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Sothebys

NTERMATIONAL REALTY

Ramin Ostowari/REALTORS

CA DRE #01322564

Commercial & Residential Investment Services
Specializing in Multifamily Apartments
In-State & Out-of-State

26000 Acers Street, Suite 200
Mission Viejo, CA 92691

Phone: 949.230.7231

Fax:

866.773.1262

Ramin.Ostowarif@SothebysRealty.com

“When you want results and not just promises”’
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Ahura Mazda [Wise Lord] is the Zarathushtrian God.
Zarathushtrians believe in Good Thoughts, Good Words and Good Deeds.
Asho Zarathushtra Spitaman is our prophet and teacher.

The Zarathushtrian sacred text is called the Avesta. The five Gathas in the Avesta are the very divinely
inspired words of Asho Zarathushtra, the holiest of the holies. The Zarathushtrian religion is the oldest
monotheistic religion in the world, dating back to the fourth millennium. According to Zarathushtra
there is only one God. True Zoroastrians follow the path of Asha [Righteousness]. Our religion teaches us
to respect these four elements; Water, Fire, Air and Earth. Zarathushtra says that the divine is present
within each one of us and in all things. This divine flame should not be contaminated, but sustained by
good thoughts, good words and good deeds. In the Avestan text Yasna 17.11, Zarathushtra expresses his
beautiful thought by speaking of the fire in all things, the fire within each one of us. If the divine is present
in all of us, then one must accept that Humans are divine. In fact all beings with life are a divine creation
of the creator. Zarathushtra is the first person to advocate freedom of choice; in the Gathas it is stated that
Ahura Mazda made us such. This is why Zarathushtra is known to be the father of free will.

‘Zoroastrianism is the oldest of the revealed world religions, and it has probably had more influence on
mankind, directly and indirectly, than any other single faith.’- Mary Boyce, Zoroastrians: Their Religious
Beliefs and Practices (London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1979, p. 1)

‘Zoroaster was thus the first to teach the doctrines of an individual judgment, Heaven and Hell, the future
resurrection of the body, the general Last Judgment, and life everlasting for the reunited soul and body.
These doctrines were to become familiar articles of faith to much of mankind, through borrowing by Ju-
daism, Christianity and Islam; yet it is in Zoroastrianism itself that they have their fullest logical coher-
ence.’ - Mary Boyce, Op. Cit. (p. 29)
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GOOD THOUGHTS

1 Editor’s Note

GOOD DEEDS GOOD WORDS

By Mehrdad Mondegari

Many Iranians are looking back to the ancient past in an effort to further their under-
! standing of society’s ideals and principles. They believe that, if they adopt their past
ideals and principles, those ideals and principles will lead them to a better lifestyle.
It is because of this that a modern movement is in process, led by intellectuals and
COVER STORY other passionate Persians, towards the same ideals and principles. This movement
is interested in finding the aspects of old Persian society that led to the glorious

Page 4 - Aryan Revival in Ariyana Vaeja Iranian civilization.
Those leading this humanitarian movement emphasize the importance for modern
Persians of learning and becoming aware of their history. They want to protect their
WORLD NEWS heritage and furthermore enable those ideals to be passed down from generation to
generation.
Page S - Kurdish Zarathusu‘lamﬁm . Inevitably, we find that distinguishing the true backbone of our civil past will create
- Sculpture Of Achaemenid soldier a stronger and richer civilization today. By finding the predominant elements that
to be sold at auction have worked and remained existent through time, perhaps we can influence those
living in current Iranian societies to also incorporate these true aspects of ancient
KIDS CORNER Iran.
- Another Great Celebration: Many Iranians may or may not be aware of recent incidents regarding university
Page 6 Mehregan students. One of these incidents is the unfair practice of entry requirements to col-
leges for minorities. The current academic placement test, much like the SAT exam
here in America, was conducted poorly for minority students. Whether it was inten-
tional or not, the testing time was skewed and ultimately lowered, leaving a portion
YOUTH CAFE of students at a large disadvantage for test completion. Many of the students became
anxious when starting late and their flustered approach to the exam became apparent
Page 7 - The Iranian Way of Life in the results.
- A Person Of Character In ancient Persia, the Persians believed in equality and freedom for all people re-
gardless of any racial or gender differences, just like here in the United States today.
In Ancient Iran and in America today, we have witnessed that, regardless of dif-
LITERATURE ferences and alternative beliefs, we may all live under one roof successfully, with
equality and freedom. Seeing America’s ethnic melting pot gives many Persians
- 2007 International Rumi year hope. We see that a society with variant backgrounds and religions can live harmo-
Page 8 - Unwritten niously.

Cyrus the savior established the First Human Rights Bill and, with it, clearly identi-
fied the significance of equality and freedom for all. It was this wisdom that was the
GATHAS SECTION backbone and strength of ancient Iran. This ideology of being one was the key to
societal unitization, which progressed into the benevolent country of Iran.

Page 9 - Autumn Festival Of Mehregan By continually abiding by this significant element that strongly influenced, if not
created, our heritage, we can ensure the progress and success of its value to the
people. Equality and freedom allowed Iran to evolve and obtain strength and power.
Now we must further act upon these values in order to use the accumulated strength

HUMANITY for righteousness forevermore.

- Looking Within
- I Believe

Page 10

PHILOSOPHY

- The Zoroastrian Religion

Page 11
9 A Philosophical Religion

HISTORY & CULTURE

Page 12 - The Names & Origin Of Iranian Months
- Thus Says Zarathushtra

GENERAL

Page 13 - Xenophon’s Cyrus the Great
The Art of Leadership & War

Page 14 - Sport: U-N-I-T-Y
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Aryan Revival
in Ariyana Vaeja

Thousands of years ago in Ariyana Vagja,
Pourushasp and Doghdo, the parents of
Asho Spitama Zarathushtra, lived on the
banks of a river (the Dargoh which flows
through modern Uzbekistan and Tajiki-
stan), where the birth of our holy teacher
took place. These were the ancient his-
torical lands of Saka, Chorasmia, Soghdia,
Balkh and Bactria, where the historical
events recorded in our Avestan texts (Yas-
hts and Vendidad and the Shahnameh of
Firdausi) actually occurred.

In the past decade and a half, these lands
became known as Uzbekistan, Tajikistan
and Kazakhstan. Uzbekistan lays claim to
being the birthplace of Paegamber Saheb
and Tajikistan the place where he passed
away. As is stated in the Avesta, Asho
Zarathushtra walked southwards from his
birthplace in the north (later Sogdia and
Uzbekistan), to Balkh and Bactria, and
to the Kyanian kingdom of Kai Vishtasp
(now Tajikistan). Modern Tajik people
are proud that Zarathushtra first taught his
divine message to their ancestors, to the
court of King Vishtasp. They are proud of
their ancient Kyani seed. This fact is visi-
ble repeatedly throughout the republic cel-
ebrations, in events and stadium parades
which all commenced with a depiction of
Zarathushtra holding the holy fire.

The revival of the Ancient Avestan cosmic
wisdom for the benefit of people today has
educated them about the ancient faith in
its original Aryana Vaeja homelands. Rus-
sia carved its empire, recklessly disregard-
ing the ancient cultural roots and bindings,
dividing families, language and culture
groups between artificially drawn bound-
aries. The wildly zigzagging boundaries
between Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Uzbeki-
stan and Turkmenistan have created pe-
rennial problems for road and train travel-
ers in search of visas. These are the fabled
lands of the Great Silk Road built by the
Achamenian emperor Darius the Great,
where silk merchants’ caravans passed
visa-less from China to Rome.

As a result, the Persian-speaking Tajik
people were carved up politically between
the republics of Tajikistan and Uzbekistan.
Tajiks are proud of their Ancient Aryan
ancestry and Persian language. In Uzbeki-
stan, there are more Tajiks of Ancient Ary-
an origin living than in Tajikistan itself.
The government of Uzbekistan encourag-
es the teaching of Avesta as a language for
its municipal school children in Tashkent,
the capital city. Languages spoken by the
people of states such as Sogdian and Bac-
trian are also taught at the Institute of Ori-
ental Languages Studies in Tashkent.

The Independence of Tajikistan

Once free, this small nation immediately
set about reviving its ancient, glorious Ky-
anian dynasty Aryan Avestan civilization.
The government of Tajikistan celebrated
its first republic anniversary by holding
the First Avesta World Conference in Du-
shanbe in the Academy of Sciences.

In 1994, with UNESCO support, the Tajik-
istan government celebrated one thousand
years of the poet Firdausi, and the Shah-
nameh. In the capital city of Dushanbe,
the main national library is named the Fir-
dausi Library, and it has several illustrated
manuscripts of the Shahnameh, and also
manuscripts of the Avestan books.

In 1996, Emomaly Rahmonov, the man of
peace (who wrote in his own autobiogra-
phy how deeply he had been influenced
by the teachings of Zarathushtra since his
youth), was made president. Tajikistan
celebrated its fifth republic anniversary by
holding the Second World Avesta Confer-
ence through the Academy of Sciences.
At the same time the Tajik government
celebrated the anniversary of the poet Ka-
mal-e Khujandi. Teaching of the Avesta
language and Aryan philosophy was intro-
duced in schools.

In 2001, for the tenth republic anniversary
celebration, President Rahmonov selected
a wonderful Republic Day parade in the
old stadium in his hometown, Kulab. The
entire life of Asho Zarathushtra was de-
picted in a stage production; teachings all
the Tajik schoolchildren would be inspired
to follow.

In 2002, President Rahmonov marched
into the offices of UNESCO in Paris and
demanded, as head of a nation state, that
2003 be declared worldwide as the year
for celebration of the 3000-year revival of
Zarathushtrian culture and civilisation.

In 2003, the government of Tajikistan fol-
lowed this up by holding major celebra-
tions in the Ministry of Culture building
in Dushanbe. Zoroastrian communities all
over the world, from Singapore to USA,
India to the UK and Iran, took advantage
of the UNESCO declaration to hold cel-
ebrations. Rahmonov declared, in his Re-
public Day speech to the nation, that cel-
ebrations in 2006 would be dedicated to
the revival of the Aryan civilization.

