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The Zoroastrian Journal Spring 2013

The Seventeenth North American
Zoroastrian Congress
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Whis past year's Congress, today’s  North
held in Los Angeles, 29-31 A merican

December 2014, was a great society.

success. Major effort by The Congress
organizers for two years guaranteed a  gtarted with
well-planned and executed program,
hotel and entertainment, and the
Congress had the most registrants
since it was conceived.
Increased participation among youth
and professionals from both Parsi
and lIranian Zoroastrian communities
was noticeable. The success of this
Congress can be attributed to the
energy and enthusiasm of the young

Zoroastrian generation in their quest and exhibitions, especially Shahnameh
for understanding their faith and their epics of Persian kings, organized by
identities as Zoroastrians. Siloo Mehta.

In comparison with previous congresses, The Congress was sponsored

the participation of young professionals by the ZAC, with the CZC as
from academia and the medicine and health CO-Sponsor. under FEZANA’s

an opening
ceremony
consisting  of
prayers and declarations, and
concluded with a New Year's Gala.
Persian Night had a variety of songs,
dances and a play displaying famous
women of Persia. On the second night,
the Zoroastrian Symphony Orchestra
was wonderful, as were the workshops

segments of business was noticeable. direction. The FEZANA Scholarship
Highlights of the conference were the large

spectrum of speakers’topics that for the first
time spread over current issues conceming

Committee awarded  young,
talented, accomplished students
and professionals.
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their products. Once an authority announced
their products are impure, people refused
buying from them. After receiving payment,
he declared that if those products were kept
high in the air, are purified. A Zoroastrian girl
carrying products to the city was raped. The
attackers claimed she was drunk and was
responsible for the crime. The girl could not
tolerate the stigma and committed suicide
by setting herself ablaze.
he misery of Zoroastrians is
beyond description. Some even
converted to Islam to be able to
protect their old co-religionists.
Due to the extent of oppression, agony and
destitution, many Zoroastrians ventured the
hazardous journey to India. They had to risk
their lives by crossing the hostile desert on
donkeys or even on foot. Those who could
afford voyaged aboard the ships. In India,
they were recognized for Sadra and Kushti
and were sheltered by their Parsi brethren.
In the new environment, they proved
their talents in business and science and

- Zoroastrians
asion: Alien in
meland

prospered.
The woeful plight of the Zoroastrians
caused the Parsis to dispatch emissaries
to Iran. The notable one, Maneckji Limji
Hataria arrived for the first time on March
31, 18564 A.D. at the age of 41. For one
year he studied the general condition of
the persecuted community. He found the
Zoroastrians to be uneducated and suffered
from endemic diseases and malnutrition.
Worse than all, centuries of oppression and
persecution had taken a heavy toll on their
spirit. The community had no confidence in
herself and no hope for the future. Maneckji
upon return to India reported his findings
to the Parsi Panchayet. This is truly a
historical document, part of which is quoted
hereunder:

ear Sir; This noble group has
Dsuﬁered in the hands of cruel

and evil people so much that
they are totally alien to knowledge and
science. For them even black and white,
and good and evil are equal. Their men
have been forcefully doing menial works
in the construction and as slaves receive
no payment. As some evil and immoral
men have been looking after their women
and daughters; this sector of Zoroastrians
community even during daytime stays
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indoor. Despite all the poverty, heavy taxes
under the pretexts of land, space, pasture
land; inheritance and religious tax (Jizya)
are imposed on them. The local rulers have
been cruel to them and have plundered their
possessions. They have forced the men to
do the menial construction work for them.
Vagrants have kidnapped their women
and daughters. Worse than all, community
is disunited. Their only hope is the advent
of future savior (Shah Bahram Varjavand).
Because of extreme misery, belief in the
savior is so strong that 35 years earlier
when an astrologer forecasted the birth of
the savior, many men in his search left the
town and were lost in the desert and never
returned. Perhaps this one sentence of
Maneckji epitomizes the sorry plight of the
community. “I found the Zoroastrians to be
exhausted and trampled, so much that even
no one in this world can be more miserable
than them.’

Amelioration fund was set up and from its
interestincome part of the Jizya was paid off.
Once again Maneckji returned to Iran. This
time he devoted his life toward saving his
co-religionists from the brink of extinction.
He followed three goals: To educate the
community, to organize them and to abolish
the burden of Jizya. He was a charming man
who rallied the support of Dadabhoy Naorjoi
and some of the European ambassadors to
eliminate the injustice suffered by so many
Zoroastrian generations in Iran. Several
times he intervened in the unfair court
rulings and forced them to reverse the unjust
decisions. At that time if a Moslem murdered
a Zoroastrian, the culprit would automatically
be freed. If a Moslem borrowed money from
a Zoroastrian and denied it, court would
side with the Moslem. On the other hand, if
a Zoroastrian borrowed from a Moslem and
could not afford paying back, court would
force his relatives, neighbors and friends to
raise fund and defray the loan.

In his pursuit of educating the community,
Maneckji faced unexpected difficulties for
the following reasons:

1. The Zoroastrians for centuries had been
prohibited from receiving education, just to
be content with subsisting on menial jobs.
The change of direction was difficult and
even some believed that education will
cause them not to be able to work and earn
money:

2. The children worked and their dismal
income nevertheless, subsidized the family.
The families could not afford the loss of
income.

3. Parents missed their children and they
were not ready to send them away.

4. Some Zoroastrian leaders became
envious of Maneckji, even saying that
education will deprive the community of
future workers who can make a living; some
were even envious of children who will
receive better education that they did.
Despite all the obstacles Maneckji prevailed
and eventually picked up boys from Kerman
and Yazd, took them to Tehran and founded
a boarding school for them. He even
subsidized the families for the loss of their
children’s income. To teach them, Maneckji
published books and employed the best
scholars, some of whom were educated
in Europe. From these children future
teachers evolved, who were scattered in the
cities of Yazd and Kerman and Zoroastrian
villages and educated the community. The
result is that today illiteracy rate among the
Zoroastrian population is near zero. With
the Maneckji’'s encouragement and support,
marriages took place and jobs were provided
for the newly wed couples.

