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destruction. What had been discoverad
there was a collection of ez from
around the ancient world: glass and
stoncware from Roman Egvpt, magnif-
icent ivory carvings, including sway-
INg, SCNSUous half-naked dancers, n
the stvle of southemn India. It 15 not
clear whether they represent a roval
treasury or the stock of 2 merchant - an
Afehan art dealer from 2008 vears
ago.

These, like the Tillva Tepe finds, just-
fv the title of the exhibition:
'Crossroads of the Ancient World”.
Afphanistan, on the Silk Road. was
where currents from Europe, China,
India and Central Asia met and min-
gled. That is why it 15 so nch and
important archacologically

In 20000, conditions bnetly seemeed o
be mmproving. Mullah Omar, the de
facto head of state, 1ssued an odict pro-

feciing Afghamnistan's cultural hentase,
prohibiting illegal cxcavation  and
smuggling. Then abruptly, he went into
reverse, In 2001, the Taliban decided to
destroy all images. The mant sculp-
turcs of Buddha at Bamivan, the larzer
of which was 5% melers tall, were

dyvnamited. In Kabul, the storerooms of

the museum wene ransacked and 2 500
objects smashed. A special task force
was given this job. As Fredrik Hicben
of the MNational Geographic Society, an
archacologist who had worked with
Sarianidi. noted:  Museum
valiantly swept up the debriz and
repacked as much as possible!

;;. P EF- ‘1.1 -

staff

A damaged statue of a vouth from the
Greck aty of Al Khanum, which had
been carefully reassembled by French
conservators, was smashed once more.
Mow it's been restored vet again, and -
even more battered than it was before -
it's im the exhibition.

Ferozi recalled: "When the Taliban amd
other militias came, they tried to find
out what had happened to the armifacts
from Tillva Tepe, they asked questions
but mobody gave any information to
them, We kept quiet, we said we don't
know' Agam, evervbody nodded

The real heroes of this story, as Heehert
has sard 'are the men who nsked their
lives while bombs were ﬁsllmq i res-
cug their national treasures'. The result
of their efforts was that, while a great
deal was lost, many of the most pre-
cious objects = not only Afehan but
world treasures = were nol. They are
safe, at least for now. Bul, ominously,
the war that began in 1978 §s =4l far
fromm over.

Mow, these treasures arz on show at the
British Muscum at the first exhibition
of its kind o be scen in the UK in 40

vears, "Afzhanistan: Crossroads of the
Ancicnt Waorld' 15 on display until 3
July, Call 020-7323 K181 for further
mformation
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Afghanistan:

Crossroads of the Ancient World at the British Museum

By Martin Gaviord

At the heart of the Silk Road. the for-
mer lranian province today known as
Afphanistan linked the great trading
routes from China to the distant cul-
tures of Greece and Rome. The coun-
frv's wmique location resulted in a lega-
cy of extraordinarily rare objects,
which reveal it rich and diverse past

Late m Aprl 2004, there was a tense
gathenng i a bank vault beneath the
presidential palace in Kabul. This was
the moment when it would be discow-
cred whether the oreatest archacologi-
cal treasures of ancient Afghanistan
had survived over two decades of anar-
chy, civil war., looting and deliberate
iconoclastie destruction.

Present, in addition to a scrum of
diplomats, press and oicials werg the
dirgctor of the Kabul Muzeum, the
Minigter of Culture. and the Russian
archacalogist who had found many of
the most remarkable of these objecis,

With difficulty, the first heavy safc was
opened, and withen 1t were scen pales
of plastic bags with old labels attached
The first was unwrapped. The Russian
archacolozist Yiktor Sanamdi, then in
his seventies, examined scveral 1tems.
Then he smiled. On one piece, he rec-
oenized a repair he himself hed made a
quarter of a century before. Bumors
had circulated. suggesting that these
things had been stolen, sold on the
black market. and the pold meled
down. Here was absolute proof that
they were intact

Indeed, astonishingly, and against all
odds, these marvelowsly beautifil and
cvocative works of art were still in
cxcellent condition. Some of the maost
spectacular are now on show at the
Brosh Muscum im oa show entitled
"Afghamstan: Crossroads of  the
Ancient Warld'.

While the exhibition was being
installed, 1 met an archacological feam
from Kabaul who had come to London.
These were the staff of the Kabul
Muscum and Afghan coltural institu-
tions whe had profected these precions
things under the most appalling of con-
ditions, They were seated in a cirele in
a comer of e gallenes, where 1 was
introduced to them one by ong

[ asked Abdul Wasi Ferozi - associate

chief rescarcher at the Institute of
Archacology i Kabul., and the
spokesman of the gproup because his
English was the best = how the treas-
ures had escaped destruction. It was.,
he said. a long story, beginning in 1978
when, simultaneowsly. some of ithe
most spectacular archacological finds
werg made, and the Afghan Civil War
bcgan

In that vear, a Soviet-Afghan archaco-
logical expediion under the direction
of Sanamidi was excavanng in the far
north of the countrv at a Bronze Age
site known as Tillva Tepe, or 'Golden

Hill", There, they found remains from
the second millennium BC, but also
unexpectediv stumbled on something
far more exciting: six graves that had
been dug into the sie around §LS0K)
viears later, in the first contury CE, by a
nomadic steppe people. This fumed
out to be, in the words of Dr 5t John
Simpson, the Brntsh Muscum curator,
'one of the most important collections
from the ancient world'.

There 15 stll comtroversy about exactly
which tnbe the five men and one
woman buried in those graves were
from. Possibly, they were Sakas -or a
subgroup of the peoples known 1o the
ancient Greeks as Scvthians, an Iranc
people who roamed over huge swaths
of Central Azia in antiquity. Buf they
werg unguestionably  rich, whoever
they were. In all, 21618 gold, silver
and ivory objects were discovered at

Tillva Tepe.

Az Dr St John Simpson put i "To me.
what these objects speak of is the
world of the steppe. These are nomads
who are migrating possibly on a sea-
sonal bazis, The finds from Tillva Tepe
apen up the wealth of these nomads
These are all personal possessions,
made to be wom on the saddle, This
whole wea of personal omamcents
stitched onto cloth 15 2 steppe iradition,
50 to0 18 the lavish use of mrquoise '

The motifs of these adomments are
amazingly eclectic. Some represent

Greek pods and imagery, a reminder
that  Macedonians came  with
Alexander 11 after the invasion of
Achacmenid Tran in 330 BOE, (Hher
pecces borrow from the Parhian civi-
lization of Iran (24% BCE-224 CE)
since Afghanistan was part of their
dvnastic Empire

On Apnl 27 1978, the communist
People's Democratic Pary of
Afehamstan (PDPA) took power in a
coup délat kmown as the Saur
Eevolution. There followed. as Ferom
sadlv noted: "Fourteen vears of fighting
and strugeling to remove the regime’.
Upnsings ook place aganst the com-
munisl  government, the siuwation
guickly deteriorated. and in December
1979 the Soviet army invaded, ltwas a
calamitous time for archacology, The
mnszum at Hadda, near Jalalabad, for
example. was plundered and burned in

[ox1

In 1984, it was decided to transfer
some of the fincst works trom  the
Natwonal Muscum in kabul to the sate-
keeping of the then President,
Mohammed Majibullah. As Ferozi |
cxplained, it was thought that 'some of
the most important artifacts should be
transferred from the storage room at
the Mational Museum to a secrel
secure place. So they brought it inside
the old Kang's Palace, the Ane, now the
presidential palace. The secrel place
was a vault that belonged to the central
bank

‘Nobody was allowed to say anything
about the existence of these treasures
Only the staft of the museum, the ming
ministers of Majbullah's regime, the
executives of the bank and the
Archacological Institute knew about it
We were all there when they were had-
den” He pestured to the surmrounding
group, who nodded vigorously.

[t was as well that the treasomes were
concealed m this way, because a hurr-
cane of destroction was soon to break
over Kabul and its National Muscum.
[n 1992 the government of Najibullah
fell, and an Islamic State of
Afghanistan was declared, Bul in prac-
fice, chaos reigned. Kabul was a battle-
fiehd, bombarded from outside and
divided between diffcrent  malitia
groupzs. The muscum, which was
founded i the Twentics by the King,
lav mine kilometers outside the contre
of the city, in the Darulaman district.
On March 12 1994, 1t was it by rock-
ct fire and almost totally destroved.
About 70 per cent of 1tz collections dis-
appeared through looting or destruc-
Lion

In September 1996 the Talban, who
had been shelling the city, ook over.
Majibullah, who unwisely decided not
to leave, was allegedlv castrated.
dragged arcund the strects and hanged
Inn the vears that fellowed, many of the
staff of the muscum were dispersed
and tricd to find odd jobs o survive
Une semor official sold potatocs in the
market, while another eperated a horse
and carmage, At this time SPACH (the
Socicty  for the Preservation of
Afchanistan's Cultural Hentase ) found
objects from the muscum's collection
on sale mn the souk, among them six
fragments of vones and two plaster
medallions from the superh hoard dis-
covercd at Begram by French archae-
ologists i the Thirties.