The Present Scene: Making History

In 2006, the government of Tajikistan an-
nounced through its Academy of Sciences
an official conference on this topic as part
of the official fifteenth anniversary cel-
ebrations.

In the tiny ancient Zarathushtrian village
of Voroh (in the mountains, 23000ft above
sea level), our mobeds performed Jashan
in the chill mountain air, in full view of
the entire village population, representa-
tives of the Penjikant Mayor’s office and
archacologists of the Sarazem, 5,500-year-
old fire-temple excavations. These Sogdi-
an people openly said, ‘We have ancient
Zarathushtrian blood flowing in our veins.’
In his every speech, President Rahmonov
exhorted people to follow the ethical teach-
ings of Zarathushtra, whom he described
as the first hero of Tajikistan. At govern-
ment parades in Kulab and Dushanbe, the
opening ceremony depicted Zarathushtra
in front of a huge fire, reciting manthras.

Scenes from the Vendidad holy book were
enacted. Long horns blew the sound of the
manthras all over the country. Our mobeds
recited Dua Tundorosti for TV interview-
ers, blessing the president and entire nation.
The walls of the cement factory at Du-
shanbe are decorated with 110 scenes
from Avesta and Shahnameh epic stories,
including pictures of Jamshed Padshah,
Asho Zarathushtra, Avesta scriptures and
Asho Farohar. The main government li-
brary in Dushanbe, the Firdausi library,
had a special exhibition of Shahnameh il-
lustrated manuscripts. UNESCO support-
ed the Penjikant excavations of ancient
Zoroastrian Sogdian.

In Tashkent, the city government officially
sponsors the teaching of the Avestan lan-
guage in municipal schools and also as
a university subject. Professor Rustom
Abdukamilov is teaching Avesta to over
600 students in two municipal schools,
as well as in the government’s Institute of
Languages. Uzbekistan has twelve states,
and languages including Avesta, Bactrian
and Sogdian are taught in the education
school/college curriculum as living lan-
guages.

The Future

More mobeds need to be sent to Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan and other Aryan countries
to do more navjotes, and to teach practi-
cal ceremonies, at regular six-monthly or
three-monthly intervals. The preparation
and printing of educational materials in
Aryan languages are also needed. Funds
are needed to print in Aryan languages
the Avesta books to teach our Mazdayas-
nie Zarathushti daena. Various excavation
sites prove beyond doubt the ancient Ary-

an civilization’s existence.

In the Holy Land, Zarathushti brothers
and sisters are practising the true Zara-
thushtrian principles of Humata, Hukhta,
Hvarashta (good thoughts, good words
and good deeds). They are very keen to re-
vive the Zoroastrian culture and religion.
In Dushanbe, the four-day-long official
government program for the fifteenth re-
public celebrations was out of this world.
The symposium, president’s speech and
various cultural programs, where over a
thousand participants acted in concert,
were mind-boggling, colorful and gor-
geous. The fireworks were so beautiful
that delegates from US, Canada, Australia,
France and other rich countries said that
they had never seen anything like them in
their lives.

President Rahmonov is a very sincere,
hardworking and practical person, who is
working towards the revival of the ancient
Aryan culture and civilization. In Uz-
bekistan, the Zarathushti spirit is working
zealously to form a Zarathushtii Anjuman.
The government appointed teachers for
Avesta and our Aryan languages to over
six hundred students in municipal schools
and other institutions. In Uzbekistan, like
Bactria, Balkh, Sogdia, people speak these
as living languages. These are the living
languages of living people and taught in
the schools in Tashkent.

Over all, this fruitful beginning must be
supported. May Ahura Mazda give the
Zarathushtrians strength, and may this
good culture and religion spread all over
the world. May Ahura Mazda bless our
Holy Land of greater Iran (Uzbekistan,
Tajikistan, Iran, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Af-
ghanistan, and Kazakhstan).

ﬁ

Claremont Graduate University
Council of Zoroastrian Studies

Presents

Persian

The Language of Iran,
Afghanistan and Tajikistan

Persian as a second language for Adults and
Children will be offered at Claremont Graduate
University every Saturday and Sunday.

Classes start September 8th, 2007

For more information please call

909-625-1114
626-588-2945

Gilda Moshir [gmoshir@hotmail.com]
Morgan Ariane [morganariane@gmail.com]

Claremont Graduate University
831 N. Dartmouth Avenue
Claremont, Ca 91711
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Kurdish Zarathustrianism

Mehdi Zana, the former mayor of Diyarbakyr and a prominent figure among Turkey’s
Kurdish nationalists, has made the news with his claims about Kurdish history. First, he
argued that Kurds simply had a brighter record before Islam. Second, as we read in the
weekly news magazine Aksiyon, he claimed that the authentic religion of the Kurds is
Zoroastrianism. They later converted to Islam, according to Zana, ‘due to the fear of the
sword’, and ’as a big mistake’.

By saying all that, Mr Zana presents a pattern of thought that many Kurds have adhered
to: the glorification and revival of their true religion, instead of Islamic or Christian re-
ligions. Zoroastrianism preaches a brotherhood which transcends and even surpasses all
tribal, ethnic and national identities. It is not just Mehdi Zana who tries to glorify the pre-
Islamic history of the Kurdish people. There is great interest among all Kurdish people to
g0 back to their Aryan culture and religion. Kurdish ideologues such as Cempid Bender
have long argued that Kurds are the founders of the Mesopotamian civilization and they
were the ones who invented pottery, agriculture, and even mathematics.

Another emphasis of the Kurdish ideologues is that they are of the Aryan culture, which
to them means tolerance and freedom of choice. This actually started when nationalist
Kurdish intellectuals tried to educate their people about their glorious past. But radical
Turkish nationalists are keen to portray their disputes with Kurds as Muslim Turks and
Muslim Arabs against the non-Muslim Kurds.

The effort by Kurdish freedom fighters such as Mehdi Zana to praise and revive Zara-
thustrianism is a part of his humanitarian agenda. This is a justified project and a noble
cause. Many people think that creating a separate Kurdish nation, which will demand
its own nation-state, is a great idea for the Kurds and their long-time neighbors, because
creating such an entity will reduce ethnic tension in the region. Moreover, a Kurdish na-
tion-state, once established, will be good for the Kurds and will end their long suffering.
Having your own nation-state, a political system which is run by democracy and which
respects your rights and freedoms, is a blessing.

Many great Kurdish poets, writers, philosophers, scientists and architects hail from the
culture that pre-dated Christianity and Islam, which was a golden age for Kurds. Denying
and distorting these facts in the history of the Kurdish people will not help any nation.
We need to allow these people to choose their own future and destiny.

Rahim Irvani Gallery of Ancient Iran
at the British Museum

The new Rahim Irvani Gallery at the British Museum in London will chart in a spectacu-
lar and exciting way the rise and diversity of Ancient Iran. It includes the first kingdoms
and the beginning of writing in 3000 BC, the glories of the Achaemenid period, and the
artistic triumphs of the later Parthian and Sassanian empires. The gallery is divided into
the following sections: First Cities; Age of Migrations; Persian Empire; Iranian Revival;
and Sassanian Empire.

The British Museum has one of
the most comprehensive collec-
tions of art and artifacts from an-
cient Iran (Aryana) in the world.
This includes sculptures, gold and
silver, glass and many other items
of luxury, as well as everyday arts
and crafts. The collection contains
some truly extraordinary objects
including the famous Cyrus Cyl-
inder [the first Charter on Human
Rights], the Darius seal, fragments
of sculptures discovered at Perse-
polis, the Oxus Treasure, exqui-
site Sassanian silver plate and cut
glassware, and a stunning set of
nineteenth century plaster-casts of
sculptures from Persepolis, the an-
cient Persian capital.

Perhaps the most important area of the collection relates to the Achaemenid period
(sixth-fourth centuries BC) when the Persian Empire stretched from Egypt to India. The
Achaemenid Empire was ancient Persia’s greatest kingdom and represents a golden age
for art and archaeology. The collection held by the British Museum includes finds from
the reigns of all the major Achaemenid kings such as Cyrus, Darius and Xerxes, as well
as from the famous historic city of Persepolis and other important royal sites. A special
display will be presented around the Cyrus Cylinder.

World Peace reaches the UN

It’s a positive message, and one that
filmmakers from around the world have
been bringing to the United Nations.
Short films about world peace by direc-
tors from as far afield as Italy and India
were screened at the UN in early Sep-
tember.

Among those being shown was a short
film entitled World Peace by acclaimed
Iranian director Tahmineh Milani. The
1.5-minute film stars 140 Iranian chil-
dren in traditional dress, dancing and
singing a specially-written song with the message of global harmony. And strikingly,
the film was made at the archaeological site of Persepolis, the capital of ancient Persia,
founded in the sixth century BC by Darius the Great.

Other filmmakers chose notable historical landmarks like the Eiffel Tower, the Pyramids,
the Great Wall of China and the Taj Mahal as their backdrops.

Director Tahmineh Milani is best-known for movies such as last year’s Atash Bas (Cease
Fire) and Nimeh-ye Penhan (The Hidden Half, 2001), which picked up awards at the
Asia-Pacific Film Festival and the Cairo International Film Festival.

Sculpture of Achaemenid soldier
to be sold at auction

For reasons of international law, UNESCO is unable to support the return of a sculpture
of an Achaemenid soldier to Iran. A London court decided that Iran is not the owner of
the artifact, and as a result, it will likely be put up for sale at a Christie’s auction at the
end of October.

