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If you are looking to buy a house or if you want to
sell your house, enjoy our best services.

| Tel: (818)645-3134 E-mail: BAHIRANI@yahoo.com

EZZATI

e Family based petitions/Visas
e Non-immigrant Visas (H-1B, L intra—company
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e INA 212 and I-601 Waivers
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U.S Government to compel Administrative Action
) e Deportation and Removal Hearings
Hormuzd H. Ezzati, Esq. . .
CA Realtor-Broker #01896572 ¢ Our office can also meet your needs in the areas of
Contracts, Purchase and Sale Agreements, and related
Business Transactions

As a Realtor® and Broker
I can also negotiate your Real Estate purchase & lease transactions

For a free initial case evaluation contact:
c: 310-801-1975 | f: 949-528-3780 | e: henry@ezzatilaw.com

Office Languages: Farsi, English, Armenian, Arabic, Russian, conversant in Gujrati/Dari

www.ezzatilaw.com (=]
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» Auditing
* Preparation of financial forecasts
* Preparation of financial projection plan
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Telephone: (703) 448-6655
Fax: (703) 448-6656
www.aviact.com
email: infol@aviact.com
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responsible for the natural disasters as
flood and earthquake, this kind of sentiment
would make them vulnerable to persecution
and massacre.

A letter from a French priest to his boss at
this era (17th Century A.D.) reflects the state
of suffering and misery of the Zoroastrians of
Iran. He wrote, “Islam is not the only religion
of the Iranians, there are many Iranians who
have preserved their old religion. But they
have none of their ancestral knowledge and
science. They live in a state of slavery and
absolute misery. Most difficult and harshest
public works are assigned to them. They
are mostly porters or work in the farms. The
state of slavery has caused them to be shy,
naive and rough mannered. They speakin a
different dialect and use their old alphabets.
Iranians call them (Gavre) that mean idol
worshippers, and they are treated much
worse than the Jews. They are accused of
being fire worshippers...but they respect
the fire. They believe that in order to receive
salvation, one should till the land, develop
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The Anniversary of
the Battle of Qadisiyya

orchards, and
avoid  polluting
the water and

. putting down the

2 fire. Their holiest
Phiawee’ \fman  is  called
&8 Zartosht and their

‘se.= Most  important
F AT F =T ) festival is  Nov
=\ Ja—:‘ Rooz...” [17]

NN LS04 Despite all  the

‘adversities,
population of the
AR Zoroastrians  of

- lran at the turn
of the 18th century was estimated to be
one million.[18] But the most horrendous
massacre of the Zoroastrian population took
place by the order of the last Safavite King,
Shah Sultan Hussein (1694-1722.) Soon
after ascension to the Persian throne, he
issued a decree that all Zoroastrians should
convert to Islam or face the consequences.
By one estimate, one hundred thousand

Zoroastrian families lived in the Central Iran.
Nearly all were slaughtered or coercively
converted. In this blood bath, the entire
population of Gabrabad was wiped out.
In other parts many men, women and
children lost their lives. The bodies’ of
Zoroastrians thrown in the central river
(Zayandeh Rood) have been witnessed by
the French missionary and reported. The
reports of the French priests residing in
Isfahan reflect the enormity of the genocide
that took place three hundred years ago in
the central Iran. By the French estimate a
total of 80,000 Zoroastrians lost their lives
and many fled the massacre in misery to
preserve their religion. The Zoroastrian
sources estimate the number of victims
at hundreds of thousands. The towns of
Naiin and Anar (between Isfahan and Yazd)
converted to Islam. The local language of
the people there remains Dari, exactly the
same dialect that is exclusively spoken by
the Zoroastrians of Iran. The customs and
traditions of Abiyaneh (a town near Kashan)
remains Zoroastrian. It is believed that the
Zoroastrians of Khoramshah, a suburb of
Yazd are the descendants of the survivors
of that infamous blood bath. Again, the
Zoroastrian families have quoted this event
to this day, but our books of history have
kept a policy of total silence toward it.

The Safavites were overthrown by the
Afghan rebellion under the leadership of
Mahmoud Mir Oveis. Then, Afghanistan
was a province of Iran and Afghan
insurgency was an internal affair. During
the passing through the central desert due
to harsh condition Mahmoud lost too many
men, therefore he was unable to capture
the city of Kerman; but before returning to
Afghanistan he massacred the Zoroastrian
population of the suburban Gavashir (1719
A.D.). The reason why he only massacred
the Zoroastrians was due to the fact that this
sector of the community as a result of in-
city persecution had moved to the outskirts
of Kerman and taken residence there.
This area was not protected by high walls
and towers; consequently they were easily
accessible to the Afghans. For the next two
years Mahmoud retrained and reorganized
his army and this time he conquered the city
of Kerman (1721 A.D.). Despite the Gavashir
calamity, because of the carnage done by
the Safavites and the extent of suffering
under that dynasty, the Zoroastrians formed
a brigade and supported the Afghans.
Majority of Afghans were Sunni Moslems
and their rebellion was due to religious
persecution under the Shiite rule, thus the
Zoroastrians sympathized with their cause.
Zoroastrian commander of the brigade was a
man, titled Nassrollah. This title was granted
my Mahmoud, however, his real name is not
known. He addressed his troop, reminded
them of the glory of the past and the duty to
their country. Nassrollah became the most
popular commander in the Afghan army and
soon Mahmoud commanded him to conquer
Fars in the south. He succeeded, but in the
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last battle for the city of Shiraz was fatally
wounded. Mahmoud truly mourned the loss
of his favorite general and at his funeral wept.
He ordered a mausoleum was built for him
near Isfahan and a Mobed was designated
to perform the rituals. Twenty-two years
later this mausoleum has been witnessed
and reported by an English tourist.[19]

The victorious Afghans were eventually
defeated by a strong military leader named
Nader Shah Afshar (1736-1747 A.D.)
who also defeated the Ottomans. He later
invaded and conquered India and brought
with him the famous peacock throne. In the
army of Nader 12000 Zoroastrians men
served. But even the victories of Nader and
resurgence of a strong Iran did not change
the fate of the Zoroastrian population and
their agony went on. Nader upon return
from India had become insane and after a
failing assassination attempt that wounded
his arm, became suspicious at his own
son who was blinded at his order. When
Nader became aware that his suspicion
was unfounded and his son was totally
innocent, he resorted to mass murder. By
one estimate during the bloodbath none of
the remaining Zoroastrian soldiers survived
and many of the Zoroastrian population of
Khorassan and Sistan were massacred.
Few survivors could cross the desert on
foot and take refuge in Kerman or Yazd. The
public census of the Zoroastrians of Kerman
belonging to this era shows that 8000 were
called Khorassani and 2000 Sistani. Today
few families in Yazd can trace their lineage
to Khorassan.