These were sent to the Musée Guimet
in Pans for safe-keeping. and will be
on show at the British Musewm, along
with ather woenderful objects From
Begram  that  have  also ¢scaped
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W This arficle was ariginally presented
af @ Eeveore oddress of the Morth
American Zovoasirian Congress in
Houston, Texas. December 2010, We
Ore represiicing Bt oim two ports; e
secon will appear I e RexT Issie

Thiz vear we gather under the theme of
"Preserve, Protect, and Perfect’, which |
think all of us agree are great goals for
us as a community. What we have s
precious. [t 1s one of the word's oldest
religions - it 15 the first to have
declared monotheism., and many other
faiths find their basics m the founda-
tion of ours. It 15 one of the world's
most commensensical neligions, which
15 what I believe gives us a power that
most other religions don’t have, on
account of their rigid rules and regula-
tions. And to me, the reason that | have
been able to accept this faith and have
spen its impact on my life iz because |
truly believe it is a philosophy For Tow
o live life, rather than a detailed
instruction mang:al

[ think we can all find agreement on
the meaning of 'preserve’ and “protect’,
It 15 the word 'perfect’ that | want to
focus on today - which 1s the most
abstract of the three terms, and can
have as many defimitions as thers arc
Zoroastrians in the world.

When we talk about the word 'perfiect’,
we are nod talking about 1L as meaning
completely rght or perfect (with a dif-
fierent accent). To me. for our purposes
today. the word “perfect’ ultimately
translates into making something bet-
fer, advancing, or making 'progress’ -
which is what we need in order to
remain relevant in today's world amd
bevond. And ‘perfect” is a goal that iz
perhaps unattainable, for what scems
perfect for our comm unity today may
change in 20, 30 or 100 vears, and we
must remam amenable to that

S0 perfection is a goal we must contin-
ually stmve for, just as we continually
strve for achieving all the qualitics we
attnbute to Abhura Mazda, Some call
them aneels or deities: others call them
attnbutes of Ahura Mazda, which are
o some extent a part of every one of
us. As for me, I'm of the belief tha
they represent the virtues of Ahura
Mazda., the seven Spentas or Hafi
Amshaspandan

"Ahura Mazda or Sepanta Mainvu -
ever-expanding mind and spint. or all-
knowing

"Vohou Man or Bahaman - good mind
and intclligence

"Asha Vahishta or Ordibechesht - truth
and justice

*Khshatra Vairva or Shahrivar - nght-
cous power, good domimnion

*Sepanta Armaiti or Esfand - devation,
holy serenity

"Haurvatat or Khordad - wholeness,
inteErity

"Amertat or Amordad - mmortality

Zoroastrianism of the future:

preserve, protect,
perfect and progress

By Dr Niaz Kasravi

As Foroastrians, it is our goal 10 reach
for these virtues and find and perfect
them within ourselves, 5o, what must
w work tovweards in order to reach for
this perfection for our community T My
gxpenicnce and involvement both with-
in the community and outside of 1t has
illuminated four things that I think we
have to attend to urgenthy. I'm sure in
the larger scheme of thinges, there are
more than four, but I've roughly cate-
porized them mio four sroups. They
are:

"Moving bevond intolerance and even
mere tolerance, o open acceplance
"Cloging the lingering divide between
Parsis and Iranians

"Actively seeking involvement in lead-
grship roles from the vounger, mewer
generations

"Defining what it means to be a
Loroastrian in the 215 Century

From intolerance/tolerance to
open acceptance

We are living af a tirme in history where
boundaries are becoming blurred. The
so-called “global village' iz more and
more a reality for fofure generations
who arc more diverse than ever - be it
multi-cultural or mult-fasth. Migration
and immigration are the nom. Inter-
farth mamages are becoming more and
more common, not  just for us
Zoroastrians but for other faith com-
mumties as well. s a reality and ot
will continue to happen whether we
think it's a pood idea or nol

And, as with evervihing else. the more
we resisl it the more it will ultimately
hurt us in the end. The more we resist
it, the greater the mumber of our vouth
and our future generations we will lose
to other faiths and other communitics,
many of whom will weleome them
with open arms. The more we resist if,
the more we help to break up familics
and fracture our communitics, Instead
of adhening to rgid cultural noms of
the past - which may have at some
point had their historical reasons - we
have to leam how to welcome those
who marmy into our community. W
have to leam to love the ones our loved
ones choose to mamy. We have to stop
making them fieel ke outsiders = as I'm
sure many of us have seen happen in
some of our commumnities.

In addinen to accepting the non-
Zoroastrians who marmy into our Fami-
lies and our communities. we must
also leamn (o accept those who choose

(part 1)

our way of life and our values, At one
point a few vears ago, T remember that
the statistics we used reflected that
Loroastrians  throughout the world
made up no more that 100,000 people

As late as 2004, some statistics put us
at 200008 at best, And | remember
fearing, as many did. that the dving out
and eventual disappearance of our faith
was mevitable. And although we have
no sclentific studies to ro on, now fig-
ures have bepun to sugeest othenwise.

In one study, the estimate was that we
are even one or bwo million strong. I('s
difficult at this point (o assess the
validity of these fAgures. And even if
the best estimates are tree, it's still a lit-
tle daunting when we compare it 1o the
population of other major world reli-
gions - Chngtianity has over two bil-
lion followers, Islam roughly 1.5 bil-
lion, Hinduwism over 9000 million, and
S0 0

But what can we do in order not to
become extinct as the carlier figures
suggested? When 1 first moved to the
LS, it was verv faboo to even talk
about this, and 1 gather to some extent
it still 15, but as | mentioned carier it's
time fo have frank discussion about
what is happening in our commumnities.
I'm talking aboul conversion.
Conversion is a reality for our commu-
mity. It 15 happening in may aneas
across the globe whether we like it or
nod -some of us like it and others don't.
But it's unavoidable, and how we
respond to it is vital for our survival as
a unnicd community,

Let me share with vou my personal
belief if someonc has taken the time to
learn about our faith and our philoso-
phy, and admires and accepts it so
much as to chopse to go through the
sedreh pooshi or naviote ceremony and
devote their life to living by the
Zormastnan philosophy, that person 15
okay in my book = more than okay, |
admare that person.

And in fact. 1 have had the pleasure of
knowving amd working with some of the
most brilliant and dedicated new Z's
thraugh my involvement with different
Z publications and groups. 1 find that
many of us, myeelf included, can feamn
a lot from new Zoroastrians who have
often spent vears reading up on the
religion amd our history, They make
our community richer, stronger, more
diverse, more populous, and they help
us become part of the "global village' of
today and tomomow - becaunse the

fastest way 1o become irrelevant is to
seclude curselves from that global
community, which is a community of
diversity and acceptance

So the only relevant question s no
longer whether we survive or disap-
pear. it is also how we choose to sur-
vive., Acceplance - be 1t of those who
intermarry or those who convert -
means surviving as a strong and united
commumity, and demal and resistance
means ultimately having & community
that is branched off into different secls
and proups. And there’s nothing weak-
er and more susceptible to harm than a
community divided.

The limgering ParsifIranian divide
The secomd challenge that is so appar-
cnt tome as | fake a step back and look
at our community 15 the divide that
Iingers between Parsis and Iramian £'s.
MNow don't get me wrong, things have
improved considerably over the last
few decades. And to some degree, it's
natural that we want to make sure that
each of our cultural nomms and perhaps
language 1= part of our £ commumnity
and handed down to our children.
Consider to what extent the MNorth
Amencan Zoroastnan Congress, held
in the vear 2000, 15 a fair representa-
tien of our community. T would guess
that the ratio of Iranians 1o Parsis is at
bBest mavbe 1 to 100 In Gact, 1 have
many friends, well-connected Iranian
Foroastrians who had not heard of this
congress wnbtil 1T mentioned it to them
last month, And I'm not faulting the
organizers, not by a long shot. We all
have a hand in this

Iranians must take responsiblity for
not actively sceking to be a pant of
these major cvents - as organizers and
attendees - to the oextent that we
should. Yes. there are some cultural
and language differences. but 1 would
argue that what we have i common
and what we have to pass on o our
kids and future generations far oul-
weighs anv of those differences.

In the end it is on all of our shoulders -
Iranians and Parsis alike - to make a
concerted effort o make sure that our
events arc orgamzed and attended by a
more balanced portion of both our
communities. [t's a stmggle, 1 know, |
deal with that struggle in the events |
help orsanize. But the more we try to
comrect this gap, the better we will get
at it. There mav be cultural events that
we celebrate independently, and that's
completely fine. But 1t behooves us to
work so hard to put these events
toecther, when in the end one of the
conscquences may ulimately be that
we are helping widen the divide within
cur community. And again we come
back 1o this nobon that a divided com-
munity 1= weaker and moare susceplible
to harm. =
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WHAT ARE THE GATHAS?

By K.D. Irani

The Gathas are the hvmns composed
bv Zarathushtra, the Prophct or the
founder of the religion of ancient Iran,
whao lved around 1700 BCE. The vers-
cs arc composed in the metrical forms
of ancient Indo-Iraman religious poct-
rv. It 15 in a very condensed style of
versification, i which standard gram-
matical construciion 15 more absent
than present Inoextent the Gathas con-
stitute a small book containing about
B000 words, in abour 1300 lines et in
238 verses which are collected n 17
chapters, cach called a Haiti, or in the
more usual later term, HA, The 17 Ha's
of the Gathas were, some time later,
imcorporated into a long praver, or
Inurgy, recited at a coremony, The
Yasna recitation has 72 chapters, The
Ha's are identified by their numberings
as chapters of the Yasna. There are five
major sections of the 17 Ha's of the
CGiathas histed here:

| Ahunavait, consisting of Ha's 28-34
of the Yasna, contaimng 100 verses.

