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Mehdi Yazdi

DRE # 01790150

949.307.4330
maxremax2000 @yahoo.com
www.maxmedhi.com

Bahram Irani

Real Estate Consultant
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If you are looking to buy a house or if you want to
sell your house, enjoy our best services.

Tel: (818)645-3134 E-mail: BAHIRANI@yahoo.com
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General

By: Frahad Kermani

The 8th Zoroastrian unity cup in
San Diego

on Aug.31st-Sept 2nd.

9 adult teams and 7 youth teams in 2
divisions of 7-10 and 11-16 participated in
this Unity Cup.

Approximately 250 individuals attended this
three day event, of which about 100 were
the players in 3 different divisions. The first
day of tournament was followed by banquet
in Encinitas banquet hall and around 300
guests enjoyed with Farshid Amin, his
band, DJ KIA and dance performances.
San Diego youth group had several group
dance performances for each day of
tournament during the lunch break. BBQ
and drinks were available for players,
guests and visitors.Trophies were awarded
to the first, second and third places as well
as best players from each divisions

___,.._,._._____‘_,..._

Avicenna

Accounting & Tax Services
The Best Public Accounting
& Tux Services Firm

* Preparation corporate & individual tax
* Preparing & reviewing income statement
s Preparing & reviewing balance shect
* Auditing
s Preparation of financial forecasts
* Preparation of financial projection plan

8500 Leesburg Pike. Suite #203, Vienna, VA 22182
Telephone: (703) 448-6655
Fax: (703) 448-6656
www.aviact.com
email: infol@ aviact.com
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A EZ.ZATI | LAW P.C.
Resulf-.Dnven With a:Commumgnt to Putting Clients First

. A " b 4 '-._
3 Famlly Based Petlnons/ Vlsds i "-*,
. H-1B specialty occup;lpon visas - : :
. . L-1 intra-company transferee visas & E-2 1nvestor visas
(including business plan preparation and i mcorporatlon of entities)

. J-1 and Hardship Waivers to mclude I-601 and I-212
. O-1 extraordlnary ability; P visa fOP—al‘tlSt, athletes, and entertainers
. EB-5 nnmlgrant investor based visas for Permanent Remdency
. Deportatlon and Removal Hearings e

4

Our office can also meet your needs in the areas of
Judgment Collections and Business Transactions

Call us for a Free initial case evaluation

Hormuzd Henry Ezzati
Immigration Attorney

s E www.e3zatilaw.com
E&' c: 310-801-1975 | f: 949 528-3780 | e: henry@ezzatilaw.com
"

Office Language Spoken: Farsi, English, Gujrati/Dari (basic), Armenian, Arabic
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* Injured in a motor yvchicle
accident?

¢ Hurt by a defective product?

* Medical/Dental treatment gone
wrong?

* Get going again!
* RAPID = RELIABLE = RESULTS
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The Law Offices of Koorosh K. Shahrokh

1-877-MVAinlLA (682-4652)
Tel: (818) 996-7301 ¢+ Fax: (818) 996-7302

| 6345 Balboa Blvd. Svite 232, Encino, CA 91316

lawshah.com * MVAinLA.com
nationalchoicelawyers.com




Cyrus Cylinder

After it had been buried, the cylinder
lay undisturbed for more than 2,400
years until it was dug up by Assyrian
Archaeologist Hormuzd Rassam in
1879. When the text was translated,
‘it was immediately realised that the
cylinder had a very special significance”,
says MacGregor.

The Cylinder in the shape of American
football is about nine inches long and
four inches wide and inscribed in
Babylonian cuneiform. Evidently, the
cylinder was created sometime after the
inclusion of Babylon into the Persian
Empire, while copies were made and
dispatched to different parts of his
realm. In 1940 a portion of the Cylinder
text was discovered in China, which
was written on horse bones.

Cyrus is regarded by lranians as the
“Father” and his cylinder is prized by
them as an emblem of their civilisation
and it is the most famously referred to
and the most internationally recognised
as the early human rights charter in
the world, said Pardis Minuchehr,
director of the Persian program at
George Washington University. “It has a
message that resonates over centuries
and is very inspirational”, he added.

he had entered the city, Cyrus [the Great]
did not burn it to the ground (as usually
happened with conquered cities in this
period) but he freed the population from
forced labour obligations and allowed
the people who had been brought to
Babylon by the Babylonian kings to
return to their homes. By this act, he was
effectively allowing people to pursue
their own religious practices, eloquently
described by Neil MacGregor.

I ' N
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| Holy Zarathushtra's Entire
Thoughts. Words And Deeds are
Inspirations from Ahura Mazda
(GOD), The Creator, Leading
| Mankind to perfection and Bliss.
| (The Gatha)
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b FA R H A NG Proud Community and

FOUNDATIOMN Financial Sponsor

Experience an lcon of
Ancient Civilization

CYLINDER

and Ancient Persia

CYRUS

CYLINDER

and Ancient Persia

October 2- December 2, 2013

atthe Getty Villa

A New Beginning

ACADEMIC CONFERENCES/LECTURES/FILMS

JFM  Premisre Screening of Recreating Pasargadae: Cyrus the Greal's Paradise
1 The Cyrus Cylinder: Ancient Rights, Modarn Liberties
The Cyrus Cylinder: The Discovery and Creation of &n l&sn
¢ Community Day: A special day for the Iranian-American community
Cyrus Cylinder: Modarn Myths and Anclent Realities
¢ Cyrusthe Great: Frem the Bible to the European Literary Imaginalion
¢ Cyrusthe Great and the Persian Empire: Perspectives from Antiquity to Today

¢ The Warld of Cyrus
¢ The Cyrus Reception

OFM  Empire, Authority, and Autonomy In the Achaemenld Persian Empire

0P Cyrusthe Greal Conquerer, Falker and Messiah

Screening of Recreatiog Pasargadae: Cyrws the Greal’s Parsdise

COURSES & ACTIVITIES
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By Shimon D. Cohen - CAIS

The Father of the

[ranian nation visits
the United States

LONDON, (CAIS) -- The Exhibition of first U.S. appearance of one of the most
‘The Cyrus Cylinder and Ancient Persia’ celebrated objects from antiquity known
opens Saturday 9th March, marking the as the Cyrus Cylinder, declared by many

as the ‘World’s
First Charter of
Human Rights’,
an American
football-
shaped artefact
inscribed  with
orders  issued
by Cyrus the
Great after his
conquest of
Babylon in 539
BCE.

