Good Thoughts

Good Words ¢ 4 Good Deeds

J

iy

the ZZOROASTRIAN Journal

Volume 1, Issue 2 California Zoroastrian Center July 2006/3744 Zoroastrian Calender

e —

Photo by: Ardeshir Baghkharian



California Zoroastrian Center
8952 Hazard Avenue, Westminister, CA, 92683, U.S.A

(714) 893-4737
WWW.CZC.0rg

California Zoroastrian Center

Presents:

Speech By: Dr. Arthur Pearlstein
From University of Nebraska

Without Zarathushtra
there would be no Christianity

and
Professor Soroosh Sorooshian
From University of Califonia Irvine

Team Speech:
Our Changing Planet:
Water, Earth, Wind and Fire

Place: Morvarid Guiv Hall
Califonia Zoroastrian Center
Time: 5:00 p.m. Sunday
9th of July 2006

Conference is open to the public with no charge

2 The Zoroastrian Journal July 2006

FAX: (714)894-9577
info@czc.org

The Zoroastrian Journal
Vol.1,no.2
Publish:Quarterly, July,Aug,Sept, 2006
Topics: Religions,Culture,Social,Science,History,News...
Senior Editors: Behram Deboo,Shahrooz Ash
Chief Editor: Mehrdad Mondegari
Director and Publisher: California Zoroastrian Center
A non profit organization
Board of Directors, session 14
Photography: Ardeshir Baghkhanian
Typesetting: Mahzad Shahriari

Authors/Writers( in alphabetical order ):
Sharooz Ash, Pouyan Azarshahri,
Ardeshir Baghkhanian,Bahram Daboo,

Armita Dallal,Jessica Irani,Niaz Kasravi,
Magdelana Rustamji, Bobak Waltman




CoOVER STORY

- Why | Chose the Good Religion of
Zarathushtra

WoRrLD NEws

- Iranian Movie, Gilaneh Special Award
- Controversy of Statue of Zarathushtra

Kip’s CORNER

6

- Did You Know?

YouTH CAFE

- You May - Honey Candle

- BrainTeaser - Miss Teen Westminister

HisTORY

- Zoroastrian in Uzbekistan

ACHIEVEMENTS

8

- Great Achievement

GATHA'S SECTION

- Zarathushtra and his Idea of Free Will in the
Ahunavaiti

ARTS-ARCHAEOLOGY

Editor's Note

This year, the celebration of
Nowruz was much more
extravagant than previous
years in Southern California.
History has shown that no
one nor any group can take
away from us, this cultural
bonding and patriotic feeling
towards Iran. The love and
pride for our homeland is
increasing in us and
especially in the youth that
live outside of Iran.

At the thirteen day of Nowruz
(Sizdahbedar), I went to one
of the crowded parks in
Southern California. The park
was packed with Persian
families, old and young who
were enjoying their fellow
Iranians company. The
atmosphere was filled with the
aroma of Persian food, and
Persian music which could be
heard from miles away. As I
was looking through the
crowds for several of my
friends, something caught my
eyes. It was a shiny necklace
that most of the youth were
wearing. When I looked
closer, I realized this was a
symbol that I was familiar
with, a symbol of my
religion, a symbol that I grew
up with, a Faravahar. I was
feeling very proud, but I
wondered if these young
people, who are wearing the
Faravahar necklace, knew
what the symbol represented
or they simply were
following a new fad.

My curiosity made me ask a
few of the youngsters if they

knew the meaning of
Faravahr. One answered that
this is a symbol of being an
Iranian and by wearing this
he is showing that he is a
pure Iranian. Another one
said that this is a symbol of
Ahuramazda, while the other
one said it is the symbol of
Persepolis and Achaemenian

Dynasty.

Unfortunately, I found out
that not only these youths,
but also a lot of the adults,
are not familiar with our
culture and history. It was at
this moment that I realized
there is a heavy burden on
Iranian Zoroastrian
shoulders, since we are the
descendents of 3000 year old
Persian culture. Zoroastrians
beliefs are not only under the
microscope of our fellow
Iranians, but are also under
the world’s scrutiny. The
information seekers want to
know in depth and learn
about our religion; and it is
our duty as a Zoroastrian
media to be able to respond
to this increasing demand.

One of our goals is to inform
and educate our youth about
our rich culture and the
Zoroastrain beliefs. The
California Zoroastrian Center
as an organization with the
help of professors and
educators wishes to act as a
pioneer in the path of
spreading the word of

Zoroaster to the community
through publication of this
journal.
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CoVER STORY

Why I Chose The Good Religion of Asho Zarathushtra:

A Way of Life

By Magdalena Rustomji

Introduction:

I am deeply grateful for this opportunity
to record my thoughts on my choice of
the Zarthushtri religion as my way of
life. However, I find that I cannot write
only about the why but I must also
include other factors such as history, and
relevant thoughts. For the people who
are choosing the Zarthushtri religion as
their way of life, it is important to record
a history, for this story belongs not only
to the individual, but rather it is an
important chapter of a renewal of our
great religion. There is now, in our
world, a revival of Zoroastrianism in all
the seven regions of the world.

History:

I was raised in a religious home, [ have a
wonderful family of origin, they are
good people, and they are wonderful
contributors to their community. I was
born into a Christian religion - not a
choice. One part of my ancestors
(European explorers from Spain and
Portugal) forced Christian conversion on
the other part of my ancestors (the
indigenous people of Mexico), whose
religion was in tune with nature and the
heavens, and was a philosophy of honor
and respect and reverence for our world.
A voice, somewhere from that early
culture called to me when I learned
about the Zoroastrian Philosophy. It was
congruent with those ancient principles
in my collective unconscious. Every
person has to find his or her own
spiritual path, I have found mine to be
the path of Asha and I am blessed to
have discovered that this is my way of
life on earth.

About the way of
They begin to teach

How to live

How to respect persons

How they should give in to what is
right,

How to avoid evil,

How to avoid what is bad,

How to flee with strength from evil,

From distortion and greed

(Inscription from the Museum of

Anthropology of Mexico City)

In 1965 there were two Zoroastrian
families in Houston. We met at each
other's homes and this continued as more
families came to our city. In the 80s the
few families all together had about 12

children, including our son. We realized
the need for religious education for our

children. Several adults, including our
family, volunteered to provide religious
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classes and to give our children camping
experience in the natural outdoor
settings of Texas. We dusted off
Rustom Masanias book, The Religion of
The Good Life, Songs of Zarathushtra by
Bode and Nanavutty along with other
books handed down in the Rustomji
Family and thus we began a study of the
Zarthushtri religion. The adults took
turns chaperoning the youth to religious
conferences, workshops, and camps. In
the course of those experiences, | heard
Professor K.D. Irani, Dr. Farhang Meher
and others. I took copious notes, and sat
at the feet of beloved mentors who
shared their zest for this way of life.