Deputy director of Iran’s Cultural Heri-
tage, Handicrafts, and Tourism Organi-
zation’s legal department, Susan Cher-
aghchi, explained that although Iran and
the UK are both members of the Vienna
Convention on the Law of Treaties and
the UNESCO Convention (prohibiting
and preventing the illicit import, export
and transfer of ownership of cultural
property), the latter only joined the Vi-
enna treaty in 1982 and the UNESCO
treaty in 2002. Thus, they could not be
used to enforce a case which occurred
before those dates. ‘Based on international regulations,” she said, ‘many conventions
such as the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, as well as UNESCO’s 1970 con-
vention, are not ex post facto, therefore, they just come into force after the time that the
member country has ratified them.’

The sculpture is believed to be part of the stairway of the Apadana Palace in Persepolis,
dating back to the fifth century BC, and was sold at a 1974 auction in New York, bought
privately and taken to France, where it remained for 30 years. The Iranian government
has known about the bas relief’s existence since early 2005, when the Iranian Embassy
in London warned of the pending auction. At that point, they initiated legal proceedings.
While legal avenues for returning the sculpture to Iran may have been exhausted, the
ICHHTO is hoping to win the support of public opinion around the world by bringing
this story to the attention of the media globally.

As to whether Iran might buy the artifact back at the auction, Cheraghchi had this to say:
‘Currently, the issue of money is not important in this special case. Although Iran’s Cul-
tural Heritage and Tourism Organization may afford to provide the budget to purchase
this historic artifact, it is not the strategy implemented by the Organization. The president
of ICHHTO believes that Iran’s participation in this auction would be an approval to the
wrong ruling of London Court against Iran.’

Christie’s auction house announced that the Achaemenid figure, the profile head of a
spear-carrying guardsman with feathered headdress and beard arranged in tight curls, is
to be offered with an estimated value of 800,000 British pounds.
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Another Great Celebration! Puzzle
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This celebration that I am going to tell you about is called 3 o | w G A T H A - c K o M 35
the Mehregan. Long, long time ago the Persians celebrated the e ~
Mehregan. It was a grand event. Historians say that Mehregan 3% L. o O [ 6 .0 O RS S S
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greatest celebration after Nowruz!! 3§ 3¢
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For Mehregan the Persians used to lay a very beautiful and a 3¢ <
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the season. Fruits like: pomegranate, orange and grapes and 3¢ 3¢
whatever else that was available in autumn. They also would K 2 2 & A N ! < d M B i’ s ¢
put a mirror, candles and rose water on the table. This lovely 3k A v E 5 T A X N a | wu E 0 s
table was also known as “khaan-e-Mehregan”. 3k b3
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big and a lot of Iranians celebrate it every year. Below is a € 8952 Hazard Avenue, Westminster, CA 92683, Attn: Armita Dalal 3¢
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The Valley Avesta classes started on
Sunday, Sept 9t in Encino California.!

On the first day parents registered their
children while kids played games and had fun
socializing with their friends. Games were
followed by lunch. All the adults also had an
opportunity to get back together after the
summer break.

Check this out!

Avesty classes in the Valley are held almost
every other Sunday in the Balboa Park.
Currently there are four classes.

If you live in the Valley and would like to join
the Valley Avesta Class dont hesitate to send

Zartoshties believe that it is very important to keep the four elements pure and clean.

These four elements are:

. Earth an email to:

e+ Fire -

* Air
. water info@czcjour

As time passes we see how humans have been mistreating and polluting the environment.
Trees are cut down by the acre daily; our air is polluted by dirty gases that are emitted from
factories and cars. Our water is becoming contaminated due to the dumping of sewage.

nal.org and
in the subject

p¢4t<attrn
Armita/
Avesta Class

As we see the negative effects of this careless behavior, we can appreciate the wisdom of the
teachings of Zarathustra and how important it is to take care of and keep these elements
clean.

If 1 could, | would pass a law to make sure that every tree that is cut down at any part of the
World must be replaced by planting a new one.

I would love to hear about your ideas as how to save our Earth and the environment. Wite
your comments and sent it to info@czcjournal.org. In the subject put Attention: Armita

I — Hope to see you there!
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Keep It Alive:

The Iranian Way of Life

By Roya Waltman, age 20

Every year, at this time, we tie up our
loose ends and finish the last of our sum-
mer plans. We begin to prepare for an-
other school year, often dreaded, although
inevitably for our own good. Many of us
are reaching the dramatic time of leaving
for college, a time consisting of so much
excitement, but simultaneously yielding
endless anxieties. This step is significant
for the young adult as much as for the fam-
ily. I, personally, have experienced this
transition in recent years, and now I am
able to look back and analyze the effects
this transitional stage has had on me thus
far.

As long as I can remember, every Iranian
individual I met was introduced as a ‘cous-
in, ‘aunt’ or ‘uncle,” dependent on their
sex and their age. This tightly knit ‘family
environment’ was consistently, and is con-
tinually, encouraged among Iranian youth.
As I have become more aware of the world
in which I live, and the mass diversity it
possesses, I am able to better distinguish
the unique bond present between fellow
Iranians and myself. I’ve come to realize
that regardless of actual blood relations,
we are all relatives in the sense that we are
all here in America, practicing the same
Persian customs and living similar lives
with a predominant Iranian-based belief.

We are unique in that sense and have
thrived by resembling a family, as we all
have come from the same place and have a
similar symbolic home which we have de-
rived from. The use of often-exaggerated
family terms, which may sometimes even
feel mythical, have ultimately assisted us
in keeping our tightly-knit Iranian societ-
ies intact and on many occasions may even
be much more appropriate to title our rela-
tions throughout the Iranian community.

After leaving for college, I found such
Iranian relationships to be much more
scarce. It was easy to determine that our
bonds as Iranians are predominantly much
tighter because of the social, customary,
religious, and ethnic similarities we all ex-
perience. In addition, it has come to my
attention that we Iranians exhibit a much
greater amount of trust and respect to-
wards one another. When I think back to
my own childhood, I recall the times my
family frequently packed into the car to go
visit our relatives across town.

Once we drove up to the house, we kids
were miraculously no longer restricted to
staying within my parents’ sight. Instead, I
was in fact instructed to go and get to know
my cousins and play. It’s almost as if my
mother wanted to get rid of me. She would
never give any of my American friends the
same amount of trust. The normal moth-
erhood cautionary standards were at ease,
as she obviously felt an extreme amount
of trust in everybody present. At ‘Mehm-
ooney’ my duty was to know all the other
kids and make sure I looked as if 1 was
happily busy interacting with them... or

else my mother would take me by the hand
as she found it necessary to go around and
awkwardly introduce me to them individ-
ually, which always had a way of making
my face red as a tomato.

Since the day I moved out for college, I
have made many new friends and have
begun several cross-cultural relation-
ships with others. This has brought me a
lot of awareness of others and a widened
perspective on concepts [ thought I had
already understood. In the time since I
left home, I have made lots of acquain-
tanceships, many friendships and some
truly meaningful relationships. Yet, noth-
ing seems to amount to the ties I’ve ex-
perienced between my Iranian family and
myself. As I moved out, naturally T be-
came more accustomed to the American
lifestyle. I found myself on a constant go,
which often made me disregard inbred ac-
tions such as etiquette and common social
skills. T began to be more independent, I
found myself becoming busier and busier
and more distant with my Iranian family.

And, I soon realized that throughout Amer-
ica, this distance is thought to be only
courteous. Everyone seemed to be living
contently in their own bubble, and as a
stranger I felt I had no right to interfere in
their personal space. I can’t just show up
at a good American friend’s house with-
out prior notification, as they are probably
following a strict, timely schedule for the
afternoon with a long to-do list before
work starts in the morning. You can’t ex-
pect to call a friend at any hour to catch
up with each other, as they probably have
plans and need to get going. But for us
Iranians, in every occasion I have yet to
encounter, we come first for one another.
Sitting down for ‘chahey’ is a must upon
any visitation. Bringing out and offering
fruits and sweets is obligatory, regardless
of what may have been previously sched-
uled at that time. A phone call intended for
getting a lost address seems to always turn
into an hour-long gossip session.

When experiencing the transition of mov-
ing away from home, it’s easy to become
accustomed to your Americanized sur-
roundings. But as Iranian youth, we are
ultimately the individuals who decide
whether or not these Persian ideals and
customs will continue to exist throughout
the next generation of Iranian-Americas. It
is crucial for us to protect the lifestyle we
have been raised to follow, in order to reap
the benefits of being Iranians residing here
in America. It is inevitable that the Ameri-
can way of life will affect the way we view
the world, as we now are Americans as
well and will forevermore be influenced
by the American environment which sur-
rounds us. Yet, as the younger generation
of Iranians, we really are the determining
factor. It is our duty, our responsibility, to
ensure such traditional values continuous-
ly flow through the blood of tomorrow’s
Iranian generation.

A person of character

By Debra Velasquez

When one is bestowed with a Prestigious Character Award from a school in which he or
she is the only Zarathushti, the accomplishment becomes a special source of personal joy
and communal pride.

Zerkxis Bhandara, 12, was the final recipient of the Mary Velasquez Award which he was
presented with on June 18th, 2007 by Mrs Mary Velasquez during a glittering function
amidst all the students and faculty members at El Camino Real elementary school.

As an exemplary role model, Zerkxis was honored with a character award for displaying
integrity among his peers with dignity, reverence, compassion, trust and citizenship. On
the path of Asha, Zerkxis embraces the 12 words of Ashem Vohu.

Apro Zerkxis, son of Teenaz and Mobed Zarrir Bhandara, is one of the young practicing
priests in our Southern California Zarathushti community.

BRAVO ZERKXIS FOR BEING THE PRIDE AND JOY OF OUR COMMUNITY.

Character Counts:

A person of character is caring; they care about themselves, their family and everybody,
and do whatever they can do to help.

A person of character is trustworthy; you can trust them no matter what. They are not
gullible to other’s words. They will go through anything and everything and support you.
A person of character is a good citizen; they care about their community and their fellow
citizens. They will do anything to make their community a better place.

A person of character is responsible; they will confess to things they know they are ca-
pable of doing, and when they make a promise they make sure the work is done. If they
are not capable of doing something, they make sure somebody is notified about the fact.
A person of character is respectful; they respect themselves, their family, their friends,
and their fellow citizens. They respect other’s beliefs and property as well.

