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Mazda [Wisdom]; is the Zarathustrian Deity or God.
Asho Zarathushtra Spitaman in the Gathas states that he is: Mantra/thought-provoker,
Zotar/invoker and Ratu/teacher. Zarathurstrians believe in Good Thoughts, Good Words,
and Good Deeds.

The Zarathushtrian sacred text is called the Avesta. The five Gathas in the Avesta are the
very divinely inspired words of, Asho Zarathushtra Spitaman; the holiest of the holies. The
Zarathushtrian vision is the first scientific view in terms of; ethics, metaphysics and
epistemology, dating back somewhere between 4 to 8 thousand years. According to
Zarathushtra there is only one deity, Mazda/Wisdom worthy of: worship, praise and
celebration. True Zoroastrians follow the path of Asha (righteousness), one should choose
to the right thing because it is right. Our belief teaches us to respect these four elements:
Water, Fire, Air and Earth because they sustain human life. Zarathushtra says that the
divine is present within each one of us and in all things. This divine flame should not be
contaminated, but sustained by good thoughts, good words and good deeds. In the
Avestan text Yasna 17.11, Zarathushtra expresses his beautiful thought by speaking of the
fire in all things, the fire within each one of us. If the divine is present in all of us, then one
must accept that Humans are divine, sacred and holy. In fact all beings with life are a
divine. Zarathushtra is the first person to advocate freedom of choice; this is why
Zarathushtra is known to be the father of free will.

“Zoroastrianism has been identified as one of the key early events in the development of
philosophy.”

Blackburn, Simon (1994). The Oxford Dictionary of Philosophy. Oxford: Oxford University
Press.

California Zoroastrian Center

8952 Hazard Ave. Westminster, CA 92683

Email: info @czcjournal.org
Tel: (714) -893-4737

Fax: (714) - 894- 9577
www.czcjournal.org
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Ed]ﬂt@)r lNJ@)tE@S By: Fariborz Rahnamoon
Just like Now Rooz is the celebration of the Vernal Equinox, Mehregan is the
celebration of the Autumnal Equinox — which this year happened at 20.02 UTC
time, on 22 September 2017. This corresponds to 13.02 PDT, 16.02 EDT, and
23.32Iran Std. Time. Therefore, Mehregan was on 23 September, the first of Mehr,
the first full day of autumn all over the world. The Zarathushtis, due to
persecution, genocide and cultural cleansing by the Arab invaders, lost track of
their ancient calendar which earned the title of the most ‘perfect calendar’ in the
world. This calendar is described in the Bundahisn. Modern Zarathushtis have
instead ended up with three different calendars, none of which is accurate, and
consequently they have lost sight of the reason behind the celebration of the
Mehregan festivals. Even the Fasli calendar followed by some is not really a
seasonal calendar as the name may suggest because, according to it, autumn
starts on 17 September, six days ahead of the actual season. This confusion has
made them elect an arbitrary day later in the month of Mehr to celebrate
Mehregan for a host of arbitrary reasons other than the Autumnal Equinox.
Zarathushtis who were forced to convert to Islam managed to preserve two of
the festivals and celebrate them at the proper time and for the right reasons: Now
Rooz on the Vernal Equinox and Yalda on the Winter Solstice. They also
managed to bring back their ancient calendar exactly as described in the
Bundahisn. They dedicated it in 1079 CE, to the then king and called it the Jalali
Calendar. This calendar had its ups and down and finally, in 1925 during the reign
of Reza Shah, the parliament accepted it as the official calendar of Iran.
In Iran lately, the Zarathushtis have started using this calendar but have
superimposed the 30 names of the days, creating even greater confusion. So
instead of celebrating Mehregan on the 17 of Mehr of the Fasli calendar, they
celebrate it on the 10 of Mehr of the Jalali calendar, none of which is correct.
Let’s celebrate the Autumnal Equinox like we celebrate the Vernal Equinox.
Let’s celebrate Mehregan on 23 September, the first of Mehr, as per the
Mazdayasni Calendar described in the Bundahisn.

Let’s honor the wisdom and science of our ancestors.

