholar
Djalal Khalegi Motlaq in the 1980s-2000s.

English translations of the Shahnameh is another
important task. James Atkinson, a British scholar in
India, published an abridged translation in 1832,
which has been printed numerous times. The first
complete translation of the Shahnameh in verse
was published by the brothers Arthur and Edmond
Warner in London from 1905-1925 in nine volumes.
The first complete prose translation was done by
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Bahman Sohrabji Surti, an Indian Zoroastrian
scholar, from 1986-1988 in seven volumes.

None of the above works are, however, easily
accessible. For those interested in reading the
Shahnameh, four recent translations, all in prose,
are suggested. The Epic of the Kings, translated
and abridged by Reuben Levy, a former professor of
Persian literature at Cambridge, was first published
in 1967 and has been reprinted by Mazda Publishers
in California in 1996. Shahnameh: The Persian
Book of the Kings by Dick Davis (Penguin Classics,
2006) is more detailed and also based on the more
recent Persian editions of the book. Shahnameh: The
Epic of the Persian Kings, translated and adapted
by Ahmad Sadri, and with fabulous illustrations by
Hamid Rahmanian (Quantuck Land Press, New
York, 2013) is itself a work of art worth colleting;
this translation, however, ends with the death of
Rostam. The Persian Book of Kings (Routledge
Curzon, London, 2002) by B.W. Robinson is a
summary of the Shahnameh based the verse work of
the Warner brothers. Robinson writes: “Throughout
my abridgment I have concentrated on the narrative,
and have excluded lengthy speeches, letters, etc.
which occupy a considerable space in the poem.”
Indeed, this is a shortcoming of all these four
translations. They have focused on the stories but
have ignored the philosophical and moral portions

of the Shahnameh.
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Structure and Teachings of the Shahnameh

In his book Rhetoric, Aristotle describes three
components that a poet or an orator should employ
to demonstrate the case and appeal to the reader
or the listener. These are also called Aristotle’s
three modes of persuasion. First is logos, which is
the meaningful content and reasoning (logic) of a
literary work; logos is the reasoned speech. In the
Greco-Christian mysticism, Logos referred to the
manifestation of God; the Gospel of John beings: In

Aristotle’s Art of Rhetoric are displayed in the
Shahnameh (see Figure 1). Ferdowsi begins many of
his stories with Logos and Theos: Faith in One God
(khoda) and the importance of wisdom (kherad)
and knowledge (danesh). Wisdom and knowledge
are essential to a happy life and successful society
as they are the foundation of the created universe.
Consider the very opening of the Shahnameh:

In the name of God, the Lord of life-giving soul
and wisdom; thought cannot conceive God more
than this. God is the Lord of all names (things) and

Faith/Theos

Patriotism  Awss by

the Beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God and the Word was God. The second component
is Pathos, or emotions and all that appeals to the
audience’s sensibilities. Third is Ethos, or moral
qualities. In the Rhetoric, Aristotle also discusses
Telos (purpose of the story) and Kairos (time-place
context or setting).

It is not clear if Ferdowsi had read Aristotle’s
Rhetoric, although the book had been translated
from the Greek into Arabic by Is’Thag ibn Hunayn
and Ibrahim al-Katib, in the ninth century (a century
before Ferdowsi). In any case, all components
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all places; God grants us our daily sustenance and
guides us in life. God is the Lord of the cosmos
and the revolving sky; God is the Lord of the Moon,
Venus and the Sun.

Interestingly, when Ferdowsi narrates a story in
which a king or a hero wants to send a written
message, the letter also begins with this Logos of
unfailing faith in “one wise God,” a cornerstone
of not only Islamic religion but also of Zoroastrian

faith in Ahura Mazda (“Lord of Wisdom”).
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The Pathos forms the major part of every story in
the Shahnameh. Here, the poet elaborates those
qualities that would appeal to human heroes to strive
and fight for righteousness and light, and against the
forces of evil and darkness - again a direct reference
to Zoroastrian faith. These qualities include justice
(vs. injustice and oppression), strength and courage
(vs. weakness and laziness), goodness and virtue (vs.
evil and lies), liberation and freedom (vs. slavery
and captivity), and patriotism. These qualities
were admirable features of the chivalry class in
ancient Persia, strands of which have survived in
wrestling sports in today’s Iran. Ferdowsi in his
epic also emphasizes that God’s grace (farr) upon
a king manifests itself in the wisdom, justice, and
righteousness of the king and his rule.

At the end of the story of Zah’hak, Ferdowsi writes:

Let us not hand over this world to the evil. Let’s
all strive for what is good and right. Neither good
nor evil lasts forever; it is, however, better to leave
goodness as our legacy.

Ferdowsi often ends the stories with ethical teachings
that appear prominently in the Shahnameh and
constituted Ferdowsi’s own ethos. These teachings
include non-attachment (vs. greed), understanding
the impermanence of life and the world, and keeping
good name and honor in life. Consider these lines
at the end of the story of Bizhan and Manizhen (the
‘Romeo and Juliet’ of the Shahnameh):

Live in joy with your beloved now, and contemplate
on how this world turns and passes: It lifts a man
to the heights of pleasure, and then throws him
underneath the soil.

These sentiments are also found in the Rubaiyat of
Omar Khayyam, composed by an astronomer-poet
who lived several decades after Ferdowsi.

Concluding Remarks

The following are some suggestions to introduce
and share the Shahnameh as a masterpiece of world
literature.

(I) Modern readable translations. Highly
academic, dull and literal translations may be good
for scholars, but not for the general public. It is
important to have modern, easy-to-read translations
of the Shahnameh into major languages of the
world. Iranian cultural centers need to financially
sponsor skilled translators to undertake such tasks.