2 Ushtavarti, consisting of Ha's 4344
of the Yasna, containing 66 verses.

3 5penta Mainyu, consisting of Ha's
4730 of the Yasna, containing 41 vers-
ek,

4. Vohu Khshathra, consisting of Ha 3
| of the Yasna, containing 22 verses

5. Vahighto 1shii, consisting of Ha 33 of
the Yasna, containing % verses,

The language of the Gathas is one
belonging to the old Indo-lranian
group which was part of the Eastern
families of the Indo-European lan-
guages. This language 15 called Gathac,
and because it 1s incorporated into the
Yasna scnpture which 15 part of the
Avesta, it 1z also called Old Avestam.
Much of our grasp of the Gathic lan-
guage. both n vocabulary and gram-
mar comes from its close affimity with
the carly form of Vedic Sanskrit.

THE CONTENT OF THE
GATHAS.

The verses of the Gathas are addressed
o the Divinty, Ahura Mazda and also
o the public that has come w bear the
Prophet. Specific aspects of his theola-
gy appear in every Ha, but we do not
have a svstematic presentation of the
doctrine  in any  one  location.
Zarathushira expounds aspects of his
feachings in many different places in
the Gathas, In others, he exhorts his
audience to live a life as Ahura Mazda
has directed. From these freguent pas-
sges we ¢an reconstruct the theology

with reasonable accuracy. Then there
arc some verses, devotional in charac-
ter, addressed to Ahura Mazda to the
divine essences of Truth, the Good-
Mind, and the Spimt of Pietv and
Benevolence. There are also verses
which refer to episodes and crises in
the misston of the Prophet. But the the-
ology 15 interwoven i every Ha,

THE THEOLOGY OF THE
GATHAS,

It is important. as a preliminary consid-
eration, to mode that the type of religion
preached by Zarathushira is what may
be called reflective rehgion. It is a
fusion of a View of the World and a
Way of Life offered to the prospective
believer to be adopted upon due reflec-

-

tion as worthy of acceptance. A beligv-
er 15 one who chooses o encounter the
world as the religious view declares it
o he, and impoemantly, commits him-
self or herself In the Way of Life pre-
semted therein

What then 15 the meligious view of
Farathushtra  mm the  Gathas?
Farathushtra conceives of the world
we live m as a theater of conflict
between two diametneally opposcd
moral spints (mainvus), they stand for
mental attitudes in the psychological
domain, and also opposing moral veo-
tors in all of creation. They are the
Spirit of Goodmess (Spenta Mainvu),
and the Spirit of Evil {(Angre Mainyu,
mof 50 named in the Gathas, but in the
later literature). Their chamciers are
defined in relation o the pivotal con-
cept of Zarathushira's theology, Asha,
usually translated as Truth. Truth, in
this context means the Ultimate Trouth,
that is, the ldeal form of existence of
the world as cnvisioned by Ahura
Mazda, The formm the world would
have had but for the Spint of Evil, and
hence the form the world ought to

have. Acting i accordance with Truth
15 the nght thing to do, hence Asha is
also translated as  Rightcousness.
Indeed. since Zarathushira's theology
i5 alwavs projected with a moral
dimension. Asha alwavs carmes the
joint meaning of  Truth  and
Righteonsness.

Thus we comprehend the world as an
intringically pood. divine creation,
contaminated by evil, but capable of
bemng perfected by the actions of
humans by reason of their capacity of
moral choice. Human action ¢an pro-
mde good and reject evil leading to its
ultimate banishment from the world,
though 1t may confinue to cxist as a
concepiual possibility,

From this follows the Way of Life in

Zarathushtra's theology. According to
it, cach human being posscsscs, per-
haps cultivated to different degrees, the
quality of the Good-Mind, Vohu-Mana,
in itself a divine creation. The Good-
Mind enables us to grasp Asha, the
Ideal Truth: it also enables us to see
any aspect of the wordd and recopnize
it for what it s, e the way and the
extent 0 which it iz flawed. This is
grasped by seeing reality and realizing
how it deviates from its ideal stane, i.e
Aszha, This form of moral awareness is
what is termed good-thoughi, From
this good-thought one 15 mspired to do
the right thing, to nght the wrong, to
perfict the state of imperfection. When
the appropriate course of action is for-
mulated and articulated 1t 1z called
good word.

The inspiration that leads to action 18
Spenta Armaity, translated in the reli-
gious context as Picty or Devotion, and
in the moral context as Benevolence or
Richt-Mindedness. This spint is anoth-
er aspect of Divinity, it inclines vus to
move from nght conceptions to nght
actions. We thereby, with courage and

confidence put our well-thought-out
and well-formulated intentions  into
actions. This is called good-deed. Here
we can crvstallize the oft-repeated tnil-
ogy of Zoroastrnanism: Good-thoughts,
Good-words, and Good-deeds.

The conseguence of actions according
to this way of hife 15 that, being in
accord with Asha, it brings the world
toward perfection in any way and to
whatever extent it may be. In the social
wiorld we bring about a change wward
a worthy social order. And as the social
order is transformed to an ideal form
we achieve the ideal dominion in
which the mght-minded person is
happy and contented. This ideal social
state is referred to by the Gathic term
Khshathra Vairva, another divine
aspect.

The individual whe lives in accordance
with this way of life reaches a state of
well-bemng, a state of psychic and spir-
itual ntegnty which one mght plavsi-
blv charactenze as perfection in this
carthly state. This state 1s referred to by
the Gathic term Haurvalat, A person
who has lived such a life comes, wpon
death, o a state of immoral bliss,
known by the Gathic term, Ameretat,
Life after deauth in the Gathas 12 viewed
as a state, the character of which is a
consgquence of the maoral quality of
ang's life, The notion of the final judg-
ment upon the person 15 expressed dra-
matically m the crossing of the Bridge
of the Scparator (chinvad perctn),
where the vinwous cross to the Abode
of Songs, the heavenly abode, and exist
in a state of "Best Consciousness.” The
wicked fall away into the House of
Falschood. existing in a state of "Worst
Consciousmess," detached from Truth
The focus of Gathic teaching 15 one of
a world afflicted with  suffering,
inequity, and imperfection. the goal
being to transform it and bring it 1o
perfection, that iz, in consonancs with
Truth, by the comprehending power of
the Good-Mind, Such a perfecting
world would progressively bring safis-
faction to all the good creation. And it
would inaugurate the desired kKingdom,
K hshathra Vairva, where the ideal soci-
ety would manifest peaceful social
existence mowhich all interests would
be harmenized and balanced i a just
order, for that is an implication of
Asha. This achicvement depends on
enlightensd human thinking and nght-
minded human resolve. These are the
religious  poals according to the
Giathas, and brnnging them about. the
commandment of Ahura Mazda.
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Om his retom from Columbia, D

Dhalla was a transformed man. His
ideas, views and thinking had under-
gong a metamorphosis, His studies at
the wniversity gave him a historical
perspective, logical reasoning, and
critical acumecn, He had mughl the
truth by coordinating and collating all
the philosophics and sciences, which
now zave a different color to the ortho-
dox and staunch views on rituals, cene-
monics, social customs and pravers

that he had held in the past.

D Dhalla Bater keamt that owr religious
writings do nat contain the wwachings of
our Prophet alone. They embody o
conglomeration of the Beliels, rituals,
superstitions, allegones, myths and
myvsticizms prevailing i the post-
Prophet era. Our religiows books incor-
porate both sacred teachings and secu-
lar ideas. With the passage of time,
both were recogmized as gospel truth,
and were passed down to postenty as
religion

Dhalla concluded that  Prophet
Zarathushtra never gave coremonics
and ritvals, the predominant position
they hold in religion today. He
affirmed that ceremonies as such were
not the be-all and end-all of the
Zarathushtn religion. Heavenly bliss
cannot be pained merely by the per-
formance of death ceremonics. Only a
righteous life. a virtuows life, a helpfil
life on this earth would open up the
doors o Garothman Behesht

High Priest

In 190% at the age of 35, Dr Dhalla
was installed as the High Pricst of
Karachi, Blessed with a plcasant and
dignificd personality, Dastur Dhalla
was a commanding figure in the moest
august assemblics, Dressed in the spot-
less, white cofton robes, cummerhbund
and turban of the Zarathushti priest, his
shawl denoting the rank of a Dastur, he
impressed every  gathening as he

acknowledoed its respectful  homage

befiore taking his seat. When he rose 1o
speak, he held his audience spell-
bound. Daster Dhalla served the com-
munity in this office for over 43 vears

Books and writings

More than just a ceremonial priest.
Dhalla was also a prolific author
Among  his  garliest works was
Mivaishes or Zoroastnan Litanigs, in
1909, In this valuable work, cach
Mivaishe 15 freated, passase by pas-
sape, in the transliteration of s five
versions: Avesta, Pahlavi, Sanskrt,
Persian and Gujarati, with an English
translatmon by Dr Dhalla,

His Zoroastnan Theology  was
launched at Columbia, m 1914 for
which he made his second visit to the
USA, with his wife, Cooverbal. World
War | broke out during their stay in the
LUSA, and their retumn vovage was
fraught with danger from enemy action
an the high seas. While in England on
his wav back, he performed Europe’s
first navjole ceremony. Zoroastrian
Theology provides, in one book, a
complete history of Zamathushn reli-
gious belicfs from pre-Giathic times to
the present day,

In 1921, Dastur Dhalla and Cooverbar
once again satked to the USA o publish
his bock Zorcastman Crvilization. Here
he deals with abstract concepts of the
religion in a manner meaningful o the
lay persan. He reviews, in the pages of
this book, recourse of Zarathushin lis-
tory, discusses the evoalution of the reli-
gion from earliest times 1o the downfall
of the last Zarathushti Empire in 651
AD, the development of Zarathushti
society, and the evolution of the
Zarathushti way of life.