California Zoroastrian
HAPPY

Center

Zoroastrian Journal

Chase Bank
Acc # 421,334675.6
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MY ENCOUNTER
WITH AN
INTELLECTUAL
GIANT, PROF.
KAIKHOSROV

IRANI
BY
SHAHROOZ ASH
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One of my most memorable
experiences — meeting with
Prof. Kaikhosrov Irani. The
year that | had the privilege of
coming to know  Prof.
Kaikhosrov Irani was in 2005. |
was a student at UCLA
studying philosophy. | came to
know about Prof. Irani through
the Zoroastrian community
and discovered that he was an
intellectual giant. He was a
retired philosophy professor
from City College of New York,
and for the last nine years of
his employment he was the
president of the faculty. | don’t
want to get into much detail or
micro information in terms of
his academic credentials and
achievements because it will
leave me no writing space for
this  expression of my
experience with him. | was
anxious waiting to encounter
him and felt a little
intimidated; thinking that
perhaps | lacked knowledge of
the issues that | wanted to

discuss with him. | traveled

Cover History

from California to New York
City to visit him on two
separate occasions. On the
first trip, | arrived late evening
in New York and headed to my
hotel room. The next morning
| arrived at his home and rang
his door bell. He opened the
door and kindly welcomed me

in. We exchanged greetings,

and | stepped inside the

foyer of his home. |
immediately noticed that
the view of the spacious
home was completely

obstructed by mountains of

books piled from the floor to

the ceiling. He was very

warm and hospitable, and

instantly made me feel at

ease in his presence. He
offered to make me tea, but |
insisted that he relax while |
made the tea. He accepted
and showed me where the tea,
sugar and milk were kept in his
kitchen. | expressed to him
that my plan was to return to
New York in a few months with
a camera crew, sound, and
light person to record him. My
interests were to discuss: the
origins of philosophy, good
and evil in Zoroastrian belief,
free will, body and mind,
Middle Platonic Thought, the
separation of church and
state, Cyrus the Great, and
Zoroastrians-by-choice. He
accepted my requests. We
briefly discussed these topics
and philosophy in general for
three to four hours before |
said goodbye and we parted
ways. | was absolutely amazed
at the level of his knowledge,
the clarity of his thoughts, and
his use and command of
language. The excitement of

my experience with him that

day prevented me from
sleeping that night;
contemplating the mechanics
required for the interview with
this  brilliant person on
camera. | knew that Prof. Irani
had three PhDs in chemistry,
physics and philosophy. He
became Emeritus Professor of
Philosophy at the City College
of New York, after teaching
there for 41 years. He was
chairman of the department
for nine years. He was also the
director of the Academy of
Humanities and Sciences for
12 vyears. Prior to his
employment there, he worked
on some projects as a young
man with Albert Einstein.
Einstein gave Prof. Irani a good
recommendation letter for
academic employment. He
was also very fond of the great
thinker Emanuel Kant. Prof.
Irani’s knowledge of
Zoroastrianism,  particularly
the Gathas, and his ability to
place the subject in the wider
space of the history of
philosophy yielded much fruit
for the community of
philosophers. He had a firm
belief in the teachings of
Zarathushtra and was
dedicated to the
Zarathushtrian principles. He
stood up against Zoroastrian
communities that had gone
astray from Zarathustra’s
original teachings, by replacing
the philosophy with mythical
rituals unrelated to the
cohesive message of the
Gathas. His academic genius
enabled him in a unique way
to present and teach the
message of Zarathushtra in a
very simple form that any

person could grasp. He taught

in a clear and coherent
manner that most people
could easily understand. We
are fortunate to inherit his
legacy as a mastermind in the
rank of great philosophers.
One of the things that stuck
with me the most about Prof.
Irani was that he was such a
humble, down-to-earth, and
good-natured  person. He
always made you comfortable
being around him. | was very
surprised by his demeanor; he
was not at all an egocentric or
cocky person in any way,
shape, or form. The way he
communicated with me was as
an equal. His kindness is
something that | will not
forget. He had great sense of
humor, was quick to laugh and
had a warm smile. A few
months later, | returned to
New York, and we met at the
film location, which was a
library in New York. A camera,
sound, and lighting crew all
came in preparation for the
filming. | began my interview
with him, and all of his
responses were mind-blowing.
He was a true genius and a
prodigy in the true sense, the
way he presented each topic
was seamless. After filming,