A person of character is kind; they love all and serve all. They believe what goes around
comes around, and most importantly they live what they believe.

These are the qualities Zerkxis Bhandara has put into practice and exemplified in all
walks of life, and if we had more of this kind of people, this world would be a better

place. We all can be people of character, so just throw your pebble into the lake of char-
acter and watch the miracles happen.

Change and the Iranian family

By Vida Nassehi-Behnam

In the course of the last 50 years, socioeconomic changes have affected the family insti-
tution, and we are witnessing a gradual but continuous and decisive transformation of
family structure varying in intensity among diverse social strata of society. Nevertheless,
the Iranian family has preserved many of its traditional functional aspects, the most im-
portant being its function as a support system. Most Iranian families (83%) are conjugal
but have strong socioeconomic relations with their kinship network. The tayefeh is a
social reality in villages even today. In cities, kinship groups have disappeared superfi-
cially, but family relations are means of entry into new family pressure groups.

Members of the younger generation, though they would like to escape family supervi-
sion, submit to family relationships because they can hardly advance in their careers
without kinship support. The old urban kinship groups (khanedan) have weakened, but
new ones have emerged from the middle class. As soon as a person acquires high social
status through advanced studies, etc., a web of relatives surrounds him and creates a new
sociopolitical pressure group.

In cities, immigrants of the same origin (hamvalayati) also gather and reorganize on the
basis of common language, culture, and ethnicity. The main changes we can observe in
this domain are that family relationship by blood has given way to family relationship
by marriage, and that although the role of family groups has not changed; its application
is different nowadays.

On the whole, the characteristics of the Iranian family today are symbolic of transition
and maladjustment of values. The forces of change are wrestling with those of continuity,

and the clash between tradition and modernity is very apparent.

Source: Current Anthropology, Vol. 26, No. 5 (Dec., 1985), pp. 557-562
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2007 International Rumi Year

By Mahzad Shahriari

Having accepted the proposal of the Culture and Tourism Ministry of Turkey in March
2006, this year has been declared as the ‘International Rumi Year’ by UNESCO. The
recognition is intended for the commemoration of Rumi’s 800th birthday and has
given rise to many activities regarding the mystic’s appreciation in many countries as
well as in Turkey. Upon the designation by UNESCO, the three countries that Rumi
had lived in during his lifetime, Iran, Turkey and Afghanistan, will be holding special
programs commemorating the man and his philosophy.

It is an astonishing fact that, 800 years after he was born, Mevlana Rumi is the most
popular poet in the United States of America. The name Mevlana Celaleddin Rumi
stands for an ecstatic flight into infinite love.

The story of love must be heard from love itself

For like a mirror it is both voiceless and expressive.

He addressed all people, regardless of their faith or ethnic origin. He advocated unlim-
ited tolerance, positive reasoning, goodness, charity and awareness through love.
Rumi is a celebrated poet and Sufi mystic who has gained acceptance worldwide, with
his liberal beliefs on religion and his beautiful poetry. He is known as Jalal al-Din Mu-
hammad Rumi, or Celaladin Mehmet Rumi, or Mevlana. He was born in 1207 in the
city of Balkh in the north-eastern provinces of Persia. After fleeing from Genghis Khan
and his armies, Rumi and his family moved around, until eventually settling in Konya,
Turkey. Rumi’s father headed the Dervish learning center until he died when Rumi
was just in his twenties, prompting the young poet to take up his father’s position.
His meetings with the mystic Dervish, Shams of Tabriz, were perhaps Rumi’s greatest
source of inspiration. Rumi and Shams developed a very close relationship, delving
deep into the spirit. Shams was sent to Damascus and was allegedly killed by students
of Rumi who were jealous of their close relationship. Rumi was grief-stricken by the
event and circled a pole, reciting poetry, which became the origin of the whirling der-
vishes. The whirling went on to represent a reaching out to and surrounding to God.
Rumi passed away on the 17th of December in 1273 and was buried beside his father
in Konya, Turkey. A tomb was built for the great Sufi poet and remains a sacred site
that is visited by visitors from every part of the world, from all walks of life.

Beyond our ideas of right-doing and wrong-doing, there is a field. I’ll meet you there.
When the soul lies down in that grass, the world is too full to talk about. Ideas, lan-
guage, even the phrase ‘each other’

doesn’t make sense any more.

Poetry

Divan-e-Shams: A compendium of poetry in praise of Shams in over 45,000 verses in
Farsi (Persian).

Mathnavi: Rumi’s most famous work in seven books and 24,660 couplets, in Farsi and
some Arabic. This work is also commonly referred to as the Persian Quoran.

Fihi ma Fihi: Introductory discourses on metaphysics.

Famous quotations by Rumi

* Remember, the entrance door to the sanctuary is inside you.

» What was said to the rose that made it open was said to me here in my chest.

* Load the ship and set out. No one knows for certain whether the vessel will sink or
reach the harbor. Cautious people say, ‘I’ll do nothing until I can be sure.” Merchants
know better. If you do nothing, you lose. Don’t be one of those merchants who won’t
risk the ocean!

* In this world of trickery emptiness is what your heart wants.

o Christian, Jew, Muslim, shaman, Zoroastrian, stone, ground, mountain, river, cach
has a secret way of being with the mystery, unique and not to be judged.

* In silence there is eloquence. Stop weaving and watch how the pattern improves.

» Hangovers come with love, yet love’s the cure for hangovers.

Separation from companions is unwise

Treading the path without light is unwise
If the throne and scepter have been your prize
Descent from prince to pauper is unwise.
For Beloved, the you in you is disguise
To focus on the you in you is unwise.

If once to heavenly abundance you rise
Desperation and impotence is unwise.
Hear the thief’s greedy and fearful cries
Fraudulent deception too is unwise.
Able-body, chains and shackles unties
Idleness of such a body is unwise.

Your foothold gone, your soul freely flies
Wingless and featherless flight is unwise;

Given wings, reach only for Godly skies
Flying away from God’s Will is unwise.
To you, phoenix, demise is mere lies
Phoenix running from fire is unwise.

Live your life with arms wide open
Today is where your book begins

Feel the rain on your skin

No one else can feel it for you
Only you can let it in

No one else, no one else

Can speak the words on your lips
Drench yourself in words unspoken
Live your life with arms wide open
Today is where your book begins
The rest is still unwritten

The rest is still unwritten

Unwritten

By Natasha Bedingfield

I am unwritten, can’t read my mind, I’'m
undefined

I’m just beginning, the pen’s in my hand,
ending unplanned

Staring at the blank page before you
Open up the dirty window

Let the sun illuminate the words that you
could not find

Reaching for something in the distance
So close you can almost taste it
Release your inhibitions

Feel the rain on your skin

No one else can feel it for you
Only you can let it in

No one else, no one else

Can speak the words on your lips
Drench yourself in words unspoken
Live your life with arms wide open
Today is where your book begins
The rest is still unwritten

I break tradition, sometimes my tries, are
outside the lines

We’ve been conditioned to not make
mistakes, but I can’t live that way

Staring at the blank page before you
Open up the dirty window

Let the sun illuminate the words that you
could not find

Reaching for something in the distance
So close you can almost taste it
Release your inhibitions

Feel the rain on your skin

No one else can feel it for you

Only you can let it in

No one else, no one else

Can speak the words on your lips

Drench yourself in words unspoken
Live your life with arms wide open
Today is where your book begins

Feel the rain on your skin

No one else can feel it for you
Only you can let it in

No one else, no one else

Can speak the words on your lips
Drench yourself in words unspoken
Live your life with arms wide open
Today is where your book begins
The rest is still unwritten

Staring at the blank page before you
Open up the dirty window

Let the sun illuminate the words that you
could not find

Reaching for something in the distance
So close you can almost taste it
Release your inhibitions

Feel the rain on your skin

No one else can feel it for you
Only you can let it in

No one else, no one else

Can speak the words on your lips
Drench yourself in words unspoken
Live your life with arms wide open
Today is where your book begins

Feel the rain on your skin

No one else can feel it for you
Only you can let it in

No one else, no one else

Can speak the words on your lips
Drench yourself in words unspoken
Live your life with arms wide open
Today is where your book begins
The rest is still unwritten

The rest is still unwritten

L J

leave a trail.

until it is faced.

Nobody’s around - let’s look deep inside:
* Few are those who see with their own eyes and feel with their own hearts.
* Be like a postage stamp. Stick to one thing until you get there.

* Do not go where the path may lead. Go instead where there is no path and

e It is better to be defeated on principle than to win on lies.
* Not everything that is faced can be changed, but nothing can be changed

i'l * The best way to predict the future is to invent it. IE
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Is the Religion of Zarathushtra Universal?

By Bahram Deboo

This question has been put forth by many non-Zoroastrians - whether the religion of
Zarathushtra is universal. Before we proceed, we must differentiate it from the religious
universalism of a religion that claims the salvation of a soul only through its mediator.
Examples include Jesus, Buddha, Krishna, etc. What we are talking here is universality
which is defined as the totality of all things. The Avestan word is Haurvatat while the
Sanskrit cognate is Sarvatat — ‘All That IS’ (Sarva, total and tat, that).

This is one of the Ahura Mazda’s attributes. The common thread at the cosmic level is the
Cosmos and at the human level, it is the Fravashi, the thread that runs through the soul
of each human being. Since each soul possesses the Essence of Divinity - the Fravashi is
thus universal and eternal.

Now we come to the definition of universal. According to Webster’s Dictionary, it means
of, for, or including all or the whole of something specified; not limited or restricted. A
universal religion is for all, has no location or time. It does not define race, color or na-
tionality. It is unique for all who embrace it.