The exhibition
“is about
understanding
the way Iranians
see themselves
in the world, and
that's obviously
important at the
moment,” said
Neil MacGregor,
director of the
British Museum,
which loaned
the priceless
artefact.

Although it is the
first time that
the ‘Cyrus
Cylinder’
is going to
the US, the
cylinder’s
principle
message,
which is
the  Cyrus
the  Great
doctrine
is no
stranger to
Americans,

particularly to one of the U.S. Founding
Fathers.

When the third U.S. president Thomas
Jefferson was in need of guidance for
drafting the US Constitution, he turned
to “Cyropaedia”, the biography of the
ancient Persian Emperor Cyrus the
Great, written by the 4th century BCE
Athenian historian Xenophon.

hat attracted Jefferson to

the ancient Emperor was

not his military prowess but

hisenlightenedapproachto
government, and he admired the book so
much he owned two copies. Cyropaedia
(Kyropaideia) meaning “The Education
of Cyrus”, told the story of the great
Zoroastrian Emperor, the founder of
the second Iranian dynastic Empire, the
Achaemenids (550-330 BCE), which
portrays both his virtue and skills as
a soldier and a just leader, a paragon
of every conceivable moral virtue.
His benevolent character was also
confirmed in the Bible, who was chosen
as the ‘anointed of the God'.

he Empire that Cyrus

founded was not only the

world’s first superpower,

but also the only Empire

that was based on

tolerance, justice, respect
and equality for its subjects. It stretched
into three continents, and covered
portions of current-day Greece and
all of the Near and Middle East to the
southern shores of the Persian Gulf,
central Asia, caucuses, North Africa
and Indian subcontinent. The Imperial
dynasty brought such innovations as
an annual budget, monitory, legal and
postal systems, a network of roads
stretched throughout the empire, a
standing professional army and navy
and civil service before collapsing in
330 BCE.



Dr. Mina Izadyar, founder
of the Iranian Thalassemia
Society, passes away

Dr. Mina lzadyar, a TUMS
faculty member and the head
and founder of the lIranian
Thalassemia Society, passed
away in June 2013.

A hematologist-oncologist
and faculty member of
Children’s Medical Center,
which is affiliated to the
Tehran University of Medical
Sciences (TUMS), Dr Izadyar
passed away after a two-
year battle with illness while
abroad with her children.

The Zoroastrian Journal Fall 2013

She was born in

Kerman, Iran in
1949.

Having dedicated
herself to the
prevention and
treatment of

hematologic
diseases,
especially

2 thalassemia and
hemophilia in

children, Dr Izadyar founded
the HYPERLINK “http://

iranianthalassemia.com/
en/default.asp” \t “ blank”
Iranian Thalassemia Society
in 1989, with the help of
philanthropists and a number
of parents whose children
suffered from the disease.
She was chairman of the
board of directors and head
of the founding group of the
Society.

Twenty-four years  after
the Iranian Thalassemia
Society’s establishment,
Iran is at the forefront of
preventative care and
coverage for patients in the
Middle East, and this is due
in large part to Dr lzadyar’s
passion and relentless
efforts.
he Children’s Medical
I Center held a memorial
service on June 25,
2013 to honor her more than
30 years of service to the ill
and handicapped. Indeed,
she was a true follower
of the Persian prophet,
Zarathushtra, who introduced
the first monotheist religion
to the world, based on
three divine principles: good
thoughts, good words and
good deeds.
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Dr. Khosro Khazai

The Louvre Museum: A Great Swindle

The big scam organized by
the Louvre Museum in Paris,
blatantly called ‘The Arts of
Islam’; demands a response.

Indeed, it is
understandable that there
has been an immense
sadness, incomprehension
and anger expressed by
thousands of Iranians around
the world in response to this
pseudo exhibition. Hundreds
of emails exchanged during
these last weeks clearly
reflect these emotions.

perfectly

How could the managers of
the Louvre, particularly those
of its Islamic department, put
into the same bag the arts
of diverse cultures, some
rooted in a history of several
thousand years, and label
them together, ‘The Arts of
Islam’? One can only assume
either a great ignorance
of these cultures, dubious
intentions or a real disdain for
the intelligence and culture of
their French countrymen.

Particularly obnoxious is that
the pieces from Iran, which
make up the majority of
works in this exhibition, have
been labeled without shame
as ‘Islamic’.

The following are a few
examples of those who works
are included:

The great Ferdowsi, author
of the monumental Book of
Kings in the 10th Century,
who fought Islam throughout
his life, reviving the heroic
pre-Islamic culture of Persia;
Omar Khayyam, whose
beautiful quatrains in the 12th
century speak constantly
of happiness of the present
moment, wine and Kkisses,
who said: ‘| would never
exchange a moment of
happiness with my beloved
or a glass of wine sitting in the
moonlight, with all of Allah’s
paradise’; the great Hafez,
revered by eight generations
of Persians, for his poems
of unsurpassed beauty, who
called mosques ‘houses of
quackery’, who could not live

without a cep of wine, without
the lips of the beloved,
without music and without
the songs of nightingales,
who was receiving from the
wine bringer the messages
of freedom from distant
boundaries of Existence and
who, in great reverence,
refers 57 times in his poems
to ‘the master of the Magi’,
that is Zarathustra.

These great symbols of
Persian culture would turn
in their graves to see their
works presented in this
pseudo-exhibition under the
label ‘the Arts of Islam’.

To better understand the
ridiculousness of this
situation, imagine for a
momentthatthe management
of the Louvre should collect
the disparate works of
poets or philosophers of
different cultures in Europe,

such as Shakespeare,
Moliére, Baudelaire,
Goethe, Nietzsche, with

the arts of different styles
such as Louis XIV furniture,
realism, impressionism,

expressionism, cubism, and
put them together in the same
bag with the label ‘The arts of
Christianity’! How would you,
as French, react?