His historical achievement was the abolition
of the religious tax (Jizya). Maneckji,
through the direct negotiations with the
Qajar King, Nassereddin Shah persuaded
him to abolish the burden of Jizya and that
took place in August of 1882 A.D. Through
the enticement and direct involvement of
Maneckji and his successor, Zoroastrians
later formed local associations named
after the then king, Nasseri Anjumans. |
would like to quote the late Dr. Adharbad
Irani, the famous Bombay ophthalmologist:
“Words fall short of expression, we must
devote our love and warm tears to our Parsi
brothers who at the most critical time came
to our rescue.”[23] The loving memory of
Maneckji among the Zoroastrians or Iran is
perpetual. We name our sons Majecki, Limyji
and many families have chosen his name
as surname as “ Maneckji, Maneckjian, and
Maneckjipour.” If it was not for his dedication
and selfless efforts, perhaps the Zoroastrian
religion had vanished in its country of origin.
If we believe in the word “saoshyant” as
benefactor, isn’t he the one who saved the
Zoroastrians of Iran from extinction?

(" California Zoroastrian Center
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[ranians celebrate
Sadeh Festival
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Sadeh

(meaning ‘hundred’ in Persian) is a mid-
winter festival that refers to fifty days
and fifty nights. It occurs 50 days before
Nowruz, the Persian New Year. This
ancient Aryan/Iranian tradition honors
the discovery of fire by King Hooshang.
Sadeh has been observed since ancient
times, pre-dating even the powerful
Persian Empire.
Aryans/Iranians celebrate Sadeh across
Iran. Forexample, every year on January
30th, thousands gather in Kerman,
the city with the greatest Zoroastrian
population, to celebrate this tradition by
burning firewood in an open space.
This tradition does not have religious
significance, and any person can have
a good time and celebrate the precious
things that Ahura/Mazda-Wise/Human
has granted humanity. Zoroastrians have
kept this tradition alive in Iran; and now,
just like in the past, most Iranians cherish
this festival.
Zoroastrianism is a knowledge/science
and philosophy based on the teachings
ascribed to Zoroaster. Zoroaster never
claimed to be a prophet. In fact, the
word ‘prophet’ does not even exist in
the Iranian language. He called himself
a Mantra, which means a thought-
provoker, a word that is very distant from
the word ‘prophet’. It has been Christian
prejudice over the ages that has marked
him as a prophet.

Zoroastrians celebrate and praise Ahura/
Mazda-Wise-Human, the supreme deity
that is divine, sacred and holy. For a
Zoroastrian, life, and all that supports it
such as water, air, plants and fire, is sacred.
Zoroastrians usually pray in the
presence of fire, symbolizing Mazda-
Wisdom/Knowledge/Science. Hence, it
is Wisdom actualized in Ahura/Human

that makes this world a better place.
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The History of Zoroastrians after Arab Invasion Alien in Their
(Homeland - Part 2 (continuation Fall 2014 Zoroastrian Journal

The Qajar Era (1796-1925 A.D.)

The census of early Qajar era
indicates that the total population
of Zoroastrians was 50,000 and
they had taken refuge mainly in
the two central cities of Yazd and
Kerman. One census includes a
pocket of Zoroastrians living in
the city of Qazvin.[20] There is no
information about the fate of the
Qazvin community. It is not known
whether they were massacred,
forcefully converted or scattered.
But what about the Zoroastrians
living in Yazd and Kerman? Did
they live there in peace?

Despite the aforementioned
favorable incident, the Zoroastrians
during the Qajar dynasty remained
in agony and their population
continued to decline. Even during
the rule of Agha Mohammad
Khan, the founder of the dynasty
many Zoroastrians were Killed and
some were taken as captives to
Azarbaijan.[21] The community
was regarded as outcast, impure
and untouchable. Various methods
were used to convert them to Islam.
According to a law, if any member
of family converted to Islam, he/
she was entitled to all inheritance.
This was a materialistic incentive to
proselytize the minorities. According
to Edward Browne, the wall of
Zoroastrian houses had to be lower
than that of the Moslems. If they
were riding a donkey, upon facing a
Moslem had to discount and during
the rainy days they were not allowed
to appear in public, because the
water that had run down through
their bodies and cloths could pollute
the Moslems. The Zoroastrian
food was considered impure and
many public places refused to
serve them. Harassments and
persecution were the norms of daily
life. At times, Zoroastrian girls were
kidnapped and forcefully converted
and married to Moslems and
brought to town in fanfare. On top
of all the misery the Zoroastrians
had to pay a heavy religious tax
known as Jizya. Due to corruption
of the tax officials, at times twice
and even three times the official
figure would be collected, because
every intermediary had to receive
his share. If the families could
not afford paying the Jizya, their

By: Dr. Daryoush Jahanian

children were beaten and even tortured and
their religious books were thrown in fire. That
is how the term “the bookless” came aboult.
Under the woeful conditions, some had to
convert and there were those who declared
themselves Moslems, picked up Islamic
names, but in secret continued Zoroastrian
practices. Today the latter group among the
Zoroastrians is known as Jaddid (new).

Count de Gobineau, the French Ambassador
tolran (1850’s A.D.) expressed a pessimistic
view of the Zoroastrians that reflects the
plight of community during the Qajar ear. He
writes “Only 7000 of them remain and just
a miracle may save them from extinction.”
He adds, “These are the descendants of
the people who one day ruled the world.”
Zoroastrian massacre did not cease during
the Qajar rule. The last two are recorded at
the villages surrounding the city of Boarzjan

The History of
after Arab Inv
Their Hc

and Turkabad near Yazd. Today, the village
of Maul Seyyed Aul near Borazjan, among
the local people is known as ‘killing site”
(Ghatl-Gauh)[22] and Zoroastrian surnames
of Turk, Turki, Turkian and Turkabadi reflect
lineage to the survivors of Turkabad.