Historically, the religion of Zarathushtra was universal, as it is abundantly clear from the
Shah Name. Spiritually it is universal, as we learn from the Gathic passages. Zarathushtra
promulgated his Daena with his divine Manthras (divinely inspired thoughts) with persua-
sion and sweet tongue. We choose to be a follower of Zarathushtra after hearing his divine
teachings. I must mention one line from the Farvardin Yasht which says, ‘Henceforth the re-
ligion of Good Conscience of Mazda worshipping will spread seven continents of the earth.’
In this paper, instead of giving all the evidence and what has written by many scholars, the
authorwouldliketo givearesolutionthatwaspassedbythe North American Mobed Council -
anAssociation of Parsi Mobeds. Atits 13th AGM (annual general meeting) in the year 2000,
it passed the following resolution unanimously, with one abstention. The resolution reads:

Parsi is a race.

Zoroastrianism is a religion.
The term ‘Parsi’ applies to the descendents of the original migrants who left Iran to settle
in India to preserve Zoroastrianism.
A ‘Parsi’ is a person born of both Parsi parents who has an inalienable right to practice
the Zoroastrian religion.
A ‘Zoroastrian’ is a person who believes and follows the teaching of Zoroaster.
It is recognized that ‘Zoroastrianism’ is a universal religion.
It is further recognized that a Zoroastrian is not necessarily a Parsee.
I do not believe we need further elucidation in this matter. Let us free the spirit of Zara-
thushtra so that the whole world will realize his beautiful ideals and teachings. Let us
have faith in our Ahura Mazda and Zarathushtra who are both our Ahu (Lord) and Ratu
(Spiritual Leader).

Reference for the resolution: Ervard Dr. Jehan Bagli, President, North American Mobed Council.

A beautiful prayer that says it all

By Bahram Deboo

This is a prayer that is to be recited after praying Khorshed and Mehr Niyaesh. Both
prayers are dedicated to the universal energy of the sun and divinity (celestial light) be-
hind it. The prayer is in Avesta and called VISPA HUMATA.

1. Vispa Humata, Vispa Hukhta, Vispa Havershta Baodha-varshta.

2. Vispa Dushmata, Vispa Duzakhta, Vispa Duzvarshta Noit boadho-varshta.

3. Vispa Humata, Vispa Hukhta, Vispa Havershta Vahishtem Anghuim ashaeta.

4. Vispa Dushmata, Vispa Duzukhta, Vispa Duzvarshta Achishtem Anghuim Ashaeta

5. Vispanamcha Humatanam Hukhtanam Havareshtanam Vahishta Anghui; Aat hacha
chithrem ashaone. Ashem Vohu (1).

Translation:

1. All (that is) well-thought, all that is well-spoken and all that is well-done are created by
the awakened consciousness. Baodho means awakened consciousness. Well here means
good, pure and righteous. Vispa means all. In Sanskrit, it is Vishva.

2. All that is not well-thought, all that is not well-spoken and all that is not well-done are
not created by the awakened consciousness. Here ‘not well’ means bad or evil.

3. All that is well-thought, all that is well-spoken and all that is well-done bring about the
best existence. Here Vahsihtem anghuim means Baheshte barin. It leads all persons to the
best physical as well as spiritual existence.

4. All that is not well-thought, all that is not well-spoken and all that is not well-done
bring about the worst existence physically and spiritually.

5. All good thoughts, all good words and all good deeds bring the best existence which
the righteous people know it as such.

Autumn Festival of Mehregan
(Jashn-e-Mehregan)

The name of Mehr is de-
rived from the Avestan
word ‘Mithra”. Mithra is
a pre-Zoroastrian deity of
the Indo-European people.
Mitra (Mithra) is adorned in
many hymns of Rig Veda of
Hindus. His name is men-
tioned over 200 times. The
Sun is said to be the eye of
Mitra. It is associated with
another Vedic god Varuna
as Mitra-Varuna akin to
Mithra-Ahura in Avesta.

Mitra in Sanskrit and related languages mean ‘friend’.

Here I would like to draw your attention that Zarathushtra in Gathas ignored Mithra.
However, after Zarathushtra because of tolerance of religions by Persians and their
friendliness to the conquered nations, syncretism of old gods occurred and Yashts were
written to adore these gods. In the Avesta, the Mithraic hymns are found in Khorshed
niyaesh, Mehr niyaesh and Mehr Yasht. A short description of a hymn is as follows:

“ Mithra — The cosmic symbol of the divine eternal light, far flung in the universe; pro-
genitor of the creation, bounding all creations; just and equal shining over all and every-
thing and the maintainer and sustainer of all forms of life.

According to the Zoroastrian Fasli calendar, Mehrgan falls on ruz-e-Mehr (16th day),
Mah-e-Mehr which is October 2, 2 007. However, late Dr. Jivanji Modi, a Zoroastrian
scholar of great repute says Mehregan should fall on autumn equinox, the date this year
being September 23rd . Taquizadeh says that it’s a very old festival that was celebrated
by Iranians for 30 days almost like Nowruz as Mehrgan heralded the beginning of winter.
Persians celebrated in the Persian month of Bagayadi that corresponded to the seventh
Babylonian month Tishritu, the Babylonian sun god. But later it was celebrated accord-
ing to the Zoroastrian calendar.

The worship of Baga-Mithra can be traced as far as the fourteenth century BCE. This
shows the antiquity of Mithra among the Indo-Iranian culture and history. Mithraism
spread to Rome, Greece and as far as England as the Roman Mithraic temple was found
in London. Some Parthian kings of Iran had their names after Mithra. The Parthian king
Mithradates VI was a very famous warrior who had the Romans on the run, and con-
quered The Roman kingdoms of Asia Minor. After the arival of Islam, Ummayad and
Abassid Khalifs started celebrating Mehrgan. Sultan Massood Ghaznavi who reigned
Iran in 11th century ACE celebrated Mehrgan on a grand scale reviving the old festival
among the hearts of Iranians. Kings in Iran received gifts from their Satraps and in
return they gave new clothes to the people.The symbol of Mehrgan is the lotus flower
which conveys love, peace and friendship. At Persepolis, the lotus flower is depicted
in many bas-reliefs and Cyrus the Great is represented as the king of kings holding the
lotus flower. About 30 nations of the Persian Empire celebrated Mehrgan as the Autumn
Equinox.

The Julian calendar which was put in practice in 45 BCE and December 25th, was reck-
oned as the Winter Solstice and the Nativity of Mithra. Mithraism was popular among
the Roman aristocracy. Here Mithraism took a different from among Romans. In the
Mithraic grotto, a slave and king were on equal footing and addressed each other ‘broth-
er’. However, it was not open to women—a factor responsible for replacing Mithraism
with Christianity. People celebrated December 25th as the birthday of the Supernal Light
and kindled lights all over, symbolizing the creative force. After the Romans became
Christians, because of its popularity among Christians as well as non-Christians, they
chose to celebrate the birthday of Christ on December 25th and the festival Epiphany on
January 6th.Important events that happened on Mehrgan;

1.1t is believed that Ahura Mazda in one of the phases of creation that extended the

boundaries of the earth.

2. Ahura Mazda introduced the spiritual element ‘soul’ in the physical bodies.

3. Firdowsi writes in the Shahname (the book of kings), that Faredoon captured Zahak
and imprisoned him in Mt. Damavand on the last day of Mehrgan. People celebrated his
victory over the evil ruler. Thus, Mehrgan represents the victory of good over evil.

4. On the day of Mehrgan, Faredoon was crowned and people of Iran celebrated this
auspicious day in his honor.

5. Iranian kings wore their crowns in the shape of the Sun with a wheel in it. Every ray
of light is a living, vibrating ray sustaining this whole earth and the universe. The highest
spiritual achievement comes when the soul sees the light of God (Noor-e-Khoda). May
the divine principle of the eternal light shine upon the hearts of all human beings such
that it would bring warmth, love, friendship and happiness.

Ref:
1. Dr. Poordavood 2. Dr. Ali Jafarey. 3. Dr. Mirza 4. SirJ. G. Frazer and Henry Filmer.
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Looking Within

By Niaz Kasravi, Ph. D.

In a book, a friend of mine read of a story that she shared with me recently. It is worth
retelling.!

It is said the Shams-e Tabrizi once told Rumi a story of a deer that, all his life, searched
for a divine scent he remembered from his childhood days. He searched high and low, in
the deserts and by the seas, in the mountains and in the valleys, but he could not locate
the origin of this scent. One day, as he grazed in the forest he was attacked by a lion, who
tore into the deer’s stomach. At the last moment of his life, the deer realized the heavenly
scent he had been searching for all his life came from his own abdomen®. Shams goes
on to say that, in contrast, a skunk spends all his life trying to escape a bad odor that he
thinks is following him from some external source.

It is within each of ourselves that we can find everything good and bad. Unfortunately,
we rarely recognize this. If we are like the skunk, we attribute all the negative things in
the world to something else, something outside of ourselves. If we are like the deer, we
fail to recognize that the beauty we see in the world actually resides within us.

This recognition is vital to our survival as human beings. Only when we take responsi-
bility for everything good and bad in the world will we realize that the power to change
things for the better is in our hands. War, poverty, hatred, and intolerance exist because
they are byproducts of our human attributes. Fortunately, love, happiness, peace, and
tolerance also reside in our beings. Zarathushtra knew this well, when he chose to pro-
mote good thoughts, good words and good deeds in his life’s philosophy. Human beings
become great, not based on their abilities, but on their choices.

Fall is a time to celebrate Mehregan. In addition to commemorating the mythical victory
of Kaveh and Fereydoon over Zahak, and good over evil, Mehregan is the Persian festi-
val of autumn. It is a time when, quite literally, our ancestors reaped what they sowed in
the fields. In taking a lesson from the deer and the skunk, this Fall we should considering
looking within ourselves. We are not as noble as some think, nor are we inherently evil.
Rather, we are a product of our choices. We may finally recognize that everything good
and bad that is happening around us is on us. We are merely reaping what we have sowed
— sometimes as individuals, sometimes as a society.

sk sk sk skoskok skosk

1- This fable is described in a book by Saideh Ghods titled Kimia Khatoon, by Cheshmeh publishers, 1383.
2- Musk is a penetrating odor that is derived from the glad of a male musk deer. It is a popular perfume fixative.

| Believe

By John D. Rockefeller, Jr., inscribed at Rockefeller Center, New York City

I believe in the supreme worth of the individual and in his right to life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness.