(2)  Use of the Shahnameh in Persian teaching
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courses. The Persian language used in the Shahnameh
is still alive in the modern world; moreover, it has
more Persian vocabulary than words borrowed from
Arabic. This makes the Shahnameh an excellent
textbook for teaching and learning Persian.

(3)  Children and juvenile story books. Harry
Potter books (and films) have become bestsellers
and have captured the imagination of hundreds of
millions of readers (and viewers) around the world
mainly because of their elements of fantasy and
entertainment. The Shahnameh is indeed full of
fabulous stories which can make great literature for
children and young adults.

(4) Documentary films. We do not have
professional, informative =~ and  interesting
documentary films that explore the life, work and
time of the poet Ferdowsi or various historical,
archeological and cultural aspects of the Shahnameh.

(5) Movies and plays. Hollywood movie
productions have become global because in the
modern world many people prefer visual and
entertaining materials. While there are classic
Hollywood movies about the Odyssey and the Iliad
and even about the lives of outlaws and gangsters
like Al Capone and Butch Cassidy, we are yet to
have professional and artistic movies based on the
legends of the Shahnameh. In this regard, India
with its massive investments on movies about the
Mahabharata and the Ramayana is far ahead.

(6) A scholarly journal in English, published
at least annually, and devoted to Ferdowsi and the
Shahnameh, similar to academic journals dedicated
to Shakespeare. Likewise, it will be helpful to organize
international conferences, once every two to four
years, in various cities, in order to deepen research
and discourse on Ferdowsi and the Shahnameh.

About the Author
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professor at the University of
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2021).
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Please send your “Ask Nahid” questions that are within the confines of various aspects of

the Zoroastrian religion/culture or conflict resolution to cninfo@czcjournal.org

Ask Nahid

Dear Nahid,

As a Zoroastrian one of the three core rules is to

do good deeds, now I understand that helping
people is a good deed but do you help a person so
much that it affects your own life and wellbeing and

as a result it is not a good deed anymore rather a
burden?

Divya

Dear Divya,

Each individual has their limit of how much they
can be of service or guidance to another. Your limit
on how much you are able to help others, may not
be mine. And how do we gauge that! Do we break it
down by hours! Activities! Physical tolerance! There
are many ways to quantify a limit of how much of
a good deed to act on but you are asking what the
value of that assistance is when it asks too much of
you. So I must ask you in turn, what good can come
of exhausting ourselves!

One of the greatest parts of being Zoroastrian is the
value of the individual within the whole and how
that independence of thought, action and deed is
conducive, to the benefit of the communal. We
strive to improve ourselves so that we can elevate and
assist our community. My wisdom hopefully helps
my community and in turn I deeply rely on those
around me to aid me when I need it. What good
would it be to drain them of their good will or for
them to do the same of me! What good would our
society be if we gave of ourselves or took from others
blindly and without limit?

These are truly personal levels of sacrifice that one
gets to decide on their own. Describing what should
be a good deed as an act of burden means that
something changed in the process of that action to
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turn it away from Good. There is righteousness in
knowing when you are not able to continue because
that good deed is no longer sustainable.

[ have always heard my parents repeat a phrase in
Persian. It can be said a few different ways but the
one way | remember hearing it the most was “Khoda
Bedeh Barikat.” This phrase in Persian translates to
“may god give you blessings.” I hear people say this
when they are short in offering help, or when they
have just given quite a bit of themselves to a task and
are no longer able to or capable of continuing. It is a
polite way of saying what limit you have reached. Not
only God but the community is there to step in and
help further when you are no longer able to.

This phrase has stuck with me not as an excuse to
stop helping or an excuse to abandon a friend but
to know my limits. To realize that there is wisdom in
knowing how to take care of yourself so that you are
able to continue doing good deeds for others or that
same individual again to some degree in the future.

Best advice I can offer in situations like this is
to ask others to help you continue offering aid to
that individual or to help that individual help
themselves. Rely on your community and give that
person resources, skills, additional opportunity to be
helped without having it all fall on you again. Good
deeds should never feel like a burden.

Nahid Dashtaki completed
her master’s in both Dispute
Resolution and Public Policy
from Pepperdine University.
She has received two Bachelor
of Science degrees in
International Relations and
Comparative Literature from
the University of California,
[rvine along with extensive
international work experience

in the Middle East and Asia.
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Firoozgar Javanshir was

Parimarz
born in a benevolent family on March
5, 1930 in Tehran, Iran. Her mother,
Homayoun and her father Goshtasb
Firouzgar were donors of Firouzgar
General Hospital to the Ministry

of Health in Iran in 1951. Today

Firouzgar Hospital is considered one
of the largest hospitals in Iran and
is affiliated with Iran University of
Medical Sciences. Her grandfather
Mirza Esfandiar Afsari Keshmiri was
among Maneckji Limji Hatarias first
students. She always expressed a deep
respect for fellow Parsi Zoroastrians.

Parimarz finished first and second
grade at home, under the instruction
of her Aunt Banoo Afsari Namdaran
and finished her elementary school
education in a special class with
Fatemeh Pahlavi and other selected
students from different religious
backgrounds at Zoroastrian school in
Tehran. She continued her education
at Nourbakhsh and Anoushirvan
Dadgar in Tehran.

Her father wanted her to pursue
her education in nursing to offer her
services at Firouzgar Hospital, however,
her passion was in law. When she
learned that, Tehran University Law
School for the first time is accepting
female students, she gave the enterance
exam and was among the first class
of women to enter and graduate
Law School at Tehran University. In
addition to her academic acheivement,
she was an accomplished sportswoman
receiving first place in table tennis
competition at Tehran university.