To present the true picture of Zoroastrian
life in that era, | will quote several writers
(Napier Malcom: 1905, Dr. Rostam Sarfeh:
Parsiana, March 1990, Page 43, Khosrow
Bastanifar: at last | return to Yazd, 1996,
P 192 in Persian). The Zoroastrians even
were not allowed to wear shoes but only
slippers. They had to put on a dirty torn cap
and sew a yellow old patch on their back,
so that would be distinguished in public
places. Their pants had to be short, so that
when stones were thrown at them hit their
exposed legs. They were not allowed to
wear a new suit, the dirtier the cloth, and the
less punishment. A prominent Zoroastrian
merchant had put on a new pant. In the
market place he was surrounded by mob
and was forced to remove his pant, hold it on
his head and walk back home. Zoroastrians
entering a Moslem house had to carry a
shawl upon which they had to sit, so that the
place will not be polluted.

Zoroastrian farmers subsisted on the sale of
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Babak Kheramdin

A true Iraman natlonal hero

Babak Khoramdin is considered
one of the most heroic freedom
fighters in Iranianhistory. He initiated
the Khoramdinan  movement, a
freedom-fighting movement aimed at
overthrowing the (Abbasid) Tazi Arab
caliph occupiers, who were at the time
rulers of Iran.

Babak Khoramdin was born around
795 in the Balal Abad region of
Azerbaijan in northwest Iran, close
to the city of Ardabil. His father died
when he was in his teens, and the
responsibility of looking after his two
brothers and mother fell on Babak’s
shoulders.

By the age of 18, he had already
established himself in the city of Tabriz
and was engaged in the arms trade
and in industry. This engagement in
business gave him the opportunity
to travel throughout Central Asia and
Eastern Europe.

nthe 8th century, Iran was under
the rule of Tazi Arab caliphs,
and unrest and resistance
was growing in all the Iranian
provinces.  Many  Iranians
started revolts in different regions of
the country in order to regain their
freedom. This, in turn, forced the Arab
caliphs to use more violence against
the Iranian population to keep the
country under control.
Azerbaijan, which at the time was
the only region in the country where
Iranians had managed to resist Tazi
Arab occupation, was constantly
under the ravage of the Arab caliph
Bani Abbas as he attempted to expand
Islam further north. During this time,
Azerbaijan defended itself through the
leadership of Javanshir, who was in
control of the region.

Witnessing all this pressure being
exerted on the people, Babak joined the
Khuramiyan (Khoramdinan) movement,
in what later became known as Ghaleye
Babak, meaning the ‘Babak fortress’,
located in the mountains of Qaradag.

Babak’s  knowledge  of  history,
geography and the latest battle tactics
strengthened his position as a favorite

candidate for commander dur/ng the
early wars against the occupiers. After
a number of victories against the Tazi
Arabs, Javanshir was severely injured
and passed away. As a result, Babak
took over the movement’s leadership.
One of the most dramatic periods in
the history of Iran was under Babak’s
leadership between 816 and 837.
During these most crucial years, they
not only fought against the Caliphate,
but also against the barbaric behavior
and customs of the Tazi Arabs.
Eventually, after 23 years of constant
campaigns, Babak, his wife and his
warriors were forced to leave Ghaleye
Babak. He was eventually betrayed
by an officer under his command
named Afshin and handed over to the
Abbasid caliph.

At Babak’s execution in 838, in order to
convey the most devastating message
to his followers, the caliph’s henchmen
first cut off his legs and hands. Legend
has it that Babak bravely rinsed his face
with the drained blood pouring out of his
cuts, thus depriving the caliph and the
rest of the Abbasid army from seeing
his pale face, a result of the heavy loss
of blood.

There are many speculations about
Babak’s origins. No matter what region

of Iran he was from he was a ftrue
Iranian freedom fighter. His sensational
and legendary campaign to defend
Iran’s national identity and interests is
still celebrated after nearly 1,200 years
in

Kaleibar, southern Azerbaijan, every
year in Teer Maah (the month of July).
Iranians visit Babak’s fortress to hail
their hero as the symbol of Iranian
resistance against Tazi Arab occupiers.
They read poetry including Ferdowsi’s
Shahnameh (The Book of Kings),
Iran’s most famous epic, and play
traditional Persian music. They also
light bonfires, following the traditional
rituals of ancient Iran.
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ZSM committee members with the sixth edition of the

cookbook in February. Image: Neeraj Murali

The first edition of the Zoroastrian Stree
Mandal (ZSM) cookbook was published
in 1965, to raise money for women who
lost their husbands in the Indo-China
War. Today it has become a fundraising
staple for the well-known Secunderabad-
Hyderabad charity.

‘The sixth edition contains more than
250 recipes — regional, traditional and
Parsi— and the proceeds of the book will
go to charity,’ said Rashna Mistry, ZSM’s
fundraising convener on its release in
February. Two thousand copies of the
book have been printed.

The ZSM is affiliated with the Indian
Council of Social Welfare and works
with needy Zoroastrians, as well as
contributing to care-giving organizations
like the Home for the Aged, Lok Kalyan
Samiti, and the Spastic Society of
India. Book sales are a large part of
the ZSM’s fundraising efforts, which
also include functions like jumble sales,
charity premieres, melas and theater
productions.

According to community president
Perviz Nalladaru, money is donated
to any person in the Parsi community
who is in genuine need. ‘Apart from
that, we donate medicines, get children
educated, help orphanages and NGOs
like HelpAge India.’
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Cooﬁinﬁﬁ%r cﬁcm’ty

Jamsetji Nusserwanji  Tata
(1839-1904), founder of the
Tata Group, India’s biggest
conglomerate  company, is
widely regarded as the ‘Father
of Indian Industry’. He was born
to a Parsi Zoroastrian family in
Havsari, which at the time was
part of the state of Baroda.

Tata’s father was the first in his
family to break away from the
priesthood and try his hand at
business. His son followed suit,
joining him in his trading firm
then achieving great success in
his own right as an entrepreneur.
An early achievement was in
cotton mills, outside of the center
of the textile industry in Mumbai.
Like the best entrepreneurs, he
saw a gap in the market and
exploited it — with great success.
Once he was in possession of

By: Roshan McArthur

a personal fortune, Tata began
four very ambitious projects.
One he completed before
he died at the age of 65, and
that was the Taj Mahal Hotel
on the Colaba waterfront in
Mumbai in 1903. The others his
successors completed.

The second was building a steel
plant in Bihar. Many saw this as
a ridiculously ambitious notion,
but he proved them wrong.
Tata Steel is now the world’s
fifth largest steel company. The
second was a hydroelectric
power plant near Mumbai,

he third was a research
institute for science in the
region, the Indian Institute
of Science basis of the Tata
Hydroelectric Power Supply
Company. T which formed the
in Bengaluru.