Our French friends must
understand that today the
Iranians are engaged in a
relentless cultural struggle,
against the Islamic Republic,
to reconstruct their shattered
identity from their history
of several thousand years.
In this battle, the radiant
stars of Persian culture you
shamelessly include under
the Islamic label are precisely
their symbols and the
instrument of this struggle.
The petition “We ask
the Louvre Museum to
stop scamming Iranian
culture” was  published
by the European Centre
for Zoroastrian Studies in
November 2012. It is still
active. If you would like to add
your signature, please visit:
http://www.gopetition.com/
petitions/we-ask-the-louvre-
museum-to-stop-scamming-
iranian-cultu.html.%27
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he Uzbekistan Zoroastrian

Anjuman has been officially

registered witha membership

of 7,000 Zoroastrians. The

president of the Uzbekistan
Zoroastrian Anjuman has officially
announced the inauguration of this
Anjuman with a membership of 7,000
Zoroastrians. The Amordad newspaper
with reference to the internet site of
this Anjuman has reported that Mr.
Rostam Abido Komiolof the president of
this Anjuman has announced that 400
members of this Anjuman are students
who know how to read, write and speak
the Avestan Language. The majority
of the Uzbek Zoroastrians medium of
instruction is Russian & Tajik version
of Persian. Mr. Rostam Abido Komiolof
is hopeful that the Zoroastrians of
Uzbekistan will pursue the Avestan
Language and one day makes it the
medium of instruction in Uzbekistan.
One of the Zoroastrian student members
of this Anjuman by the name of Ms.
Anna Chankui is a first class student of
the Avestan language & mathematics in
her school. Another Zoroastrian student
member of this Anjuman is the best
student of the Avestan Language and
also a first prize winner in the Uzbek
language Olympiad. Mr. Rostam Abido
Komiolof also said that Uzbekistan has
the Zoroastrian cultural roots since
thousands of years and this culture is
alive and active. He said that after the
Arab invasion of ancient Iran which
included Uzbekistan, Islam was forced
upon the people of Uzbekistan 4 times.
The people of Uzbekistan resisted the
imposed religion of Islam and have
kept these Zoroastrian cultural roots
alive in them. Famous mathematicians,
Astronomers & physicianslike Kharazmi,
Birooni & others have safeguarded the
Zoroastrian principles and based on
these principles have made important
inventions and discoveries. Famous
poets like Roodaki, Daghighi &
Ferdowsi have based their poems on
the Bright Vision of Asho Zarathushtra.
He further stated that the people of

UZBEKISTAN ZOROASTRIAN
ANJUMAN REGISTERED

THE EVERLASTING
FLAME:
ZOROASTRIANISM IN

' SCIENCE HISTORY AND
IMAGINATION

%SOAS is very proud indeed both of
i the distinguished

Uzbekistan basically have great faith :
in the Zoroastrian Religion and they |
have their firm love & devotion in this ;
religion. The Festival of Nowruz & :
Sadeh is the two very important official :
festivals of the people of Uzbekistan. :
During these festivals people visit the
ancient fire temples and offer their:
Avestan prayers. Now Nowruz has
been officially declared as an important :
national holiday. In
capital city of Tashkent reading of the

Uzbekistan’s

Shahnameh has gained importance
among the people. The Avestan Gathas
and Ferdowsi's Shahnameh have been
translated in the Uzbek, Russian &
Tajik version of Persian languages. Mr. ;
Rostam Abido Komiolof is the professor
of Avesta & Avestan language in the :
institute of eastern research and also :
an Avestan scholar in the Uzbekistan :
Science Academy. He has spoken :
about the teachings of Zarathushtra !
& Avesta on a number of occasions :
on Uzbekistan's national television :
& radio network and has gained the :
attention of the people of Uzbekistan. :
He has written a number of articles on
the teachings of Zarathushtra & Avesta :
in various publications of Uzbekistan. !
He has also published an Avestan :
dictionary. A number
pertaining to Zarathushtra’s teachings, :
the Gathas and the Avesta have been
organized by him in Uzbekistan. The :

of seminars

ministry of education of Uzbekistan :
has chalked out a plan for teaching 6 :
Million Uzbek students the Avestan i
culture and for this purpose it will recruit :
800,000 teachers to implement this
project. An article in FEZNA's Journal :
dated September,
the currency of Uzbekistan bears the :

1999 states that

Sassanian and Achameid symbols. The
Uzbekistan Zoroastrian Anjuman has
invited Zoroastrians worldwide to visit |
the site: www.avesta.org.ru and get
an in-depth view of Zoroastrians living i
in Uzbekistan. If anyone is interested ;
in visiting Uzbekistan and obtaining :

avesta.org.ru

i history of Zoroastrianism,

artifacts, ;
i displayed alongside spectacular installations
i that include a walk-in fire temple and a ten-

researchers and

i teachers of Zoroastrianism who have :
: been members of the school in the past
iand of its continuing commitment to :
 the study of Zoroastrianism. We have |
ian endowed chair in Zoroastrianism :
:and a lectureship in Zoroastrianism, |
i which represents a wonderful pool of :
| expertise.
i We are also very grateful for the
i generous support we have received
. from the Zoroastrian community to
: continue this work. So it is a real :
. pleasure that we will be hosting at our
i Brunei Gallery an exhibition on the :
 history of Zoroastrianism - there is no
: better location for this and | am looking
i forward greatly to the opening of the
: exhibition. :

: Professor Paul Webley

i Director of SOAS
: About: :
:One of the world’s oldest religions,

i Zoroastrianism originated amongst Iranian
i tribes in Central Asia during the second
i millennium BCE and spread to Iran where it

became the principal faith until the advent of

i Islam. Central to the religion is the belief in a
i sole creator god, Ahura Mazda, his emissary
i Zarathustra (Zoroaster) and the dichotomy ‘i
: between good and evil.
i The Everlasting Flame: Zoroastrianism in
History and Imagination is the first exhibition |

of its kind to provide a visual narrative of the
its rich cultural i

i heritage and the influence it has had on the :
i major world religions of Judaism, Christianity
i and Islam.
i The exhibition takes you on a journey from the
i earliest days of the religion to its emergence
i as the foremost religion of the Achaemenid,
i Parthian and Sasanian empires of imperial
 Iran.
i A fascinating and diverse collection of

texts, paintings and textiles are ‘i

! meter glass etching based on the cast of the
i western staircase from the palace of Darius at
i Persepolis in the British Museum. :
i http://www.theeverlastingflame.com/
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NEW ENLIGHTENMENT ON THE
GATHAS OF ZARATHUSHTRA

arathushtra and His Hostile

‘Enemies

Itis interesting to observe how Zarathushtra
in his Gathas place himself in contrast with
his enemies, and what sorts of ideas and
sentiments he sets forth against them.