Being a pioneer, Parimarz was
among the first [ranian women who
migrated to United States to continue
her education, and received her
bachlors in Psychology and Design
from UCLA. After graduating from
university, she met her first husband,
Mr. Youjin Lan e. Together they had
a beautiful daughter named Sousan.
Unfortunately, her first marriage was

not successful and she returned to
[ran.

In Iran she started teaching design
at Reza Shah Art Institute and later
met and married Jamshid Javanshir.
Jamshid Javanshir was a visionary man
and one who realized his life purpose |
in inovating, building and improving.
He loved the natural environment of
Mazandaran a province in Northern
part of Iran by the Caspian Sea and so
they invested in a large piece of land
between Shahsavar and Chalous.

Parimarz and Jamshid worked very

hard to turn an unruly land to a

cultivate one. Through preserverence
and hard work the couple established
the Saghi Kelayeh, Motel Ghoo
company in 1959. This was the only
sea side resort right by the sea that &
was affordable and welcoming to the *
middle class families in Mazandaran.
With job opportunities and developed
land, more people came to the area
and a city council was formed. Among
the three candidates running for
mayor, Parimarz Javanshir received
the highest vote and became the first
woman mayor of [ran.

At the beginning there was quite an
opposition to her becoming a mayor.
She was not only a woman but a
woman of religious minority. Parimarz
has always fought and stood up for
justice and so she stood her ground
and defended her position. With the
announcement of womers rights by
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi her position |
was officially recoreded at municiple
office of Saghi Kelayeh and Kelar
Abad. In addition to being the mayor
of Saghi Kelayeh, she was appointed as
the small claim judge of the area.

In a memoir by Jamshid Javanshir,
«A  Ruined Forest, Motel Ghoo,
Saghi Kelayeh», he writes: My wife [
had finished her education outside §*
Iran. She had the opportunity to |
live a good life inside or outside the
country, however, she chose to spend

10 l‘dﬂﬂ_ji?h- Publication of Calfornia Zoroastrian Center ‘ No 200 ‘ www.czcjournal.org




most of her time with me
in northern Iran, at a time
when our living space was
just a ruined forest. She
accompanied me everystep
of the way in driving cars,
trucks, tractors, inquiring
and giving attention to
the tasks that needed to
be done, and going to
governmental offices. It
was due to such activities
spanning over many years
that the government
and local officials noticed her
qualifications and came to the
concludion that she would be a
qualified mayor. Her love for the
area added to her ccompassion
toward her duties. She refused
wages and instead donated the
amount to the improvement of
the area.

He continues to write: The
start of municipality in a ruined
forest that did not have anything
and needed everything with
citizens who were unware of the
expanditures and yet in demand
of improvement and construction
was a hard task. Parimarz tried
to staisfy and provide all that
was needed and the result was
that during her mayorship many
positive steps were taken in
improving the town and there
were no complaints against her.

Parimarz and Jamshid Javanshir
put their love and effort in
building the area. Here are some
of their accomplishments:

* Building an infirmary (clinic),
police, gas and fire stations,
butcher and slaughter house for
sanatary meat production, public
bath house and toilets.

e  Building three schools
including a school for boys

* Providing power and tap water

* Maping the streets, paving city
roads, building a town square and
roads to connect the city to rural
areas.

In Kayhan Maganzine printed

};:

April of 1965 issue number
6469 Mr. Rasekh on behalf of
Office of Municiple Affairs has
said that as a result of Parimarz
Javanshins accomplishments
and presevereance as the mayor
of Saghy kalayeh, Ministry of
Interior has recognized her as
the best mayor and her district
as the best managed district of
Mazandaran and even Iran. He
goes on to mention that Ms.
Javanshir managed the city with
only two employees and she is the
only mayor who is working for
free and is not reciving any salary
or wages.

An article in Tehran Mosavar
magazine, issue number 11555,
dated October 1965, writes Ms.
Firoozgar as a small claim court
judge has examed multiple
marital claims and has been
successful in offering solutions to
reconcilliation between couples.
Ms. Firoozgar in reality is the
first Iranian woman to have been
allowed to practice as a judge.
After the Islamic Revolution
of 1979, Ravanshaad Parimarz
Javanshir migrated to Los Angeles
with her family and continoued
her benevolent work among
Zoroastrian community of the
area. At the time a community
of Zoroastrian youth studying or
newly employed in the area away
from their families would gather
at her home each week for Gatha
classes by Dr. Ali Akbar Jafarey.

She was an avid reader hence

had a wealth of historical
information which she
shared in a series of talks
at California Zoroastrian
Center in Los Angeles
(CZC-LA). Her talks on
Mazdakism and Reasons
for the Fall of Sassanid
Empire are among her
educational contributions.

The following are some
of her services outside
Iran,

e President of California
Zoroastrian Center, 5th Board of
Directors BOD

* One of the founding members
of the Zarathushtrian Assembly

* Her continued support of the
community through monetaryand
non-monetary means including
funding of CZC-LA Atash Kadeh

* Continous efforts in spreading
the message of Zarathushtra and
the Iranian culture.

e Research and speech about
Iranian and Zoroastrian history

Zoroastrian and Iranian cultural
celebrations were very important
to her. A few years ago to make
sure Yalda would be celebrated at
CZC-LA, she assisted in gathering
the community for this cultural
celebration.  She called a few
people and they called a few more
and on Yalda night about 30
community members young and
old gathered at the center. It was
a night of potluck with poetry and
games. This is a simple example
of her strength, leadership, and
influence in the community.