What drove Tata was setting
extremely high ethical
standards and business
practices for his companies,
based upon the Zoroastrian
principle of ‘Good thoughts,
good words, good deeds’.
He also pioneered the idea of
professional management in
India. As he created projects,
he delegated to managers,
who would take them on and
allow him to move on to other
projects.

Tata believed in the power of
thought and analysis, using
studies and data to counter
governmental restrictions,
and this allowed him to break
through limitations other
companies had encountered.
His projects were all brought to
life only after careful study of
what would make them either
profitable or socially impactful.
He thought them through and
left a blueprint that others could
bring to life even in absence,
combining sound  business
sense with social responsibility.
A true visionary, he never took
the easy route to wealth. He
believed in people and society.
His legacy in business and
education is a testament to this
vision.
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MAPS OF PERSIA 1477-1925
a graphical journey through the
history of Irai
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The Centre for Iranian Studies at the
London Middle East Institute and the
Brunei Gallery at the University of
London’s School of Oriental and African
Studies (SOAS) are delighted to present
Maps of Persia 1477—1925.
This exhibition features a selection of
maps — urban plans, topographic maps
and sea charts — taken from Dr Cyrus
Ala’i’'s Map Collection of Persia, over
250 maps that were gifted to SOAS in
2013. The collection includes important
printed general maps of Persia and more
specialist items from the early editions of
Ptolemy at the end of the 15th century,
Over the years, he collected around
300 old maps of Persia, one of the
world’s largest personal collections. Dr.
Alai recognized that Persia has been
mapped extensively for centuries but
the absence of a good map history and
cartobibliography often deterred scholars
from making use of such maps.
As a result, he produced a monumental
cartobibliography in two volumes.
General Maps of Persia, 1477-1925
(2005, reprinted 2010) and Special Maps
of Persia 1477-1925 (2010) were both
published by BRILL in Leiden. Then in
2013, he donated his map collection of
Persiato SOAS to be made available to all
researchers of Iranian studies worldwide.
up until the end of the Qajar dynasty in
1925.

, or Persia as it was
Ir anknown in the West

for most of its long
history, has been mapped extensively
for centuries, and many of the maps
included in the exhibition will be publicly
shown together for the first time. These
maps illustrate how cartography and the
mapping of the region advanced with
scientific accuracy in detail, whilst not
ignoring their often artistic and design
elements.
The maps, along with other supporting
material, are presented within the
context of Persia as an important cultural
crossroads in southwest and central Asia

— illustrating how the region
was viewed, interpreted and
recorded by both indigenous
scholars and visitors from
abroad.

The distinguished Iranian
scholar and contributor to
the Encyclopaedia Iranica,
Dr Cyrus Ala’'i worked as a
consulting engineerin England
for many years and studied the
history of cartography in his
free time. He was the honorary
treasurer of the International
Map  Collector's  Society
(IMCoS) for nine years, and
was responsible for numerous
articles and lectures on the
cartography of Persia and
the traditional cartography of
classical Islamic societies.
The current exhibition is made
possible by the generous
support of the London Middle
East Institute and the Centre
for Iranian Studies, SOAS. It
runs through 21st March.
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hese days work takes me
to places that many of my
friends, family and community
members know very little about:
inside some of this country’s
prisons and jails. What most in the general
community know about the American
system of justice if often learned through
slanted views presented in the media or on
TV shows like Law & Order or Crime Scene
Investigation. And though | like my crime
drama once in a while too, occupying this
space through work allows me to realize
that most of what | see on television is not
specifically reality.
The most striking thing we need to recognize
about people who are locked behind bars
is that they are people just like the rest of
us. Some have made terrible mistakes;
some have been caught up in the system
as a result of lack of access to education,
jobs and other basic opportunities that
human beings need in order to thrive. And
almost all come from communities that are
deeply entrenched in | poverty. Yet,
our justice system, the media, and
public misperception dehumanize
anyone who has come
in contact with the
criminal justice system.

A few months ago,

my colleagues and
| took a trip to visit
a group of youth
held in a juvenile

BY Dr. Niaz Kasravi

detention facility in Los Angeles. We had the
chance to sit down and speak with some of
the kids who were awaiting trail behind bars.
Most of the kids we met were being tried as
adults. They told us about the programs
they have available to them inside. And they
spoke about the challenges they face with
getting the support they need to improve their
lives and therefore improve the communities
to which they will eventually return. Though
some of the kids we met have committed
serious crimes, there was no denying the
fact that they were just kids. And for all the
scientific reasons that society has used to
distinguish the age of maturity at 18 - all
having to do with brain development - the
same reasons should be applied to deciding
whether a youth under that age should be
held to the same standards as an adult. The
answer should be: No.

A week after this visit, we went up to San
Quentin State Prison. There, we sat down
with a group of men, in their thirties and
forties who had received life sentences as
youth. They were operating a program from
inside the prison to support one another,
create awareness about prison conditions,

and work on projects to support communities
from which they came. Essentially, these
men were older versions of the kids we
had met the week before. They spoke of
the broken homes and broken communities
they came from. They spoke about how all
of that was held against them during their
trial and sentencing. And they too spoke
of the need treat kids as kids and invest in
them for a better future.
These visits are never easy. You are left
with a sense of how much human life and
potential is wasting away. | left this last visit
with a much heavier heart than usual. | felt
a sense of shame for our country because
the men | met in there surely didn’t have to
always be defined by their worst mistakes.
They have been defined by it, judged for it,
and thrown away for it. And they way this
all makes sense to the rest of society is
through a very cruel and real dehumanizing
process — because of an insatiable need we
seem to have for retribution, and through a
process whereby a criminal record follows
you through life and creates
barriers to employment,
housing, voting and other

nhumane
System of

Punishment

basic rights.

We live in a country that has 65 million
people with criminal records, we are the
world’s leader in incarceration - with nearly
2.4 million people behind bars; we are
5% of the world population and 25% of
its prisoners. We spend over $70 billion
annually on our system of incarceration.