[ The religion of Zarathusbtra
is a religion of culture, of
spiritual and moral progress
and proficiency. It penetrates
through all conditions of
|| human life, and it considers
every action of life, as for instance, the
clearing of the soil, the careful tending
of herds, and the cultivation of the fields,
from the standpoint of religious duty,
such a philosophy, cannot be confined
to a narrow circle. The propagation of
it and the conversion of all men to it are
ideas which are at the basis of its very
essence. We, accordingly, find complete
hymns, as Yasna 30, of Ahunavaiti Gatha
and Yasna 45, of Ushtavaiti Gatha, which
were evidently intended to be delivered
before a numerous audience, and in which

Zarathustra, expounds the essential points
of the new doctrine for the approval of the
hearers. Such a position follows clearly
from the beginning strophe of the Yasna
45th Gathic hymn :- (see below)

NOW | SHALL PROCLAIM,
LISTEN NOW, HEAR NOW O
YOU, WHO ARE APPROACHING
FROM NEAR AND FAR ... MAY
THE DECEITFUL BLASHEMER
BY HIS EVIL CHOICE, NOT
DESTROY THE WORLD

Evidently Vishtaspa, or else another
provincial ruler, has permitted his people to
meet in a large assembly. In this assembly
the Kavis and the Karapans may have
delivered their songs in which they revered
the daevas, the gods of storm and thunder,
of the sun and stars. Probably they, too,
brought offerings to their gods to gain their
assistance in any enterprise, or to propitiate
their wrath. But now Zarathushtra steps
forward and addresses the assembly.
To his triumphant eloquence, the priests

of the nature-religion had to give way,
and his doctrine and religion, “ until then
unheard,” ( agushta vachao ) which
Zarathushtra declared Ahura Mazda
as the sublime Creator of the world and
expounded the sacred duty of all men to
fight strongly against the infernal power of
evil, was re-echoed and applauded by the
attentive audience. Not bloody offerings
or senseless customs constitute the true
worship of God ; but the moral purity of the
mind, an ardent fulfillment of the duties to
which man is invited in this life, as well as
piety and industry.

henever the Prophet meets

with an open opposition, and

all preaching and expositions

prove fruitless, then he
denounces upon his opponents the full
burden of divine wrath. The good shall
hate the evil. There is no reconciliation, no
forbearance, and no connivance. Every act
of forbearance in such a case would be a
sin, because it encourages evil rather than
destroys it. This spirit of intense hatred
against the wicked stands throughout the
sacred Gathas.

Zoroastrians Fountain
Regent Park London

Name of monument:

Ready Money Drinking Fountain
Description:

Four-sided granite and marble gothic
drinking fountain.

Location:

North end of the Broad Walk.
History/background:

Given to the park in 1869 by Sir Cowasjee
Jehangir, a wealthy Parsi industrialist
from Bombay, whose nickname was
Ready Money. It was his thank-you for the
protection he and fellow Parsi’s received
from British rule in India.

Dates: 1869

Maintenance/care:

The Royal Parks

Interesting facts:

One of the largest drinking
fountains in London. Contains 10
tonnes of Sicilian marble and four
tonnes of red Aberdeen granite. It
was unveiled by Princess Mary of
Teck, later Queen Mary after whom
Queen Mary’s Gardens are named.
Read more : http://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Cowasji_Jehangir_
Readymoney
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Humanity

ifty years ago in August of 1963,
the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.,
along with other key civil rights
leaders in the United States
took part in the “March on
Washington for Jobs and Freedom”. This
monumental march was a response to the
racial unrest and inequality that continued
to plague this nation since its founding.
At that time in history, tensions were high
between people of color and the majority
white establishment of the U.S., resulting
in disparities and injustice that impacted
minority communities in all aspects of

50 Years after Revered Martin Luther

people of nation must celebrate. Yet, it is
also obvious that the racial discrimination
thatis deeply rooted in the foundation of this
nation in the inhumane practice of slavery
by this country’s founding generation
continues to prevail. Though today, it is not
specifically written into the law; it is more
covert and hidden.

To realize this, one only needs to look at
some basic facts. For example, on average
people of color continue to lag behind in
economic power and wealth. Wealth
allows us to attain food, shelter, provide a
secure home for our families and create

King’s “I Have a Dream”: The Need
to Continue the Dream

life. The March was a call for equality,
better treatment of people of color in this
country, for better economic opportunities
for people of all races, and a general call to
create systemic change for the justice so
eloquently promised in the United States
Constitution.

1963 was marked by racial unrest and
demonstrations across the country.
Incidents of police misconduct, abuse and
harassment of people engaging in peaceful
civil disobedience, voter oppression, and
general harassment and mistreatment were
widespread. Dr. King himself was arrested
and while incarcerated wrote the famous
“Letter from Birmingham City Jail,” calling
on people to engage in peaceful protests to
battle unjust laws across the nation. In this
letter, Dr. King says, “Injustice anywhere is
a threat to justice everywhere... Whatever
affects one directly, affects all indirectly.”
Dr. King and his contemporaries were
ultimately successful in creating a
groundswell that resulted in the passage
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, a landmark
piece of legislation in American history,
outlawing any form of discrimination
on the basis of race, ethnicity, gender,
religion and nationality. The law officially
ended segregation in public spaces and
unequal application of voter registration
laws — a tactic used to keep minorities from
participating in the electoral process.