Meanwhile, our community in Houston
grew and we acquired land and a center.
During one of the religious communal
services, one of the members said to me,
You know, it is commendable how you
NON-Zoroastrian spouses

make contributions and are involved in
the community. Even realizing that it
was meant as a complement, I was
stunned for days, as I had not thought of
myself as a NON-Zoroastrian.

A few years later, I had the marvelous
opportunity to travel to two countries
accompanying a wonderful group of co-
religionists to speak at various
universities and at the seat of a
government, about our religion. I
experienced the beautiful communal
feeling of being among my co-
religionists and sharing our joy about our
religion and it touched my heart.

In 2001 I did some soul searching. I had
for several years, been studying in
Houston, with a wonderful Zoroastrian
Priest who accepted me as a
Zoroastrian. With the help of some
wonderful and supportive friends in
Houston and my strong family, I took an
important step and had a public Sedreh-
Pushi or Navjote ceremony and entered
(chose) the Good Religion of
Zarathushtra.

The Choice:

For me the choice of a religion came
without seeking it. It was subtle and
slow and natural. It is congruent with
my temperament. Somewhere and
sometime, I realized that the Zarthushtri
religion provided the framework that I
need for my life. It is pristine, it is
reflective, and it shows me a way of life
and a way of looking at the world. In a
nutshell, I chose the Zarthushtri religion
for the same reasons that we make the

important choices of life, because it is
the best, because it is the truth, because
it is for the well being of me and of my
family. It encourages personal choice
and values, analytical thinking and
creativity, and nurtures personal
strengths. But, most importantly for me,
it helps me to understand why I am here
on earth and what it is that I need to do
on a daily basis. It charges me with the
responsibility of doing my part to make
the world better. Apart from this, it is
hopeful, it is progressive, it is respectful
of our good mind, and even in dark
hours, it gives me warmth and light.

So the answer as to why I chose the
Zarthushtri religion is:

Because of its Primal Principles of life

Because it is the truth

Because it is the best

Because it charges us for the care of
earth and nature and asks that we work
with nature

Because of the Gathas---Lofty vision
of God and the eternal principles in the
Gathas governing human life and the
universe.

Because of the Concepts of
righteousness, justice and human rights
(noblest ethical system and concept of
human rights and law) and universal
peace

Because it suits my temperament

Because it is Reflective and
Progressive

Because it asks us to use and to
develop the good mind

Because the symbols of the religion
speak to me

Because of the Concept of Ahura
Mazda, God of Wisdom
And, all of the above provide as
Professor K.D. Irani has said, a way of
life, and a way of looking at the world
and it is a view of the world, which is
connected to the way of living that I like,
that I accept and that I am striving
for. The Future.

This is a new era, the world is smaller
with the Internet---good news and good
things cannot be kept secret. Our
religion is a great religion and every day
someone is discovering it and adopting
the wonderful principles for his/her life.
Our Zoroastrian community is growing
among all cultures around the world and
to all the seven regions of the world.
Conclusion:

At one point in history, the survival

of our religion was being questioned but
now, the future is bright with the light of
our physical and spiritual fire. Diversity

is a wonderful thing,
it energizes and
brings in new life, and
we observe diversity
in nature, our teacher.
We will now have
more diverse and rich
cultures to draw from,
and perhaps sometime
in the near future we
will have a true world
Zoroastrian
Conference where,
like the United
Nations, we display
the flags of the
countries we represent
and we embrace our
differences, united by
the common
acceptance of our
religious philosophy
and way of life.

My Zarthushtri
religion has given me
peace and comfort
and offers this for all
who choose this path.
It is beneficial for my
family and for me.
The path of ASHA
encompasses all those
issues and themes,
which promote
justice, human rights,
peace, and harmony
in nature, care of our
environment and our
world, and meaning in
life.
At the museum of
anthropology, in my
beloved country of
birth, Mexico there is
an inscription, which
reads: (my
translation)
Over Nature’s Order

All moon,

all year,

all day,

all wind,

Walk,

I have arrived to

the place of my
(Museum of
Anthropology of
Mexico City)

Continued page 5 »
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Iranian Movie, Gilaneh Special Award

From: Persian Heritage Monthly Journal

Rakhshaneh Bani Etemad’s

film, Gilaneh, earned a special
Recognition Award from the jurors of he
«7" Canary Islands International Film
Festival” held in Las Palmas, Spain on
April 1. The award was also given to the
film “Sister-In-Law” from Cameroon.

Rakhshaneh Bani Etemad in an
interview with Joanne Laurier and David
Walsh in Toronto on October 2005,
about her movie “Gilaneh” which is
based on Iran and Iraq war’s
consequences said:

“There have been many critical films,
but none precisely resemble Gilaneh.
War veterans when they watched the
film said that this is the only film they
could really connect to and that has truly
revealed their feelings. Maybe the
differences is that my film is not just
about the war between Iran and Iraq, it
was mainly a film about peace and that
was my viewpoint.”

Bani Etemad, in response to the question
“why did you choose the countryside,
instead of Tehran, as the home of
family?” said:

“I wanted it to be a remote as possible
from the immediate reality of the war.
The village in which Ismaeel lived was
so far from the realities of the war, not
even a gunshot was heard in that village.

And I felt that this would be the perfect
place to portray the loneliness of

Ismaeel, the fact that he has been
deserted and left behind. I thought using
this beautiful landscape as a back ground
would bring this isolation to the fore
even more intensely.

During a year and a half I lived with the
people in this village, I could observe
their lives on a day-to-day basis, so I can
say that I could sense what they were
going through during this period.”

Controversy of the Statue of
Z.arathushtra in Australia

By Behram Deboo
eter Schipperheyn is a
well-known Australian

P marble sculptor.

His works are awe- inspiring. After
a dream he had, he carved a large
marble statue and dedicated to
Zarathushtra. The statue was
displaced in a Sculptor Park in
Melbourne, Australia. It was a
robust, forceful and vitalizing figure.
Yet, a large part of the Zoroastrian
community felt offended. What
could be the reason even though it
was a glorious art?