Prison and jail should never have been the
answer to everything. But at this rate they
are certainly ineffective and unsustainable.
We begin to change this by bringing
humanity back into the equation. Not just for
the kids who are caught up in the system
and perhaps most susceptible to change,
but for all the men and women whose
humanity is being denied by a system that
has never worked to create public safety.
And that is because its main purpose has
been retribution.

If we actually want a system that holds
people accountable, yet provides the basic
support for them to become productive
members of our communities — to which
95% of them will ultimately return — it's time
to revisit our policies and reframe the issue
as one of human beings, not criminals.

Statue of Omar

Khayyam to be set up

in Manhattan
A

statue of Persian classic poet Omar
Khayyam (1048-1131) is scheduled to
be installed in Manhattan, New York
City. Created by the Iranian sculptor
Hossein Fakhimi, the two- meter tall
statue was sent from Tehran to New
York in September of last year.

The decision to set up the statue
as a Persian symbol was made by

L

Manhattan municipal officials during
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani’s trip
to New York in September 2013.
Fakhimi has made two other copies of the
statues, one of which will be installed in
Khayyam’s hometown of Neishabur and
the other in Florence, Italy.

‘I conducted two years of studies
before starting the carving of the
statues, since it was important for me
to know different aspects of Khayyam’s
character,” Fakhimi told the Persian
service of MNA.

Khayyam was not an only a poet, but he
was a great astrologer, philosopher and
mathematician, he added.

He said that in addition to his studies, he
had conversations with scholars Hossein
Elahi- Qomsheii and Gholamhossein
Ebrahimi-Dinani on Khayyam.

‘1 decided to carve the statue from
stones mined in Iran,’ he said.

One of the statues was transferred
to Neishabur on the National Day of
Khayyam on September 2, 2014, and it
will be erected in an appropriate place
designed for the statue.

Another copy of the statue will be
installed in Florence, following an order
by lIran’s cultural attaché in Rome
during the Khayyam commemoration
ceremony in ltaly in 2010.

Omar Khayyam, a Persian
mathematician, astronomer and poet
was renowned in his own country
and in his own time for his scientific
achievements, but is chiefly known to
English-speaking readers through the
translation by the English writer Edward
Fitzgerald of a collection of his Rubaiyat
(quatrains) in The Rubaiyat of Omar
Khayyam (1859).
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character the soul of

Indian Ink.

Tom Stoppard premiered his
drama Indian Ink in London
in 1995 and presented the
American premiere of the
show with director Carey
Perloff at the American
Conservatory Theater in San
Francisco 15 years ago.
Earlierthisyear,theacclaimed
playwright collaborated with
Perloff for a reworked version
of the play — set in 1930 and
offering a fresh look at the
British occupation of India
through the eyes of a young
British poet and the brilliant,
complicated Indian painter
she falls in love with.
Indian-American actor
Firdous Bamiji was a marvel
as the artist Nirad Das, a man
whose flighty mannerisms
veered toward the comical
but who quickly shifted to
a serious, cerebral tone as
he expounded on topics as
heady as the history of erotic
paintings or the definition of
‘rasa’. ‘Rasa is the emotion
conjured up by what we see,
read, hear, taste or feel,” Das
explained.

Opposite Bamji was Brenda
Meaney as Flora Crewe,
a willowy poet encamped
in a small Indian town as

she recuperated from an |

unnamed ailment. The two
sparred and quarreled as a
growing romance took form.
Violinist Arun Ramamurthy

andMridangamartistAkshay ¢

Anantapadmanabhan
contributed an  original
score and live music.

Although the three-hour
play itself didn't completely
satisfy on a dramatic level
— tensions never rose to a
boil, and the audience was
cheated from seeing a love
scene and a death that are

both critical to the story —
Stoppard is to be commended
for his grasp of the Indian
political context he interjects
into the drama.

In one scene, black-tie-

wearing British aristocrats

town of

in the fictional
Jummapur danced at a party
on an evening in April 1930,
on the very day that Mahatma
Gandhi made headlines by
completing his historic salt
march to the sea. When

a character wondered if
anyone in India even knew or

By Lisa Tsering

cared about Gandhi’s action,
Flora quipped, ‘Well, they've
heard of him now.’

In another scene, local
Theosophical Society leader
Coomaraswami (Ajay Naidu,
lively and hilarious) swung
between fawning
deference to
‘firangi’ Flora and

spewing a rash
torrent of Hindi
abuses at his

Indian underlings.
Bamiji’s character
was the soul of
the play, and
his performance
fascinating.
Born in Mumbai,
Bamji attended
the prestigious
Kodaikanal
International
School before
moving to
Bahrain and later
to South Carolina
with his family.

It was at Kodaikanal in the
sixth grade that Bamji started
out as an actor. Later on
attending college in South
Carolina and earning a
degree in journalism, he also
sang in a rock band.

In addition to working with
M. Night Shyamalan (The
Sixth Sense, Unbreakable)
and fellow cast member
Naidu (on Naidu’s directorial

debut Ashes), Bamji has
appeared on American
TV shows including Law

& Order: SVU and Law &
Order and many films.

His work in the film The
War Within earned him an
Independent Spirit Award
for best supporting actor
in 2006. Onstage, he has
played leading roles in works

Source: India West, January 30, 2015

by Tony Kushner and Eric
Bogosian. Bamji played
Anish Das, the grown son
of Nirad Das, in an earlier
production of Indian Ink, as
well as a character in another
Stoppard play, Rosencrantz
and Guildenstern Are Dead.
Bamji is also a busy voice
actor who has narrated the
audiobook editions of 16
bestsellers.

In 2007, Bamiji received
widespread acclaim
for his work on Simon

McBurney’s award-winning
A Disappearing Number,
which told the story of Indian
mathematician Srinivasa
Ramanujan and his mentor,
Cambridge Don G.H. Hardy.
Stoppard and Perloff said
in a statement that they
had tweaked the play to
focus more on the romance
between Das and Flora than
on the politics of the era.

‘| think time has caught up
with this play in a good way,’
noted Perloff. ‘Today, the
notion of cross-cultural love
affairs, and the complexity
with which colonized peoples
inevitably end up taking on
the characteristics of their
colonizers, are things we
actually know about.