Parimarz  Firoozgar Javanshir
joined Ahura Mazda on Friday
January 7, 2022, Day be Din
of month of Day at her home
in Los Angeles. She is survived
by her children Saghar, Sahel,
Parviz and Artemis Javanshir, her
grandchildren Aurash, Arman,
Autusa Behroozi, Sam Kalani,

Azadeh and Yekta Hormozdiari.
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Domains of Belief

An Interview with Prof. K. D. Irani

Part 1

Several years ago, I watched a series of interviews
conducted in 1998 by Mr. Shahriar Shahriari with
the late Professor Kaikhosro D. Irani (1922-2017).
The interviews were over a period of four days and
can be found online or on Mr. Shahriari’s website
(Zarathushtra.com). In days 3 and 4 of the interviews,

Prof. Irani discussed his thesis of our collective
belief system which he called Domains of Belief. He
defined four main domains of belief which are driven
by or originate from four areas of intrinsic demands
of our human psyche as summarized below:

Domain of Belief

Originating Human Psyche Demand

Technology

Demand to influence and control our environment
(physical/ social)

Scientific Knowledge
Demand to explain physical/observed phenomena

Ethics

Demand to justify our own actions and those of
others

Religion

Demand to seek significance in our existence
According to Prof. Irani, each one of these domains
has its own unique rules, methods, and areas of

application. In the ancient times, all these domains
were lumped together in the form of myths or stories
that passed on from one generation to the next. As
human civilizations advanced, the various specific
demands listed above gained importance, separated
from the collective, and formed their own distinct
domain of belief. The major aspect of Prof. Irani’s
thesis is that tremendous confusion and intellectual
transgression occurs when we use the rules and
methods of one domain to the application of
another domain. Conversely, utilizing the rules of a
specific domain to the applications within the same
domain, will result in disappearance of much of the
confusion and conflict in discussion and debate as
well as in our daily lives.

The interviews of days 1 through 4 are only available
in audio format. I have transcribed the contents of
days 3 and 4 interviews and documented them in
written form in four parts. This is part 1 of 4.

Day 3 Interview

Shahriari : As a human being, it seems that we
tend to want to believe in something. Is this an
intrinsic need? Do we need to believe!

Prof. Irani: Belief is a natural state of our
consciousness. Primitive beliefs are related to those
of our perception and experience and beliefs about
what we experience from what we are doing in the
world. When we move something, we believe that
we have done something. If your question is whether
we need to believe in something other than what we
experience here and now, the answer is yes, mainly
due to another aspect of our human nature which
is driven by certain internal demand of our psyche.
Belief is fundamentally an element of thought. Our
nature is such that we are constituted of beliefs
and values. This applies not only to humans but
also all conscious beings including animals. The
difference between humans and animals is that they
do not have the machinery i.e., spoken language, to
articulate their beliefs and values like we do.

Shahriari: Could you tell us about your thesis on
four domains of belief?

Prof. Irani: This is a thesis that I proposed some
time ago. It starts with a major assumption that
there are four intrinsic demands which are made
by human psyche. The first one is the demand
to explain. This demand produces an enormous
array of beliefs which we call scientific knowledge.
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The other demand is to control and influence our
physical and social environment by developing
techniques by which we can transform things to
suit our needs which leads to technology. The
next demand is to justify our own actions and ask
for justification of actions of others. For example,
“what have you done! Why have you done it? Did
you do the right thing?” etc. This forms the whole
field of ethics which can be applied to individuals or
the society. The last demand is to seek significance
in our existence. For example, “what is the point of
my existence!” “we are born into this life without an
option, we live for a while and then we die. What is
the point of all this?” This demand leads to religion.
Therefore, we have these four enormous domains of
belief. Today we can separate them.

The thesis [ am offering is that in the early history
of humanity there was no clear understanding of the
separation of these domains. Instead, there were a
complex set of beliefs most of which were imbedded
in stories which the local wise men developed and
gradually crystallized in the small communities and
became part of the tradition. The stories would
pass on from one generation to the next from the
older to younger people as it is done even at the
present time e.g., in children’s books. And although
the children know, by the age four or so, that the
stories may not factually be true e.g., Santa Clause,
to them the stories still have a feeling of reality. This
type of belief is a peculiar nature of the religious
acceptance. It is a reality as if it were true. This is
also referred to as an “as-if reality” based on the work
by the German philosopher Hans Vaihinger (Die
Philosophie des Als Ob, 1911) who developed the
As-If philosophy. So, we believe in something as-if it
were true knowing, in fact, that it is not. This as-if
belief has a very powerful attitudinal commitment
to it.

These four domains are distinctly different from
each other and as it was mentioned earlier, they were
originally directed by a demand. Each domain has its
own unique methodology. For example, in science
the methodology is very clear cut i.e., we formulate
a theory, deduce consequences, set up and perform
an experiment with pre-determined conditions and
then determine if the results of the experiment agree
with the theoretical predictions. If so, the specific
theory is accepted. This is scientific belief.

Shahriari: In the ancient times, was the scientific
belief merely myth making?

Prof. Irani: The myth structure encompassed all
the different domains.

Shahriari: And there was no differentiation
between these four domains.

Prof. Irani: That is right. This is the great insights
that occurred around the 4th or 5th century BC
when people began to realize that they had to have
reliable knowledge independent of these stories.
The great example of these people was Plato who
separated mythology from the knowledge he
identified as mathematics. Before that Zarathushtra
separated mythology from ethics.