we went out for dinner and

picked up on our last
conversation regarding
Zoroastrians-by-choice. He

showed strong feelings that
Zarathushtra’s vision is for all
mankind, hence universal. He
rejected all notions of tribal
thinking and was an advocate
of individualism; which is the
core of Zarathushtra’s
thinking. All of his thoughts
appeared utterly fascinating to

me, and | eagerly listened. He

seemed to know every answer
to every question | asked him.
His knowledge never ceased to
amaze me. My interaction
with him was so familiar and
comfortable that | felt like |
had known this man for all of
my life. He was a fatherly
figure in the community. As we
embraced each other for the
last time, | hoped that | would
have the opportunity to see
Prof. Irani again, to possibly
collaborate with him one more
time. Upon my return to Los
Angeles, | eagerly started the
editing process of the
documentary. A few vyears
later, | decided to post the
documentary on public
domains such as YouTube for
other people to watch.
Approximately 40,000 people
view the film annually.l am so
fortunate to have had the
opportunity to be mentored
by Prof. Irani. | am also so
grateful to have an outlet to
share this documentary about
Zoroastrianism  with  the
public. Prof. Irani had so much
to offer the world. | will keep
him in my thoughts forever.
The Zoroastrian community

has taken a great loss in his

passing, but his profound
achievements and
accomplishments  will  be

praised and cherished forever.
He was a wise, humble, and
intelligent person. Blessed are
those who crossed paths with
this true Star of Wisdom. His
everlasting legacy will
continue to impact many lives
for the better.

To view the documentary,
follow this YouTube-link:
https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=3s1tOhrl4pE
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INAUGURATIO
N OF A NEW
DAR-E-MEHR
IN
SACRAMENTO

SOURCE:
FEZANA
BULLETIN,
APRIL 2017

On March 26, 2017, the
auspicious day of Khordad
Sal, about 270 Zoroastrians
from near and far gathered at
the Sacramento Zoroastrian
Center in Rancho Cordova,
California, to inaugurate a
new Dar-e- Mehr for the

Zoroastrian
(SzA), with a

jashan performed by seven

Sacramento

Association

mobeds.

The dream of constructing
the Dar-e-Mehr was made
into a reality by a very
generous donation from the
trustees of the Hong Kong

Zoroastrians. The afarganyu

was donated by the Wadiaji
Atash Behram with the help
and assistance of one of their
trustees, Mr. Nadir Modi.

FEZANA president Homi
Gandhi from Los Angeles,
and past presidents, Firdosh
Mehta and

attended  the

Bomi Patel
inaugural
festivities. After the jashan,
and partaking of chasni

comprising of fruits, nuts,

malido, sev and ravo, the

gathering moved to a
banquet facility nearby for
dinner as the main Center
building is currently under
renovation and upgrade,
with that completion

expected this year.

The gathering was welcomed
by Khodadad Pashutani, the
vice president of the
Sacramento Zoroastrian

Association. In his welcome

speech, Mr. Pashutani
mentioned that the
Zoroastrian Women
Organization had initiated

the purchase of the property
in 2014 with donations of

News

about $250,000 collected in
three months, along with a
loan of $350,000 from a

generous Zarathushti.

The organization was then
registered as the Sacramento
Zoroastrian Association, and
the construction of the Dar-e
Mehr took about 1.5 years,
with the funding from Hong
under the

Kong project

management of Mehran
Torki, then president of the
SZA. The main challenges
encountered in the
construction  were  the
completion of the detailed
plans and getting the
approval from the City and

fire departments.

Mr. Pashutani also
recognized major donors and
families involved in the
completion of the Dar-e-
Mehr. Similar sentiments
were also expressed in Farsi
by the SZA president, Mrs.
Manijeh Behziz.

The mobeds who performed
the jashan were then
presented awards of
recognition,

Gustad

along  with
Irani, a

representative from Hong

Kong, for his support and

assistance.

Homi Gandhi gave a talk on
the various activities and
charities of FEZANA and also
presented a donation from
the association. He
recognized the past
presidents who were present
for the opening and
mentioned that within a
period of 12 months, three
Dar-e-Mehrs  had

established,

been
including the

ones in New York and Los

Angeles, completing an
amazing  period  where
Zarathushtis in North

America laid down roots and
inaugurated new houses of

worship.