I believe that every right implies a responsibility; every opportunity, an obligation; every
possession, a duty.

I believe that the law was made for man and not man for the law; that government is the
servant of the people and not their master.

I believe in the dignity of labor, whether with head or hand; that the world owes no man
a living but that it owes every man an opportunity to make a living.

I believe that thrift is essential to well-ordered living and that economy is a prime requisite
of a sound financial structure, whether in government, business or personal affairs.

I believe that truth and justice are fundamental to an enduring social order.

I believe in the sacredness of a promise, that a man’s word should be as good as his bond;
that character -- not wealth or power or position -- is of supreme worth.

I believe that the rendering of useful service is the common duty of mankind and that only
in the purifying fire of sacrifice is the dross of selfishness consumed and the greatness of
the human soul set free.

I believe that love is the greatest thing in the world; that it alone can overcome hate; that
right can and will triumph over might.

Did you know?

In 2003, the US Senate passed Resolution 210, officially designat-
ing October as National Work and Family Month. The Resolution
says, ‘Supporting a balance between work and personal life is in the
best interest of national productivity

Persian antiquities exhibited in Mexico

‘Iran, A Symbol of Paradise’, an exhibi-
tion of some 300 Persian historical relics,
is to be displayed in Portobello, Mexico.
Following critical acclaim and sell-out
crowds at the Anthropology Museum of
Mexico City last November, the head of
Iran’s Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and
Tourism Organization, Esfandiar Rahim-
Masha’i, announced that the exhibition
of Iran’s ancient civilization will move to
Portobello.

Artifacts date back to the pre-Islamic period up to the Qajar era (1787-1921 Common
Era), and these include metal objects from the Kalmankareh historic site in Lorestan
province, on loan from Iran's National Museum.

Manuscript J2 in Avestan

For students of Avestan, to read or download the CZC publications archive, please visit
www.czcjournal.org.

Please look for all kinds of great articles that answer most of your questions in Persian
and English.

***Attention all researchers, scholars and students of the Gathas of Zarathushtra. The
California Zoroastrian Center takes pleasure in providing to the community a part of
our precious ancient heritage, consisting of excerpts from the Manuscript J2 in Avestan,
which include the Yatha Ahu Vairyo prayer, the Ashem Vohu prayer, and the Gathas.

Please download the rare copy of The Yasnas - Excerpts from the Manuscript J2 from
http://www.czcjournal.org/manuscript.htm

Scholarships

Dear All,

Per our previous announcement, we are pleased to announce the selection of four
Zoroastrian students to receive $5,000.00 each, for a total of $20,000.00 towards
their educational expenses. Our special thanks go to the Massiah Foundation for
their vision and foresight, the World Zoroastrian Organization and ERSF of the
UK for their full support and matching fund of US $10,000.00, and the many
Zoroastrian students who applied for these four scholarships across the US.

Each and every applicant will receive an individual recognition letter through the
mail and we invite all to participate in the public ceremony for handing out the
scholarship awards, which will take place this Fall at the California Zoroastrian

Center or some other appropriate place. Once the four winners have received
their personal acknowledgments, we will announce their names.

Committee Members:

Professor Nasrin Rahimieh, Maseeh Chair and Director of the Dr. Samuel M.
Jordan Center for Persian Studies and Culture, and Professor of Comparative
Literature at the University of California, Irvine.
Professor Soroosh Sorooshian, Distinguished Professor at the Department of
Civil and Environmental Engineering and Department of Earth System, Science
Director at the Center for Hydrometeorology and Remote Sensing (CHRS),The
Henry Samueli School of Engineering, University of California, Irvine.
Mr C. Nideffer, Director of Public Relations at the Massiah Foundation
Dr. Sohrab Salamatipour, Chair of the Council on Persian Culture.

Board of Trustees, California Zoroastrian Center .
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The Zoroastrian religion,
A philosophical religion

By JD Henneberry

The religion before Zarathustra

The main religion of Zarathustra’s homeland before he
brought the good religion to mankind was a polytheistic
religion that worshiped many gods. In this religion, animal
sacrifice was encouraged, as well as the consumption of nar-
cotics and an intoxicating beverage known as Hoama. The
religious leaders of this religion were corrupt, and legend has
it that they even tried to kill the Prophet Zarathustra at birth
by throwing him into a fire and burning him.

The meaning of a philosophical religion

Many people define the Zoroastrian religion as a philosophical religion. Philosophy is
defined as ‘the rational investigation of truths and principles of being, knowledge or
conduct’ (dictionary.com). Zoroastrians are encouraged to think for themselves about
what is right and what is wrong, to decide what is right and not be pressured by the
majority. Zarathustra himself often described the religion as a ‘thought-provoking mes-
sage’ (Gathas, song 4, stanza 6). This concept dates back to the days of the Prophet
Zarathustra.

The reason Zarathustra began to think

At a very young age, the Prophet Zarathustra noticed corruption and wrong in the re-
ligion of his land. He knew that the sacrifices and corruption of the ‘holy’ men were
wrong. No one at the time had answers for the young Zarathustra, so he went into nature
by himself and meditated. This is one of the first incidents of man looking for the truth
in an unbiased way. Looking for the truth in an unbiased way is one of the fundamental
aspects of the Zoroastrian religion.

Some fundamental views

One of the fundamental views of the Zoroastrian religion is that if one does the righteous
thing, they will be happy. It is to be considered that as humans we may be inclined to
take a biased view of occurrences or actions. This is where we must take Zarathustra’s
precedent of asking ourselves what is truly right. By making correct choices, we will be
granted happiness. A good example of this can be seen in the most common Zoroastrian
prayer, the Ashem Vohu. This prayer is:

Ashem vohu, vahishtam asti

Oshta asti, Oshta ahmai

Hyat ashai vahishtai ashem.

According to Mobed Firuz Azargoshash, this translates as:

Purity (righteousness or Asha) is the best gift.

It is happiness.

Happiness is for the person

Who for the sake of god

Follows the path of righteousness.

The meaning of the Ashem Vohu prayer

If one will notice the Ashem Vohu says that happiness is for the person who, for the sake
of god, follows the path of righteousness. So, one will be truly happy if they do the right
thing for the sake of god. On the other hand, one will not be happy if they do the wrong
thing. Another good example of this lies in the Gathas in song 4, stanza 6:

Ahmai anghat vahishtem

Yé moi vidva vaocat haithim

Mathrem yim haurvatatd

Ashahya ameretatasca

Mazdai avat xshathrem

Hyat hoi vohii vaxshat manangha.

Which translates as (http://www.zoroastrian.org/GathaSongs/song(04.htm):

The best shall come to the wise person

who will propagate my true thought-provoking message.

It leads to righteousness

for wholeness and immortality.

Thus the dominion of the Wise One will,

through good mind, increase for him.

If one will notice it says the best shall come to the wise. In the Zoroastrian religion,
followers believe that to have good deeds and good words, one must first have good
thoughts. So, if to be wise one must have good thoughts, then to be wise one must also
have righteous deeds. So I believe that this could translate to exactly what the Ashem

Vohu says: ‘Happiness is for the person who for the sake of god follows the path of
righteousness.’

A thought-provoking message

In song 4, stanza 6 of the Gathas, Zarathustra describes the religion as a thought-provok-
ing message. This is exactly what the religion is, a thought-provoking message. It is not
a message that is easily thought and practiced.

Obtaining intellect and good thought

To choose the right path and to be able to think clearly, one must have good thought and
clear understanding. To find out how to obtain good thoughts and understanding, we can
look into the Yatha Ahu Vaeryu prayer. This prayer is:

Yatha, Ahu. Vaeru, ata ratush,

Ashat chit, hacha,

Vang heosh, dazda manna ghu,

Sheyao tana nam, angeosh, Mazdae,

Khsa tremcha Ahurae, a, yim,

Dregbyu, dadat, vastarem.

According to Mobed Firuz Azargoshash, this translates as:

As the ruler of the Universe

Is absolute in His Will,

So is the spiritual teacher

Supreme through His purity (Asha).

The gift of Vohuman (ie good intellect, clear understanding and sharp memory)

Is for the person who fulfills

The wishes of God.

Whoever helps the needy,

Shall receive authority from Ahura Mazda.

If one will notice in the second paragraph the prayer says, ‘The gift of Vohuman (ie good
intellect, clear understanding and sharp memory) is for the person who fulfills the wishes
of god. What the prayer is saying, is that whoever lives their life for the sake of god will
have a clear understanding of the world and how things work; but he or she who lives
their life in evil will have a clouded view of life and they will not know the right path of
Ahura Mazda.

The advantages of a philosophical religion

There are many advantages to belonging to a philosophical religion such as Zoroastri-
anism. For one thing, the views of the people do not change with the religious leaders.
Zarathustra felt very passionate about this issue; in fact, the corruption of the religious
leaders was one of the reasons he began to think about the world. Zarathustra knew that
because religion was such a sensitive issue, people would follow their religious lead-
ers because of fear, which makes it very easy to become corrupted. This is why in the
Zoroastrian religion no great emphasis is put on a single religious leader but rather on
the thoughts and actions of the people. When the shift of focus is put on the people’s
thoughts and beliefs, rather than the beliefs of one individual, such as a pope or an aya-
tollah, the religion is much less prone to corruption. When belonging to a philosophical
religion, one does not ask another person essential questions about life; rather, he or she
asks themselves.