This nation has come a long way in the
last fifty years. The laws which officially
allowed legal discrimination on the basis of
one’s race, ethnicity, nationality and other
inherent and immutable characteristics
have for the most part been whipped off of
the books. Hence there is much that the

opportunity for our children. The recent
economic recession has taken a toll on
the ability of many Americans to do these
things. And although the general economy
is slowly climbing out of the recession, the
rate of recovery has been much slower for
communities of color. These communities
suffered more loss of wealth during the
recession: between 2007 and 2010 the
average net wealth of African American
families decreased by 27.1%, of Latino
families by 41.3%, and of white families by
6.7%. And now, despite the slow progress
being made, communities of color face
fewer employment opportunities during
the recovery. Rates of unemployment for
African Americans are twice as high and
the rate for Latinos is 50% higher than that
for white Americans.

Or, one can examine the American
criminal justice system. Today, the United
States is the world’s number one leader in
incarceration. This country makes up 5%
of the world population but houses 25% of
its prisoner — most of them people of color.
Two-thirds of the US prison population
is comprised of people of color, nearly
40% African American. This phenomenon
however is not due to communities of
colors engaging in more criminal activity.
The disparities in our system of justice exist
because people of color face inequities
throughout the spectrum of our system of
justice: they are more likely to be targeted
by police, more likely to be arrested, more
likely to be convicted and receive longer
sentences, and even more likely to receive
the death penalty.

One of the most important rights afforded
to the citizens of this country is the right to

vote, a right for which many civil and human
rights leaders — including the great Medgar
Evers, a civil rights icon from Mississippi —
gave their life. Yet, even in that sphere, we
continue to see inequities and obstacles
that have a disparate impact on people
of color. Voter suppression laws continue
to be introduced and often enacted in
states across America. Civil rights leaders
continue to fight to ensure that all American
citizens — no matter their race, ethnicity,
and socioeconomic status — have easy
access to the polls, to elect their leaders
and put representatives in office who truly
speak for them.

So the picture that emerges from the last
fifty years is one of a bittersweet victory.
This nation has come far and made
immense progress, yet there is more work
to be done. Today’s laws appear neutral
on their face but can and often are applied
unequally in ways that negatively impact
many communities — often communities
of color and those with lower economic
standing. Racial bias continues to be a
very real part of this nation’s system of
laws, because no matter what we would
like to believe about ‘being a nation of laws
and not of men’ — or women — our system is
still commanded by human beings who are
by their nature prone to subjective beliefs
and biases. So, we continue the fight for
more progress, for real equality, and for
better laws that truly protect the basic
rights of all people. This is the hallmark
of the “American Dream.” America is not
a perfect nation with perfect laws, but an
imperfect one with a built-in process for
striving towards becoming “a more perfect

”

THE FIRST
DECLARATION OF
HUMAN RIGHTS BY
CYRUS THE GREAT

The founder of Persian Empire, 532 BCE
Cuneiform clay tablet known as
Cylinder of Cyrus.
Uncovered in temple of Marduk in
Babylon, currently at British Museum.




hypocrisy; NOTHING IS FURTHER FROM
THE TRUTH.” (Ardeshir Farahmand)

Freedom of choice and rules

We have freedom to choose a place
of employment with rules that must be
followed. We have freedom to shop but
not to shoplift. We do not have freedom
to avoid taxes, to drive without a license,
to steal or rob a bank, to engage in illegal
activities.

Without social discipline, religious discipline
and spiritual discipline, we cannot advance
our religious and cultural consciousness for
ourselves and the rest of the world. So it is
clear that, whatever we do in our lives, we
are responsible for our choices and their
consequences.

In Gathas, the word varana, occurs
twice:Yasna 45.1 and 45.2. In 45.1, it has
an adjective aka, which means bad, evil or
wrong choice.

“‘Now, | shall proclaim, hear and listen,
you who have come from near and far as
seekers. Now clearly bear in mind. Let not
the evil teacher, the wrongful, with his evil
choice (aka varana) and perverted tongue,
destroy life for a second time.” (Yasna 45.1,
A. Jafarey).

From the above verse, it is very clear that
the evil teacher would try to mislead others
according to his/her likes and dislikes with
evil choice.

“‘Now, | shall proclaim the two foremost
mentalities of life. Of these, the more
progressive one told the retarding one
thus: neither our thoughts, nor teachings,
intellects, nor choices, nor words, nor
deeds, nor consciences, nor souls agree.”
(Yasna 45.2, A. Jafarey)

To conclude, nowhere in Gathas does
Zarathushtra say you have sole and
exclusive freedom of choice. He warns us
that our choices have consequences and
are responsible for the end result. Yasna
45.2 is very clear to us, reminding us that
we will not choose destructive mentality or
spirit for ourselves or for others.

Freedom without boundaries devalues the
freedom that has been given to you. Just
ask an addict who will do anything to feed
his habit, hookers who are hooked on drugs,
gangsters, criminal gangs, extortionists
and scam artists.

Zarathushtra reiterates again and again
that we must make good choices, right
choices and wise choices to make a better
world for all of us.
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Parsi Embroidery
Fashion

Source - http://www.parsinews.net

Occupying a prominent place in the Indian textile tradition, Parsi embroidery owes
its uniqueness to its various sources and inspirations. The Parsi people themselves,
exiled from Iran to the western shores of India in the 8th century to escape persecution
and freely practice their religion — Parseeism, derived from Zoroastrianism — is full of
geographically, ethnically and culturally diverse influences.

y the mid 19th century, the Parsis initiated trade relations with China:
D they went to Canton to sell cotton, and then establish trade with pherias,
D Chinese artisans, who in turn sold them pieces of sophisticated embroidery

intended to decorate the edges of the saris worn by women of the highest
levels of Indian society. Consequently, some Parsi women learned the technique,
which then grew locally to satisfy the desires of a broader segment of the population.
Rather than simply sticking to the book of Chinese expertise, women Parsis took
ownership of it, combining it with elements of their own culture, the technical and
aesthetic influences sometimes from the East sometimes the West, thus creating
a new, multicultural product. The patterns, which are highly symbolic, illustrate this
great variety: Phoenix, pagodas, peonies and chrysanthemums reflect its Chinese
origins; Chakla Chakli (juxtaposed birds), lilies, jasmines and cypresses — symbols
of life and eternity — refer to Persia, while peacocks and lotuses are attached to the
Sub-Continent which adopted it. This hybridisation also permeates the technique,
a blend of the (most common) passed flat stitch, the knot stitch, and the famous
“forbidden stitch” (Khakha), whose complexity is such that those who work on it
become blind...