Some dance items were then
presented by young
Zarathushtis, followed by a
banquet of Iranianand Indian
dishes.

The night was brought to a
close after some music and
dancing and people
exchanging greetings to
celebrate and wish each
other a happy Jamshedi

Naoroze.

ZERBANOO
GIFFORD:
AN
UNCENSORED
LIFE BY FARIDA
MASTER

VISIT THE ASHA
CENTRE AT

WWW.ASHACE
NTRE.ORG

SOURCE:
PARSIKHABAR.NET

An Uncensored Life by

seasoned  editor Farida

Master is a compelling
biography of the human
rights campaigner Zerbanoo
Gifford. A game changer at
the heart of the women'’s
movement, an author of
numerous history books on
our shared heritage,
Zerbanoo is the founder of
the ground-breaking
international ASHA Centre
for the empowerment of
young people.

Born in India, Zerbanoo
moved to London at the age
of four. By her early thirties
she had become a pioneer
for Asians in British public
life. She chaired committees,
advised political leaders and
was the first Asian woman to
stand for Parliament, having
made history being elected
onto Harrow Council. Both
local and global in her
determination to see real
change, Zerbanoo worked for

the homeless charity

Publication of California Zoroastrian Center
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of the challenges.”
For

philanthropist
Gandhi,

“Zerbanoo has

Meera

helped to empower
women to take
their rightful place
in the

international
arena. Her story

reads as a modern

‘SHELTER’ and was director
of ‘Anti-Slavery
International’ the oldest
human rights organization in

the world.

Overcoming racial attacks,
political disenchantment,
legal battles against the
Government and a near-
death

Zerbanoo’s is a gripping story

experience,

of a fearless woman who has
held fast to the causes of
equality and global justice.
Her story spans a period of
unprecedented social change
in Britain. Described as a
warrior princess, she is also
known as a cosmic
networker, connecting
people of all backgrounds,
faiths and traditions in

celebrating our humanity.

In the words of Bishop
Desmond Tutu: “Zerbanoo’s
vision has led to alternative
ways to make a real
difference in the world —and

she trod that path, regardless

tale of shakti
power.”
And for

industrialist Ratan
Tata, “This biography of a
remarkable lady reflects the
momentous changes of our
age and the importance of
investing in the future of the

world’s young.”

Ranging from funny to
fascinating, spiritually
uplifting  to downright

outrageous, Zerbanoo’s life
stories illustrate the
challenges facing women in
the modern world, but also
the triumphs and possibilities
available to those open to

life.

As  publisher and film
producer Nari Hira says,
“This amazing biography by
the talented editor Farida
Master is  meticulously
crafted; each word, each
sentence, each paragraph is
riveting.

From the first page to the
very last sentence this

biography is unputdownable.”

INews

FEZANA
BESTOWS
LIFETIME

ACHIEVEMENT
AWARD ON
ERVAD DR.

JEHAN BAGLI

SOURCE:
FEZANA

At a  glittering  30th
Anniversary Gala in Houston,
Texas, FEZANA bestowed a
Lifetime Achievement Award
on Ervad Dr. Jehan Bagli. The
Gala was hosted by the
Zoroastrian Association of
Houston at its center, along
with their Congress Legacy
10th Anniversary awards

function.

All the seven past presidents
were present, along with the
current president Homi D.

Gandhi, to honor Dr. Bagli. In

occasion along with his son
Darius. In a moving
acceptance speech, he spoke
about his humble
upbringings and his journey

from India to Canada.

Dr. Baglialso inaugurated the
30th Anniversary Issue of the
FEZANA Journal,

Journal chief editor Dolly

and the

Dastoor said it was fitting
that the Journal’s very first
editor would inaugurate this
30th anniversary issue.
Immediate past President
Katayun Kapadia was the
master of ceremonies for the
evening when FEZANA also
launched its new logo design.
A retrospective of FEZANA's
work over the past few years
was presented to the
audience.

Local Houston kids performed
various entertainment items

to cap off a memorable

evening.

his acceptance speech, Dr.
Bagli thanked the community
for giving him the

opportunity to serve.