In 1929, Dastungi and Cooverbsai were
invited by Columbia University to
attend  celebrations for its  175th
anmversary. On this occasion, Dastur
[halla was awarded an homorary Litt [
Degree. He also took the opportunity

to publish Qur Perfecting World -
Zarathushtra's Wav of Life. In this vol-
wme, one s¢es flashes of transcendental
beauty and devout fervor, His wisdom,
knowledge based on vast reading and
carctul observation, and nghteousness
i5 reflected inits pages.

Dwring his fifth and last visit o the
USA, Dastur Dhalla published his clas-
sic History of Zorcastnanism, a
reviged and much enlarzed edition of
Zomastnan Theologae, which had long
been out of print. Here he survevs the
milkennia in six chronological penods:
pre=Ciathic, Gathic, Avestan, Pahlavi, a
Period of Decadence. and a Period of
Revival.

In hiz autebiography Ek Amma-katha,
he displavs that as a e Zarathushi,
he ungmdgingly accepted the fact that
in his life there was a mingling of joy
and sorrow, peace and strifi, happiness
and suffening.

Family

Within four months of the publication
of his autobiography, his beloved
Cooverbar  passed awav, and for
Dastumm. hfe without her comforting
presence seemed unbearable. "Bapa
and Motamama’s love was something
s0 beautiful that it touched evervone
around  them,” writes  Pouruchisti.
There was nothing they would not do
for each other. After Motamama died.
Bapa was never a whole person. He
missed his other half. Each time he
performed a mavjote or wedding, he
would take his garland and flowers,
place it ncar his beloved Cooverbai's
phaoto, and talk to her about the cere-
kMY,

If he had been a lesser person, he
would have wished to die with her. But
his farth 1n his God was very strong,
and he knew that only God knew what
was best! Dastuni passed away four-

teen vears later. at the age of B1, in
1936,

O him was written: 'He was a unigue
genins who passed through this trou-
bled world like a brilliant comet, radi-
ating light and bnlliance evenvwhene
he went, clevating the thoughts and
inspiring the lives of people. He
appealed to the lofbest pnnciples with-
in the hearts of man in general. and
Zoroastrians in particolar: not only by
the enviable logic of his astute mind.
but by the imvincable purity of his noble
soul.”

e —————

This article was compiled by Roshan
Rivetwa  froom  maerinls  provided by
Dasine Dhalla's  gramd-daughier,
Powrwchisti  Japeshed  Bharncha  of
Karachi, awd ker danghter Valishia
Carbeernealla, Vakishio come o Oaneda
i P73 gud fives with her husbard
Jorhi and tiw dangliters, Nhasma, 17
and Fara, 0, in Montreal, (wehee,
Coincrdentally, Vabivhia and Taprbi were
mrarried o the Jotk anniversary of
Triwsiure Ialla's hirek.

Crrateful ackmmwledgement is also given
fer K authors of Hee followiing Bva papers,
Srom wikicl Bnformation as been freely
faken:

I Eruch Kaikhuskrn Pavri, Life
aedd Works of Shemos-wl-Ulenna Dastur D
Muneckfee N Dhalle,  published by
Dasrwr Dr Dialla Memorial  Trstitute,
Karachi, 1973,

2 Misx Khorshed o Laskarr,
Dhastur DNlla Memoriad Exsay, "Life and
Works of Shamis-il-Llenta Dasiur Dy
Muareekii Nusservwaii Dialla®, 1973,

Roshan Riveina i a0 soffwere engincer
working  for  Locent Technolegies.
Koshaw and her hushand Rofrintan Bave
been actively involved with the founding
af the Soratfinishfi Asiociation of Chicago
(EAC) and the Federarlion of Zaratfusinl
Associations  of  Noerth  America
(FEZANA), Roshan is the crcator and
editorr=in-cligf of the FEZANA Journal,
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Dastur Dr. M N Dhalla

MA, PhD (Columbia)

By Roshan Rivetna,
Hinsdale, lllinois

As high pnest of the Parsis of Karachi,
Pakistan, for over 45 wvears, Dastur
Dhalla was a scholar and teacher of
rare bolliance, who stood unmffled
through many communal controver-
sics. This aricle portrays the man
behind the Dasturgi. as his granddaugh-
ter remembers "Bapa'.

'‘Bapa was a person to-whom birds, ani=
mals and children came on their own.
It was as if they felt and knew that he
was someone special who would be a
friend to them.' recalls Pournachist
Bharucha about her grandfather,

T remember when our compound was
much bigger and we had all sors of
birds in 2 huge cage in the garden and
amimals - degs, a monkey, a goat, a
covw, a horse and a wvery sweet little
deer. After lunch, Bapa would come
down and feed the ammals and birds
that would be waiting for him. It was
not their nomal food, but things he
had saved for them from his own
lunch. He talked to them as of they
weng his friends, and they seemed 1o
understand what he was =aving. He
woubd then water his plants and falk o
them too.

When we went out with him in the gan
(horsg-carmiage), he would point out a
tree or a clowd or little kids plaving, or
CVCn A pl‘lzl'l':l. WA - 10 |'|Il11. Eitﬂ'-
thing had a touch of God and was to be
admired.”

Bapa was Dasturp Dr. Mancckn
Musserwanyn Dhalla, MA, PhD, whom
the Parsis of Karachi (now in Pakistan)
had appomted as therr ligh priest and
which office he served, not only as a
ceremonial dastur, but also a scholar
and tescher. for over 45 vears until his

death in 1956,

Bapa was the public servant and citizen
an whom the British govemment had
bestowed the exalted title of Shams-ul-
Ulema in 1935 Only three Parsis
(Dastur  Peshotan,  Dastur Darab
Sanjana and Ervad Jivani Mody} had
eamed this prestigious title before him

Bapa was a scholar of Avesta, Pahlavi,
Persian, Gujarati and English litera-
ture, on whom Columbia University

bestowed the degree of Liit [, on the
occasion of s 175th anmversary, n
(929

Bapa was an eminent theologian, who,
alone, could convincngly satsfyv the
desire of the modem Parsi vouth for
enlightenment in matters spiritual. By
dint of his profound intellectual pow-
ers. unmatched knowledge of the doc-
tring, and persuasive rhetoric, he was
instrumental in créating a resurgence
of religions awakening among vouth,
who flocked by the hundreds o hear
his brnlliant lectures,

Bapa was an omator and speaker cager-
Iv sought for speaking engagements all

over India, UK. and the US; who spoke
with flaming enthusiasm and amima-
tion, stmng up rehimous enthusasm
amaong his hearers. He taught that reh-
gion 15 a thing of the heart, not of the
head. When he spoke, his countenance
radiated light and his hsteners felt that
their souls had awakened 1o a new Life.

Bapa was a geniug that Nowered in his
ning majoer Books and countless papars
an Larathuzhti religious literature, his-
tory amd theology, Bui, as Poumichisti
remembers, most of all, "Bapa was a
very kind and gentle soul” She adds: 1
have never scen him angry with anv-
ong. He enjoved doing his own daily
work, such as making his bed, dusting
his books and washing his own teacup.

"He was so highly leamed, but he was a
simple soul when 1t came to matters of
money. He would have 1o tum a coin
over to read s worth, [ remember
once, he received Rs 101 ashodad
{(gift} for performing a childs navjote.
which in those times was a very large
sum. He showed me the notes and said:
"Pourachishii, aaprev aatla badha
paisa-nu shoo karshu™ (What will we
do with so much money ™) [ am sure my
Dina Fui, who looked aficr Bapa's
money, was very pleased with this
amaount,”

Early life

Dasiur Dhalla was bom in 1875 at
Surat. His parents lived i a howel, in
ong of the poorest pants of the city,
where his father and uncle practiced
the pnesthood. According to the cus-
tom of those times, Maneck) was mar-
ned at the age of mine to a gird,

Cooverbal, from a well-to-do priestly
family of Mavsan, who was barclv 5 or
B vears old.