The Afshar dynasty founded by Nader Shah
was short lasting, after whom the Zands
took over. The founder of the dynasty was
a kind-hearted man named Karim Khan
who established the city of Shiraz as his
capital. For a short time Iranians enjoyed
peace and tranquility. After him the Zands
were challenged by Agha Mohammad Khan
Qajar. The Zands under the commandership
of a brave man named LotfAli Khan Zand
retreated to the city of Kerman. The city for
several month remained under siege by
the army of Qajar. A Zoroastrian astrologer
named Mulla Gushtasp son of Bahman
through the astrological signs predicted that
on Friday, 29th day of the first Rabie, 1209
Hijri, the city would fall to the Qajar army. The
Zand ordered Gushtasp to be jailed and if
his prediction did not come true be killed. As
he had forecasted, on the exact day due to
the treason of one of the Zand commanders,
the gates were opened and the city fell to the
Qajar. Agha Mohammad who was incensed
by the stiff resistance put up by the people
of Kerman, ordered 20,000 of the residents
to be blinded but because of the Gushtasp’s
forecast the Zoroastrians were spared. Mulla
Gushtasp is the great grandfather of the late
Keikhosrow Shahrokh. He was brought out
of jail and was presented gifts and thereafter
accompanied the new king in his trips.
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the Caliph’s emissary who presented him
jewels and offered him the governorship of
several provinces. Yaghoub responded with
anger “tell your ruler, | have lived all my life
on bread and onion, if | survive; only sword

will rule between the two of us”.

The two centuries Arab rule of Iran has been
compared to a nightmare associated with
the moans of widows and orphans, “a dark
night of silence that was interrupted only
by the hoot of owls and the harsh sound of
thunder”.[11]

By the independence of Iran however, the
suffering of Zoroastrians was not over.
Many Iranians at this era had been Arabized
and picked up Arabic names. The new
Moslems were no less hostile toward their
old religion than the Arabs. Now the Arabic
was considered a scientific language, the
knowledge of which would place one in
higher class among the scholars. That is
why many scientific books at this era were
written in Arabic and mistakenly those
scholars and scientists have been assumed
to be Arabs. The loss of identity had caused
some lIranians to become alien to their
own nationality. An Iranian premier (Sahib
ibn-e Obbad) did not look in the mirror
lest would see a Persian. Another ruler of
Khorassan (Abdollah ibn-e Tahir) would not
acknowledge any language but the Arabic.
He banned publications in Persian and by
his order all the Zoroastrians were forced to
bring their religious books to be thrown in
the fire. Those who refused were slain.
During the Islamic period many Iranian
poets and scholars attempted to revive the
Persian culture and history and reintroduce
the national identity to the despised nation.
Zoroastrian poets, Daghighi and Zardosht
Bahram Pazhdoh and the Persian poets as
Ferdowsi, Hafiz and Khayyam among many
are to be mentioned here.

As the Arabs destroyed and burned all the
non-Arabic and Pahlavi writings, Iranian
scholars found a solution to save the books
that was to translate them into Arabic. One
of the rare books that survived the carnage
was “Khodai-namak”, a Pahlavi writing of the
Sassanian era. It was translated into Arabic
by Dadbeh “Ebn-e-Moghaffaa” under the
title of “The Manner of the Kings.” Ferdowsi

versified and named it “Shah-Nameh.” In
1991 Unesco recognized this book as the
masterpiece of epics and Ferdowsi in Iran
was glorified by the International Community.
Ferdowsi by versifying the “Khodai-namak”
as his book of “Shah-Nameh,” a new Persian
poetry almost devoid of Arabic words truly
revived the Persian language, and by
renewing the legend of Iranian victory under
the leadership of Kauveh, the blacksmith
and Fereidoun over the blood thirsty Zahhak
the Arab, gave a new sense of pride and
identity to the Iranians. He certainly does
not exaggerate when he recites:

“I labored hard in these years of thirty

| revived the Ajam (mute) by this Parsi.”
Hafiz a beloved mystical poet always
refreshes the love of Zoroastrian faith in his
poetry by calling himself a follower of the old
Magi. In a poem he reminds the readers “ In
a garden renew your Zoroastrian faith” and:
‘In the monastery of the Magi, why they
honor us

The fire that never dies, burns in our
hearts’[12]

Khayyam who was a poet, scientist,
astronomist, mathematician and a true
intellectual, abhorred the Moslem clergy
and their blind adherents. There were
however, intellectuals whose views were
resented by the clergy and because of
that they even received a dreadful death.
Among them Dadbeh who was burned
alive, and Sohravardi, the founder of school
of illumination whose views were based on
the teachings of Zarathushtra, and Mansour
Hallaj are to be mentioned. Flame of the
past glory could rekindle in the hearts of
Iranians by a spark. Khaghani Sherwani
on his return from Hajj Pilgrimage spent
a night at the city of Baghdad. There, the
ruins of palace of Anoushiravan, known as
Kassra Hall inspired him to recite one of the
masterpieces of Persian poetry reflecting
the glory of the past and the history of
Sassanian era.

Despite all the intellectuals’ efforts, the
suffering of Zoroastrians continued. Any
local incident could flare up a major riot
and become a calamity for the Zoroastrian
population and cause their massacre.
The famous incident was when a group
of fanatic Moslems in the City of Harat
(Greater Khorassan, today Afghanistan),
destroyed the wall of a mosque and blamed
the action on the Zoroastrians, by the order
of Sultan Sanjar (Saljugi) many Zoroastrians
of the greater Khorassan were massacred.
The Parsis are known to originate from
Khorassan and migrated to India during this
era. Later another group from the city of Sari,
Mazandaran joined them and founded the city
of Nov-Sari. Parsis later became an example
of successful community who founded
industries, universities and charitable
institutions and established themselves as a
major force in the development of India. As
the prime minister of Mharashtra once put it,
“They were a shining diamond in the ocean
of Indian population”. [13]