He dedicated the award to
his wife Freny who was

present on this momentous

Pictured left to right:
Rohinton  Rivetna, Dolly
Dastoor, Framroze Patel,

Firdosh Mehta, Ervad Dr.
Jehan Bagli, Rustom Kevala,
Bomi Patel, Katayun Kapadia
and Homi Gandhi

RETURN TO
ROOT
SOURCE:
FEZANA/ZOROR
OOTS.ORG

| FEZANA has been associated

with the Zoroastrian Return

to Roots Program since its
inception in 2013. And this
year we signed a
memorandum of understanding
with the Return to Roots
Parzor to continue this

amazing collaboration.

Over the last three trips, over
45 Zoroastrian youth from all
over the world have had an
opportunity to participate in
these tours. Young adults
between the ages of 22 and
35 spend about 14 days in
India experiencing Zoroastrian
life, culture, history and
religion, and meeting
amazing folks and their own

peers.

If you know of any young
adults, we urge you to ask

them to apply for this

6 Fall2017 www.czcjournal.org
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transformative and life-

affirming program.

Zoroastrian historical,

religious, cultural, and

archaeological sites in India

Zoroastrian Return to Roots
2017 Application Open.

The Zoroastrian Return to
Roots Program is pleased to
announce the opening of
applications for the Return to
Roots 4 Trip scheduled to
take place from 22 December
2017 to 3 January 2018. This
will be the fourth tour after
the first three very successful
tours in 2013-14, 2015 and
2016.

The aim of Zoroastrian
Return to Roots is to bring
together young Zoroastrians
from across the world
between the ages of 22 and
35; to return to their roots,

reconnect with their culture

over a trip of 13 days.

The itinerary will take
participants to Mumbai and
Gujarat.  The

tour in 2017 is WY
unique since it
will overlap
with the
Iranshah Utsav
in Udvada in
December
2017.

One of the key aims of this
program is to foster a sense
of community amongst
Fellows and for individuals to
contribute to the institutions

they visit as well as the

program even after

they

and revive the community.
Participants (‘Fellows’) will

explore various significant

have participated. Another
aim of the trip is for

participants to understand

and realize the influence
Parsis have had on modern-
day India. Fellows also
understand and experience
first-hand the meaning
behind our long-standing
religious  customs and
traditions.

Fellows from previous trips
returned from India with a
deep understanding and
appreciation for our small
but powerful community.
They are becoming more
involved with their local
Zoroastrian associations,
giving back to the
community, and encouraging

T H m_‘[“;a:l-_?—__;:*
A T g g oy i

other youth to participate in
Return to Roots.

close on
November 15, 2017.

We encourage applicants to

Applications

apply before the deadline,
using the following link:
http://zororoots.org/apply/
and approach their local
community members and
associations for funding and
sponsorship. Applications are
accepted on a rolling basis.

Visit the Return to Roots

website at

www.zororoots.org.

If you have any questions

prior to applying, please

email apply@zororoots.org.

News

A MONUMENT
TO FREEDOM

The Freedom Sculpture, an
Iranian-American, crowd-
supported monument to

cultural

diversity and

inclusiveness, was gifted to
the City of Los Angeles, on
July 4th, 2017.

Described by its originators,

LA-based non-profit the

Farhang Foundation, as “a
Statue of Liberty for the West
Coast”, it was inspired by the
ideals of freedom, respect for
cultural diversity and
inclusiveness that date back
to Cyrus the Great 2,500
years ago — the same ideals
that are also included in the
us Constitution. The
sculpture was funded by
around 1.1 million

supporters all over the world,

rather than by individual
large donors — a
deliberately populist
decision.

Designed by artist Cecil
Balmond, it was chosen
from more than 300
designs and comprises a

pair of gold and silver

cylinders, on top of gold rings
and a travertine stone base.
It's intentionally evocative of
the famous Cyrus Cylinder,
unearthed by the British
Museum in 1879.

The sculpture is, says
Balmond, meant to be seen
at speed — which befits its
location on
busy  Santa
Monica
Boulevard in
Century City.
Upon its
unveiling, he
told the Los-
Angeles Times,
“As you drive
by at 30 to 40 miles an hour,
you feel the script moving.
It's not static... When you
move past, it’s alive.”