The reason was the nude portrayal
of Zarathushtra in this statue. It
evoked deep sentiments and feelings
of the community members. They
protested strongly. Due to the
pressure, the name of Zarathushtra

was erased from the nude statue.
Some felt it was insulting to the
whole community and to
Zarathushtra too.

However, there were others who felt
that connecting Zarathushtra to such
a fine art was a great contribution
that an artist like Peter Schipperheyn
could give to the Zoroastrian
community. Further, some
Zoroastrians forwarded E-mails
admiring his work and apologizing
for the protest.

Suite A
Anaheim, CA 92801

NOOSHIN FARAHMAND, M.D
Pediatrics . Child Neurology

1751 W. Romneys Drive,

Tele: (714) 991-8254
Fax: (714) 991-8241
Pgr: (714) 804- 6791

California Zoroastrian Center

Presents:

Speech By: Dr. Arthur Pearlstein
From University of Nebraska

Without Zarathushtra
there would be no Christianity

and
Professor Soroosh Sorooshian
From University of Califonia Irvine
Team Speech:

Our Changing Planet:
Water, Earth, Wind and Fire

Place: Morvarid Guiv Hall
Califonia Zoroastrian Center
Time: 5:00 p.m. Sunday
9th of July 2006
Conference is open to the public
with no charge

Elegant Flowers

Send Bonquets and Flower Gardens
to your beloved ones
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Ken Tehrani
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And so I proclaim:

1, with my appreciations and
convictions, choose for myself
to be worshiper of the Wise
One and Zoroastrian.

this is the greatest,
best, and sublimest. It

is divine and
Zoroastrian. I do
attribute all good to
the omniscient God.
[ appreciate good thoughts,
[ appreciate good words,

and I appreciate good deeds. f Rave arrivedto the

place of my silence.

I appreciate the Good Religion [ ,.1res from the following
of worshipping the Wise One, ’

: Persons:
which overthrows yokes yet

sheaths swords, teaches K.D. Irani
self-reliance, and is righteous. A.A. Jafarey
*  Kersey Antia

Therefore, of the religions
that have been and shall be
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Did you know:
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I Zoroastrian religion is based on good thoughts, good
words and good deeds?
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Most scholars believe that Ashu Zortosht was
born approximately 3700 years ago. ‘

——

Zoroastrian's Prayer book is called the * AVESTA"

| 0

e e

) The most lmpor'fan’r part of the Avesta is the Gathas. ‘

Asho Zartosht teaches us to follow the path of
righteousness.
In his teachings, righteousness (Asha) is the best good.
Following righteousness and path of Asha brings
happiness.
It is important to be righteous for the sake of
righteousness alone.

Intermediate Persian Language Courses

University of California - Irvine  Summer 2006

The University of California, Irvine is offering courses in Intermediate Persian language
this summer. The courses are designed to advance Persian linguistic, writing and
reading development necessary for colloquial and formal usage of the Persian
language. Additional aspects include the study of cultural development and
mannerisms distinctive to Persian culture, Modern and ancient poetry, history and
Persian music will also be addressed in this course.

Academic Calendar:

Session | / June 26 - August 3
Persian S2AB

MTuWTh

9:00 - 11:50 AM

Session Il / August 7 - September 13
Persian S2BC

MTuWTh

9:00 - 11:50 AM

To Apply:
Visit the Summer Session site at:
http://www.summer.uci.edu/welcome

Enrolling for summer session is easy! But, before you enroll, be sure you read and
understand the Academic and Financial Information and the Academic Calendar. You
may choose one of the following four ways to enroll.

Enroll Online

You can enroll, drop, or change your grading option online 24 hours a day. It's fast,
safe and easy.

Enroll By Fax

You can enroll by fax 24 hours a day. Just print the enrollment form, fill it out
completely (including credit card information) and fax it to (949) 824-2090. We'll send
you a confirmation as soon as your request is processed.

Enroll By Mail

Simply print the enrollment form, fill it out completely and mail it with your payment* to:
Summer Session University of California,

Irvine P.O. Box 6050 Irvine, CA 92616-6050

* Please do not send cash payments through the mail.

Enroll In Person

You may register, beginning April 3rd, at the University Extension Bldg D, Monday
through Friday from 8am-5pm.




You May

By Pouyan Azarshahri

people when they ask me about my

am a Zoroastrian. That is what I tell
I religion.

*What is Zoroastrianism?* they ask.
How do I go about telling them about
the major great aspects of my religion in
just one or two sentences to keep them
interested? To get to that point, I will
explain how I, myself, learned that  was a
Zoroastrian and how I have embraced that
as a major part of my life.

Tehran, Iran, 1990. *On a cold, winter
day in Tehran, I am playing in the snow
outside. I am 5 years old. All of a sudden,
I saw about 20 or so men pass my street
with signs, yelling many things in Farsi
that I don't understand. My mom tells me
they are protesters trying to challenge the
regime in Iran. She tells me we are
Zoroastrians, and describe our history in
Iran, about Cyrus the Great, the Persian
Empire, and also about how many of our
ancestors were persecuted and forced to
change their religion to Islam or else they
died. They were given no choice. This
didn't seem out of place to me until I
reminisced on it later. I remembered
afterwards, she told me when I grew
up, I was the only one who could choose
what to do and what to be in my life.
Nobody should be able to take that away
from me*.

San Jose, California 1996.My first
Zoroastrian Youth Camp. That is where it
all started. I was 11 years old. I was shown
a great amount of camaraderie by all the
people at this camp, young and older than
me. | couldn't believe how nice they were,
and how devoted they were to telling me
about the religion. It was at this specific
camp where, I learned my first prayer:
Ashem Vohu. At first, it was just
memorizing words and it was fun
trying to conquer memorizing the
prayer. I didn't really know what the
prayer was saying, as I didn't
understand the Avestan language.

But a mobed at that camp explained
to me the meaning of the prayer:
*The path to righteousness,
cleanliness, purity is Asha.*

instructs you. Zoroastrianism says *You
may*, and not *You shall*.

*What is Zoroastrianism?* It is the path
I choose to follow. I didn't have to choose
this path, but I have and I will see what
happens. I am a Zoroastrian.

This is probably the single most
important prayer in my religion. The
exact interpretation does not matter
that much, because I am not a theologist.
It is the impact that this meaning had
on me and my life.