As an example of lack of separation of the four
domains of belief in the ancient times, let us discuss
an old Egyptian mythical story. Egypt was a highly
refined civilization in ancient times, but it was
dominated by mythology. For them agriculture was
religion. Osiris was the divinity of the land identified
with the life of Egypt. His deceptive and ambitious
brother Set killed him and put his body in a coffin
and threw the coffin into the river Nile. The coffin
floated on the river and ended up on the riverbank
by a tree somewhere in Lebanon. The absence of
Osiris, the life of the land, in the countryside is felt
in the form of withering of all plants and death of
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vegetation at the beginning of summertime. Note
that Egypt lived on the vegetation fed by the Nile. The
wife of Osiris, Isis, went out to search for the body
of Osiris and finally found the coffin containing
the body of Osiris. After the coffin was opened, she
saw the dead body of Osiris. Isis was known as the
goddess of rejuvenation. So, she decided to bring
Osiris back to life using a plant of life that she had
called Tanna leaves. She prepared the leaves and
fed them into Osiris’ mouth and Osiris gradually
was revived. It is worth noting even at the present
time, there are still people in Egypt who believe this
is beneficial plant and has special properties. Set
found out about Osiris’ revival and comes back and
found him and cut Osiris into fifty-one pieces and
throws them all over the Nile valley. Isis found them
all and put them together magically again and Osiris
was revived again. Once again, Set gathers up a navy
army and tried to attack Osiris. By this time, Isis had
given birth to a son called Horus. Horus grows up
fast and gathers a navy, fought with Set and defeated
him and became the king of Egypt. This mythical
story of Osiris can be seen in numerous Egyptian
tombs and scrolls. The significance of various aspects
of this myth are as follows: The first death of Osiris
corresponds to the shortage of water and drying of
the land; the second killing of Osiris and spilling his
blood into the Nile is associated with the reddish
color of the Nile water after the rainy season; the
spreading of the body pieces of Osiris on the land
signifies the proper timing for sowing because the
body of Osiris was believed to have fertilized the
land; The battle signified the flood of the Nile river
after which a time of piece and stability would rule
over the Nile for another year. Therefore, this myth
was a story that explained an agricultural cyclic
event. The ancient Egyptians would not question
why various events happened with regards to Osiris
and their own agricultural livelihood for quite
some time. Therefore, for Egyptians this type of
mythology formed their science, technology, ethics,
and religion all combined together. Obviously, there
were many mythical stories. However, sometimes the
stories would contradict each other in some way or
another. As the time went on, people became more
curious and started to question the validity of some
aspects of the stories. For example, they would go
to the source of the Nile and see that reason for the
red color of the Nile was not the blood of Osiris but
simply the soil that had been washed off into the river
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that had changed the color of the Nile. This type of
realization resulted in shaking of the people’s myth-
based beliefs. According to Ernst Cassirer (German
philosopher 1874- 1945), mythology is never refuted,
it dies because performs no function anymore and
becomes irrelevant. We do not know at what point
in time the Osiris myth and agricultural changes of
the land around Nile became irrelevant. In general,
for most of our human existence, we have lived with
many mythic beliefs.

Thales of Miletus (623-545 BC, Greek
mathematician, astronomer, and philosopher)
explained the solar eclipse of May 28, 585 BC not
by some dragon trying to swallow the Sun but by
shadows or a body interfering with the light coming
from the Sun. By doing so, he was introducing a
change from a mythical thought to a scientific
thought. People did not believe him because they
did not understand him and also his explanation
was viewed as an act of sin. He was challenging
something in which the lives of the people were
rooted.

Shahriari: How were the four domains of belief
i.e., scientific knowledge, technology, ethics, and
religions separated and in what order?

Prof. Irani: This is primarily speculative. But I
think technology separated first because people
started to find more efficient ways of doing things.
One of the key methods of technology is efficiency.
You keep trying different techniques and you adopt
the most efficient one no matter what the mythical
stories are. Over time the stories become irrelevant
although people may not talk about them as such.

Shahriari: How do you explain the views of Joseph
Campbell (American writer and scholar 1904-
1987) on what we need to explain next i.e., after
discovering that there are no dragons in the forests,
we go to the next unexplored region e.g., outer space
and try to figure out if there are any aliens there
and how to deal with them and so on? Therefore, we
tend to bring back to life the myth but in a different
form. What happens that makes us revive the myth
in a different form even though the previous form
became irrelevant after we adopted the technology?

Prof. Irani:

Although some aspects of the myth may evaporate
because of technological advances, the myth may still
survive because it may serve other functions as well.
For example, it makes the distinction between good
and evil, it may somehow explain the purpose of our
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existence etc. According
to Immanuel Kant
(German philosopher,
1724-1804), toward the
end of his life he was
reviewing philosophical
thinking and started
asking himself “What
do I perceive! What
can [ know! What
should I do? And What
may [ hope for!” These
types of questions are
very similar to intrinsic
demands that we have
been talking about. He
believed that our minds
are constructed such
that we need to develop
a belief structure in
order to answer these
types of questions. As
time passes science,
technology and ethics
separated out but not
without enormous conflicts. I think the separation
of technology from the unitary myth was first and
relatively simple. Much later, however, the separation
of science from the unitary mythical knowledge was
not so simple. I also believe ethics separation was
alongside the separation of science where people
started to say that they can decide between right
and wrong and do not need to rely on religious
instructions. I believe the separation of ethics is due
to significant contributions from Iran, India and
Greece during the critical period 1000 - 500 BC.

Shahriari: So, sometime in the early part of the
agricultural age (around 12000 ago also known as
Neolithic Revolution), technology separated out and
science separated around 500-1000 BC. Correct?