The sculpture was unveiled
during a Freedom Festival on
July 4th, an event the
Foundation hopes to repeat
annually.  According to
founding chairman Ali Razi,
the date is significant. Cyrus
the Great, he says, let people
practice their own religion.
“He was the first to put
together a multinational

empire based on freedom of

religion.”
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Gatha

ATHRA, THE
ILLUMINED
FIRE OF
MAZDA IN
GATHAS

BY
MOBED BEHRAM
S. DEBOO

To Zarathushtra, athra, atar or
Atash has a meaning that
conveys a deeper meaning
when it’s related to Mazda
Ahura. He is talking about the
fire of Mazda, the divine light
that shines in the heart of his
as well as immanent in this
creation from the very
beginning of the Cosmos to an
endless horizon that no one

knows or can predict.

In Yasna 31.3, Zarathushtra
request Mazda to grant both
him and his followers the joy
that is blissful through the

mental sprit, His fire and Asha.

In yasna 31.3, Yam1l da2
mainy(3 athrachad -
ashacha5.6 choish7 randibya8
khshnltem9
hyat10

chazdéfinghvadeby612 tatl3 —
néld mazdals

urvateml11

vidvanoil6
vaocal7

hizval8 thwahyal9 angho620 -
ya2l jvaint622  vispéng23

vaurayaz24.

And grant2 the blissful joy9
which1 you have promised7 to
both the followers8 through
the mental spirit3 and fire4

of (yours) and5 Asha6.

Gatha

Afterwards10 both12 will have
thatl3 wisdom of
discernment12 of the
decrees.11 (0] Mazdals,
speakl7 to usl4, for (our)
knowing16, with the tonguel8
of Yourl9 (Thy) mouth, so
that20 | may convert24 all23
the living22 to believe24. (B.

Deboo)

Through the fire of Mazda, one

recognizes, understands and

determines what is
pronounced.
Zarathushtra in this verse

personifies Ahura mazda and
uses a metaphor to
speak  with  His
tongue so that he
may convert all the

living to believe in

Asha.
In Yasna 31.19,
Gushtal yé2

mafta3d ashem4 -
ahOmbish5 vidvaé
ahura?7
erezhuxdhai8
vachangham9 —
khshayamn610
hizv611 vas612
thwal3 athrald
sukhral5 mazdal6
- vanghaul7
vidatal8 ranayalo.
Whoever2 listens1 and
meditates3 on Truth, O
Ahura7, becomes6 a life-
healing5 wise6 person6

with command10 over
tonguell for (speaking)
truthful8 words8 at will12.
Through yourl3 glowingl5
firel4, you hand out18 good17

(justice) to both the parties19.

Here Zarathushtra confirms
that Mazda is the judge of our
actions and accordingly he
dispenses justice which is good
and fair. In Asha Vahishta
yasht, the healing by truth is
called Asha baeshozo, healing
by prayers is Manthro
baeshozo, and healing by
justice is Dato baeshozo. Many
people have been victimized
and when proper justice is
handed out to the victimizer,

the healing comes to them.

In yasna 33.12, Zarathushtra

prays to Ahura Mazda, “us-

moéil wuzareshva2 ahura3d -
armaiti4 tevishim5 dasvaé .”
Arise2 within mel, O Ahura3,
grant6 the spiritual strength5
through Armaiti4 . Here
Zarathushtra prays for the fire
of Ahura Mazda to arise within

him.

In yasna 43.9, Zarathushtra
offers his homage to the fire of
Mazda. In vyasna 43.4,

Zarathushtra says:

at thwa méfighai taxmemca
spefitem mazda

hyat ta zasta ya td hafshi ava
ya da ashish dregvaité
ashaunaéca

thwahya garema athré asha-
aojangho

hyat moi vanghéush hazé jimat

manangho.

Translated:
Wise One, | realize You to be
powerful and progressive
because You help with Your
own hand.
You give rewards to both the
wrongful and the
righteous
by means of the
warmth of Your
fire
which is mighty
through
righteousness,
and through which
strength of good
mind comes to me.

(Jafrey)

It is clear that
Mazda gives
rewards to both
parties,  truthful

and untruthful by

the heat of the fire
which is  strong

through Asha.

When we perform the Koshti
prayer, we pray:

Kém1-na2 mazda3 mavaitéd
paylmb5 dadat,6
hyat7 mag dregvag
didareshatal0 aénanghél1l
anyém12 thwahmat13
athraschald
mananghaschal5,16

yayal7
ashem19 thraoshta20 ahura21

shyaothandish18

tam24 moi25 dastvam25

daénayai26 fravaocha27.