Depending on religious leaders

There are many reasons why people follow religious leaders, rather than trying to decide
for themselves what is right and wrong. The thought that religious leaders are closer to
god than non-religious leaders is common among people. This is not accepted in the
Zoroastrian religion and was, in fact, heavily discouraged by Zarathustra. Humans, from
the beginning of time, have been dependent on many things such as rivers or even cell
phones. When people are insecure they want to be told what is right and wrong, and want
to be dependent on someone to tell them what is right and wrong. Zarathustra tells us this
is wrong and encourages us to be dependent upon ourselves and Ahura Mazda to find out
what is right and wrong.

The disadvantages of a philosophical religion

There is only one disadvantage of belonging to a philosophical religion that I can think
of, and that is you must be strong. There will not be a person telling you that an act or
action is against your religion or is not sanctioned by the leaders. All that a Zoroastrian
is armed with is their mind, love for Ahura Mazda, and the Gathas/prayers of Zarathus-
tra. This however can be thought of as an advantage. The advantage is that you will be
strong. Beliefs of Zoroastrians do not shatter when their religious leader goes away. They
are eternally armed with their religion.

Conclusion

In conclusion I would like to say that the Zoroastrian religion is truly a philosophical
religion. It is only as strong as the believer. Every day a follower practices the religion
with good thoughts, words and deeds. It is a religion to be practiced and thought about.
It can be a dying or thriving religion, and the choice is in the actions of each person who
chooses to follow the religion.
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The names and origin
of the Iranian months

The names of the twelve Persian months are taken from the ancient Zoroastrian texts.
The first six are the Amesha Spenta. These names represent six important abstract con-
cepts in Zoroastrian Philosophy. These terms relate to philosophy of mind, ethics, uni-
versal realities and social justice.

Vohu Manah (Bahman) means good mind, the capacity which enables the mind to distin-
guish between right and wrong.

Asha Vahishta (Ordibehesht) means best righteousness (Behtarin Rasty). Asha has many
meanings - righteousness, truth, and purity are only some of the commonly used ones.
Aramaiti (Esphand/Espandarmaz) means peace and serenity in the mental state.
Khashtra Vairya (Shahrevar) means the good state of health and being. This is a direct
result of peace of mind.

Haurvatat (Khordad) means perfection and wholeness.

Ameretat (Amordad) represents immortality. These abstract principals are immortal, and
they are also different aspects of Ahura Mazda’s (the Zoroastrian God’s) attributes. One
of their functions is to transfer these attributes to humans. This is so that a person can
have noble purpose.

Azar (Atar/Adur) is fire. It symbolizes mental faculty, bright mind and enlightenment.
Aban is Avestan ‘Apas’, ‘Api’ in Middle Persian and ‘Ap’ in Phalavi. It means water
(Aub, in Modern Persian). For Zoroastrians, nature and man’s environment must not get
polluted.

Mehr, or Mihr, is Mithra in Avestan. The angle of covenants, loyalty, friendship and love.
Today Mehr in modern Iranian languages mostly means, love, kindness and compassion.
Ancient Greeks identified him with Apollo.

Tiri, Tir (Tishtrya), is associated with the planet Mercury. It means the swift one and
protects rain. In Persian-Islamic mythology Tir is lord of the scribe (Setareh Dabir).
Farvardin (Farevashi or Forouhars) are the guardian angels created by Ahura Mazda to
protect living beings after the material world (Geety) was created. These are protectors
of humans from birth to death. The word has become synonymous with fereshteh (angel)
in modern Persia. Farvardin is the descent of Farevashi onto the earth in order to guide
and help their human counterparts. It also means ‘Farr e Din’, glory of religious con-
sciousness. A major festival celebrating departed souls, it was changed into celebrating
guardian angels coming to earth before the start of the New Year. Farvardegan is ‘Jashn
e Farevashi’ and it still celebrated by Zoroastrians today.

Day (dadar) means creator (Afaridegar). The whole month was dedicated to Ahura Maz-
da. The eighth, fifteenth and twenty-third of every month were also called ‘Day’. The
first day of this month was celebrated as ‘Khoram Ruz’, a feast of charity, during which
people were expected to be charitable and help others.

The ancient names of these twelve months have survived in the Persian calendar. The im-
portance of following and practicing these divine attributes becomes a part of a person’s
monthly commitment to good thoughts, good words and good deeds.

Thus says Zarathushtra

By Maneckji N. Dhalla, M.A., Ph.D., Litt.D. (1875-1956)

Happiness unto him who gives happiness unto others. Thus says Zarathushtra at the gray
dawn of history. The sublime precept is again and again imparted to mankind in their
days by Confucius, Hillel, and Jesus and is contained in the Pentateuch and the Book of
Tobit. The noblest of mankind live to make others happy. Kindly feelings for others make
them insensible to their own privations. They impose privation upon themselves to save
something for the needy. They place service before self and expose their lives and limbs
to imminent peril to rescue others in danger. They think little of themselves and much of
others, and wear out their lives in the service of others. In all ages and places there have
been noble men and women who would willingly sacrifice their lives a hundred times
over for some ideal, some noble cause.

Men of generous disposition have always laboured to bring sunshine in the lives of their
fellow-men. Such persons have been eager to share their own happiness with their neigh-
bours. Life lived for others is life at its best. When everybody will wish everybody well
and when everybody will endeavour to live for all and all will labour to live for every-
body, men and women will be angels in flesh inhabiting the world. Service to fellowmen
is the best service to Mazda.

From History of Zoroastrianism (1938)

700 historic and prehistoric sites
identified in Sistan Plain

In pursuing research activities in Sistan Plain, the archaeological team of Sistan va Bal-
uchestan University has succeeded in identifying more than 700 historic and prehistoric
sites in this part of Sistan va Baluchestan province. Since the excavations in Sistan Plain
have not been wrapped up yet, Rasoul Mousavi Haji, one of the heads of the archaeologi-
cal team, believes it is possible they’ll find more historical sites in the area.

Although the discovery of a large number of prehistoric sites sheds light on the im-
portance of this area during very ancient times, we have also succeeded in identifying
a number of historical sites dating back to the post Achaemenid period (330-248) and
Parthian dynasty (248 BCE-224 CE) for the first time in this area. A number of historical
sites belonging to the 12th to 15th centuries CE have been also identified in the region,
which were never seen before,” said Mousavi to the Persian service of CHN.

The archaeological team has also succeeded in identifying historical sites dating back
to the Achaemenid (550-330 BCE) and Sassanian (224-651 CE) dynastic eras in the
region. Regarding the tracing of civilization, cultural, and artistic evidence in the region,
Mousavi Haji explained: ‘The identifying of historical evidence which is as old as the
Burnt City is among the most prominent achievements of these archaeological activi-
ties in Sistan Plain. These areas enjoyed industrial centers, and we have also discovered
a large number of decorative semi-precious gems such as lapis and opal.” These new
discoveries bring to light that the industry of using ornamental gems was not limited to
the Burnt City (Shahr-e Sukhteh), and that the satellite hills of this prehistoric city also
enjoyed similar industrial activity.

Mousavi Haji further explained about the discovery of a unique piece of earthenware
with the design of a human being, in one of the prehistoric sites contemporary with the
Burnt City, which had never before been seen in Burnt City and its satellite sites.
According to Mousavi, recent research shows that the number of prehistoric and histori-
cal sites in Sistan Plain must have surpassed what was previously assumed, and each
six kilometers of the plain must have contained one historic site. Prior to this, it was
supposed that each 10 kilometers must have hidden a historical site. Archaeological ex-
cavations have been started by a team of archaeologists in 22 areas of Sistan Plain and
divided into two phases.

According to Mehrafarin, one of the other heads of the team, the discovery of more than
700 historic and prehistoric sites was the result of archaeological efforts during the first
phase of activities. All information in this research project is due to be gathered and cat-
egorized in the archacological atlas of Sistan va Baluchestan province.
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Xenophon’s Cyrus the Great:
The Arts of Leadership and War

Edited by Larry Hedrick

Just over one hundred years ago, an English trans-
lation of Xenophon’s Cyrus the Great was pub-
lished. It gave English-speaking readers a chance
to read the partly fictional history of Cyrus the
Great’s military campaigns through the eyes of
the ancient Greek historian. Xenophon was born
around one hundred years after Cyrus died, so
much of what he wrote may have been hearsay.
However the book has been considered a classic
for centuries now.

This more recent edition, edited by Larry Hedrick,
is a much more accessible account of the work of
one of history’s most successful leaders — the man
who founded and expanded the Persian Empire,
conquered Babylon, freed thousands of Jews from
captivity, and wrote the world’s first human rights
charter.

Larry Hedrick has adopted a fresher style in his
translation of the works, creating a more contem-
porary Cyrus who will bring the wisdom and extraordinary achievements of the great
Persian leader to people today.

XENOIHON'S

THE ARTS OF
LEADERSHIP
ANDWAR

T T

LARRY HEDRICK

B T L

An American’s burial in Iran

Iranian state broadcasting recently announced that President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
will honor the request of an American scholar to be buried in Isfahan when he dies.

The scholar in question, Richard Nelson Frye, 87, is professor emeritus of Iranian and
Central Asian studies at Harvard University. The professor first visited the country during
World War II when he worked for the US Office of Strategic Services (now the Central
Intelligence Agency). He would like to be buried in the city of Isfahan near the burial site
of Arthur Pope, his mentor and predecessor as director of the Asia Institute in Shiraz.
His request, he says, dates back to the time of the Shah, and he has made it to all leaders
since, but with no success. His most recent letter read: ‘I ask the Iranian president to al-
low my burial in the beautiful city of Isfahan to prove the unbreakable link between the
honorable Iranian and American nations.’

Frye will not be the first US citizen to be buried in Iran. American teacher Howard Conk-
lin Baskerville is considered a martyr for his participation in Iran’s 1906 Constitutional
Revolution. He was shot and killed three years later trying to break a siege of Tabriz, and
that is where he is now buried. The city’s museum also contains a sculpture of Baskerville.
‘It’s been a long process and finally they have come through,’ Frye told the Associated
Press. Not that the professor is in any real hurry. ‘I feel like I am in good health.’