With a decline in the
Parsi population, the §
gradual demise of K&
cultural traditions, [
and especially the
increased competition
generated by
industrial embroidery,
Parsi embroidery
is threatened with
extinction. The
Parzor Foundation
has been working &
with UNESCO since 4
1999 on establishing
workshops to transmit
knowledge and to
make it viable by
updating the colours |
and materials used,
and modernizing its
marketing techniques.
Its main aim is to
preserve and keep @
this ancient technique
alive, which is a perfect
allegory of the Parsis’
cultural richness.
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freedom of religion,
freedom

of choice and free will

Gathas
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According to Yasna 30.2, Zoroastrianism
is the religion of free will. That's the
interpretation of Western  scholars
followed by non-Western ones. There is
misunderstanding among Zarathushtrians
regarding freedom of religion, freedom of
choice and free will. Mentioning the Yasna
30.2 verse alone does not do it justice as
it does not give the whole picture of what
Zarathushtra intends us to follow.

Freedom of religion and democracy

Let us retreat into the history of America. It
is a well-known fact that the Puritans who
were persecuted for their beliefs in England
sailed to the shores of the New World. As
the migration continued, Catholics and
other Christians of different denominations
settled here to live freely.

However, some problems of intolerance led
the people to face the issue of persecution.
So the Maryland Act of Tolerance in 1649
was passed, assuring freedom of worship.

This was a highly significant step that led to
the First Amendment at the end of the 18th
century. The founding fathers of our nation
embraced freedom of religion as a critical
condition of a free and democratic society.

The First Amendment states, “Congress
shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting
the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the
right of the people peaceably to assembile,
and to petition the Government for a
redress of grievances.”

It is due to this First Amendment that we
have a pluralistic society, in which people
of different faiths can live and worship in
peace.

The Pope established Christian theocracy
under the king of each country in Europe.
Similarly, all Islamic countries, in the past,
were also theocratic, and some are sitill.
Both faiths forced the conversion. The First
Amendment softened Christianity with its
tolerance of other faiths. Still, Islam and
orthodox Christians believe that theirs is
the only way.

Zarathushtra teaches about his Daena,

inner self and conscience in Gathas. His
teaching correlates with the Bing Dictionary
definition of conscience: “the sense of what
is right and wrong that governs somebody’s
thoughts and actions, urging him or her to
do right rather than wrong.”

In  other words, Zarathushtra sets
parameters of freedom when it comes
to choose, and the only person who has
control over his/her actions is himself or
herself. To say that Zarathushtra gives
freedom of religion ‘to pick and choose’ is
far from his teaching.

The Sassanian king, Khoshrow Il was also
very tolerant of other religions.

In Ahunavaiti Gatha, Zarathushtra urges
us to choose the path of righteousness and
to follow his Daenam Vanghdhim (good
conscience) to establish the good kingdom
or rule (Vohu Khashathra) of Ahura Mazda
on this earth with peace and harmony.

One thing to remember is that Zarathushtra
does not advocate either freedom of choice
or freedom of religion in the sense that we
can act upon whatever our whims dictate.
This type of attitude falls in the category of
self-worship and selfish behavior. Platonic
and Neo-Platonic philosophers argued
that true freedom is not being free to do
whatever is wanted.

Freedom of religion means:

A. you have a constitutional right to worship
your religion without interference or
persecution by the majority or government;

B. it is not just tolerated but accepted
socially;

C. you have political freedom to run for
office;

D. you have economic freedom, and you
are not rejected by an employer because
of the religion you follow;

E. you are not subject to harassment by
the majority;

F. your place of worship is not destroyed by
the government. If a rowdy mob destroys it,

it is the government’s obligation to provide
equal protection.

Freedom of choice

People should have the right to choose,
but they should also know that there are
consequences to their choices. If people
want to preserve their freedom, they
should make as Zarathushtra would say,
“‘wise decisions, good decisions and right
decisions.”

A one-night stand could cause immense
pain through an unwanted pregnancy or
sexually-transmitted disease. We have
freedom of movement (vase-iti, Yasna
53.9--actually ‘movement as desired’), but
we should not abuse it, say, by driving while
heavily inebriated, risking our own lives
and those of others, as well as property
damage and a jail sentence. We hear all
the time about so many lives — of people,
young and old, entertainers, actors,
singers, musicians — who have been lost
due to exercising the wrong freedom of
choice when they overindulged in alcohol
and drugs.

any individuals in the world

do not have freedom of

choice as they are forced

into lives as sex workers,

married off at an early age
to old men, involved in human trafficking,
or subject to abuses of all kinds, with
unmanageable suffering. The list goes on
and on.

A terrorist has the freedom of choice to
blow himself and other innocent people up.
But is it the right choice?