Prof. Irani: Yes, at that time Zarathushtra separated
ethics from ritualistic religion although it is rooted
in religion. His notion about Ahura Mazda creating
the ideal good (Asha) is a nominal mythological
position. By nominal I mean there was no great
story connected with it. But the assertion itself
is something beyond reason and we are asked to
observe it and make a judgement. The judgement
is not for us to obey what this divinity said. We
do not go to the temple and ask here I am with
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this difficulty, what should I do? Instead, we must
bear the responsibility of figuring out what to do
ourselves.

About the Author:

Hooshang Jozavi has been a member of CZC since
2005. He lives in Irvine, CA with his wife, Adeleh
Alba, who is currently a BOD member at CZC. They
have two children, namely, Kurosh and Herosh who
are currently working in the aerospace and software
engineering industries. Hooshang is currently retired
after having worked over thirty years in research and
engineering in petroleum industry in the U.S. His
education is in mechanical engineering (B.S. and
M.S.) and holds a PhD in engineering science with
emphasis on experimental solid mechanics.
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MY JOURNEY TO OPERA

Frazan Kotwal

‘Don’t sing, you sound like a raddiwala (hawker)’
‘you really lack the talent’ ‘you don’t have the
standard for Europe’ “Why leave a perfectly good
career in order to pursue something you will never
have success in?’

These are just some of the things told to me at the
age of 19 when I discovered that Western classical
singing (Opera, Art song, etc.) is what my heart
beated for. I am so grateful for all the naysayers
because that is what inspired me to become who I
am today.

But how does a Poona boy / dastur / Journalist with
no connection to classical music end up singing
opera and other western classical music in more
than 9 different languages!

Well, my mother told me that whilst she gave birth to
me in Parsi general hospital Mumbai, classical music
was being played in the background. I genuinely
think that’s where it all must have started. My entire
childhood I was fascinated with music. Any kind
of music. Being raised in Pune allowed me to go
outside into my bucolic surroundings and listen to
the sounds of nature. Imitating the calls of different
birds and singing at the top of my voice.

[ was raised fairly well, my parents gave me whatever
exposure they could. In a world where parents force
their children to study hard to become doctors and
engineers, mine allowed me to express my creativity
in any form or way. Resources were limited but they
did the best they could and for that I will always be
thankful.

My school, Dastur school; was thankfully one of the
few schools in Pune that allowed me to do anything
and everything creative, they saw that I excelled in

—_—

that area and always supported me. I remember
singing the lead in many a musical and choir or
playing the lead role in different plays. It was quite
surprising to some that the shy boy who sat in the
corner of his class reading a book would transform
into a beast on stage. That’s really how I felt every
time I went up there and still do, no matter how big
the stage!

When I moved to Bombay at the age of 18 to study
mass media and Journalism at Jaihind college, 1
discovered opera. 1 was spellbound at first and
was extremely grateful to all the people around me
who encouraged me to sing and taught me various
things. After graduating my bachelors in journalism
and Mass media with Honours [ decided that [ want
to make my dream of becoming an opera singer a
reality, after all it was a combination of three of my
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favourite thing’s music, acting and languages. What
other profession could offer me such a challenge?

[ naively decided to apply for the best universities
in New York and Vienna, not knowing how stiff
the competition really is. When I went to audition
there were 100s of other young singers who had
been training for this moment almost their entire
lives. I remember these auditions just like yesterday
especially Vienna. But they saw my determination,
hard work, potential and talent and accepted me. I
was on top of the moon. being accepted into one of
the world’s most prestigious schools to study music.
[t couldn’t get better than this. I was on cloud 9.
Coming back to India, we celebrated, everyone
knew that the Parsi dastur had got in Vienna. Alas!
[t wasn’t meant to be, for 6 months I waited for my
Visa. My bags packed and ready in the hallway and
[ heard nothing from the Austrian embassy. My visa
just didn’t arrive, up until today I still don’t know
why. Nevertheless, it was one of the most dark and
depressing periods of my life. I stopped leaving the
house because every time I would go out friends
would ask me why am I still here, well-wishers would
sympathise with me and the not so well wishers
would mock me. BUT like always, life has something
better in store.

[ decided that I will not let a visa come in the way of
fulfilling my dreams. My mother encouraged me to
go to Germany! Germany has always had a very high
standard of music and some of the best artists come
from there.

[ applied to different Music universities, 1 got
accepted everywhere and finally found my calling in
Stuttgart. I knew from the very moment I entered
the music university in Stuttgart that this was where
[ was meant to be. Ulrike Sonntag (world famous
German Soprano and who I owe so much of my
development to) my current teacher had given me
a spot in her class and from then on there was no
looking back.

Moving to Stuttgart changed my life, I was suddenly

living my dream of becoming a musician. I was like
a kid in a candy shop. I absorbed everything like a
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sponge. Tried to learn everything I was taught and
enjoying every moment of it. I train everyday 3 hours
on the voice, 1 hour on the piano and another couple
of hours on language, translation, interpretation etc.
[ also feel it necessary to get my inspiration through
different forms of art like painting, reading poetry or
watching a play. Stuttgart being a very rich cultural
city allows me to explore all these avenues.

Since the past 3 years I have been funding myself
through concerts. I have also been immensely
privileged to receive many awards and scholarships.
Most notably the Christel-Guthorle-trust. Knowing
that I have the backing and support of people who
help, support and nurture my goals motivated me to
even work harder.

Singing for me is something holy, in a way it’s
a chance for me to spread happiness, it is not
something singular it is something that is shared,
something that is created amongst all of us. [ am a
firm believer in helping out in whatever way I can,
whether that being helping other young singers from
India (I currently managed to help another young
baritone.
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My Good Friend Vesta

Roya Behmardian

My good friend Vesta taught English in Chile for
several months. Shout out to my good friend Vesta.
When she returned, I was excited to hear about all
her English teaching adventures. What I came to
realize though, is that Vesta, over her few months in
Chile, had become fluent in speaking Spanish. I was
so impressed. As time has passed, I'm learning to value
the use of language as a tool for not only connecting to
others, but self-expression of ourselves.