The world’s most polluted places

US environmental group, The Blacksmith Institute, has just released a list of what it
considers to be the world’s most polluted places. The review, first issued last year, lists
the sites in alphabetical order as follows:

Sumgayit, Azerbaijan: potentially 275,000 affected
Linfen, China: potentially 3 million affected
Tianying, China: potentially 140,000 affected
Sukinda, India: potentially 2.6 million affected
Vapi, India: potentially 71,000 affected

La Oroya, Peru: potentially 35,000 affected
Dzerzhinsk, Russia: potentially 300,000 affected
Norilsk, Russia: potentially 134,000 affected
Chernobyl, Ukraine: potentially 5.5 million affected
Kabwe, Zambia: potentially 255,000 affected

According to the report, an estimated 12 million people have been affected by this severe
pollution, with chronic disease and premature death caused in the main by chemical,
metal and mining industries. In Sukinda, India, 12 mines were operating without envi-
ronmental controls and, as a result, dangerous chemicals were leaching into the water
supply. In Sumgayit, Azerbaijan, cancer rates were 51% higher than the national average.
New on the list this year was Tianying in China, where local people are at risk of lead
poisoning from a lead production facility based there.

Richard Fuller, The Blacksmith Institute’s director, issued this stern warning: ‘The fact
of the matter is that children are sick and dying in these polluted places, and it’s not
rocket science to fix them. This year, there has been more focus on pollution in the me-
dia, but there has been little action in terms of new funding or programmes. We all need
to step up to the plate and get moving.’

Endangered tomb
of Xerxes the Great

By Soudabeh Sadigh, CHN Foreign Desk

Recently news about the proposed construction of the Isfahan-Shiraz railway in the vi-
cinity of the Nagsh-e Rostam historical site has become a matter of controversy, raising
a lot of concern among cultural heritage experts who are worried about the negative
consequences of this project on Nagsh-e Rostam.

Based on existing evidence such as the cracks which exist on the body of Xerxes’ tomb
and the other tombs in Naqsh-e Rostam, and the close distance of the proposed Isfahan-
Shiraz railway to this historic site, experts give a strong possibility that the rumbling of
the trains would break the tomb of Xerxes into two halves.

In a one-day seminar ‘Endangered Nagsh-e Rostam’ held in mid-September and attended
by cultural heritage experts and archeologists, Mohammad Taghi Atayi, archeologist and
expert at the Pars-e Pasargadae Research Center, warned about this unpleasant fact and
presented a number of pictures as evidence.

‘Most probably,” he said, ‘the constructors of this tomb were aware about the existence
of these cracks on the body of the mountain during ancient times, which is why they de-
vised a method to prevent the penetration of water into the tomb by directing rain water
into a pool through a canal above Xerxes tomb. However, today this pool has been filled
up. Therefore rain water has entered into the cracks and widened them.’

This fact brings to light the negative potential of the rail construction on these cracks.
The jolts caused by the train could worsen the situation of the tomb, turning the site into
a cultural heritage disaster.

Cultural heritage experts strongly believe that construction of the railway in Naqsh-e
Rostam would pose irrecoverable damages to this historical site. It would also reduce
the chances of Naqsh-e Rostam’s world registration with UNESCO to zero. The Pars-e
Pasargadae Research Center is determined to prepare the ground for registering Naqsh-
e Rostam on the list of UNESCO’s World Heritage Sites, as an annex of the Persepolis
World Heritage Site.

The Iranian Ministry of Road and Transportation has officially been ordered to change
the path of the railway connecting Isfahan to Fars in an attempt to save the site. One of
the solutions which have been proposed by Pars-e Pasargadae experts for saving the cul-
tural landscape of this Achaemenid site is to construct a six-kilometer-long tunnel from
Sivand to Shoul village and direct the train through the tunnel.

Nagsh-e Rostam is an archeological site located about three kilometers northwest of
Persepolis in Iran’s Fars province. It contains seven tombs which belong to Achaemenid
kings. In addition to tombs, there are also seven gigantic rock carvings below the tombs,
belonging to Sassanian kings.

Frances Harrison is moving on
after three years as the BBC correspondent in Tehran

By Frances Harrison

The other night I was at a private party, and two young Iranian women performed a song
about a bird. It was indescribably sad and beautiful and had many of the women in the
audience in tears. Women are not allowed to sing in public in Iran - it is considered un-
Islamic for men to hear them.

These women - who in today’s Iran can only perform in houses of friends - sang about
a bird, a crane, whose wings had been clipped and whose mouth had been covered. It
was a poetic symbol of censorship and the restrictions imposed on women. It moved the
audience far more than any feminist speech or political agitation because it drew on their
tradition and the Iranian love of poetry.

Persian culture survives

Yes, some of the women may be covered from top-to-toe in black, but do not think that
every woman who is covered up like that is submissive and docile - they wield huge
power behind the scenes, often controlling the family finances. At home Iranians are so
courteous that it overwhelms foreigners until they get used to the ritual exchange of poli-
tesse that is rather beautiful to observe in action when done by a true professional.

The younger generation may eat pizzas and burgers and listen to rap music, but they still
have a deep respect for Persian food, music, poetry and the language itself. Of course,
three years in Iran has brainwashed me.

I do believe that Iranians cook rice better than anyone else in the world, that Iranian
women are the most beautiful in the world, and that the roses smell sweeter.
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By Tehran Ghasri

The beaches were a
b little less full this La-
L \E bor Day weekend, as
’ many people attended
and participated in the
Sth Zarathushti Unity
Cup. For many of us
it was our first Unity
Cup experience. The
Zarathushti Unity Cup
is a bi-annual soccer
tournament that began
ten years ago in Cali-
fornia. Held every two
years and going hand-
in-hand with the Zara-
thushti Games, the
Unity Cup has became
a very competitive and
well respected sport-
ing event, fulfilling the

soccer needs of Zoroastrians everywhere.

This year players came from as far as Germany and Australia to participate. The field
was filled with players as well as their hopes of winning first place. Excitement dripped
on the field like sweat with the possibility of dethroning the three-time champions, the
Eshghi Boys, and winning gold.

This year the teams were numerous and more skilled than ever. The 6 Amigos and The
Underdogs had been practicing all summer long. Team Verahram was made of brothers
and cousins who had been playing together their whole lives. The best-dressed team
Arizona Sun was ready to play even after a long road trip. They had even brought their
own fans (and not just ones to cool down with.). Azad stayed cool in the hot summer sun.
The Orange County Stars could taste the championship trophies while Yasna literally had
them in their hands as they helped set up.

Some of the games remained
close right up to the end.
Sweat, tears, and struggle
were all laid on the field. The
goalkeepers had their hands
full with scoring attempts
coming from all sides. The
teams remained neck-and-
neck up to the very end.
After two days of fun in the
sun, as teams left their hearts,
souls, and lungs every now
and then, on the field the
Eshghi boys with their solid
team play and game tactics
prevailed again, keeping the
number one spot. Team Pe-

dram came in a very close second. Followed by Arizona Sun in third.

A very sentimental side note. Team Pedram was named in memory of an athlete at the
last Unity Cup event and a member of the Zoroastrian community who passed away from
cancer last year. This show of camaraderie and respect should not go unnoticed.

The most electrifying of the games consisted of teams whose members were not over
the age of 15. This year’s Zarathushti Unity Cup hosted three ‘kids’ teams, though they
all played and acted as grown-ups. The ‘kids’ were truly the highlight of sportsmanship
and show. With three full teams referred to as simply Team 1, Team 2, and Team 3, the
‘Kids’ were the most impressive by staying the most true to the Zarathushti principles
and standards. Team 1 consisted of Kamilia Nosrat, Vista Farkhondeh, Kamron Nosrat,
Vishtasb Farkhondeh, and Pedram Ghaibi, all amazing kickers.

Team 2’s roster consisted of Armaity Nasrabadi, Omid Partovi, Ryeka Namiri, and Nikan
Namiri, who played great defense. Team 3 members Asha Ezzati, Shayan Ezzati, Parsa
Ariane, Ramtin Toranji, and Kourosh Ariane had great team dynamics. In the end Team
2 won first place. But honestly they were all winners.

The games’ MVP Shahin Bhaghwagar was evidently the most skilled player on the field,
taking his team the Underdogs as far as they could go. Showing true character and named
for the Sportsmanship Award was Sherwin Bakhtiari who displayed true valor and honor
representing team
Niroo.

To allow the play-
ers much needed
relaxation, Satur-
day night was a
gala event at the
Ayres Hotel. With
a Black & White
theme (Sefeed
o Siyah), every-
one looked mag-
nificent as they
enjoyed  dinner,
dancing, and the
music of DJ Ra-
min late into the
night. Long-time
friends met up
with family mem-
bers and other
friends, people mingled, met, and danced the night away.

Even though soccer was the main show at the S5th Zarathushti Unity Cup, this event was
about much, much more. It was very impressive to see the non-players come out and
support not only their favorite teams but the Zoroastrian community. The point of the
Zarathushti Unity Cup is soccer, but the goal is to bring together the community and
truly increase UNITY. The idea of a Zoroastrian identity is heartfelt at all these events.
It is great to see the adults participate but even more fulfilling to see our future in the
children.

I appreciate the parents who take the time and effort to ensure their children’s sense of
pride and community. I would like to personally thank the Zoroastrian Sports Committee
for putting on these events of kinship and cooperation. Thank you also to all of our 50+
volunteers, and our generous sponsors. Please support the ZSC with time, commitment,
and donations. Every little bit counts and these events could not happen without your
help. Congratulations to everyone who came out in support. I look forward to the 11th
Zarathushti Games on the 4th of July weekend 2008 in San Diego, CA.

See you all next year!
To view pictures and the results from the Sth Zarathushti Unity Cup please visit:

http://www.zathletics.com/

The 4" World Zoroastrian Youth Congress
(4 WZYC)
Australia, December 27-Jan 3, 2008
BALLARAT, VICTORIA
AUSTRALIA

www.4wzyc.org
chairman@4wzyc.org