In 1934 Mr. Foroughi, the Iranian minister
of education and culture, himself a scholar
and later prime minister, in response to
Rabindranath Tagore, the Indian Philosopher
and Nobel laureate, who had thanked the
government of Iran for founding a chair of
Iranian studies, wrote: “Dear Sir: You should
not thank us and | will explain to you why!
“ For one thousand years your nation has
hosted our sons and daughters known as
Parsis. They left Iran under a distressful
condition; but we never thanked you for it.
Please accept this chair of Iranian studies
only as a small token of appreciation.”
Despite repeated mass slaughters, by the
advent of Safavite Dynasty at the turn of the
15th century (600 years ago), between 3
to 5 million Iranian remained Zoroastrians.
[14] The Caspian province of Mazandaran,
at this time not only had preserved the old
religion but was ruled by a Zoroastrian
dynasty known as Paduspanian who
remained in power until 1006 Hijri. The
Safavites by enticement and use of violence
both, converted the majority of Iranian into
Shiism. This was a political act to encourage
Iranians to fight against the Ottomans
who were Sunni Moslems. By the order
of Shah Ismail, the founder of the dynasty
many Sunni Moslems were slaughtered
but in the turmoil many Zoroastrians were
included as well. During the rule of Shah
Abbas the Great (1587-1628 A.D.) a strong
unified Iranian army was in war against the
Ottomans. Meanwhile, he dispatched troops
to Mazandran with the task to Islamize the
province, and by the use of force and violence
the mission was accomplished. By his order
many Zoroastrians were deported to a
ghetto town near Isfahan named Gabrabad,
where they lived in abject poverty. Many
of deportees during deportation lost their
lives. To these people who were forcefully
detached from their farms and businesses,
no job was given. They were brought there
just to do the menial works that nobody else
would accept. It was said that the poorest
Iranians in comparison to them appeared
quite rich. Due to the extent of indigence,
the Zoroastrian community was the only
one who could not present a gift for the
coronation of King Soleiman the third.[15] A
Roman tourist, Pietro Della Valle, who has
visited the town writes:[16] | had heard of
the outcast sector of Iranian society named
Gabrs who are faithless. | was determined
to visit them. The streets of Gabrabad are
straight and clean but the houses are one
floor, reflecting the poverty of people. As
| was walking | met a husband and wife. |
asked the man do you love God? At this time
the woman jumped in the conversation and
said: “How one may know God but would not
love Him.” | realized that these people have
their own religion but they are the victims of
bigotry.”

The Safavite era is the darkest period for
the Zoroastrians. The writings of the high
Islamic clerics would instigate hatred toward
them. Even in public opinion they were

continue from page 4



By April Holloway
Source; Ancient Origins

Reconstruction of Golden

Woman, the ancient Scythian

princess of

Kazakhstan

Full garment and headdress reconstruction made by Krym Altynbekov.

Archaeologistsin Kazakhstan
haverecreatedtheimpressive
attire of an ancient Scythian
princess from fragments in
a treasure-filled burial site
discovered two years ago in
the Terekty district of Western
Kazakhstan. They have also
placed on display the unique
golden artifacts found in the
grave of the princess, who
has been dubbed ‘Golden
Woman’. Dating back 2,500
years, this is the oldest
golden burial to have been
unearthed in the country.
Golden Woman was found
buried in a mound, known
as a kurgan, alongside
numerous gold and silver
vessels, makeup kits, golden
Jjewellery, a  headdress,
a horse bridle, and other
household items that were
considered essential for the
afterlife.

The features of  her
burial are characteristic
of Zoroastrianism, an

ancient Iranian religion and
religious philosophy, which
spread eastward towards
Kazakhstan. The princess
belonged to the Saka
(ancient Scythians), a group
of nomadic warrior tribes of
Iranian origin, who inhabited
the steppes of modern-day
Kazakhstan from around
1,000 BC to the first centuries
AD.

In total, more than 500
different golden fragments
were found in her burial,
which earned the woman
her name the Golden
Woman or the Golden
Princess. Reconstruction of
the garment was entrusted
to the famous restorer Krym
Altynbekov. Thanks to his
work, one can now see what
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the Golden Princess might
have looked like 2,500 years
ago.

She was covered with a
blanket embroidered with
golden plaques of four types:
geometric pieces depicting
ram griffins, rams, griffins
and swastikas. Scientists
call them solar, implying
worship of the sun which
was characteristic of nomads
of the time. This is also
supported by the Avesta,
the core collection of sacred
Zoroastrian texts.
Swastika-shaped  plaques
depicting four griffin heads
arranged in a circular
composition. Photo courtesy
of Krym Altynbekov.

One artifact that was of
particular importance was
a wooden comb depicting a
battle scene in the war of the
Saks against the Persians.
Inscribed in the rectangular
space in the center of the
crest/comb are two soldiers
in a chariot and their enemy,
a single foot soldier.

he discovery
of the ancient
Scythian
princess is not
the only golden
kurgan that has been found.
The remains of the individual,
known as the ‘Golden Man’
(due to the abundance of
Jjewellery and gold-plated
armour adorning his body),
were dug up in 2003 during
an archaeological excavation
of a burial mound in the
Shiliktinskaya Valley.

It is believed that they

General

are that of a leader of the
Saka tribe, a branch of
the Scythian nomads that
populated Central Asia and
southern Siberia about 3,000
years ago. Although the
remains have come to be
known as the ‘Golden Man’,
there has been some debate
over whether the individual
could have been female as
the Scythians were known to
have female watrriors.

More than 4,000 golden
pieces werefoundadorning
the Golden Man.

Since the discovery of
the Golden Man, the area
suffered a series of problems
including floods, a drought,
high atmospheric pressure,
storms, heavy snowfall, a
mass loss of livestock and an
increase in births of children
with learning disabilities. As a
result, there was widespread
unrest among the locals
who claim the calamities
were caused by a curse and
campaigned for years to
have the warlord reburied to
‘appease his spirit’.

While archaeologists and
scholars have argued that
the area’s problems are
simply the result of climate
change, the Culture Ministry
ordered the body of Golden
Man to be reinterred in June,
2013.

The Golden Woman is one
of the most astonishing
archaeological findings of
recent years,”.

“It sheds some light on
the wealth and power of
the ancient Scythians.
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After a rigorous review by
the town engineer, planning
board, zoning board and
board of trustees, the final site
plan for our new Darbe Mehr
was approved by Pomona
Village on March 13, 2014.

Thank you to everyone who
worked diligently through the
permitting process.

The building  committee
selected and recommended
REDCOM Design &
Construction, LLC to be our

general contractor. DMZT
Trustees have conductedtheir
due diligence and endorsed
this recommendation. The
contract was signed on May
9, and the new building is
expected to be complete by

An update on the New Darbe Mehr

the end of 2015.

A special thank you goes out
to each of the 226 donors
who have helped us on this
amazing journey. We salute
you.