Pouruchist tells a little story about the
marrage. Bapa and Motamama had
their navjote performed in the moming
and ot marmied the sume evening.
After the wedding, Motamama staved
with her famaly in Navsar, When
Marma was nearly 18 vears eld, Bapa
went to Mavsan swith his family to
bring his hride home As they amived
im MNavsan, Bapa went out for a walk in
the aftemoon, to pass the time until the
family went to the bnde's house that
evenmg. He came upon a well where
scveral voung girds were drawing
water. There he saw, and immediately
fell m love with one of the gids. He
went hack home and told the story to
his famaly - which he had chanced
upon a gid at the well, whom he had
fallen in love with at first sighi.

"Of course, the family forced him o go
T his in=laws that evening. Amd 10 his
utter surprse and jov, the dream girl he
had fallen in love with at the well,
turned out to be his own wife”

Mancckji was ordained a navar at the
ageof 12, At 19, in order to make a liv-
ing, he took up a clencal job in
Karachi, which he held for cight vears
But all through this penod (18494-
1901, Maneckp did not forsake his
overwhelming aim in hife to become a
scholar. He would get up at 4am, and
devote at least three hours every mom-
ing to reading and wroting before pro-
ceeding o his office. Afler work he
would stop by the library, and devole
another three hours every day o his
studies.

Through his painstaking studies, he
had acquired enough knowledge about
the Zarathushti religion o publish a
monthly pamphlct called Gulshan-c-
Dancsh at the age of 200 At 22, he pub-
lished his first book (of 120 pages) on
the religion, reflecting his views dunng
this highly orthodox, cardv penod of
his Iifz,

Durng this time, Maneckji was also
making his mark as an crudite and
knowledgeable public speaker. On one
occasion, he so mmpressed an eminent,
visiting theologian. Mr K R Cama
[after whom the renowned K B Cama

Onental Institute of Mumba 15 named |
that the latter made a fervent appeal to
the Parsis in Karachs to send Manecky
for a tramine course al the Athoman

Madressa n Bombay.

With Rs. 23 per month from the
kKarachi Passi Anjuman and a matching
amount from K. R, Cama himself,
Maneckji came o study at  fhe
Madresza Working hard day and night,
with zcal and diligence, he completed
the five-vear course in three vears,

His teachers at the Madressa had
instructed him i knowledze based on
tradition. But 'tradition’, Dhalla averred
“i= stagnant, and knowledee 15 ever on
the move. Besides. tradition 15 wedded
to the time that 15 dead. and knowledpe
looks forward o the time Lo be bom.'

Further studies at Columbia

Dhalla was now filled with a longing o
proceed abroad for further studies in
Avesta-Pahlavi  with  scholars  a
Oxford.  Berdin - or  Columbia
Universitv,. With manthlv pledges of
Rs 125 from the benevolent Tata Trust
funds, Rs 50 from the Karachi
Anjuman, and addifional amounts from
Kk F Cama and Jvanp Maody, Dhalla
left the shores of India in 1905, by sca,
via Genoa, to study under Professor A
VW lackson at Columbia.

His wife and (by now) four chaldren
staved behind in India. At Columbia,
Maneck)l devoured the wntings of the
ereal thinkers, sapes, wnters and histo-
rians. He pot up at 4am and was the last
pupil to leave the library hall at 11 pm
every night. For him there was no
delight o compare with mntellectual
dehghts: and moreover, he felt he was
in debt o the entire Parsi communily,
and wanted 1w prove worthy of their
Trust.

=
i
S |
|
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Inside Washington:
the NIAC's battle to save the
Persepolis Tablets

By the National Iranian American Coungil

The campaign 1o save the Peracpolis
Tablets 15 quictly gaining momentum,
as the MIAC and some of the nation's
top universitics work to protect thou-
sands of pneeless culmral amifacts at
nsk of being scized by lawwvers and
auchioned off to the highest bidder,

Since 2006, the MNIAC has led the
[ramian-Amencan community's efforts
o protect the Persepolis Tablets, a
unigue collection that provides the
wordds onlv first-hand window into
daily life in Persepolis 2500 years ago.
We have fought on all fronts - in the
media, the couns, the Congress and
even the White House - to protect these
precicus arfifacts so that they remain
available for cvervene to enjov and
appreciate,

The NIAC's legislative strategy
The NIAC is focusing on the hest
approach to protect the Perscpolis
Tablets: permancntly closing a leop-
hole mn US law o permanently secure
the Persepolis Tablets and all other
priceless Persian artifacts in the United
States. Svccessfullv amending the law
will cnsure that no-one’s culture or her-
itage will ever agam come under attack
in the courts

Tor accomplish thig, the NIAC i work-
g closely with many  members of
Congrezs, especiallv those who repre-
sent museums with collections of
Perzian antiguities, sech as Senator
Roland Burris (D-1L). Senator Burnis is
the auwthor of the  Perscpolis
Amendment, which would protcct our
heritage by clanfyving that cultural ani-
facts cannot be seized to collect a judg-
ment against a govemment,

The NIAC has continued it= campaign
on Capitol Hill, holding kev mectings
and providing cotical bnefings o lay
the groundwork (o bring the Persepolis
Amendment e a vote, and ensure we
CMenze viclonous

Passing legislation iz mol as straghtfor-
ward as it might seem. The most effec-
tive way to pass a small but significant
piece of legislation. sech as Burms'
Persepolis Amendment. 15 to attach it
as an amendment to a larger piece of
legislation, often called a “legislative
viehicle”, Without a legislative wwhicle,
the Perscpolis Amendment would have
to he imtroduced as f“n:::stnndiug lcgis-
lation, which would be unlikely to

reecive a simple up or down vote
Congress, cspecially the Scnate, has
been bogeed down by the health-care
dchate and partisan hattles, which has
stalled even major preces of legislation
and led to a dearth of appropriate lez-
islative vehicles.

Stll. some measures - such as annual
authonzation bills - must be passed by
Congress each vear. These types of
mandatory legislation provide the best
legislative vehicles. Our strategy will
be to pass the Persepoliz Amendment
as an amendment to an annual authori-
zation act when Congress begins work-
ing an tham in lafe spring. This is the
best wav to ensure the Persepolis
amendment 15 signed nto law and to
permanently protcct our hentage for
future gencrations

Join the campaign

The MIAC will continue its work to
ensure we have educated members of
Congress between now and May, We
will need our members to continue to
eet involved, and we will soon begin a
reinvigorated grassrocls campalgn so
that Senators know how important this
issue 15 o their Imnian-Amencan con-
stituents. In order 1o protect the
Persepolis Tablets, Traman Americans
st make their voices heand.

The NIAC will be in touch with itz
megmbers as this process moves for-
wiard, updating vou on gur progress and
enlisfing vour voices when it is time to
showe the Senate the support for thes
measure that cxists among the Iranian-
Amencan community.,

Soon, NIAC will alse deplov the
Persepohis Center, an online resource
that will not only serve as a cleanng-
house for background information
about the Persepolis Tablets but will
also provide a direel  conneclion
between the MIAC and members with
the latest vpdates on our efforts, mew
apportumities for members to mobilize,
tools for contacting ¢lected representa-
tives, and profiles of endangered col-
lections,

If we are suceessful in our efforts, the
Iranian-American commumnity will be
able to take pride in protecting not only
our own cultural artifacts, but all cul-
tural artifacts from the threat of lawsoit
in the LS

When Zarathustra Spoke:

odel, and that there was noe pepulation
pressure, People werg in fact accus-
fomed, for several centuries, to a liveli-
hood from hwnting, the gathering of
wild crops and the grazing of livestock,
and they were still in the process of
domesticating more amimals,

Several archacologists and scholars arc
referred to, to put forward the new
beliefs they hold, that dvnamic change
1= only brought about by a new ideolo-
ov, releions deology being the pre-
dominant one in ancrent days.

This brings the author o Zarathustra,
and she seems o arrive at the conclu-
sion that the anly reason for these swd-
den dvnamic changes in the history of
Meolithic civilization are a new mes-
sage from the prophet, urging people to
adopt a seftled way of life, with agn-
cutlture

The author apparcntly argues (my oon-
clusion from a first rcading of this
book) that with the present dating of
Prophet Zarathustra at 1500 BC o
[ 100 BC, ar the other dating of 600 BC
{byv which times apnculture was a long
established way of hfe), why would the
new message place so much stress on
agriculture and reverence for all of
nature? This would be far more rele-
vanl in more ancient tomes, the tradi-
tional dating of the prophet (alse men-
tioned by the Greeks), of arcund 630K

BC, This was when the peoples of the
ancicent regions were made aware of
the benefits of a scttled agncultural
life. and the required care of the natu-

When
Zumth ustra
Spoke

Beligion

MARY SETTEGAST

ral elements for the best resulis for
agricultune.

The author brings Torth the new (o
mhe, at least) finding that the huge num-
ber of copper wessels of this period
were not used for any domestic pur-
pose (as the latest scicnntic methods
show) like cocking or stonng, but for
anly amstic and ceremaonial purposcs

As all communication between peoples
of those davs was oral. the huge profu-
sion of patterns and motfs on vesscls
and bowls, of a very high degree of
artistre, could have a hidden laver of
meaning. There s, for example, one
mcdaf of the sun in the center of a pat-
ferm, seen on many vessels. 1s this the
sun standing stll at the creation of the
universg by Ahora Maeda® The author
also finds pamerns that show the sun
‘moving' as per our traditions of the
creation story, the sun begins 0 move
in the heavens afier Ahnman's amack
on the good creation

There are repeatedly a huge number of
viessels with patterns of heht and dark
shades: would this, the author asks, be
the struggle between good and evil?