(Yasna 46.7)

What1 person2, O Wise One3,
gives6 me7 protection8
when7 the evil person9 stares
fiercely10 at me8 for harm11,
other than121 Yourl3 Firel4
and16 Mind16?

Through these twol7 deeds18
righteousness19 flourishes20,
O Ahura21!

Declare27 clearly27 to me25
that24 knowledge25 of inner-
self26 to me25. (B. Deboo)

In Atash Niyaesh, we pray:
“nemase té atarsh mazda
hudha
yazata.” It means, “Homage to

you, O Fire of Ahura Mazda, O

ahurahe mazishta

good created, great Yazata.”

Here we are asked to pray to
the Fire of Mazda Ahura which
is very clear. Later it becomes
putha, the son of Ahura
Mazda. Probably, all physical
fires in the cosmos are His
creation. However, Ardeshir
Papekan, the founder of the
Sassanian dynasty started the
cult of Verahram (Behram),
the divinity responsible in
helping to win the war. So,
every time he won a war, he
built the Fire Temple and
named Atashe Verahram.
Thus, there was a beginning
of atash Behrams which
continued thereafter even
though we lost Iran to Arabs
and Mazda yasna to Islam.

In the end, | would pray that
if we are the followers of
Mazda Ahura, we should
build the Fire Temple in His

name.
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Humanity

THE NEED TO

GET

UNCOMFORTABLE
BY
DR. NIAZ KASRAVI

The events that took place in
Charlottesville, VA this
summer reveal that the
problem of racism and white
supremacy in America is not a
thing of the past, but a very
real and substantial societal ill
that must be dealt with
consciously, deliberately, and
consistently. The u.s.
presidential election of 2016
came at the height of a period
when violence and brutality
against people of color,
particularly African Americans,
had become a main focus in
mainstream and social media
outlets. Emotions and tensions
escalated at protests
demanding justice for the
routine killing of young,
unarmed black men by law
enforcement, as time and
again courts of law failed hold
anyone fully accountable. The
formation of Black Lives
Matter and the Movement for
Black Lives was met with
aggressive resistance from the
conservative, majority white
community, who felt
threatened, misinterpreting
the demand that the justice
system treat black live with the
same value as others, falsely
thinking that the slogan “Black
Lives Matter” implies that
other lives do not. The
problem with this view lies in
believing that all communities

are indeed equal, and that the

Humanity

communities in the U.S.
Though people of all ethnic
and racial backgrounds
experience human suffering,
poverty,hopelessness, crime,
illness and violence, statistics
show that the scales are often
tipped against people of color
and minorities across the
board. Many
examples support this
fact. Of the 32.2
million nonelderly
people who are
uninsured, 55% are
people of color -
though they only
make up 41% of that
population. There are
also significant
disparities in access to
healthcare for people
of color. Also, studies show
that school readiness gaps are
on the decline for all
populations except for African
Americans. Furthermore,
youth of color are more likely
to be punished, suspended,
expelled, or referred to the
juvenile justice system for
typical adolescent
misbehavior at school.
Additionally, though there are
no significant disparities in
commission of crimes, people
of color are 2/3 of those in our
prisons and jails, and African
Americans are nearly 40% of
the incarcerated population
(though they are only 13% of
the American population). In
this light, the slogan “Black
Lives  Matter” can be
appreciate for its true
meaning: that all lives will only
matter when the lives of black

people and other people of

Since the election of Donald
Trump as the 45th President of
the United States — given that
the political discourse and
policies supported by this
administration are deliberately
aligned with and supported by
the conservative white

community — racial tensions

IF YOU WANT TO

CHANGE

YOU HAVE TO BE

WILLING

TO BE

UNCOMFORTABLE

have reared their ugly head in
a fashion not seen since before
the Civil Rights Movement.
The country is again
witnessing an openness from
white supremacist and neo-
Nazi movements, with
deliberate  and unafraid
organizing of political rallies
and protests calling for
creating a white nation and
promoting the white
community. On August 12,
2017, at a “Unite the Right”
white nationalist rally in
Charlottesville, a white
supremacist drove his car into
a crowd of peaceful counter-
protestors. The white
nationalists were protesting the
removal of a statue depicting
the Confederate  General
Robert E. Lee —who during the
American Civil War fought for
the southern states, in favor of
keeping

slavery legal. The

clash resulted in one death

was the response by President
Trump, who at first blamed
“both sides”, then offered a
brief statement against neo-
Nazi groups, and then reverted
back to blaming both sides.
What has taken place over the
last year, though
uncomfortable to discuss, has
shown us the
depth and
seriousness of
a problem that
many fooled
themselves to
believe was
only in the
history books.
During the Civil