It made me respect who I am and
how I live. It was a stepping stone
for my future beliefs. Since then, I
have researched the
religion and discovered the
interpretation of Asho Zartosht our
prophet, he preached good thoughts,
good words, and good deeds. But
what I found very interesting was
that he *never forced* it. He never
said "Do good or you go to hell." In
my opinion, he has given us the
wand to life, and we can use our own
insights to make our own decisions
on what's good and what's bad. And
whatever choice we make, we are the
ones who will have to face the
consequences of our selection.

University of California, San
Diego 2006, Ten years later, I still
live my life following these ideals. I
chose to go to UCSD over UC Irvine
even though I would have more
college loans later on. I chose to
study Computer Engineering, even
though Mathematical Theory was of
my interest as well. I chose to call
myself Zoroastrian. I choose the path
that I want to go in and I will gladly face
the consequences of my actions, not
afraid to see them through to the end,
no matter the outcome. Choice can
be taken from us so easily that we
take it for granted. Zoroastrianism
gives us the freedom to *use our
mind* and we must embrace that

notion. It guides you but never forces you.

What is Zoroastrianism? It is the path I
choose to follow. I didn't have to choose
this path, but I have to and will see what
happens. [ am a Zoroastrian.

YouTH CAFE

Brainteaser

1- Chess: How many squares are in a chessboard?

2- We are sitting by a river and need to get 4
Gallons of water. We have two containers, a five
Gallon and a three Gallon. How is it done?

3- Connect all these dots without lifting up the
pen so that the lines go through all the dots using
only 4 straight lines.

4- Arrange the numbers 1-9 in a 3 by 3 grid so
that it adds up to 15 in all directions. Use each
number once.

“Honey Candle ”

By Bobak Waltman

Warm summer Sun please return

| expose my skin for you to burn

Your warm rays hug my body long and steady
| will wait for you until you are strong and ready
Open your cloudy cape

Let the energy escape

The yellow, the red, the orange and blue
Growth and life with green anew

Birds in two singing as they fly

Lit by the orbiting candle that dances by
Sprinkling sweet honey from the sky

Waking dreams

Of fish filled rivers running through trees

Of drinking black tea on the Caspian Sea

Of orange blossoms filled with bees

Calm and tranquil in my raft

Closed eyes move as my mind continues to craft
Always ready for the knocking one

Who tells me when ready: “the day has begun”
“Prepare for love and life and fun”

“save your dreams, | am the sun!”

Miss Teen Westminister 2006

Anahita Amalsad was selected to represent as Miss Teen Westminster 2006 in the Miss Teenage California Scholarship
Pageant (April 21-23, 2006) hosted at the Radisson Hotel in Los Angeles, California.

Anahita was among the 221-girls selected from a pool of over 25,000 qualified applicants across the Golden State of California.
Anahita was also selected as a finalist to represent her school at the DisneyLand Scholarship Program 2006.

She was selected for both of these events due to her academic excellence, leadership potential and 380-hours of outstanding

community service performed during her high school tenure.

Anahita has been granted life membership in the California Schol arship Federation (CSF) for consistent and superior scholarship

and service. Her high school diploma will bear the seal and stamp of CSF.

Congratulations ! (CZC)
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Zoroastrianism in Uzbekistan

By: Shahrooz Ash

oday Nowrooz is still one
of the favorite national
holidays of Uzbekistan.

For thousands of years
Zoroastrianism was widely spread in
Khorezm, Sogdiana and Bactria. In
the lower reaches of the Amu Darya
River, three kilometers off the town
of Khoejeili, a unique archeological
complex Mazdakhan was found.
The complex stands on three hills.
In its eastern part there remains a lot
of sepulchral chambers for Assuaris.
The complex is what remains of a
town that was a trade and craft
center of Khorezm state. One of the
branches of the great Silk Road ran
through this town. Not far from
Khorezm stands Chilipik, a well
preserved ancient Zoroastrain
construction. According to legend it
was the place where Zoroaster wrote
the first line of Gathas. The strong
walls of the fortresses Ayaz-Kala,
Kuy-Krilgan-Kala, Burgun-Kala and
Dcv-Kala are still an integral part of
the Khorezmian landscape. While
examining these great moments, the
archeologists found the remains of
fire temples, household articles,
ceramic objects and sculptures all
relating to Zoroastrian and Avesta
characters. In the interior of Toprak-
Kala, for example, there were
fragments of painting and

ACHIEVEMENTS

scuptural décor. Some Zoroastrian
customs and traditions can be traced
to the present life ot the local people.

On the Afrosiab hills, which hide the
ruins of the ancient Sogdian
Marakanda, there are still statuettes
of the Zoroastrian goddess of fertility
Anabhita. According to the
legvoriend, one of the oldest
Bukhara mosques Magoki-Attari was
built in the 11™ century on the
foundation of a Zoroastrian shrine.

The wall painting of one of the cave
temples of the 1* century found in
Kara-Topa depicts Buddha-Mazda, a
character that has the features of both
the gods of Buddhism and
Zoroastrianism. A big shrine
surrounded by a circular corridor
was recently excavated by an Uzbek
archeologist at the site of Kampyr-
Tepaidentified with the legendary
Alexandria-On-Oks. Such a peculiar
layout was typical of Zoroastrian
temples, where processions of priests
performed the main Zoroastrian
ritual of walking around the
sanctuary.

The Sogdians played an important
role in the propagation of
Zoroastrianism throughout central
Asia. The population of the Sogdian
colonies which where founded along

HistToRy—PHILOSOPY— CULTURE

the eastern part of the great Silk
Road in the first centuries A.D,
practiced Zoroastrianism. This

religion was also spread among those
who lived in the Bactrian settlements
in Eastern Turkestan, where a lot of
Assuari have been found. According
to ancient Chinese texts the first fire
temple in Changang was built in 612.
In northern Hengang, near Jang-
Defu, there still stands a sixth
century Zoroastrian commemorative
pillar built by a local architect in the
image and likeness of a Sogdian
pillar. The pillar depicts priests
wearing masks and standing around
the alter in a fire temple.

They say Mazda worshipers still live
in some mountain villages in the
south of Uzbekistan. These places
are difficult to access and can be
reached only by horse. These
Zoroastrians are notable for their
confidence in themselves while
overcoming difficulties. They count
on the qualities that Zoroastrianism
has for centuries cultivated in them,
such as courage, hope,
righteousness, wisdom and readiness
to do good. This land is one part of
the original Zoroastrian homeland.
Zoroastrianism still patiently hovers
over this land.

Ahura Scholarship

Ahura Scholarship Mission:

“To promote leadership among
local Zoroastrian youth in
academic, social, and political
fields.”