She clanfics further that the close sim-
ilanty of the Gatha dialect with the
Rigveda, could also mean that this lat-
ter literature, based on wonds of simi-
lanty, denved from the mone ancient
proto=lndo-European group, but may
be of a much later date (i.¢.. the avail-
able dialects had not changed much)

The book is interesting. and it explores
mew ground with mew methods of dat-
ing for archacology, that form the basis
for the ancient dating of Zarathustra,
Thag iz why 1 thowght I should sav that
reading this book 13 worth it, For me, it

is available at my local council librarve
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£1 million donation assures

the future of

Z.oroastrian studies at SOAS

Londos's School of Oeiental and
African Studies (S0AS) haz received a
£1 million donation from a charitakle
fund sat up to advance research into
public understanding of
Formoarianigm, one of the world's old-
csf living religions

The Zomastnan Professorship Fund,
supported by private donors, will
secure a long-term endowment for the
Fartoshty Professorship in
Zoroastriamsm  at S0AS%, i the
Department of the Study of Beligions.

.
™

cizune that the endowment will contin-
ue o advance the stedy and under-
sianding of Zorcastnaniam af SOAS
The donation was celebrated at a spe-
cial coremony at SO0AS on Wednesdas
% February 2001, which was atended
by representatives and trustees of the
private doners and the current and for-
mer presidents of the Zormastrian Trust
Funds of Europe.

"There 15 perhaps no place better suited

for this post than SOAS) said S0AS
Durector,  Professor Paul  Webley.

e

(L to B) Fund trustees Pefer Borrie and Alex Ruffel, SOAS Secratary amd Registrar
Dhvrapled Bespfonr it poer) avrd SOAN Director Paud Wby parsicipated ir o sigaing cer-

emnnry for thae fumd,

BOAS s the first university in the
world to boast an endowed profossor-
ship in Zoroastnanism. This donation
realizes the vision of the laic Mary
Bovee, Professor of Iraman Studies at
SOAS from 1947 to 1932, The
acclamed academic championed the
founding of an endowed post and
achieved sigmficant recosnition and
support for her werk  from  the
Zoroastnan community. A part-lime,
later full-time, post was set up in 1997
with  generous  funding  from
Zoroastrian  philanthropists  Fandoon

and Mehraban Zartoshty.

Thiz new £1 mallion donaticn will be
used aleng with the Zarteshiy funds to

London 15 home $0 the oldest
Lorpastrian diaspom community auf-
side India and Iran, and S0OAS 15 the
world's leading institution for the study
of Asia, Afnca and the Middlc East
We are delighted to strengthen our rela-
tonship with the Loroastnan commu-
nity and our long-tenm commitment to
the study and rescarch of this fascinat-
g and influential rehgion

While Zoroastnanism 1= stodied at a
small number of other intemational
universities, no other insttution has an
endowed chair This gift ensures that
the religion will continue to be
rescarched and tavght at SOAS in per-

retuity

FLoroastrian Studies at SOAS

Zoropastnanism has been stedied at
SOMAS since 1929, thanks to the Parsee
Community's lectureship, held by Sir
Harold Walter Bailey and Walter Bruno
Henming. Professor Mary Bovee aughi
Zorcastinanism from 1947 wntil 1982
Many other distinguished scholars of
Zoroastrianism and Tranian Studics
have taught at S0AS, including
Professor John Hinnells from 1993 0
1998, Professor A Y H Bivar from
Pl po 1995, and Professor Nicholas
Sims-Williams from 1976 fo 204

SOMAS cumrently has two acadcmics
who specialise in Zorcastnanism: the
Lartoshty Professor of Zomoastrmanism,
Almut Hintze, and Dr Samah Stewart. a
former student of Professor Bovee.
About Zorcastnanism

Zoroastnanism was founded by the
Prophet Zarathushira {Greck
Zoroaster) in Iran approscimately 3,300
vears ago and has influenced other
world religions, including Judaism,
Chriztiavity and Islam. It has also
influenced works of ant and culture
throughout the centuries, with Richard
mitrausss 'Also Sprach Zarathustra' and
Mozart's The Magic Flute® among the
best-known cxamples, The first Asian
member of the UK Houses of
Parliament  { 1892-93). Dadabhai
Maoroji, was a Loroastnan, as 15 the
first Asian member of the House of
Lords, Baron Karman Bilimona CBE.
Orther well Enown Zoroastrians include
the late Bntish rock star Freddie
Mercury, nowvelist Rohinton Mistre,
conductor Zubin Mchta, and inferna-
tional industrialisis and entreprencurs
including the Tata and Godrej families.

" Goop )
THOUGHTS

GOOD
'Wﬂ?DS

GOOD
DEEDS

When
Zarathustra
Spoke

A review By Geve Narielwalla

the

Spoke
Reformation of Meolithic Culture and
Eeligion (2003) 15 authored by Mary
Scttegast, who holds a graduate degree
from UC Berkeley, with a degree in

When  Farathustra

archacology from Columbia
University. It s published by Mazda
Publishers (www mazdapub.com)

This bold beok breaks new ground
with a fresh lock at the recently
improved calibration of archacological
remaing and objects, and the sudden
change in people's patiern of liveli-
hood during the Meolithie period
(B0 o 0000 BC), for proving our
fraditional dating of the prophet’s era,
TOD B

Stnrrml_-_ with varmous mentions of the
Prophct Zarathustra's dating of 7040 to
GO BC by the Greeks Pliny,
Eudoxus, Xanthus and Plutarch, the
author assembles the most rccent
updates on information of the sites and
objects of the Meohthic Near East,
Middle East and Central A=ia.

There is an almost sudden change in
the preference of people for settled lifc
with agriculture, in place of pastoral-
ism and nomadism, including the raid-
ing of the few settled peoples when
pastures faiked

From 6300 B, there is a disappear-
ance of warlike motifs from the
arch::mnln_gma] digs 1 this region,
replaced by the profusion of copper
vessels, with a hupe vanety of pat-
icms, that reflect a new ideolomy’ (in
the words of the authaor)

The author further asserts there was no
pressing need for thes change from
nomadism and pastoralism {or even
late hunter-gathenng from carlier peri-

ool he comfine page &
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New Zoroastrian Center:
Canoga Park / Woodland Hills, Los Angeles

The CEC-LA Board of Dircctors is
pleased to  announce that  the
Conditional Use Permit (CLP) for the
CEC-LA balding in Canoga Park to be
used as a Lorcastnan Coliural Center
has been approved by the citv. Our
remodeling project 15 well underway
and will soon be submatted o the city
for the mecessary work permit. CZ2C-
LA would hke to thank all the mdivid=
wals who volunteered their tme and
gocdwill towards achieving this impaor-
tant goal

The CZC Board of Tristecs and CEC-
LA Board of Dirgctors are making
every effort to establish a location that

has all the proper permits and is
remodeled tastefully and, most impor-
tantly, according to ety code, We wall
periodically send updates as the plans
progress and will be accepting work
proposals and donations from licensed
contractors within our commumnity for

the planned works.

Once the remodeling project 15 com-
plete, we will be able to hold addinon-
al activities, plan group functions and
oreamze programs o meet the local
community's needs. In the meantime,
the CZC-LA Board would like to
update contact information for [wo
exigting and active sub-commitiees

1. Avesta Teachings - This group holds
classes for students aged five and up,
on the sccond and fourth Sundays of
each month at Birmingham High
School. The classes include the teach-
ing of daily pravers and their meaning,
and  fundamental  teaching  of
AshoZartusht. For additional infornma-
tion and ingquines. please send an ennadl
to Vallevavestaclassacze=laomg.

2. Sports = This group holds weekly
practices every Sunday at El Camino
High School. The activities include
basketball, wvollevball, hiking, chess
and mwore, For additional information
and inguiries, please send an email o
spontsiacac-la.ong

Professor Sorooshian claims
international water prize

Soroozh Serooshian, Distinguished
Professor of Civil and Environmental
Engineering and Earth Svetem Scignce
at University of California, Irving,
recently gamered prostigious intema-
tional acclaim

The director of UCEs Center for
Hvdrometeorology  and  Kemote
Sensimg, and Calii? academic affiliate,
was awarded the 200B-2010 Prnince
Sultan Bin Abdulaziz International
Prze for Water's Specialized Branch
Prize for Water Resources
Management and Protection.

Sarooshian is a member of the ¢xecu-
tive commitice of the Water and
Development Information for Arid
Landz, a joint program of the United
Mations Education, Scientific and
Cultural Organization {(UNESCO) and
the US. MNational Committee for the
[ntemational Hydrelogical Progranmime

He specializes in hvdrometeorology,
water resources svstems and issucs,
climate studies and the wse of remote
sensing in the hydrologic cvele.

A member of the U.S. National
Academy of Engineenng and  the
[ntermatronal Academy of Astronaufics,
he 1= also a Fellow of the Amencan
Association for the Advancement of
Science. the American Geophysical
Union, the Amencan Meteorological
Society and the International Water
Resources Association

Among Sorooshian's many honors ane

the MNASA  Distinguished  Public
Service Medal, two Dustinguished
Engincering Educator Awards, and the
2009 wward for Ouistanding Professor
in The Henrv Samueli School of
Engincering.