By Nina Mistry and Edul Daver
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Barack Olbbama greets

S President Barack

Obama congratulated

Kainaz Amaria,

supervising editor for

the National Public

Radio (NPR) Visuals
team, for securing first place in the
Innovation category at the 2014
Eyes of History: Multimedia Contest,
conducted by the White House
News Photographers Association
(WHNPA).

Her team’s award-winning story,
“Planet Money Makes A T-Shirt”,
produced for NPR, uniquely
chronicled the hidden world behind
clothes sold in the United States.
Second place in this category was
awarded to the team entry by Ken
Geiger of National Geographic.

Referring to “this really awesome
moment” at the 93rd annual awards
dinner on May 10 at the Ritz Carlton
in Washington DC, Amaria stated,
“It was a thrill to meet the President
and represent NPR. When | started
out as a budding photojournalist, |
never imagined that moments like
these were possible. I'm very lucky
to love what | do and to be able to
work with extremely talented people.
Also, none of this would be possible
if it wasn’t for the support and love
of my family. They made it possible
for me to dream big!”

Barack Obama greets
Kainaz Amaria

These contests, held since 1941,
“celebrate our members’ creativity and
competitive spirit in the still, video and
multimedia disciplines,” explains the

Parsi Kainaz Amaria

website of WHNPA.

The Association, formed in 1921 with
24 members, currently has nearly 800
members including women who were
first granted membership in 1942. Its
mission statement explains that the
organization is “dedicated to promoting,
protecting and advancing the interests
and intellectual property rights of its
members” who are “still and video
photographers assigned to cover the
White House and other news events in
Washington and beyond.”

Until the Association was formed,
there were two things barred
from the US Capitol — dogs and
photographers. Its website recalls
the days when photographers
would stand outside the gates in
unfavorable weather conditions for
a glimpse of visitors to the White
House. There was no email listand no
printed schedule of the President’s
engagements then.

fter graduating in
international relations
and political science
from Boston University,
Amaria completed an MA
in photography from the School
of Visual Communication, Ohio
University. In 2010, she was
awarded a Fulbright Scholarship
to Bombay when she produced
a short film titled “Being
Zoroastrian”. Her photo features
had then also appeared in
Parsiana (“Par-sea day”, May 7,
2010 and “Worship at the Well”,
March 7, 2011).

As her website HYPERLINK
“http://www.kainazamaria.
com/”www.kainazamaria.com
states: “When she is not behind the

By Parinaz Gandhi

Source: Parsinews.net

camera or the computer, she can be
found surrounded by good friends,
good food and a ton of laughter.”
the role, importance, and fate of each
female character in the various periods
of their lives, e.g. as a girl, wife, and
mother, both within the family framework
and society as a whole. Since the
Shahnameh is not a book on family
law, Khaleghi has taken into account
other sources in order to fill gaps that
would otherwise have existed. Most of
the sources used in this analysis—the
classical ones as well as the Arabic and
Iranian ones—are so well known that a
more detailed.



Source: India Today
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Jata group is India'’s most valuable brand

Cyrus Mistry, chairman of Tata Group,
smiles during the Tata Consultancy
Services (TCS) annual general meeting
in Mumbai June 27, 2014. REUTERS

The Tata Group has retained its place as
the country’s most valuable brand at $21
billion, while the total worth of top-100
Indian brands now stands at $92.6 billion,
says a new study.

State-run insurance behemoth LIC is
ranked second with a brand value of $4.1
billion, followed by public sector bank SBI
($4 billion), Bharti Airtel ($3.8 billion) and
Reliance ($3.5 billion).

The brand value of Tata Group has risen by

$3 billion in the past year, primarily led by
its international diversification strategy and
the flagship firm TCS, as per consulting
firm Brand Finance India’s annual study.
“Despite the fact that some divisions within
the group have been underperforming,
the brand should benefit from the recently
outlined plans to invest $35 billion over the
next three years and should go some way
towards meeting the goal of Tata chairman,
Cyrus Mistry, to be amongst the 25 most
admired brands globally,” it said.

Brand value has increased among the top
50 by 10 percent compared to 2013, with
brands such as Tata, Godrej, HCL and L&T
leading the way, said the Brand Finance
India 100 list.

anking firms fared the worst
collectively, with a majority of
brands losing value or remaining
stagnant due to generally poor
governance and weak credit controls,
especially at the government-owned
institutions, Brand Finance said.

State Bank of India, it added, has seen
its value drop by ($1.9 billion) as poorer
revenue forecasts and bad loans dampened

Senior
journalist

EHANGIR POCHA

dies

Senior journalist Je
passed away in Gurg
a cardiac arrest.

NewsX : _
complained of chest pain at his Gurgaon

residence and was ru

hangir Pocha has
aon, India, following

journalists said Mr Pocha

shed to a local

earnings.

HCL Technologies has seen an increase in
brand value of 51 percent by $649 million as
its successful strategy has seen the brand
win 50 transformational engagements with
contract values of $5 billion in the past
year, distributed across all service lines
and geographies.

‘Indian brands have benefitted from the
rapid economic growth seen over the past
ten years,” said Brand Finance’s Savio
D’Souza.

‘Indian brands must take advantage of the
improving business sentiment and invest
in brand-related activities like customer
engagement, sponsorships, employee
satisfaction and brand tracking to drive
the next phase of growth in order for more
Indian companies to join the global club
of internationally-recognised brands,” he
added.

The average brand value to enterprise
value (BV/EV) for India’s top 100 brands is
12 percent. However, some of the largest
PSUs have an average ratio of 3 percent.
The BV/EV ratio shows the proportion of
a company’s value accounted for by the
brand.

hospital where he took his last breath at
4:30 am on July 12. He was 45.

Mr Pocha was editor-in-chief when the
NewsX television channel was launched
and a senior editorial member of the
ITV Group, which controls the channel.
He was earlier editor of Business World
magazine and China correspondent for
The Boston Globe.

Marking his demise, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said Mr Pocha will be
remembered as a leading voice on TV,
in print and in social media. “Shocked,
saddened to hear about Jehangir Pocha’s
demise,” Mr Modi said on Twitter.

My condolences to his family in
this hour of grief. May his soul
rest in peace.

Source: NDTV
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Racial Profiling

On August 9, 2014 an unarmed African
American teenager, Mike Brown, was shot
by a police officer with the Ferguson, MO
Police Department. His death sparked
community outrage, not just in Ferguson
but across the country. The incident was
followed by nearly a week of protests in
Ferguson by community members who
demanded answers to many questions,
including: why was Mike Brown shot, why
did the Police Department not apprehend
the officer responsible for killing an unarmed
teenager, why did the Police Department no
disclose the name of the officer involved in
the shooting, why did the Police Department
not release the official incident report that
may have helped shed light on what led to
the loss of a young man'’s life.