In the 15 years since it
was done, the relationship
between Flora and Das
has become much more
interesting and complex,
because these ideas are
more in the world than they
were then.’

Bamji observed: ‘It's about
falling in love, and how you
recognize someone. The
trappings fall away. The
human being-to-human
being connection defies
culture, defies language.’
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Zarathushtra's vision of Ahura Mazda in Gathas

and its impact on humanity

Zarathushtra was a unique, enlightened,
perfect soul whose words in Gathas
empower us, enlighten us and give us
wisdom. Our finite mind has limitations in
understanding the deep meaning inherent
in his words. As Professor Noel King at the
University of California Santa Cruz says:
»1he human being ordinarily functions in the
context of the finite and temporal but can
find a transcendent culmination in unitary
holistic consciousness with its associated
power to function in the infinite and eternal
as exemplified by the Perfected Holy Ones."
Zarathushtra was one of the Perfected Holy
Ones. With this premise, we can proceed to
study his Mantras of ,vision of Ahura Mazda".
Yasna 45 of the Gatha Ushtavaiti is the
Second Sermon according to Dastoor Bode.
Yasna 45.8

tém né staotaish nemangho a vivaresho

na zit chashmaini vyadaresem;

vanghéush  manyéush  shyaothanahya
ukhdhakhyéacha

vidush asha yém mazdam ahurem;

at héi vahméng - demané gard nidama.
Translation:

Him | shall seek to turn towards us with
respectful spiritual songs of praise (because)
have, now indeed, envisioned (seen) Him
clearly with my eye(s), and with good mental
insight, word(s) and deed(s). | have known
who (is) Mazda Ahura through righteousness.
Hence, we will lay down, for Him, our loving
devotions in the House of Song (heavenly
abode). (B. Deboo)

From here it leads to the Philosophy of Vision
in Gathas. This is a mystical aspect that an
unenlightened mind cannot understand. How
can we perceive what Zarathushtra means
when he said that he has clearly seen Ahura
Mazda with his eyes? We cannot perceive
this Cosmos in one way in a sense of matter
only. Scientists tells that this Cosmos is a
living organism.

As Einstein said: science without religion is
lame, religion without science is blind.

We are not discussing that type of mysticism
that is conveyed by the New Age groups
and other charlatans (imposters).

Dr Farhang Mehr, Dr Daryoush Jehanian,
Hannah Shapero, Dr Humbach and others
have written on the mysticism found in Gathas.
Dr Humbach uses the word ,esoteric®, which
means there are some mysterious things that
can be understood only by those who have
special knowledge. According to him, there
are poetries in Gathas that show esoteric
allusions. And that makes sense if we look
beyond our perception of senses.

Hannah Shapero defines mysticism as ,an
ongoing life lived in the presence of God, a
God to which the mystic relates as a Beloved
as well as a source of wisdom."

As an example, a dog“s sense of smell, sight
and hearing are far, far superior to ours. We
have a notion that if we do not see, it does not
exist. The air we breathe is not seen by us.
We hear but do not see sound waves. Yet,
they exist. In a similar way, there are many
things that, although we do not see them, do
exist, like space and time.

We do not see the earth rotating on its own
axis at 1,041.7mph, or orbiting the sun at a
speed of 69,360mph. Instead we observe the
effect of the motion, such as day and night,
and the seasons.

Just imagine. It takes eight minutes for light
to travel from our sun to our earth, moving at
a speed of 186,000 miles per second. The
distance moved in one year at such a speed
is called one light year. Many of our galaxies,
stars and black holes are billions of light
years away from us. Our vision of the universe
is limited. We can never catch up with the
expanding Cosmos. In the same way, we are
limited with our finite mind in knowing the
infinite, ultimate reality that exists.

The idea of vision is found in other verses of
the Gathas in the poetic spirit.

Yasna 28.5

Zarathushtra says, ,O Asha, after having
realized wisdom, when shall | have vision
(daresani) of Thee and Vohu Mano?*

In Avesta, the word Daresani comes from
dares, to see. In Sanskrit it is dars, to view,
see, behold, etc. The noun darshan means
,vision of the Divine or a holy person®.
Yasna 30.1

In this hymn, Zarathushtra recites the praise
for Ahura, Vohu Mano and Asha so that he
may have a perfect vision (daresatd) in the
realms of light. We do not know what he
means. Does he desire to have a perfect
vision of the Divine Light?

Yasna 31.2

Zarathushtra says that the soul (of creation)
does not have clear vision (aibi dereshta). |
have come as Ratu (,spiritual master, prophet"
— Dastoor Bode) appointed by Ahura Mazda
for two opposing parties so that we may live
in harmony with Asha. He hopes to change
the Dregvants (,the deceitful people®). As
Dr Farhang Mehr said, ,Zarathushtra was a
prophet and also a philosopher.*

Yasna 31.8

When | held Thee in my very eyes
(chashmaini), | realized Thee in my mind,
O Mazda, as the First and also the Last for
all eternity, as the Father (Patarem or Pita in
Guijarati) of Vohu Mano as the true Creator
(haithya damim) of Asha, and Lord over the
actions of life. (Dastoor Bode)

It's a wonderful verse where Zarathushtra
reminds us that before all creations, Ahura
Mazda was the First and will remain the Last.
Does that mean he has no beginning and end?

Yasna 43.5

Then, O Mazda Ahura, | did realize Thee as
the Most Bountiful (Holy, Divine) when |
envisioned (daresem) as the First at the birth
of life. (Dastoor Bode and Dr Taraporewalla)
Before any life came into existence, Ahura
Mazda was the First. In one of the prayers,
we pray, ,| bow down to you, O Ahura Mazda
three times before any creation.”

Yasna 43.11

Then | did realize Thee as the Most Bountiful
One, O Mazda Ahura, when the Good

Mind encircled me completely. When | first
become enlightened through Thy words,
Thou didst teach me how hard it is to induce
faith among mankind, yet | will practice

what Thou didst declare to me is the best.
(Dastoor Bode)

A highly spiritual soul reaches to the top of
the spiritual mountain and acquires spiritual
enlightenment. An enlightened soul has a
great spiritual insight free from illusion based
upon relevant spiritual experience.