The Pnnce Sultan Bin Abdulaziz
Intemational Prize for Water sceks w
encourage the development of 'proac-
tive, practical, and cost-effective
means of making water available to
people wherever they may be” Leading
mtcrnational scicntists determing  the
winners manngally o oeach of five
branches

Somashian was honored for his devel-
cpment and refinement of the PER-
STANM maode] to estimate preci pitation
from satellite remotelv sensed data
PERSIANN paes armiticial neural nei-
works (a form of artificial intclligence)
and infrared and TRMM satellite data
to cstimate global precipatation.

The awards ceremony was held
Rivadh, Saudi Arabia, in December, to
coincide with the opeming ceremony of
the Fourth Intemational Conference on
Water Resources and Dy
Envircnment. The award carmes a cash
prize as well as a gold medallion. iro-
phy and certificate

Z-Journal's
fifth
anniversary

Five vears ago, on the Nowruz of 2006,
the frst edition of The Zoroastrian
Journal was printed. This journal was
initiated by the California Zoroastrian
Center. Throughout the last five vears,
17 issues have been printed and distnb-
uicd intermationalls

By looking back on the progress made,
considerable improvements can be scen
both i the quality and quantity of our

Joumal's publications. With much sup-

port from our readers. this publication
has increased ats visibility and exposure

far bevond that which was expected.

Such proeress has only boen made pos-
sible by the vanous supporiers whao
have provided us with their invaluable
assistance.  fime  and  dedication.
Individuals, as well as vanous organi-
sations have offered us a chantable
hand, whether it is through mongar
donations, providing us good articles,
or offering us thewr constructive criti-
cizm, Without a doubt, The Loroasinan
Joumal would not have lasted iof it was
not for the unitv and solidanty within
LT COMMUnty,

O behalf of The Lorcastrian Joumal
staff. we would like 1o thank all of those
who hive contnbuted much (e our suc-
cesses, We thank vou for believing and
supporing the ultimate geal of spread-
ing the teachings of Asho Zarathuszhtra
which leads 1o Uishia for every woman,
i and ehild.

The survival of this publication is
extremely  essential  because  ¢ach
Zorpastrian  publication serves as a
valuable bndge to other sociehes, and it
allows athers to lcam about our 1deas,
philosophy, community and way of life.
By informing others, we can ensure the
survival of the preat Zomastnan reli-
eion and the lanian (Arvan} hentage.

After takine a glance al our past, we
now look foreand o the vears (o come
with a relentless dedication o our read-
ers, and with a refined approach to bet-
fering our Zoroasirian communitics.
Feel free to join us in our pursuit, and
contact us with any inleresis or con-
cems you may have,

Besr,

The Foroaszirian Jourmal stafl
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receives star on Hollywood Walk of Fame

On March 1st, Zubin Mehta received
the 2434th star on the Hollvywood
Walk of Fame, comciding with his
30th anmiversary as a conductor

Actor Kirk Douglas jomed Mehia at
the ceremany near the northeast comer
of Hollvwood Boulevard and Wine
Street. "What would the world do with-
out music? Douglas smd. "Fubin has
entertained millions of people all over

thee wardd!

Dowglas said he considered Mehia a
'mensch’ because be and his wile came
to visit the actor after he suffored a
stroke,

The ceremaony coincides with Mchia
conducting the lsracl Philharmomnic
Orchestra i a concert at the Walt
Disney  Concert Hall.  Hawdn's
Symphony MNo. 96 and Mahler's
Syvmphony No. 5 are on the hill.

&

Zubin Mehta

Mchta is best emembered by Southem
Cahfomians for his 1962-197E stint as
the music dircetor of the Los Angeles
Phalhanmmonic

At the ceremony, members of the Los
Angeles, Isracl and Vienna philhar-
monics performed o oa tnbute to
Mehta. 'l have to sav, what a wonderful
sumpnse to have three orchestras [ have
worked with, perform for all of us
today! e sud. T am erateful w this
country which has aken care of me for
S0 iy vears.

Mehta was bom Aprl 2% 1936, in
Bombay (mow Mumbaid, India His
Father Mehli was the founding condue-
tor of the Bombay Svmphony
Uirchosira

When he was 16 vears old, his father
allowed lim to conduct a Bombav
Svmphony rehearsal. "The moment he

Frdivrn comdnctor Zubin Mekea, thied from left, waves ox he stands warl mernbers of kis
orchestra disring a ceremony honoring him with o star on the Hollpvood Walk of Fuame
inn Lo Angeles on Twesday, Mearch 1, 2001, (AP PhoteAhamion Devarganes)

£

got onto the podinm, he instantly took
command, gave us our comect cues
and put us under his spell,” Bombay
cellist George Lester told Time in a
1968 interview Tor a cover sfory on
Wchta,

Mehtz left for Vienna in 1954 where he
eventually entered the conducting pro-
gram at the Akademie fur Musik. He
won the Liverpool intemational con-
ducting competition i 1958 and was
also a prize winner of the summer

academy at Tanglewood.

Mchta was the music director of the
Montreal Svmphony Orehestra from
19a]-67 and held the same post with
the Mew York Philharmonic from
1978-1991, a position he held for
lomger than anvone glsg

Mohta was named music advizser to the
lsracl Phalhammonic Orehesira in [59G4,
its music director o 1477, and as s
Music Director for life m 1931,

To view all
€ZC Zoroastrian
publication issuves

visit:
wwuw.cz¢journal.org

Is
Zoroastrianism
a proselytizing

religion?

After extensive and ongoing fickd studs
on Foroastrianism in ancient China, |
have revised my carlier opmion and
come to the conclusion  that
FZoroasinamism 15 indeed a prosclytiz-
ing rehieion,

The main reason is that there 1= nothing
in the senptures that prevents 1. There
are also no historical findings that indi-
cate otherwise. There were guite a
number of Chinese who were conver-
ed in anciemt China by Sabao,
Zoroastrian converting priests, and
even Mogusz, high pricsis who came
from Persia to establish parishes for
training pricsts o become converting
prigsis,

The Tang and Song Dvnasty anstocrats
and roval houscholds were convented to
Loroastnanism. Archeological excava-
tion of several fire temples has provid-
ed evidence of this. Several leading
Chinese scholars said to me that if
Zarathushtra  had  not  convernted
Vistaspa and the roval family,
Zomoastnanism would not have been
heand of and would not have spread
from Sopdiana o Nomhem China. It
waz only in India that comversion was
looked down on as a social problem

From the Gathas, Younger Avesta, and
Achemenian  inscriptions o late
Fahlavi literature, there 12 not a single
statcment that conversion 1 prohibaicd,

Jadiv Rana's promisc of non-conver-
sion has no legs to stand on becanse
Jadiv Rana never existed, and no
gencanlogy of such a personm 15 on
record or has ever been found.

= Dr Pallan Ichapona

' Pallan Fohaporta bos o BA fw Advestr and
Pliland frows Howsbay [lmiversity, and aftesdid
pestgroduate cerrses in Anciert frarian
Curliere and Loamgiiages af  Colusbia
Urmersity. M & the averciate co-worker of
Frofewsor Helmoe Plamback of - Wanr:
Umiversity and hay outhaeed fioe Boeks winh
Bime The Heritoge of Jarathnshire. 1 New
Transbation of Hiv Gothay, e har also
arndiered The Gathas of Asee Sarathusiiea,
and o fronslatien of  Afboeovaninn o
babisteishi Gahes, fle i an elocred fellon of
e Hayal Axiatic Nociety af (erewl Rritain ard
Treland
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The office boy who became
Chief Justice of India

4 By Anirban Choudhury

Y come from a poor famile § siaried my
coreer as @ clasy [V emplovee and the
oy quesed § possess is imdesrine” - CI1

Sarosh Homi Kapadia

AL atime when the Indian judicial svs-
tem was mired in controversy, thanks
o the likes of KG Balaknshnan and
P Drinakaran, a man had the courage
and the integrity to sav all is not well
with the svstem,

India’s 38gh Chicf Justice Sarosh Homi
Kapadia began his life as an office
aszistant who ran crrands at a law firm
He dreamed of one dav studving law
and becoming a judoe.

Homi Kapadia hailed from a lower
middle-class Parsi familv: his father
was a clerk and his mother a home-
maker. Quality education was a luxury.
Which 1s why, in 1950, he took a hum-
bling job at the Law Ofices of
Behramjee Jegjeehhony.

Hiz colleagues couldn't have imagined,
even in their wildest dreams, that he
would one day go on o become the
Cheef Justice of India

A co-worker from his carly vears told
The Indian Express: 'He was a voung
boy when he joined us to help senior
advocates carmy their heavy bnefcasces
Hiz self-conscious demeanor would
force me to wonder at times what he
was doing i such a smart law firm.)'

The young Sarosh sought (o help his
father and Anance hiz vounger broth-
er's education before embarking on his
jourmey e become a lawver.