About Ahura Scholarship:

Ahura scholarship is a one
time grant for the amount of
$ 3000 which maybe used
for a bachelor or a graduate
education for 2006.

Applicants must be

talented Zoroastrian who
have been accepted or are
enrolled in an accredited U.S.
institution.

Payment of the scholarship
is dependent on receipt of a
tuition statement and
confirmed enroliment for the
fall semester of 2006. All
completed applications must
be postmarked by July 15,
2006. For a copy of
application please contact
Kourosh Vakhshoori at
vak1232003@yahoo.com

4 Continued from page 11

Great Achievements
ONCE AGAIN OUR YOUTH SHINE LIKE A STAR!

Here is a list of some of our successful high school Zoroastrian youth
who have been accepted to Prestigious Universities.

Congratulations on their accomplishments. We are proud to have
them represent the Zoroastrian community.

Keep up the good work.

- Saam Ostovari UC Irvine

- Kaveh Bastani Cal State Long Beach
- Shahryar Bolandian UC Berkeley

- Ramtin Parvaresh UC Berkeley

- Keyvan Chehr UCLA

- Arsham Dianat UCLA

- Ashkan Foroughi UC Irvine

- Roxanne Goharizi UCLA

- Anahita Mazdyasni USC

- Nina Shahrvini Cal State Long Beach
- Bahareh Mehrkhodavandi Cal State Northridge
- Saman Varjavand UC Irvine

brought from Antonio
Villaraigosa, the honorable
Mayor of Los Angeles a
proclamation congratulating
the organizers for this
conference.

Professor Milani from
Stanford discussed at length
the influence of
Zoroastrianism the Western
thinkers have had on them to
fight the injustice in the
Christian world. He told that
Herodotus, the Greek
historian had enormous
praise for Zoroastrians. He
believed that Hagels
dialectics was influenced by
the idea of good and evil of
Zoroastrianism. He also
emphasized that we should
support the big universities
for endowments so that
Chairs for the Zoroastrian
studies can be established to
continue with all the
linguistic progress we have
made and offer classes in

Zoroastrianism to the
comparative religion students
and the public.

Sal Rostegar, Mondo
Productions/Alex Jovi spoke about
the film on Cyrus, the Great that is
going to made. Any one interested
to invest in this endeavor can contact
him at 323-230-7495.

Professor Stanley Insler from the
Yale University spoke on the Gathas
and Universality of Zarathushtras
message. He mentioned that the six
repeated Amesha Spentas in Gathas
represent serious thinking of
Zarathushtra. They are interwoven
tightly interdependently and depend
upon one another. Such a system has
a universal application for the world
situation not only in Zarathushtras
lifetime but also for all of us today.

At a later date, a professional video of
this Conference will be available. Please
contact California Zoroastrian Center,
714-893-4737.
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GATHAS SECTION

Zarathushtra and his Idea of Free Will in the Ahunavaiti
(Ahunavad) Gathas

By Behram Deboo,
rimitive people as they

P became aware of

themselves, began to look at
the stars, forests, waters and
nature around them. As time passed
they started looking beyond this
life and attributed all things around
them to higher powers that were
responsible for creation. Then came
rituals, superstitions and a belief
system. And gods sprang up in
various forms from animals to
imaginary deities. People associated
natural disasters with the fury and
anger of their gods. They believed
they erred or sinned and the wrath of
gods was responsible for their
suffering. To appease them, human
or animal sacrifice was offered with
great ritualism.

Whenever any society forwards its
belief system with rituals and
ceremonies, it cultivates a
prescriptive religion with the

addendum of Do and Do not.

A group becomes intermediary
between the people and their

gods and priesthood emerges. Along
with this, places of worship are built
for their gods. They have now
authority over the laity and tell what
to do and what not to do. In other
words,the people were not allowed to
think. During the time of
Zarathushtra, there were many gods
and people in power were oppressing
the poor and disenchanted.
Zarathushtra not only teaches in the
Gathas one God but also gives
dignity to human beings to think on
their own and make a choices in
Yasna 30.2 that reads as follows.

Hear the best with your ears
and ponder with a bright mind.
Then each man and woman, for

his or her self,
selects either of the [following]
two.
Awaken to this Doctrine of ours
before the Great Event of Choice
ushers in

(Dr. A. Jafarey)

This is the sermon on Free Will. The
importance of this hymn is that in the

3. Bodanto, spiritual awakening
the covers. Thus, it covers the
wholespectrum of a human
being.

Free will or choice does not
mean a form of libertarianism.
[ts a choice of good or evil. An
individuals free will has its own
consequences that affect mind,
body and soul. We are thankful
to Zarathushtra for such high
spiritual and reflective teaching

previous religions, humans were
insignificant. He gave self-esteem to
human thinking. He taught to reason

rather than to follow doctrines blindly.

In this hymn, Zarathushtra describes
three cognitive faculties. 1. Sroata
guescha, hearing body. 2.

Sucha Manangha, pure discernment

or mental endowments of mind and

that any human being can
acquire for his/her happiness.

Good Thoughts

Good Words
Good Deeds

We invite our readres to contribute articles relating to the Zoroastrian culture, history and
philosophy. Please Email to INFO@CZC.ORG

ARTS & A RCHAEOLOGY

A Sasanian Signet Ring with Inscription

Discovered in Mazandaran
By: The Circle of Ancient Iranian Studies (CAILS)

he first grave dating back
I to the Sasanian dynasty (224
-652 CE) was discovered
during preliminary archaeological
evaluation of a historical site
near Kanglu Fort in Savadkouh,
Mazandaran province.

According to Persian service of
CHN, a ring bearing an
inscription in the Sasanian-
Pahlavi (Middle-Persian) script
was also found in the grave.

A faculty member of the
provincial Cultural Heritage and
Tourism Organization’s
Research Centre and head of the
excavation team for the site,
Saman Surtiji said that his group
came across the grave while
trying to find a suitable access
to Kanglu Fort.

The grave was located in a stone

enclosure with the corpse buried
in the posture of a foetus, he
said, adding that it also
contained items made of
enamelled potteries, metal and
glass.

Elaborating on the features of

the grave, he further said that it
was made of stone and clay and
the corpse was buried with the
hands near its mouth and its knees
folded toward the left side of the
torso.

Such methods of burial were
prevalent from the prehistoric era to
the early centuries of the post-
Sasanian period, he said.