These questions and concerns are valid and
must be addressed, as is the community
outrage. But to fully understand the national
outrage by the African American community
and other communities of color it is important
to put this shooting it a larger framework.
Racial profiling and police misconduct is
nothing new. This country has born witness
to similar incidents on numerous occasions
in the last decades. Some of the most high
profile cases include:

® 1991 - the beating of 26-year-old African
American Rodney King by officers in Los
Angeles County, following a high speed
chase

® 1995 - the killing of 31-year-old African
American Jonny Gammage by officers in the
suburbs of Pittsburg, following a traffic stop
that led to Mr. Gammage being asphyxiated
as a result of pressure placed on his upper
body when he lay handcuffed on the ground

® 1997 — the arrest of 30-year-old Haitian
immigrant Abner Louima which led to him
being sodomized with a broomstick by New
York City police officers in a police station
bathroom

® 1999 - the shooting death of 23-year-old

Guinean immigrant Amadou Diallo by police
in New York as he was standing inside the
vestibule of his residence - riddling him with
41 bullets

® 2001 - the shooting death of 19-year-old
African American Timothy Thomas by police
officers in Cincinnati following a foot pursuit

® 2009 - the shooting of unarmed 22-year-
old Oscar Grant by a Bay Area Rapid Transit
(BART) officer, as Grant lay handcuffed on
the floor

® 2014 — the death of 43 year-old African
American Eric Garner as a result of being
placed in an illegal chokehold by officers in
the Staten Island Police Department

t the heart of each of these bru-
tal incidents is the issue of ra-
cial profiling — presumptions of
criminality based on a person’s
S race, ethnicity, religion, nation-
A.ality or other immutable or in-
herent characteristics, as opposed to such
suspicion being rooted in credible informa-
tion linking a particular person or group to a
particular criminal incident. And as much as
some may argue that this type of profiling
has been an effective tool for reducing crime
and apprehending criminals, the evidence
suggests otherwise. Racial profiling has and
always will be an enormous waste of pre-
cious law enforcement time and resources.
Nothing has ever proven more effective a
policing tool than relying on credible and re-
liable information about specific incidents or
crimes.
Until the United States implements real
policy change to end racial profiling and
rely instead on evidence based and proven
policing practices, we will unfortunately
continue to see tragedies such as the
death or Mike Brown, Eric Garner and so
many others who have died at the hands
of police officers who rely on racial profiling
and misguided presumptions of guilt and
criminality. Interested readers can do further
research on what this policy change may
entail by referring to numerous studies and
policy papers produced by leading civil and
human rights organizations in the country,
including: the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP),
Amnesty International USA (AIUSA), and
the Leadership Conference on Civil and
Human Rights (LCCHR).

In the meantime the fight for justice for Mike
Brown, and for reforming and improving

its Tragic
Consequences

By: Dr. Niaz Kasravi

policing in this country will continue. But a few
questions continue to haunt me: why is it that
when Mike Brown was shot, the majority of
voices expressing outrage and demanding
change came from the African American
community? Why did we not see the same
level of outrage from other communities?
Why were parents, regardless of their race
or ethnicity more angered by the incident,
they who must truly be able to sympathize
with the loss of a child?

| continue to believe in the very poignant
quote by the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.
that, “Injustice anywhere is a threat to
justice everywhere.” We live in a community,
one global community and what happens to
any member or group that makes up the
human race ultimately impacts us all. And
we each bear a responsibility to stand up for
our brothers and sister irrespective of race,
ethnicity, religion, nationality or any other
characteristics that may distinguish us from
one another.

Anavid opponentof Adol Hitler, the protestant
pastor Martin Niemoller who spent years in
German concentration camps during the
Nazi era, came to the realization that can
guide us as we move forward in the course
of our lives:

First they came for the
Socialists, and | did not
speak out—
because | was not a
Socialist.

Then they came for the
Trade Unionists, and | did
not speak out—
because | was not a Trade
Unionist.

Then they came for the
Jews, and | did not speak
out—
because | was not a Jew.
Then they came for me—
and there was no one left to
speak for me.



Lord Bilimoria

appointed as Chancellor of the
am

University of Birmingh

The University of Birmingham
is delighted to announce that
one of the country’s leading
international entrepreneurs
has been appointed as its
new Chancellor, reflecting
the University’s position as
a truly global institution that
attracts the brightest and
best from across the world.

Lord Bilimoria of Chelsea
CBE, the India-born founder
of Cobra Beer, took up
his post at an installation
ceremony in July, making
him the seventh University
of Birmingham Chancellor.
He follows in the footsteps
of Chancellors including the
Right Honourable Joseph
Chamberlain and the Right
Honourable Anthony Eden,
the Earl of Avon, and he
succeeds Sir Dominic
Cadbury, who stepped down
last December after 11 years
in the role.

rofessor David

Eastwood, Vice-

Chancellor of

the  University

of Birmingham,
said, “We are absolutely
delighted that Lord Bilimoria
will be our new Chancellor.
He is a highly respected
global businessman and
Crossbench Peer with a clear
passion for higher education
and the value it brings to
society and to the economy.
He not only encapsulates
the University’s commitment
to internationalization, but
his appointment underlines

further  the importance
we place on forging
strong, mutually beneficial
partnerships between
business and higher
education.”

The Chancellor acts as the
ceremonial figurehead of
the University and has an
important ambassadorial
role, working with the
Vice-Chancellor and the
Pro-Chancellor to raise
the University’s profile
and advance its interests
nationally and internationally.

n accepting

the post,
Lord Bilimoria
said, “l am

honoured and
humbled to have been asked
to be Chancellor of this
internationally-renowned
University with its vibrant,
global community. | am
also delighted to have the
opportunity to take on such
a prominent role at the
University where my mother,
my uncle and my maternal
grandfather studied; the
University which instilled the
value of higher education in
them, and in turn drove my
own passion for learning and
discovery.”

Lord Bilimoria is already a
member of the University
of Birmingham Business
School Advisory Board.

received a
Commerce

Lord Bilimoria
Bachelor  of

degree from
University in Hyderabad,
India, in 1981 and then moved
to London where he qualified
as a Chartered Accountant.