The right choice is connected to good
conscience, human kindness and the ethics
of Asha which have a very broad spectrum,
covering many phases of a lifespan. That
is the beauty of the right choice. There are
Zoroastrians who believe that to follow the
norms and rules at a place of worship are
not necessary. Freedom of choice does not
mean freedom from religion. For further
explanation, see the condensed article
below:

“‘Absence of any Laws and freedom to
choose per one’s own fancy is the very
definition of anarchy and cult of self-
worship. NO historical, ancient account
of Mazdayasna or Zoroastrianism
corroborates such absurd speculation
about the poetic Gathas of the prophet
and the subsequent development of
Zoroastrian teachings... lawlessness to
the poetic Gathas is highly inaccurate and
MOST UNFAIR. It implies that Prophet
Zarathushtra ~was wishy-washy, not
earnest or resolute and that he preached
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Z.oroastrian Genocide

HUNTINGTON BEACH, Maneck Bhujwala: It is laudable that Dr. Ari Babknia has
taken the time to educate his Iranian countrymen about the Holocaust of Jews and
other groups by the Nazis by writing about it in the Persian language [“Doctor had
‘need’ to write ‘Holocaust’,” Front Page, July 30].
| hope that someday he will also write about the genocide of Iranian Zoroastrians by
Muslim invaders, including the Arabs and Mongols, soon after the founding of Islam
in Arabia, as history written by Muslim conquerors. This is a tragedy that is largely
hidden.
roastrians, who are followers of the oldest known monotheistic religion
of Prophet Zarathustra (known as Zoroaster by Greek philosophers) were
the maijority population of Iran for over a thousand years under three great
Persian empires, before the Arab invasion in the seventh century A.D., when
they were subjected to massacres, humiliations and forced conversions to Islam.
It was only because some Zoroastrians migrated to India and were allowed to settle
there and freely practice their ancient faith by Hindu kings that they were able to
preserve their religion and culture, and also later help their few co-religionist survivors
in Iran to gradually come out of their depressed state in the remote desert and mountain
regions.
Today, many Iranian Muslims outside Iran, who are fed up with the practice of Islam
in Iran, are learning about their ancient faith, converting to it in the Western world and
becoming aware of the ethnic cleansing of Zoroastrians. *
Orange County Register, August 6, 2013

Zoroastrian Return
to Roots

The following message is being forwarded to you by the ZAC
committee on behalf of FEZANA who are affiliated with this program.

We are very excited to announce the launch of Zoroastrian Return to Roots, a program
designed to connect youth from all over the world through short (10-14 day) trips of
Zoroastrian India, and eventually through Zoroastrian Iran. The inaugural trip will take
place in Mumbai and Gujarat, India from Dec 27th 2013-Jan 8th 2014, and it will include
participation at the World Zoroastrian Congress.

We are currently accepting applications for youth who would like to participate in the
inaugural trip. We have 20 slots available. We are looking for mature young Zoroastrians
from all over the world who are poised to become leaders in their local and national
associations. The trip is heavily subsidized for participants: financial considerations
should not discourage anyone from applying. Furthermore, we are positioned to
arrange visas for participants regardless of nationality, offering otherwise non-existent
opportunities to our Pakistani and Iranian brothers and sisters.

To apply, please go here: www.zororoots.org/apply/
If you have any questions, please e-mail zororoots@gmail.com

Ps: Return to Roots is supervised and maintained under the umbrella of UNESCO-
PARZOR. We are affiliated with the Bombay Parsi Panchayat and FEZANA. We also
enjoy the support of many private individuals and local associations. If you would like
to make a donation, please contact us or follow the directions on our website
(http://zororoots.org/partners/). We have title sponsorships available.
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Field Marshal Sam
Manekshaw

UDHAGAMANDALAM (PTI) - Life-size
statues of late Field Marshal S.H.F.J.
Sam Hormusji Framji Jamshedii
Manekshaw; 3 April 1914 — 27 June
2008), also known as Sam Bahadur
(“Sam the Brave”)

Manekshaw, who led India to victory in
1971 war with Pakistan, will soon come
up in Delhi and Wellington area. The
statues will be installed as part of the
birth centenary of the former army chief.
India West weekly
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Cover Story

Source: University of Texas Arlington

ABOUT THE PRESIDENT
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A visionary leader and accomplished
scholar, Vistasp M. Karbhari took
office as the eighth president of The
University of Texas at Arlington.

Avisionary leader and accomplished
scholar, Vistasp M. Karbhari took office
in June 2013 as the eighth president of The
University of Texas at Arlington. He is a
professor in the Department of Mechanical
and Aerospace Engineering and the
Department of Civil and Environmental
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Dr. Vistasp M. Karbhari

Engineering.

As president, he is committed to advancing
UT Arlington’s national and international
profile while strengthening excellence
in research and teaching and ensuring
the success of the University’s 33,800
undergraduate and graduate students.
Prior to joining UT Arlington, President
Karbhari was provost and executive
vice president for academic affairs at
the University of Alabama in Huntsville
from 2008 to 2013. During that time the
university saw an increase in sponsored
research expenditures, added more than a
dozen academic programs that highlighted
academic strengths and met the workforce
needs of the community, successfully
integrated the divisions of academic and

' ‘ co-edited four books. He holds one patent
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student affairs, enhanced student life, and
established a student success center that
boosted retention and graduation rates.
He also helped raise significant private
funds for student scholarships, faculty
development, and endowed chairs.
e was a professor at the
University of California, San
Diego from 1995 to 2008. In
addition to his research and
teaching commitments at
UCSD, he served in several administrative
and leadership roles at the department,
college, and university levels, including in
the Faculty Senate.
A prolific researcher, President Karbhari is
an expert in the processing and mechanics
of composites, durability of materials,
infrastructure rehabilitation, and multi-
threat mitigation and has authored or co-
authored more than 460 papers in journals
and conference proceedings and edited or

and has served as principal investigator or
co-principal investigator on more than $37
million in research projects.
He is a fellow of ASM International,
which serves the materials science and
engineering profession, and a fellow
of the International Institute for FRP in
Construction, which is dedicated to the use
of fiber-reinforced polymer composites. He
serves as the associate editor of the Journal
of Civil Structural Health Monitoring, as the
American editor for the International Journal
of Materials and Product Technology, and
as an editorial board member for Composite
Structures, the ASTM Journal for Testing
and Evaluation, Structural Engineering and
Mechanics, and the International Journal
of Sustainable Materials and Structural
Systems.
resident Karbhari earned

D a bachelor’s degree in civil
engineering and a master’s
degree in structures, both
from the University of Poona
in India, and a Ph.D. with a dissertation in
composite materials from the University
of Delaware. During his more than 20
years in higher education, he has received
numerous awards for research, teaching,
and innovation.