Commenting on the ring found near
the skeleton, the head of the
excavation team for Kanglu Fort,
pointed out that the agate ring with a
bezel was used as a seal.

“The discovered ring in the grave is
an opal ring which was used as a seal.
An etched word can be seen on the
opal which was deciphered by Rasoul
Bashash, in ancient Iranian languages.
According to Bashash, the word on
the ring says “Farokhi”, meaning
"prosperity", and it was believed that
it would bring dignity and splendour
for its owner,” explained Sourtiji.

According to Surtiji, with this
discovery, the Kanglu fortress
archaeology team is determined to
continue its excavations in the area to
find the architectural remains of the
people who lived near the fortress
during the Sasanian dynastic era in
order to learn more about the
mysteries of this historical period in
this area.

Zoroastrian Youth
Summer Camp

- Learn More about our
Zoroastrian Religion and
prayer

- Learn co-dependence and
makelasting friendships

- Participate in organized
sports and many other
activites

- HAVE FUN!!

Date: Thursday Aug. 3rd-
Sunday Aug 6th

Location: Rostam and
Morvarid Guiv
Dar-e-Mehr
10648 Crothers Rd
San Jose, CA 95127

Age: 11-18 yrs

Fee: $150 per youth
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Jashn-e-Tirgan
A rain festival
By Behram Deboo

ashn-e-Tirgan is one of the
J seasonal festivals celebrated
by the Iranian people.
It is a rain festival.
According to the Zoroastrian Fasli
calendar, it falls on Ruze-Tir,
Mabhe-Tir.
This event is celebrated on July 1 *
and coincides with the mid-summer
Maidyoshem Gahanbar. It is also the
period of cutting grass. It refers to
Tir (arrow) or Tishtar yazata
(lightning bolt) that brought much
needed rain. In Avesta, Tir yasht is
dedicated to the Tishtrya (Tishtar),
which is the brightest star Sirius
responsible for rain. Therefore,
people prayed Tir Yasht so that there
would not be drought and rain would
bring good harvest.

There are two legends associated
with Tirgan, one for Arash and
another for Zu Tahmasp. Itis
interesting to note that the name of
the famous archer Arash is found in
Tir Yasht. In modern Persian, he is
known as Arash-e-Kamangir. He
was chosen to settle a land dispute
between Afrasiyab of Turan and
Minoocher (Manoucher) of Iran.
Arash was to shoot his arrow
towards the east on the 13th day of
Tir and where the arrow

landed, would set the border between
the two kingdoms. Arash went up
the Mt. Demavand and shot an
arrow, which continued from the
dawn to noon when it fell on the
bank of the Oxus river.

The second legend is found in the
Persian Rivayats. Afrasiyab ruled

over Iran and it did not rain for eight
years. People became restless due to
drought. Afrasiyab asked his wise
men the reason for it. Zu Tahmasp
answered: Faridoun had allotted
Turan to you but you broke the
covenant and because of this it did
not rain. Afrasiyab asked for a
solution. Zu Tahmasp said: I shall
shoot an arrow from here and where
my arrow falls, there will be the
boundaries (of your territory). To
this Afrasiyab agreed. Zu Thamasp
shot an arrow that reached the land
of Turan. Afrasiyab left Iran with
his army and settled in Turan. The
legend further goes on saying that
heavy rains fell on the day Govad, the
same day Afrasiyab reached Turan.

Since then Iranians started
celebrating this festival with a hope

GENERAL

How I Kept My Identity as a

Z.oroastrian

By: Jessica Irani

hirty-six years ago, my family
T and I journeyed from Tehran to
the United States.
We left a land that was
governed by a monarchy, albeit
secular. Iran was a country which
many nationalities moved to
because, it allowed them to live
like a king. While many mixes of
people were moving to Iran, my
folks decided that it was in their
kids’ best interest to plan for their
future goal; that we move to a land
that was governed by a democracy
in the United States (U.S.). We had
no family, no friends, no Zoroastrian
community, nor a fire temple. We
had to start our lives all over again.
Would the memories, traditions and
the religion of my parents be
forgotten and not taught to their
children and generations to come?

From a familiar perspective, my
husband is a Zoroastrian with a
similar background as mine, we have
raised our children as Zoroastrians;
our eldest had his Noujote/Sedre-
poushee 10 years ago and our
younger son will be having his this
year.

I’ve been asked, “How is it possible
that you have learnt and kept
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your faith, and not lost your identity
as a Zoroastrian while being raised in
the U.S.? My brother and I were
surrounded by many other faiths. We
found them interesting and did visit
some of these religious halls. We
celebrated some of their

festivities, as our religion

suggests we do before accepting

our Zoroastrian faith. Through

the many different religious
influences we were surrounded

and exposed to, my parents
continued to teach us our prayers
and the history of Iran. Our customs
and beliefs were continuously
practiced. We continued to

celebrate the Persian traditions and
auspicious occasions such as
Nowrooz.

It doesn’t matter where we are
we are in the world and with
what little tools we’re given to
start out with. Having a solid
foundation, information structure
and proper guidance, (in our case
our role models were our parents),
are important factors in keeping a
faith and tradition alive, intact
and passed on to our future
generations. “You are an
example to your children”. They
learn as they observe.

July 1st, Ruze Tir, Mahe Tir

of good rain. Today, some Iranians
celebrate Tirgan by singing, dancing
and reciting poetry. The feast also
includes spinach soup and sholeh
zard. Children and young people
seem to have more fun. They go for
swimming and splashing

water around. They also throw water
on each other as a sign of good luck,
good rain and good crop. In India,
there is a similar custom called Holi.
On that day, people sing, dance and
splash colored water on each other.
In the past, Iranian children used

to enjoy the custom of tying seven-
colored bands on their wrists,
keeping them for ten days and then
throwing them in a stream, lake or sea
with a wish that all calamities will
sink to the bottom giving them

good health and prosperity.

Faravahar
By: Counil of Iranian Mobed

This is the picture of a Faravahar, or
a guardian soul. Literally translated it
means “Forward Puling Force”. Each
of its parts signifies an idea or
philosophy.

It’s wings, signifying the ascent of
the soul or upward progress. The
wing is in three major segments,
representing Good Thoughts, Good
Words, and Good Deeds.

The ring in the center symbolizes the
eternity of universe or the eternal
nature of the soul. As a circle, it has
no beginning and no end.

The figure is that of an old
man, representing wisdom of age.
One of the hands points upwards,

telling us that there is only one
direction we should choose. The
other hand holds a smaller ring, the
ring of promise. This means when a
Zoroastrian gives a promise, it is like
a ring. It cannot be broken.