In Yasna 43.15

Then did | realize Thee as the Most Bountiful
One, O Mazda Ahura, when Vohu Manah
encircled me completely. He declared to me
that silent meditation (tushnamaiti) is the
best for attaining spiritual enlightenment.
(Dastoor Bode)

In Yasna 43.16, may the life of flesh
be vitalized by Asha. In Yasna 46.17,
Zarathushtra tells Jamaspa that Seroasha is
standing firm within you, you seek the Lord"s
adoration.

In the Abrahamic religion, YHWH (God) who
is a tribal God selects a prophet. While
Zarathushtra on the other hand, finds Ahura
Mazda in the form of Divine Vision. Then
only, Ahura Mazda appoints him as Ahu (Lord)
and Ratu (Prophet) for both existences,
material and spiritual.

Zarathushtra entered from the third into
the fourth dimension just as a 13-year-old
math, science and physics genius and PhD
candidate who has a higher IQ than Einstein
and who is developing his own ,Theory of
Relativity", describes his very unusual ability
to solve the complex mathematical problems
as the vision that comes to him through the
fourth dimension that is, according to him,
hard to describe.

Professor Bruno Borchert says: “Zoroaster
was a mystic. He was also a religious
person

who has decisively influenced western
mysticism and spirituality. In Zoroaster
mystical illumination led to visions -
insights that presented a new view of the
whole of the reality.

The mysticism of Zoroaster is remarkably
fresh and original because personal
experience fired his love for the All-
highest and gave him intense longing
for a state of existence beyond earthly
one, “the bridge that still divides us from
Thee.”
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Scholars interested in the study of Old Iranian may be interested to hear of the
Linguistics Research Center (LRC), a research unit in the College of Liberal Arts at
the University of Texas at Austin.

Its website offers an extensive library of texts and lessons for beginners in languages
such as Armenian, Albanian, Baltic, Old English, Old French, Gothic, Classical Greek,
New Testament Greek, Hittite, Old Iranian, Old Irish, Latin, Old Norse, Old Russian,
Sanskrit, Old Slavonic, and Tocharian.

ince its founding by Winfred P. Lehmann in 1961, virtually all LRC research

projects have involved the processing of human language with the aid

of computers. The goals of the LRC are ‘to deepen the understanding of

& language as a structure consisting of symbols, and the computer seems

ideally suited to help increase our knowledge of that system for languages

of both the past and the present. As computational tools and theory have developed,

they have become increasingly useful as aids to the development of language
descriptions and the testing of linguistic theory.’

The principal activities of the LRC have included machine translation, historical study
(especially of Indo-European languages), lexicography, bibliography, and indexing.

The website contains thousands of pages, most of them devoted to ancient Indo-
European languages and cultures. ‘For novices,” it explains, ‘all Indo-European
languages are descended from a common ancestral tongue called Proto-Indo-
European, spoken about 5,000 years ago before the invention of writing. This language
as such died out, leaving ten or more dialects that eventually evolved into the many
Indo-European languages of recorded history and the present, for example Sanskrit,

Shehnaz M. Bhujwala has been
promoted to partner at Boucher LLP,
a Woodland Hills,
California-based law firm. Before
Boucher, she worked at Khorrami
Boucher LLP,

Kiesel Boucher & Larson LLP,
and Greene, Broillet, Panish &
Wheeler LLP.
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Greek, Latin, Russian, and English.’ Bhujwala was named a ‘Southern

California Rising Star’ by both Los
Angeles Magazine
and Southern California Rising
Stars Magazine. She has a BA in
; psychology from UCLA
> and a Juris Doctor from USC'’s
Gould School of Law.

According to the website, Indo-Iranian languages are traditionally spoken in West,
Central, and South Asia. ‘The area in which Indo-Iranian languages were originally
spoken was much larger than at present; in fact, they were previously spoken as far
west as Eastern Europe.’ .

Source: India West, January 30, 2015

Lladro Lithopheane V@tiveg
York (ZAGNY) 6. excited o announcs. an Zarathustra

exclusive partnership with Lladré to bring you
a stunning Zarathushtra votive.

Released and designed by Lladré in 2014
as part of their Lithophane Votive Light
Series, each votive is handmade in Valencia,
Spain, with an intricate engraving of Asho
Zarathushtra on one side and a beautiful divine
Farohar on the other. The votive is 4.75” high
by 3.5” wide and includes a battery-operated
high-intensity tea light, made especially by
Lladro, to enhance the intense glow of each
votive.

ZAGNY is offering this unique, must-have
votive for US $100, with no sales tax or
shipping and handling charges. Proceeds from
the sales will benefit ZAGNY’s Darbe Mehr
project.The votive will be a collector’s item. It
is a wonderful gift for your spouse, parents,
children or grandchildren on occasions
like Nowrooz, birthdays, anniversaries and
graduations.

to order

Visit:
http://zagny.org/lladro-lithophane-
votive-zarathustra/. Filloutthe orderform,
make your check payable to ‘ZAGNY’
and mention ‘Lladré Fundraiser’ in the
memo field. The check and form should
be mailed to:

Behroze Clubwala, 25 Peach Tree
Court, Hawthorne, New Jersey — 07506.

To place your order by phone, call with your credit card details:
Behroze Clubwala: bclubwala@aol.com; 201-755-5714
Ferzin Patel: ferzpsych@aol.com; 845-216-1368

Piroja Press: pirojapress@gmail.com



¢ Nowruz (pronounced now-ruz and no-rooz;
¢ depending on the region and dialect) is a
¢ combination of two Persian words.

¢ They consist of: first word “now or no”
¢ meaning new and the second word “ruz/
| rooz” meaning day or light; together they
¢ mean “New Day/Light.”

Nowruz is the exact beginning of the New
Year when the season changes from winter
to spring on the spring vernal equinox.
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The spring equinox marks the moment
¢ the Sun crosses the celestial equator, this
¢ happens on March 19, 20 or 21 every year.

Nowruz and the festivities reflect the
§ change of season from winter to spring.

¢ This celebrates the New Year for many
¢ Asian and none-Asian communities.

Nowruz has been celebrated for thousands
¢ of years amongst The Iranians. It is a none-
religious holiday that is enjoyed by people
¢ of different diverse nations.