PAAIA AND LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
TO CELEBRATE PERSIAN LANGUAGE
AND LITERATURE

WASHINGTON, D.C. (October 1, 2013)
— The Public Affairs Alliance of Iranian
Americans (PAAIA) today announced
that it will be sponsoring an exhibition
showcasing the Persian language and
Persian literature at the U.S. Library of
Congress. This first-ever exhibition of its
kind, One Thousand Years of the Persian
Book, will open in March 2014. The

exhibition will provide a glimpse into the
library’s unique Persian collection and the
important role the Persian language has
played in world history.

Persian literature has a long tradition and
a unique place in history. It is one of the
world’s oldest and best-known literatures -
Persian having come into prominence as
a literary language and a cultural lingua
franca over a thousand years ago. As a
literary and cultural language, Persian was
used mainly in Central, South and West
Asia; however, among cultural elite, its

use covered a vast area that reached from
the bay of Bengal to the east of India,
to the Caucasus region reaching the
borders of southern Russia (to the north
of Persia), and from lIraq and the Persian
Gulf to the south to the Ottoman lands of
Anatolia, the Balkans and many parts of
the eastern Mediterranean to the west.
For nearly five centuries, Persian was the
official language of the Indian court, used
throughout the subcontinent and beyond.

Over the centuries, Persian literature
has influenced the cultural and literary
traditions of modern nations such as India,
Pakistan, lraq, Azerbaijan and Turkey.
Persian is presently the official language
of (or a major language in use in) Iran,
Afghanistan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan.
Its impact on world literature and history
cannot be underestimated, and should be
celebrated.
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Editor s note
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cover story Cyrus The Zoroastrian; The King
@ About the President page 4 Of KlngS, The Eter nal Klng
News Section page 5

@ Zoroastrian Genocide The King of Kings, the sacred and divine savior of the

world who set the world free of: tyranny, slavery, bondage
and devastation; has entered the spirit and soul of North
America. His character is no myth or legend. He is real, with

@ Zoroastrian Return to Roots

@ Statue of Manekshaw soon to be erected in Delhi

¢ real practical actions resulting in changing the world for the

Gathas i better.
® freedom of religion, freedom of choice and free will Page 6 Cyrus’ ideals of freedom and individual choice evolved the
human psyche. The freedom that we enjoy today, in the free
Youth Cafe world, is because of this visionary thinker. Cyrus’ wisdom
. . , is supreme. It is no secret that the founding fathers of this
® Parsi Embroidery Fashion page 7 nation were captivated with Cyrus-the-Zoroastrian because

- of his profound wisdom; the source of this fact is abundant.
Humanity

The famous Cyrus Cylinder is currently touring different
@ 50 Years after Revered Martin Luther King’s page 8 museums across the United States. The Cylinder is a
: testament of the ancient Iranian/Aryan philosophy. Freedom
Hlstory & Culture of thinking, freewill, personal autonomy, liberty, gender

equality, sexual equality, culture and scientific freedom are
the hallmarks of Iranian culture. These ideals are imbedded
and woven within the fabric of his nation and are intrinsic to
the culture of Iran.

@ New Enlightenment On The Gathas Of Zarathushtra page 9

@ Zoroastrians Fountain Regent Park London

General
These ideals have been taught to every Iranian child since
. : . . birth.
@ Uzbekistan Zoroastrian Anjuman Registered page 10 This knowledge is 7000 years old, influenced by the holy
@ Dr. Mina Izadyar, founder of the Iranian page11 of the holies; Zarathushtra, the father of freedom, science,

Thalassemia Society
® The Louvre Museum

® The Father Of The Iranian Nation Visits page12/13
The United States
® The 8th Zoroastrian unity cup in San Diego page1 4

g
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Chase Bank
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philosophy, ethics and therefore humanity. He is the father of
the Iranian/Aryan culture. Zarathushtra invoked the human
mind and challenged humans to have the courage to think. To
be free from myth, religion, bondage, falsehood, oppression
and restraint is what makes Zarathushtra the lord-of
-wisdom and thus worthy of worship, praise and celebration.
Champions? Indeed they are. Both Zarathushtra and Cyrus
are truly divine and sacred, because of their wisdom.

The Cyrus Cylinder entered North America in 2013. It traveled
from the east cost to the west coast. This touring exhibition is
organized by the British Museum in partnership with the Iran
Heritage Foundation (IHF America). The Cyrus Cylinder will
go on display at Paul J. Getty Museum, the Getty Villa, in Los
Angeles Oct 2, 2013 through Dec 2, 2013.
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Ahura Mazda [Wise Lord] is the Zarathushtrian God,
Zarathushtrians believe in Good Thoughts, Good Words and Good Deeds.
Asho Zarathushtra Spitaman is our prophet and teacher.

The Zarathushtrian sacred text is called the Avesta, The five Gathas in the Avesta are the very divinely
inspired words of Azsho Zarathushtra, the holiest of the holies. The Zarathushtrian religion is the oldest
manotheistic religion in the world, dating back to the fourth millennium, According to Zarathnshira
there is only one God. True £oroastrians follow the path of Asha |Righteousness|. Our religion teaches us
to respeet these four elements; Water, Fire, Air and Earth. Zarathushira says that the divine is present
within each one of ws and in all things, This divine lame should not be contaminated, but sustained by
sood thoughts, good words and good deeds. In the Avestan text Yasna 17.11, Zarathushitra expresses his
beautiful thoughi by speaking of the fire in all things, the fire within each one of us, IT the divine is preseni
in all of us, then one must accept that Humans are divine, In fact all beings with life are a divine creation
of the creator, Zarathushtra is the first person to advocate freedom of choice: in the Gathas it is stated that
Ahura Mazda made us such. This is why Zarathushiva is known to be the father of free will,

*Lovoastrianism 15 the oldest of the revealed world religions, and it has probably had more influence on
mankind, directly and indirectly, than any other single faith.’- Mary Boyce, Zoroastrians: Their Religious
Beliefs and Practices (London: Routledge and kegan Paul, 1979, p. 1)
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