The feathered tail below is also in
three parts. It represents the opposite
of the wings, namely, bad thoughts,
bad words, and bad deeds. It is at the
bottom, because such choices weigh
us down and impede our ascent.

And finally the two curly threads
from the waist signify the duality of
our experiences. Through our Good
Mind we can make the Good
choices, and through its lack or
opposite, we will make bad choices.




GENERAL

The Z Connection, An Ancient Religion Meets Modernity

By Niaz Kasravi, Ph. D.

present day Iran, where the
Zoroastrian community resided and
monotheistic religions, have seen prospered until Islam’s invasion of
their numbers dwindle and their the Persian Empire in 636 A.D.
communities scatter across the globe. Rather than embracing Islam, a
With relatively few followers group of Zoroastrian chose to keep
worldwide,' and a historical tradition their faith and live under oppression
of non-conversion,” Zoroastrians in a largely self-contained
have become increasingly worried =~ community in Iran. Others chose to
about what is beginning to look like flee to India and practice their faith
the slow extinction of their faith. there, under similar less restrictive
circumstances. Though the majority
Today, followers of this ancient of Zoroastrians still reside in Iran
religion have discovered modernity and India, a noticeably large number
can work to their advantage and help have formed their own communities
them save their community from across the globe, creating distant
potential extinction. According to a communities, causing a rise in mixed
recent article in the Wall Street marriages with non-Zoroastrians, and
Journal? many Zoroastrians in India, leading to declining numbers of
or Parsis, have turned to internet followers.
dating to help them find love and

marriage with someone of their own Modernity Responds
faith.

or decades, Zoroastrians,
followers of one of the oldest

The Basics of Zoroastrian History ~ The answer to eliminating this ever-
growing distance between
The Zoroastrian faith centers on the Zoroastrians just might be in the
motto of “Good Thoughts, Good largely popular and increasingly
Words, and Good Deeds,” principles utilized internet community of today.
which must guide all aspects of Enter: The Z Connection.
Zoroastrian life. The religion also  Established in 2006 with the sole
gives great importance to the conceptpurpose of bringing Zoroastrians
of “free will” allowing Zoroastrians from across the world closer
to choose good over evil using their together, the Z Connection offers a
god-given ability to think and variety of services including internet
decipher good from bad. dating specifically for Zoroastrians, a
world directory of Zoroastrians
centers, a worldwide calendar of
events, and a collection of other
information pertaining to the
religion. In essence, the Z

This rather simple yet profound
philosophy was conveyed through
Zarathushtra, who is thought to have
lived about 3,500 years ago’ in

Connection serves as a global
clearinghouse for Zoroastrians,
containing both information about

the religion, and offering services to
Zoroastrians to find and meet one
another regardless of which corner of
the world they call home.

The Z Connection’s goal is to appeal
to old and new generation
Zoroastrians. Whether their interests
lie in making new friends or
reconnecting with old ones on Z
Space, or meeting a Zoroastrian
match, or simply looking up a recipe
for “komach”, Zoroastrians can turn
to the Z Connection and find what
they seek. Since it is the first
comprehensive online Zoroastrian
community, and the only one of its
kind, the founders of the Z
Connection are looking forward to
receiving constructive criticism from
you, members of the Zoroastrian
community. Interested parties can
visit the Z Connection temporary
(non-functional) website at
www.theZConnection.com and send
their input to
theZConnection@gmail.com

A Lot to Lose...So, Let’s Not
Zoroastrians today fear the extinction
of their religion on two levels. The
most immediate is that of watching
their youth lose their Zoroastrian
identity and blend into more
dominant world cultures. The
second is the ultimate loss of an
ancient and rich history that is
marked by heroes such as Cyrus the

9" Cultural Conference on Intercultural

Exchange and Global Cooperation

By Behram Deboo

On June 3™ 2006, California requested to show a part of the

Zoroastrian Center and Council on
Persian Culture hosted a conference
at the Anaheim Convention Center
by inviting well-known speakers
from the prestigious universities.

by Cyrus Kar. He fondly spoke of
great contribution of Persians to
other world civilizations. Cyrus was
the champion of Human Rights as
evident from his handling of
Babylonians. He ordered his troops
not to violate Babylonians or their

The highlight of this conference was
the honor given to Dr. Fariborz
Maseeh for his charitable donation to
UCI to enhance studies in the Persian
culture. Dr. Soroosh Sorooshian
introduced Dr. Maseeh and Dr.

worship their gods. This
magnanimous act is inscribed in the
cylinder of Cyrus that is considered

Karen Lawrence praised Dr. by UNESCO as the First
Maseehs generosity and his Documentation of the Human
efforts to establish a Chair in Persian Rights.

studies. Dr. Maseeh is an .
outstanding scientist well known in
the field of Nano-Technology. He

Dr. Ferhang Mehr spoke
briefly. He emphasized that
war is not the solution but

documentary film on Cyrus the Great

properties. He gave them freedom to

requires a useful dialogue among
the nations to resolve many
issues.

e Dr. Niaz Kasravi talked about
multi-culturism and her
involvement in the issues of
human rights. She urged the
audience to stand up against the
abuse of the human rights.

the Harvard University talked
about the Iranian influence to the

Far East, along the Silk Road and

other parts of the world. He
mentioned about the values
found in Gathas passed on
through the Achaeminid and
Sassanian times. And they
continued in the Zoroastrian
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Professor P. Oktor Skjaervo from

Great (580 — 529 B.C.),” who relied
heavily on his Zoroastrian beliefs to
issue the first Charter of Human
Rights known to mankind. But
perhaps followers of one of the
world’s oldest monotheistic religions
can rest assured that the legend of
Cyrus the Great will continue to be
passed down through Zoroastrian

generations, as they just might find
the answer to their survival in
modernity’s most potent tool: the
internet.

The Z Connection will be formally
launched and functional at the 10 ™
Zarathushti Games, in Los Angeles,
California on the 4™ of July
weekend, 2006. Please come and
show your support. Together, we
can put the “Z” back into our
community.

! Currently, there is much speculation about
the size of the Zoroastrian population.
Estimates vary largely, from 200,000 to 2-3
million. Regardless, the population of
Zoroastrians is still considered one of the
smallest amongst the major world religions.
? Historically, Zoroastrians have rejected
allowing converts to enter their faith, mainly
due to the fact that their status as a minority
religion under persecution in Iran. Recently,
however, many enlightened Zoroastrian
groups have opened their doors to those who
choose to join their faith.