Nowruz is rooted in the Zoroastrian
¢ tradition; the New Year brings new choices,
opportunities, and commitments to improve
a person with their freewill. With boundless
¢ freedom the New Year brings a new chance
to renovate this world make it fresh.

¢ Zoroastrianism emphasizes broad
concepts, such as; freewill ethics
¢ corresponding with right and wrong in
¢ terms of human action or conduct, and,
¢ the scientific method to discover new truth,
expanding wisdom/knowledge as a result
to improve the human condition with better
understanding our reality.

¢ Today there are new Zoroastrian
communities coming to birth throughout
¢ all four corners of the world; the largest
sprouting in: Greater Iran, Europe and
¢ North America bonding alliances and
¢ friendships celebrating Nowruz. It is time
¢ of sharing happy moments with friends and
¢ family, exchanging gifts, eating good food
and drinking good wine.

The tradition of Nowruz is strong and
loved amongst millions.
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Sasanian Persian King Narseh, the
last Iranian king after the first Islamic
invasion of the mid-7th century, was
crowned in exile and a general in the
Chinese army. A group of lIranian
nobility, including Sasanian kings, was
given refuge in the Chinese court of
the Tang dynasty. Many Iranian princes
served as military commanders in the
Chinese army, and some Iranians
settled in China trying to make new
lives for themselves.It is notable that a
small town near Xinjiang, where many
members of the Sasanian nobility had
settled, is called Shahyar (Persian for
‘companion of the king’).

Xinjiang has, since ancient times, been
a multicultural region, with contacts
made with several lIranian peoples,
especially the Soghdians of Central
Asia. The following is based on Chinese
records regarding the region:

Since ancient times Xinjiang (a western
region of China) has been home to as
many as 30 ancient ethnic groups such
as Persians, Greeks, Indians, Chinese,
Turks, and the like... Some intercultural
tools developed early on for social
interaction and commerce such as
varied linguistic developments... Among
30 languages spoken in Xinjiang region
are lIranian Persian and Sogdian...
Among 20 written languages are Iranian
Persian, Sogdian, and Manichean...
From the five different scripts adopted
in the region, one used for Yutain, Tubo
and Phags-pa come from sisters to
Iranians, the Indian Brahmi script; and
one used for Sogdian and Turkic scripts
comes from Persian Aramaic alphabet.
Readers are invited to see the video
below discussing findings in the region.

The Zoroastrian Journal Spring 2015 . . .
City named Shafiyar in Culldl

By Sheda Vasseghi
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A large number of Sasanian Persian
coins have been discovered, alongside
other Iranian-style textiles. However,
the expert discussing these findings
refrains from mentioning their Iranian
connections. Instead he provides a
general, non-descriptive overview that
refers to inspirations from ‘some place’.
It would appear that this is consistent
with some select academic circles that
have a tendency to downplay or avoid
mention of possible Iranian origins for
cultural artifacts.

Womens' rights are human rights

says FEZANA

A Zoroastrian delegation is to deliver a
panel discussion at the United Nations
Headquarters in New York as part of
the 59th Commission on the Status Of
Women.

Homi Gandhi, Narges Kakalia, Nurelle
Mehta, Adina Mistry, Nina Mistry and
Khushroo Patel from FEZANA will be
representing the Zoroastrians at the UN.
The group will be presenting a panel
discussion entitled ‘Education: A Powerful
Tool for Gender Equality’.

Social change to uplift society comes when
men and women are treated equally with
respect and dignity. This aspirational goal

cannot be reached through the work of
women alone. This workshop will explore
the empowerment of women that arises
at the intersections of education, access
to health care, freedom from violence
and the crucial roles that men and boys
in society can play to advocate and work
towards global gender equality.

The panel discussion is on Monday, March
16th, 6:15-7:45pm at the Church Centre,
10th Floor, 777 United Nations Plaza,
New York.

Visitors do not need a security pass to
attend the session, so please encourage
local Zoroastrians to attend and support
the presentation.
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Editor s note

by: Shahrooz Ash

The spirit of this season, the season of Nowruz;
expressed with reflective thinking by the grace of
Mazda/Wisdom.

New spring, new day, new start and commitments
open new doors to our minds, pondering new dreams
to turn to reality.

PRAYING WITH DASTUR DHALLA
YOUTH IS THE SPRING OF LIFE

When life is young, it is bright and easy and happy. The very
atmosphere is full of enthusiasm and energy and youth is
crowded with events that shape man’s whole life thereafter.

Youth is buoyant and hopeful, cheerful and venturesome,
confident and courageous, ambitious and enterprising. Youth
is fraught with unlimited potentiality to accomplish great and
wonderful things. The lure of life’s adventure seems a glowing
romance and a sweet, long poem to youthful life. Youth, in its
vision, thinks it can grasp the rainbow.

Life is full of sport in the boisterous gaiety of youth. The desire
for pleasure is strongest in youth. Festive youth yearns for
the full enjoyment of life and in its misguided moments throws
itself headlong in the whirling dissipations and wastes itself
by riotous indulgence of vice and vulgarity.

Man thinks faded youth as life’s paradise lost and grudges
not giving a heavy price if he can buy and regain it. Growing
age broods over passing youth and longs to live youthful days
again. In vain does withering youth labour to prolong its beauty
by appliances of art, by padding and painting, trappings and
trimmings. Youth, none the less, ages and fades.

Youth thinks the spring of its life will not end and dreams not
of its decay and death. Exuberant life swarms in the spring
and blooms in a forest of riotous foliage, yet the autumn turns
out to be the death-bed of the spring and winter its grave.
So does the autumn of life steal slowly with silent steps and
heralds the end of its spring. Though nature rejoices in the
yearly return of the spring, man knows but one spring and
youth, once lost, can never be regained.

Strengthen me, Ahura Mazda, to resist the temptation to give
in to the dissipation of youth. Help me so to live my youth
that the memory of an ill-spent youth may not cloud my mind,
when | am on the down-hill road and my life is ebbing and
nearing its end. Help me, instead, to live in so wise that the
recollection of my virtuous youth may sweeten my old age
and fill the closing period of my life with happiness.

(bemage Unto Ahura Mazda, Dastur Dr. M.AN. Dhalla, New
York, 1941)
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