[t all seems very meta that I'm writing about language
while using language. But, as many before me have
also said, here we are. I'm lucky enough to work with
students who are new to learning English every day.
Understandably so, they're quiet at first because they
have not yet built the vocabulary to express themselves
in a language their peers and their teachers will
understand. Imagine how frustrating that is. They
each have unique personalities and thoughts, but they
can’t yet express everything they know to those around
them. Simultaneously, if [ were to go to school in their
countries, | would be equally as quiet, and unable to
express any of my thoughts.

[ love my job for many reasons, but the biggest
reason is because I bear witness to a group of kids
showing me who they are with each new word they
learn. And I know full well that if [ was fluent in their
home languages, I would understand their culture
and personality quicker, and much more completely.
There’s an appreciation that comes with an awareness
of my ignorance, and I know there’s a lot more I can
do to learn their languages. I think this is me saying
that I will try harder.

It’s no secret that language is shaped by culture, but
the opposite is also true. Language shapes culture. If
you're Persian, you've probably at least once in your
life tried to find the English equivalent to “tarof,” or
my personal favorite, “having no hoseleh.” Realizing
there is no perfect translation which demonstrates
how the word “tarof” is reflective of being Iranian.
Learning a new language allows access to the nuances
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of an entire culture.

Even within one language, the more exposed we are
to new vocabulary, the better off we are. Identifying
our emotions is such an effective tool in understanding
and managing our feelings. Most of the time though,
we're more complicated than just feeling “sad” or
“angry” or “happy.” Being specific enough to state
the exact name of a feeling leads to a degree of self-
discovery and vulnerability that would otherwise not
happen.

[ revere Vesta for teaching English in Chile while also
immersing herself in the language of the students she
was teaching. She can now almost seamlessly connect
with an entire population of speakers, and because of
that the world she lives in became a little bigger, a little
bit more beautiful, and a lot more reggaeton.

In 1922, philosopher Ludwig Wittgenstein wrote:
“The limits of my language mean the limits of
my world.” Whether it’s opening up ourselves to
enhancing our knowledge of our native language, or
embracing one that’s initially foreign to us, broadening
the limits of our language helps us become more
culturally and self-aware. Most importantly though,
it helps us articulate what once seemed impossible to
articulate, and connect with a person that one seemed
impossible to connect with. If that’s not beautiful, I
don’t know what is. Or maybe I just don’t know the
right word for it...yet.

Roya Behmardian

was born and raised in
Southern California. She has
attended CZCss Persian and

religious classes all through her
childhood. She graduated from
UCI with a Masters of Art in
teaching and is currently an
elementary school teacher.
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The 8WZYC Entertainment sub-committee’s role is
to strategise and create convivial social activities for
the upcoming 8th World Zoroastrian Youth Congress
(8WZYC) in London, 2023. Our team is extremely
passionate and excited to entertain the congress
attendees, who will be attending from across the globe,
and create activities to encourage networking, fun and
overall enjoyment. Without further ado, meet the team
behind the curtains who are working hard to make this
happen...

Faranaz Dalal, I am born and bred in Mumbai and
have a great deal of adulation for my city. All the same,
my romance with the City of London is undying. After
studying Psychology and Fashion designing, I pursued
a professional background in fashion buying in India
and the UK. I also have a great love for designing and
anything creative. Designing is my true passion which
has led me to launch my own online project “Sweet
Nothings x Fara». As a thank you to my team member
for the dedication so far I have designed the portrait of
our entertainment team in this article. [ am also a keen
advocate for mental health awareness, cooking, dance
choreography and being involved in community events.

The Young Zoroastrians (YZs) of the U.K. have
organised numerous jollities, which I profoundly
enjoyed partaking in and culminating into beautifully
built, meaningful friendships. Being a firm believer
in love with the concept, «Giving back what you
receive,» has led me to participate and join the SWZYC
organising committee where | am the entertainment
team lead.

By virtue of our Zoroastrian roots and to an extent,
an unprejudiced community, I take immense pride
in being a Zoroastrian and have developed an
open mindset. It is also exceptionally important
for representation of women on the congress
committee, and I am proud that we have such a strong
representation, as equal rights of women are of great
importance to me, especially within our community.
Having said that, equal rights of women is a great
contention point today and I believe within the
community’s establishment we need to counterbalance
this, be more tolerant and have a redirection for our
community. [t brings me great joy to be a part of the
8WZYC and know that I am contributing to improving
collaboration between our global Zoroastrian youth and
keeping the religious flame alive.

Dilshad Solan-Davar- at present, I am Internal Auditor
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at Viva Wallet, a FinTech Bank however, I am also a
trained pianist, an avid reader and if I do say so, can
cook a mean dhansak! I was born and brought up in
Karachi where I organized many fundraising/ team
building activities for the Zoroastrian youth. I moved
to the U.K. to complete my masters, am newly married
and now awaiting a move to the USA to join my
husband.

[ love actively participating in the community,
which has stemmed through seeing the importance
of Zoroastrian unity and helping each other through
obstacles whilst growing up. This unity, combined with
the importance of integration, has encouraged me to
volunteer for my community to introduce new fun ways
young Zoroastrians can continue to bond further with
our culture and traditions. I believe Zoroastrianism has
survived thousands of years because we stand for unity,
charity and being one of the most liberal religions
and I am extremely proud to be part of this beautiful
community.