3 Zoroastrians Turn to Internet Dating to
Rescue Religion. (2006, February 6) The
Wall Street Journal, p. Al, Al6.

¢ Ibid.

* http://www.oznet.net/cyrus/cyframe.htm

communities after the Arab
conquest and are relevant in the
modern world. The high marks
of the Zoroastrian culture were
the concern for the poor,
moderation in life and respect for
every individual regardless of the
social status.

e Firdosh Mehta, the past President
of FEZANA outlined the
activities of this organization and
mentioned that it consists of 20
Zoroastrian organizations in
USA and 5 in Canada.

e Dolly Malva who is the past
President of Zoroastrian
Association Of California

Continued Page 8 p
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Interview with Professor Soroosh Sorooshian of UCI

By: Ardeshir Baghkhanian

Since Professor Sorooshian is invited
for a speech at California Zoroastrian
Center on July 9, 2006 along with
Professor Arthur Pearlstein, I
thought it is a good opportunity to
have a one on one interview with
him so those who did not know this
humble but very

accomplished Zoroastrian man get to
know him better.

He accepted to do this interview
without any hesitation or any
preconditions even though his
schedule is always full.

Followings are Few Questions that I
asked him and his exact answers.

1- Please tell us about yourself and
your family.

Born in Kerman. Parents; Jamshid
(often called Arbab Shahjamshid)
Sorooshian, and Homayoun Kianian
sorooshian

One brother, Mehrborzin in San
Diego and well know in the
Zoroastrian community, and three
sisters; Mahvash ( still lives in Iran),
Anahita and Armity, both in
Northern California

Married to Shirin Zomorrodi (
Chemical Engineer and works at
UClI's Chemistry Department) and
Two Sons; Jamshid Sorooshian (
Ph.D. in Chemical Engineering and
works at INTEL Corporation in New
Mexico) and Armin Sorooshian ( 3rd
year Ph.D. Student at the California
Institute of Technology in Pasadena)

2- Please tell us about your
childhood memories of Kerman

and what stands out in your mind
from that time.

- Because of the limited possibilities
for entertainment such TV, internet
etc.,etc., as a child and teenagers we
kept ourselves busy with simple
stuff. Great memories of going
around with our bicycles and hang
around with cousins and class mates.
Only two movie theaters in Kerman
and hence going to movies was the
big deal.

- Fond memories of going to our
parents farms, especially during the
summer for almost a two months
and have fun fishing, hunting, horse
riding and hiking.

3- Who was your role model Then
and why ?

teenager, one would find a role
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model in people who were better in
sports such as soccer. I don't
remember too many of their names
now

4- What are your hobbies and
activity beside your academic
work ?

Traveling and photography

5- In Short what is average week

for you is consist of ?

Try to get some exercise in the
mornings by walking.

If in Irvine, I am busy with
university work and mostly the
activities of the center I direct. Many
meetings with students and post docs
and my

research staff. Lots of phone calls,
answering emails and conference
calls.

6- What was it that inspired you

to go into the field of study that

you are in now and in layman
language tell us what is it that you
are doing ?

My educational experience are
somewhat accidental. I always
wanted to be an aerospace engineer.
So I started in Mechanical
Engineering for my BS degree, in
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo.

For graduate school I came to
UCLA and when a project a
professor at UCLA promised me
before my arrival did not get funded,
I switched from aerospace to
Operations Research for MS degree.
Then one day over coffee a professor
of hydrology in Civil Engineering,
talked me to get my Ph.D. in
hydrology. The

rest is History.

7- What are the secret of your
success and which achievements
you are most proud of ?

I have been fortunate in my choice of
profession. First, [ wanted to go back
to Iran after Ph.D. but the revolution
was about to happen. So We ( Shirin
and I) decided to wait in the US until
the condition in Iran became clearer.
One day my advisor at UCLA called
me and introduced me to a professor
at Case Western Reserve University
in Ohio. Within 5 days I went for an
interview and was offered a job as
assistant professor of System
Engineering. So, I chose to go to

academia and have been most

fortunate ever since with 20 years at
Those days back in Kerman and as a the University of Arizona and now at [l
UCI. I guess my fortunate of success ||

has been to work hard, enjoy and
never worry about the

future and as the saying goes; " let
the chips fall where they will". I am
proud of having had over 30 Ph.D.
students most of whom are now very
successful professors or Engineers in
the Government agencies or the
private sector.

- As for the personal achievements
that I am most proud of is my wife
Shirin and my two sons Jamshid and
Armin who are successful in their
own right way

- As for the professional
achievement that I am most proud of
is my election into two of the most
prestigious scientific academies. I
was elected to the National Academy
of Engineering in 2003 and it came
as a complete surprise. It has only
around 2000 members and by
nomination of the current members. I
am one of the three [ranians ever
elected to this academy.

The other one is the International
Academy of Astronautics.

8- What is it that you are

looking forward to achieve yet ?
With my research group we are
working on so many challenging
scientific problems and they will
keep us busy for many years to
come. The US government supports
our work and gives me the fortunate
ability of bringing many young and
talented students to work with me.
9- What is your advice or
suggestion to our young adults for
a success full completion of their
higher education in this highly
competitive society and job market?

Follow you heart and pursue a field
of study that will make you happy. I
was luck that my parents never told
me (or put pressure on me) to study
something that they selected for me.
If you can, go for the highest degree
without any interruption, because
you will have many more desirable
opportunities.

I chose an academic job over three
other offers ( in the consulting field)

I had in 1978 not because of Money,
but because I felt I would be happier.

I am very glad I did, because the
rewards eventually arrived.

10- Can you please tell us a little
about What you are going to speak
about on July 9, 2006 at California
Zoroastrian Center

I plan to talk about the recent
concerns about global warming and
global change. How it is effecting
our environment? How we as
humans have been impacting the
environment around us, from water,
earth, air to the energy sources which
I call "fire". I also will talk about
some exciting opportunities for the
younger generation as they

look into possible areas of study.

Please tell me about what you
wanted to say but I failed to ask
you.

I think your questions were excellent
and I can not think of anything else
to add.

* For more info about professor
Sorooshian go to

http://www.faculty.uci.edu/profile.cfm?faculty _id=5082

** For more info about upcoming
events at CZC go to

htp://www.czc.org OT get on CZC

news Email list by sendig an Email
tO info@czc.org.
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