He then went on to read Law

at Sidney Sussex College,
University of Cambridge,
graduating in 1988.

ord Bilimoria is the
founder of Cobra

Beer, Chairman
of the Cobra
Beer Partnership
Limited and of Molson
Coors Cobra India, both

joint ventures with the global
brewing company, Molson
Coors. He is also the founding
Chairman of the UK India
Business Council. In 2004 he
was appointed Commander
of the British Empire (CBE)
for services to business and
entrepreneurship, and in
2006 he was appointed an

Independent Crossbench
Peer in the House of Lords
and was made Baron

Bilimoria of Chelsea in the
Royal Borough of Kensington
and Chelsea, making him the
first ever Zoroastrian Parsi to
sit in the House of Lords.

In Parliament, Lord Bilimoria
is active in a wide range of

Osmania :
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matters including commerce,
entrepreneurship, education,
diplomacy, minorities’
contributions, and academia.
In his frequent speeches in
the House, he has spoken
of the need to reform
immigration policy to allow
the brightest and best to
come to the United Kingdom
to develop their skills and
business plans. He has
been acknowledged as an
ambassador for Britain, India
and the Parsi Community.
In 2013, he established
the Zoroastrian All-Party
Parliamentary Group, whichis
intended to provide an official
forum for parliamentarians to
increase their awareness of
this ancient religion.
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——— Gathas

° Darius, the Great (Darayava(h)ush) s =1 - ¢

- - his name in Cuneiform), born 550 BCE and Gathic precepts

Three Persian cuneiform signs to write Auramazda By Mobed Behram Deboo

-HCHEE G

arayavaush uses words that are
Gathic and applies the teachings
of Zarathushtra in his role as the
king of the great empire he built,
though some historians claim his action
against Gaumata was just an excuse to gain
the throne.
Whatever it might be, he was the most amazing
Zoroastrian king who looked after the prosperity,
benefits and protection of his people. This is
what Zarathushtra’s paradigm was.
He gives his family line in the inscription of
the OIld Persian language at Behistan as
follows: “Adam Darayavaush khshayathiya
vazarka khashathiya khashathiyanam.” This
means, “I am Darius the Great king, King of

'
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Kings.”

Darius further states, “My father (pita) is
Vishtaspa; Vishtaspa’s father was Arshama
(right power); Arshama’s father Ariyaramna
(Aryan peace); Ariyaramna’s father Chispish;
and Chispish’s father Hakhamanish. For
this reason, we are called Hakhamanish.” It
means friendly mind or having the mind of a
friend (R. Kent).

The word pita is interesting. In Avesta, it
is Pta or Pata which Zarathushtra uses in
Gathas, Yasna 47.2 where he says, “bya
chistl, hvé patd ashahya mazda” (“By the
perceptive wisdom, He, Mazda, alone is the
father of Asha.”)

In Gujarati, itis pita. This word actually means
nourisher, protector, father, etc.

Darius says at Nagsh-i-Rustom, “Adam
Darayavaush khshayathiya vazarka
khashathiya  khashathiyanam... parsa

- '.«bl" ﬂ'];i-r_ﬂ;"._'_
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parsahya puthra ariya ariyachithra.” (“I
Darius, the Great king, the king of kings...
the son of a Parsi, an Aryan, of Aryan origin.”)

Darius ruled from 521 to 486 BCE. The
fact that he uses Ahura Mazda many times
at different locations in all his inscriptions
proves that he was, indeed, a devout
Zarathushtrian. He thanks Ahura Mazda for
all his achievements and was ever grateful
for His grace.

He says, “| am a king vashna auramazda, by
the will (vashna) of Ahura Mazda and Ahura
Mazda bestowed upon me the kingdom.”
Vashna (Gathic Avesta vasna) means favor,
grace, desire or will, equivalent to the Persian
Ommideh Khoda.

His kingdom was vast, consisting of diverse
peoples who he treated in the spirit of Cyrus
the Great, with wisdom and benevolence.
According to Dr Mirza, he allowed the
conquered nations to rule their countries,
to follow their religions, and to observe their
customs and traditions.

In a speech at the California Zoroastrian
Center on December 6, 2008, Professor
Tooraj Daryaee confirmed the fact
mentioned above. He also called the empire
‘benevolent’. This benevolent outlook, we
may say, derives from the gathic teachings
Darius received from the wise men.

F Now let us look at Yasna 48.5. Gatha spenta

mainyu:
hukhshathré khshéntam mé& né dushe-

~khshathra khshéfita
' vanghuyao chistdish shyaothanaish aramaité
| yaozhdao mashyai aipi zathem vahishta

gavoi verezyatam tam né khvarethai fshuyo.
May good rulers, and not evil rulers, rule over us
with actions of good understanding and
serenity.

Giving health and happiness in life is the best
for a man

who works for the living world in order to
increase its splendor. (Jafarey)

Darius said, “Auramazda is the Great
God who created this earth, who created
yonder sky, who created man, who created
happiness (shiyatim) for man.”

These definitely sound like the words of
Zarathushtra in Gathas. Like Zarathushtra,
Darius at Behitun, Column 1V, says,
“‘Ahuramazda bore aid, and the other gods
who are, because | was not hostile, | was not
a lie-follower, | was not a doer of wrong —
neither | nor my family.”

When Darius says ‘other gods’, it is correct
to assume that due to his tolerance of other
cultures and religions, he recognized gods
that were worshipped by the people of
his conquered countries. Further he says,
“According to righteousness (Avesta — Asha.

OP — Arshtam) | conducted myself. Neither
to the weak nor the powerful | did wrong”
(Kent).

Zarathushtra says the same thing in Yasna
34.7: “asha atha na —thrazdim — protect us
through righteousness.”

There are many inscriptions where Darius
strongly emphasizes truth and detests lies.
My goal here is to give a short summary of this
great man. In this article, | am not discussing
the historicity of Darius the Great. For further
information on this, refer to the article ‘Darius
the Great’ by the late Professor Shahpour
Shahbazi.

His public works, his concern for the welfare
of his subjects and his just protection all do
not match with any other king in the Persian
history. His achievements in all phases of his
rule will remain unparalleled.

Since people were allowed to worship
their gods, the Hakhamanishian kings
described Auramazda (Old Persian) as the
greatest God. An inscription at Persepolis
reads, “Auramazda vazraka hya mathishta
baganam” (“Great Ahuramazda is the most
supreme of gods”).

As far as Darius was concerned, Auramazda
was the greatest God of all gods of his
empire. Later on, this equation might have
changed as other gods started taking their
positions in the Zoroastrian theology.