Roxanna Mistry - I have a background in business,
economics & finance, along with a keen interest in
music, arts, history and a natural flair for mentoring
and teaching. I am also learning Avesta from the
renowned Sir Jamshedjee Jeejeeboy Zarthosty &

Mulla Feroze Madressas who have given me this great
opportunity as [ hope to someday be able to read

and understand the Avestan scriptures. As a proud
Zoroastrian, I believe in preserving our rich heritage,
customs, traditions and genetic identity and during the
pandemic, a year ago, I began online Gujarati lessons
to Zoroastrian children globally, becoming a role model
for others to emulate.

My passion for volunteering and helping others has
been instilled from a formative age. I have previously
volunteered with the Zoroastrian Youth Association
as a Secretary and committee member and organised
various large scale community functions, fundraising
and religious talk shows. I am now volunteering as
part of the finance team and entertainment team to
make meaningful contributions and have a passion to
help the 8WZYC become a successful event. The global
covid situation has made it more challenging but the
volunteers of ZTFE are putting in a lot of time and
effort to help embark on a journey to raise funds for
8WZYC and organize a memorable event.

The youth are the future of our generation and it
is important we preserve our heritage, customs and
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traditions with as much zest as other generations.
Our Zarthusthy values should also be upheld and not
diluted with time.

For the attending Zoroastrian youth, the congress is a
golden opportunity to network with other like minded
individuals, sightsee in one of the greatest cities in the
world, get involved in our glorious community and
understand more about our beliefs and teachings from
scholars. You might even be lucky to find yourself a
partner for life as well!

Vista Khosravi, Born and raised in London, I recently
completed my postgraduate studies in Environmental
Science and Geography. My faith and studies have
encouraged me to enter into a career in the renewable
energy and water sector; helping develop sustainable
innovative ways to balance the needs of humans
and the global environment- which is something
Zarathushtra also preached! I love travelling across the
world, discovering new cultures and surroundings,
but nothing beats exploring the motherland of Iran;
discovering ancient zoroastrian heritage sites and
putting on a pound or two because of all the mouth
watering Persian foods and sweets! Being an active
member of our youth community in London for a
while, I was overjoyed when London was awarded the
8WZYC and was extremely enthusiastic and motivated
to continue this community work and be part of this
legacy event, after having attended the last two myself
previously.

[ am looking forward to bringing more Persian/
Iranian themed events and topics to this Congress,
which I feel is of great importance to ensure we have
this representation. I hope this congress will encourage
our youth to be proud of their Persian Zoroastrian
heritage, as well as teach each other about our different
culture and customs which are being lost through the
generations. For some of the youth, there is a lack of
understanding about our religion, our ethnicity and
our roots. | hope that this congress can provide the
opportunity for individuals to reconnect with their
roots and identity and understand our scriptures and
teachings.

Meherzeen Engineer, Born in Mumbai and raised in
California, hm now pursuing my passion in earning
my doctorate in physiotherapy in London, after
obtaining my degree in sports and exercise science with
emphasis in biomechanics. m an active member of
the Zoroastrian community back home which has been
a considerable part of my life and I genuinely enjoy
volunteering/ organizing events.

As a proud Zoroastrian, [ believe giving back to
our community has helped shape me to be who I
am today. The 8WZYC is an incredible platform for
the Zoroastrian youth to come together to celebrate
their heritage and build friendships lasting a lifetime.

[ wanted to join the committee to help facilitate a
safe and fun environment for everyone to enjoy.
Our religion is extremely charitable, kind-hearted,
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and accepting and [ take the utmost pride in being

a Zoroastrian. While growing up, our religion and
community’s inspirational history and how to preserve
it, have consistently been a source of gratification. |
hope to continually vouch for a safe and accepting
environment within the community as time progresses
and encourage others to get more involved in our
beautiful religion.

Vahiste Sinor, [ am currently studying Creative
Writing and Journalism.

[ was very eager to join the 8WZYC committee,
having been involved in planning and executing youth
meets along with other Zoroastrian functions for a
considerable time, inspired by my priest father. As a
youth myself, I feel it is extremely important to use our
voice and organise a congress that the youth would
want and appreciate. There are so many different ways
this congress can be hosted, however what is at the
centre of it and the most important factor to consider
is making the 8WZYC a great experience for those
attending whether that be their first or third time
attending a youth congress.

As a collective, here on the entertainment team,
we plan to create lots of fun-filled activities for the
8WZYC. We wanted to ensure that a variety of
activities were carried out that would not only be
sociable for all, but get us on our feet getting physical
in some sporting activities, partying it up and getting
involved in nights and days out. Throughout the
congress we wish to provide a platform for the youth,
aiming to involve every attendee from different
countries, to discuss and converse about contemporary
matters and interesting religious topics, ask questions
so that individuals feel represented and heard, and
learn about our religion and community. Our team has
outlined events for the 8WZYC in line with the needs
and wants of our youth, to unite together to enjoy the
events, alongside with kindling long lasting friendships
and creating opportunities for professional networking
as well as allowing our talented youth to showcase their
skills in various disciplines.

The objective of each event arranged by our
entertainment team seeks to further universal bond
the global youth, gain perspective and be permissive of
individual opinions to bring about awareness of our
religion and its teachings. We hope to ignite the love
and passion for Zoroastrianism for each individual in
order to continue to thrive as a religion and ensure we
cherish our lineage.

This congress will be an incredible opportunity for
individuals to get together. After all, we are the future
of our religion so let’s take part and be more proactive
whilst continuously spreading and understanding the
words of Zarathustra and following the path of Asha;
while making unforgettable memories with new friends
and longlost cousins! Keep updated with our progress
at www.8wzyc.com or on Instagram @8wzyc_2023
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