After law school, at age 27, he became
counsel for the income tax department
Boon he was promoted to additional
judge of the Bombay High Court in

(991 and made a permanent judeze 1n
1993 He decrded on matters relating to
the enviromment, banking, industries,
and taxation. He also presaded over the
high-profile Ketan Parckh stock scan-
dal case in 1999, and plaved an impor-
tant role in the proceedings of the Joint
Parliamentary Committee  constituted
to investigate the scam.

In Auvgust 2003, he became the Chief
Justice of the Uttaranchal High Court,
and in December 20603 he was appoint-
ed a judge of the Supreme Court

Here, Kapadia delivered some land-
mark judgments. In one, he ruled
against DNA testing in a property dis-
pute case. He was also part of a three-
member bench that heard the income
tax case of RID chief Lalu Prasad
Yadav. The case went in Lalu’s favour,

On 12 May 2010, Kapadia was swom
in as the Chief Justice of India by
President Pranbha Patil.

Soon after his appointment, Kapadia
wro to retired Justice Krishna Iver, in
reply to hiz congratulatory in letter: 'l
come from a poor family. 1 stared my
career as a class 1V emplovee and the
only asset | posscss 15 tcgnity, Even
as a judge of the Supreme Court, 1 have
used mv knowledge of accounts and
cconomics for the welfare of the down-
trodden, including tnkals and work-
men. [ hope to fulfill my obligation to
the Constitubion in the matter of
achieving the goal of inclusive growth.

His actions, after he ook over, clearly
show that he is bere o set the judicial
house in order.

Kapadia has wamed against fivolous
public inferest litigation (PIL). "Huge
costs will be imposed against those fil-
ing frivelous PILs, Kapadia said, dur-
ing & hcanng. But The Indian courts
are choked with cases filed by frivo-
lous litigants who, for example, want

L]
to teach their poliical and busincss
nvals a lesson, Citizens hope Kapadia
will deal with them firmly

Reviving judicial activism

kKapadia was instramental in asseming
the supsemacy of the apex court by
exposing the irregulantics in the tele-
com sector. He ordered a thorough
probe into the 2G spectrum scam and
told the CBI to investigate the process
of granting licenses which caused the
Indian exchequer huge losses

In fact. a Supreme Count bench gues-
tioned PM Manmohan Singh's inaction
and silence on the 20 spectrum scam
and asked the center to file an affidavit
on the PM's silence on Janata Party
President Subramanian Swamy's peti-
tion seeking action against A Raja.

kKapadia iz a judge whe is unafraid of
the politically powerful. In the Tatest
¢ase, he has unscated central vigilance
commissioner PJ Thomas, and rattled
the power chites of the naton, In 2010,
a bench headed by him had questioned
the appomtment of Thomas as the
CVC when he faced charges of cormp-
tion in the palm clein import case. The
appointment of Thomas had been chal-

lenged m two public interest petitions,
one of them fiked by former chief clec-
tion commuissioner JM Lyngdoh.

When it comes to PILs with menit,
Kapadia has been svmpathetic. In
another landmack raling, the Supreme
Court said mentallv-challenged rape
victims could have babies. A bench
headed by Kapadia ruled in Gavor of a
0-yvear-old woman, raped at Nan
Miketan, an institution run by the
Chandigarh adminisimation, She want-
ed to have the baby, but the
Chandigarh administration moved the
Punjab and Haryana High Court citing
it was in best interest of the mother to
undergo an abortion, to which the court
pave a go-ghesd. The Supreme Court
overtumed the verdict saying that
human nghts for a disabled woman in
state custody should be strengthened.
nod weakened.

When it comes o human nghts. the
Supreme Court under Rapadia has held
that narce-analyvsis, bran-mapping and
polveraph tests on suzpects can only be
done if the suspect agrees o undergo
such tests

In amcther imporant verdicr, the
Supreme Court has ruled that the gov-
cmor of a state cannot be removed 1t
heishe does not agree with the policies
or ideclogies of the umon govemment
or with the party at povwer at the center.
It also ruled that the state povemment
cannid remove a povernor on the
eroumds that it has lost confidence in
Tumher.

The rigorous intent with which the
apex court has pursued a wide range of
cases has miven new hope 1o ordinary
citizens, kapadia's efforts may be able
to repair the damage that our judicial
svstem has suffered dunng the tenune
of Balaknshnan,

FARAVAHAR

This 15 the picture of a Faravahar, or a
guardian soul. Literally translated it
means “Forward Pulling Force”. Each
of its pans significs an idea or philaso-

It's wings, sizmifyving the ascent of the
soul or upward progress. The wing is
in three major serments. represeniing
Good Thoughts. Good Words, and
Good Deeds.

The nngs in the center symbolizes the

etermity of universe or the cternal
nature of the soul. As a circle, it has no
begining and no end

The figure nzide 15 that of and old man,
representing wisdom of age. One of
the hands points upwards, telling us
that there 15 onlv one dircction we
should choose. The other hand holds a
smaller ang, the nng of promise. This
means when a Zdoroastnan gives a
promise, it s hke a nng. It can not be
broken.

The feathered tail below 1s also in three
pars. It reprosents the opposite of the
wings, namely, bad thoughts, bad
words, and bad deeds. It s at the bot-
tom, because such choices weigh us
down and impede our ascent.

And finally the two curly threads from
the waist sizmify the dulity of our expe-
riences. through our Good Mind we
can make the Good choices, and
thougeh s lack or opposite, we will
make bad choices.
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to all owr readers

Editor’s note

Mowruz is the ancient lranian celebration that reminds us
Zoroastrians of our Persian heritage and identity.
Although the Nowruz customs have gone through cen-
turies of strife, they have survived as one of the most cel-
ebrated Iraman festivals of the modermn day, Iramiansg
around the world proudly continue the traditions that were
originated by our distant Iraman ancestors. These pre-
served customary practices include decorating the haft-
seen table and hosting large, jovous gathering with fiends
and family members that enable us to celebrate the coming
of spring through the late hours of the might

A celebration of this magnitude carnes a meaning of equivalent imponance. By helping
preserve the celebration of Nowruz, we are helping spread its internal messages of com-
passion, appreciation and kindness. This vear, as we preserve our honorable traditions, let
us also remember to preserve the messages ingrained within them. While teaching our
children how to set up the haft-seen, be sure to emphasize the symbaolism it carries and
the messages it values. Such simple lessons can help teach our children a more pure and
peaceful way of life.

Happy Nowruz to each and every one of yvou, and may there be many more blessed years
to come,

' N
California Zoroastrian Center
Zoroastrian Journal

Chase Bank
Account #421-334675-6




The Zoroastrian Journal Spring 2011

The Zoroastrian Journal
No.17
Publish: Quarterly
Spring 2011

Topics:
Religion, Culture, Social, Science,
History and News

Senior Editors:

Mehrdad Mondegan CALIFORNIA ZOROASTRIAN CENTER

Shahrooz Ash 8952 Hazard Avenue
Rova Waltman ' Westminister, CA 92683
USA
Authors/Writers:  Tel: (714) 893-4737 Fax:(714) 894-9577
Dr. Niaz Kasravi : —
Mobed Behram Deboo e b
Masrin Ordibeheshti : Emab-yiigiaeoy
Shahrooz Ash
Rova Waltman
Dr. K.D. Irani
Dr. Roshan Rivetna Ahura Mazda | Wise Lord | is the Zarathushtrian God.
- Larathushtrians believe in Good Thoughts, Good Words and Good Deeds.
Director and Publisher: Asho Zarathustra Spitaman is our prophet and teacher

California Zoroastrian Center The Farathaghirian sacred text iz ealled the Avesia. The fve Gathas in the Avesta are the

A non Profit Organization - very divinely inspired words of Asho Zarathushtrian, the holiest of the holies. The
- Zarathushirian religion is the oldest monotheistic religion in the world, dating back to the
Type & Design: - fourth millennium. According to Zarathushira there is only one God, the Zarathushtrian

follow the path of Asha "Righteousness". Our religion teaches us to respect these four ele-

ments; Water, Fire, Air and Earth.Zarathushtra says that the divine is present within each

¢ one of us and in all things. This divine flame should not be contaminated, but sustained by

Printed h.}r: good thoughts, good words and goeod deeds. In the Avestan fext Yasna 17.11, FZarathushtra

LA Web Press i expresses his beautiful thought by speaking of the fire, in all things, the fire within each one

? ¢ of us. IT the divine is present in all of us, then one must accept that human are divine, 1o fact

¢ all beings with life are a divine creation of the creator. Zarathushtra is the first person to

Manv thanks to: ¢ advocate freedom of choice; in the Gathas it is stated that Ahura Mazda made us such. This
{}Slif'l.]'hﬂl'l.ﬂ]"g " is why Zarathushtra is known to be the father of free will,

Mojan Design

amordadnews.com - "Zarathushrianism is the oldest of the revealed world religion, and it has probably had more
5 berasad.com ¢ infMluence of mankind, directly and indirectly, than any other single faith"”. Mary Boyce.
' Zorvoastrians, their religions beliefs and practices. (London, Routledge and Kegan Paul,

Email: infoig!CZClournal org 1999, R-1)
Tel: 714-893-4737
Fax: 714-894-93577
www. CAC Journal org



The ZOROASTRIAN Journal

Issue 17 Spring 2011/3749 Zoroastrian Calendar

b
-



	01
	02
	03
	04
	05
	06
	07
	08
	09
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28