Unfortunately, some Western scholars believed
that Cyrus and Darius were polytheists. These
scholars could not understand the tolerance
these great kings showed to their subjects in
the manner of their worshipping gods other
than Auramazda, though there was an effort to
incorporate Auramazda with Varuna and Mithra
much later. It would be ridiculous to say President
Obama is a polytheist because he recognizes
other religions and sends his greetings to them.
Many Christians in Italy worshipped Mary as
the mother of God. Throughout the centuries,
many saints were worshipped and churches
were built. Strictly speaking because of the
belief in Trinity, Christianity is not considered
a true monotheistic religion by some Western
scholars.

By the same token, in Islam, there is an
excessive veneration of saints and Pirs, at
times, carried out too far at the Dargahs and
many rituals connected with it. It has existed
for centuries along with the orthodoxy of
Islam. Quite a few Dargahs are created by
impressive architects on the grand scale of
a mausoleum where Muslims come and pray
to the saints.

In the same manner, we have, besides
Ahura Mazda, many Yalatas of the category
not equivalent to the Supreme Mazda. It is
always easy to point the finger at others.



Dear Editor, l

Thank you for your timely editorial support (“‘US needs to arm
the Kurds in Iraq”, Opinion, OC Register, 8/15/14) for President
Obama’s decision to save the peaceful Yazidis and other minorities
from genocide and forced conversions by the Islamic State of Iraq
and Syria (ISIS). | too have called the White House with my support ]
for necessary air strikes against ISIS and equipment for Kurdish |
fighters to fight them on the ground. !

Back in the seventh century AD, and for centuries after that, my
Zarathushti (Zoroastrian) ancestors suffered the same brutal
treatment at the hands of Arab rulers after the Arab Muslim invasion
of Iran. Genocide, forced conversions, heavy taxes, humiliation,
persecution, enslavement, kidnapping of women and forced
marriages to Muslim men, and other tactics eventually reduced the
population of the followers of His Holiness Prophet Zarathushtra
(known as Zoroaster by Greek philosophers like Plato) from a
majority to a tiny minority surviving in remote desert and mountain |
areas of Iran. One group migrated to India where they grew and
prospered.

If we learn from the genocide of Jews in recent history, “Never
again” should we allow genocide of any group anywhere in the
world.

B s il T

Sincerely,
Maneck Bhujwala

7aratustra in Seville, Spain
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August 8, 2014 was the first day
of Muktad, or more correctly
Farvardegan, per the Shehanshahi
Parsi Calendar. Parsis around
the world, and especially in India,
remember the dear departed of their
family. Special prayers are offered
at the Agiaries and in homes. The
tenth day of Muktad culminates in
the Shehenshahi Parsi New Year.

We at Parsi Khabar are happy to
inform you that we have created the
second edition of the very popular
series The Everyday Parsi. You
can read about what Muktad days
meant to these individuals. Be it a
certain ritual, memories, occasions
or one event that has stood out in
their memory.

The people who are invited to write
in are like you and me, everyday
Parsis.

They are from India and the
worldwide diaspora. They represent
the youth of today and leaders and
elders of the community. Their
views are varied and diverse. And
it's going to be another round of
very interesting reading.

We hope you like the series. If
something you read here resonates
with you, do leave a comment.
And please share with family and
friends.

By Arzan
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Abstract: This is only a fraction of what
actually happened to the Zoroastrians
after the Arab invasion. The purpose of the
presentation is not to generate hard feeling
toward any people. Because no generation
is responsible for the actions of past
generations, although almost always they
are unfairly blamed for. However, denial of
historical facts is not an option either. The
real goal in addition to presentation of an
untold history is to make our community
aware of their past history and the suffering
and indignities that their ancestors received
to preserve their religion, culture and identity.
Once it is realized that nothing that we have
inherited is to be taken as granted, our
responsibility toward the young generation,
the generation of the 21st century is better
realized.

Due to continuous persecution,
discrimination and massacre the population
of Zoroastrians of Iran from an estimated
five million at the turn of the fifteenth century
dwindled to only seven thousand at the
middle of the nineteenth century. At this time

“If the books contradict the Koran, they are
blasphemous and on the other hand if they
are in agreement with the text of Koran, then
they are not needed, as for us only Koran
is sufficient”. Thus, the huge library was
destroyed and the books or the product of
the generations of Persian scientists and
scholars were burned in fire or thrown into
the Euphrates.[1] By the order of another
Arab ruler (Ghotaibeh ibn-e Moslem) in
Khwarezmia, those who were literate with
all the historians, writers and Mobeds were
massacred and their books burned so that
afterone generationthe people wereilliterate.
[2] Other libraries in Ray and Khorassan
received the same treatment and the famous
international University of Gondishapour
declined and eventually abandoned, and its
library and books vanished. Ibn-e Khaldoun,
the famous Islamic historian summarizes the
whole anihilation and conflagration:” where
is the Persian science that Omar ordered
to be destroyed?” Only few books survived,
because the Persian scholars translated
them into Arabic.

The History of Zoroastrians
after Arab Invasion; epart 1)

Alien in Their Hemeland

the French ambassador to Iran wrote “only a
miracle can save them from total extinction”.
By the support of their Parsi brethren and
their own faith, the Zoroastrian community
in Iran revived and their fate turned around.
Today they are well educated and enjoy the
respect and trust of the general population
fortheirreputationof“scrupuloushonesty”.
The history of Zoroastrians of Iran after
the Arab conquest can be summarized
in three words: oppression, misery and
massacre.

The Arabs invaded Persia not only for its
reputed wealth, but to bring into the faith
new converts and to impose Islam as the
new state religion. They were religious
zealots who believed that “in a religious war
if one Kills or is killed, one’s place in heaven
is secure”. To impose the new religion, the
old culture and creed had to be destroyed.
Therefore first they targeted the libraries,
universities and schools. Only few examples
reflect the enormity of the calamity that
befell upon Persia at 630 A.D. Although
some events and figures appear legendary,
nevertheless are considered to be true, as
they have been recorded by many historians
of the Islamic era.

When the Arab commander (Saad ibn-e
Abi Vaghas) faced the huge library of
Cteciphon, he wrote to Omar: what should
be done about the books. Omar wrote back

To conquer Persia and force Islam, the Arab
invaders resorted to many inhumane actions
including massacre, mass enslavement of
men, women and children, and imposition of
heavy taxes (Jezyeh=Jizya) on those who
did not convert. By the order of “Yazid ibn-e
Mohalleb” in Gorgan so many Persians were
beheaded that

their blood mixed with water would energize
the millstone to produce as much as one
day meal for him, as he had vowed.[3] The
event of blood mill has been quoted by the
generations of Iranian Zoroastrian families
to this day, yet our books of history have
been silent about it. In recent years however,
disenchanted lIranian scholars have been
writing about the blood mills and in fact this
event has been reported by our historians of
the Islamic era. On the way to Mazandaran
the same commander ordered 12,000
captives to be hanged at the two sides of
the road so that the victorious Arab army
pass through. Upon arrival, many more
were massacred in that province and heavy
tax (Jizya) was imposed on the survivors
who did not convert. Some historians have
estimated that a total of 400,000 civilians
were massacred.[4] Even though the figure
appears inflated, nevertheless it reflects the
extent of atrocities committed by the Arab
conquerors. After the battle of Alis, the Arab
commander (Khalid ibn-e Valid) ordered

By: Dr. Daryoush Jahanian

all the prisoners of war be decapitated so
that a creek of blood flows. When the city of
Estakhr in the south put up stiff resistance
against the Arab invaders, 40,000 residents
were slaughtered or hanged.[5] One of
the battles by the Arabs has been named,
Jelovla (covered), because an estimated
100,000 bodies of the slain Iranian soldiers
covered the desert.[6] It is reported that
130,000 Iranian women and children were
enslaved and sold in the Mecca and Medina
markets and large amount of gold and
silver plundered. One respected Iranian
scholar recently wrote, “Why so many had
to die or suffer? Because one side was
determined to impose his religion upon the
other who could not understand”. [7] The
Arabs colonized, exploited and despised
the population. In this context they called
the Persians “Ajam” or mute. They even
named the lIranian converts “Mavali” or
“‘liberated slaves”. According to the Arab
classification, this caste could not receive
wages or booties of the war; they were to
be protected and at times rewarded by their
protectors. Mavalis were not allowed to ride
horses and sometimes they were given
away as gifts. One of the Umayyad Caliphs
was quoted “milk the Persians and once
their milk dries, suck their blood”.[8] With so
much atrocities committed in the name of
religion, how much truly the Arab invaders
knew about Islam? By the order of Omar
1000 warriors who knew one Ayah of the
Koran were to be selected to receive the
booties of the war. But the problem was that
among the Arab army there were not even
1,000 soldiers who could read one Ayah. [9]

The First Voice of Protest

The first voice of protest against the
Arab oppression came from Firooz who
assassinated Omar. He was a Persian
artisan and prisoner of war who had been
enslaved by an Arab. While observing the
Iranian children taken to be sold as slaves,
he was overcome by grief and wept for the
sorry plight of his nation.(10] Thereafter
other uprisings against the Arab occupation
were all suppressed. They are recognized
as Abu Moslem of Khrassan, the white
clad, red clad (lead by Babak), Maziyar,
Afshin and others. All together during the
two centuries of Arab occupation, a total of
130 Iranian uprisings have been recorded.
All were brutally put down and each time
lands were confiscated and the local people
were forced to provide the Arabs with gold,
silver and certain number of young slaves
annually for reparation.

Finally the Arabs were driven out of Iran
by an ordinary man from the south (Sistan)
named Yaghoub (Jacob) Leisse Saffari,
who forced the occupiers to the Tigris river
where the stream was turned toward his
army, many of whom died and he developed
pneumonia. At his deathbed he received

continue on page 13
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Editor s note

By:Shahrooz Ash

t moments of brutish oppression and
bondage, humans cry for the arms of
justice and wings of freedom; often
time humans only find a vacuum
of hopelessness. However, we can
always find hope in Ahura-Mazda/Wise-Human.
The choice is always available.

One such Ahura-Mazda/Wise-Human that can
teach us so much from his polices is; Cyrus-the-
Wise. His leadership and wisdom is only second
to Zarathushtra. When we examine his policies; it
becomes evident he had a good understanding of
the Zoroastrian wisdom. Zoroastrianism is against

thought-control; Cyrus promoted freedom to
choose your own deity. Zoroastrianism is against
slavery; Cyrus freed slaves and allowed them to
return to their homeland and earn good wages.
He was a master; with profound remedies to solve
complex social problems. Most of the time he
found the answer to be freedom.

Now, why freedom? Because he understood that
freedom means to have the right to: question,
investigate and research. These rights shine a

light on what is right and what is wrong in terms
of polices that can be beneficial for the whole
community. No one person or power should be
allowed to manipulate the masses for their own
interest. To navigate to happiness; the interest
and wellbeing of the whole community must be
taken into consideration and not just a few. Let

us not forget this valuable quote from the Gathas;
“happiness on to those who bring happiness to
others.” Which means; the only way to be happy is
for all humans to be happy.

Therefore, evil’'s worse enemy is freedom, and if
any person or power is unwilling to permit freedom
of thought, word and deed, then it means they are

committing wrong.

Once again, at this moment in time, it is much
relevant to invoke the wisdom of Cyrus-the-
Wise. His wisdom or Knowledge of tolerance and
freedom of choice demonstrated how to unite
people and thus create: harmony, prosperity, and
ultimately Happiness/Ushta for all.
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Ahura Mazda [Wise Lord] is the Zarathushtrian God,
Zarathushtrians believe in Good Thoughts, Good Words and Good Deeds.
Asho Zarathushtra Spitaman is our prophet and teacher.

The Zarathushtrian sacred text is called the Avesta, The five Gathas in the Avesta are the very divinely
inspired words of Azsho Zarathushtra, the holiest of the holies. The Zarathushtrian religion is the oldest
manotheistic religion in the world, dating back to the fourth millennium, According to Zarathnshira
there is only one God. True £oroastrians follow the path of Asha |Righteousness|. Our religion teaches us
to respeet these four elements; Water, Fire, Air and Earth. Zarathushira says that the divine is present
within each one of ws and in all things, This divine lame should not be contaminated, but sustained by
sood thoughts, good words and good deeds. In the Avestan text Yasna 17.11, Zarathushitra expresses his
beautiful thoughi by speaking of the fire in all things, the fire within each one of us, IT the divine is preseni
in all of us, then one must accept that Humans are divine, In fact all beings with life are a divine creation
of the creator, Zarathushtra is the first person to advocate freedom of choice: in the Gathas it is stated that
Ahura Mazda made us such. This is why Zarathushiva is known to be the father of free will,

*Lovoastrianism 15 the oldest of the revealed world religions, and it has probably had more influence on
mankind, directly and indirectly, than any other single faith.’- Mary Boyce, Zoroastrians: Their Religious
Beliefs and Practices (London: Routledge and kegan Paul, 1979, p. 1)
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