Rights
Movement and
since, America
has attempted to create laws
that promote equality and
justice. What the country has
failed to do, however, has
been recognizing that laws
declaring equality on their face
can never be effective in a
society where deeply held
beliefs about the inequality
and inferiority of others
persist — especially if those
beliefs are held by those with
the power to implement the
law and operate the justice
system. Hence the fight
against racism and to root out
the notion of white supremacy
in America continues. But in
order for it to succeed, we
must all take up the charge of
being agents of that change.
History has shown that policy
reform alone is not enough. It
requires us to look beyond

what the law says to what the

law actually does and who is

politically engaged and elect
leaders who respect and
operate by the values of
fairness and equality — which
in turn requires us to
continuously demand from
them systemic and
foundational changes. It is not
enough to show up only on
Election Day. This also means
we have to confront our own
biases and sometimes racist
views — do we hold certain
beliefs about hiring or dating
people with different racial or
ethnic backgrounds? We must
have difficult conversations
with our families and others in
our community about racism
and its presence in our midst —
do we allow family members
to openly make racist remarks
without challenging them? We
have to stop perpetuating the
notions of white superiority —
do we praise “light skin” and
“light features” as if they are
somehow better than dark
skin and dark eyes?

Are we thrilled when a
newborn in our family is fair
versus brown?

We must also show up and
support the call for justice
when tragedies happen to
others — do we only donate,
volunteer or show up for
meetings and rallies when our
community is  negatively
targeted, such as with the
recent travel ban?

All of this requires that we get
out of our comfort zone.

The only way to make any
progress is to force ourselves
to get uncomfortable.
Anything else would be

ignorance at best, and

white community as a whole is color matter, when these and more than 35 injuries. responsible for enforcing the supportive of injustice at
lagging behind other disparities are erased. What served as fuel for the fire law. It requires us to be worst.
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THE HISTORY
OF MEDICINE
IN ANCIENT

PERSIA
BY
HEDIEH
GHAVIDEL,
PRESS TV

PART Il
CONTINUED FROM
ISSUED#29

Treatment  consisted  of
verbal communication, the
reading of poetry, listening to
music and the recitation of
prayers, including ones from
the holy books of other
which

designed to console and heal

nations, were

the patient.

Avestan  texts tell of

consultation among the
surgeons, herbalists and
psychiatrists, which indicates
a form of medical association
at the time. Referring to a
foreign physician when a
Persian one was at hand was
considered a sin, and a
physician’s fee for service
was based on the patient’s
income, while the fee for

treating a priest was his pious

blessing.
The first physician as
documented by Avestan

texts was Vivangahan,
followed by Abtin, Atrat and
Purshaspa. Mani, Roozbeh,
and Bozorgmehr are among
the other notable Persian
in the

physicians named

Avesta.

Credit for the establishment
of hospital and training

systems must be given to the

Culture

ancient Persians,

as they

founded the first teaching
hospital in  Gundishapur

where medical students
practiced on patients under
the supervision of physicians.
The international university,
in 271 AD by

Shahpour |, was a center of

founded

learning and study in the
fields  of
medicine. The age-old school

science  and

is still a center of knowledge
in Khuzestan Province in

southwestern Iran.

Gundishapur, mentioned in
Ferdowsi’s (935-1020 AD)
eternal epic Shahnameh
(Book of Kings), was located
near the city of Susa. It was
an important cultural and
scientific center of the
Sassanid era (226-652 AD)
and scholars from various
countries, one of whom was
Diogenes, studied different
fields including medicine at
the university. The library of
the university, known as the
‘city of Hippocrates’,
consisted of eight floors and
259 halls, containing an

estimated 400,000 books.

The university was a
gathering place for great

scientists and  physicians

from all civilizations of the
ancient world, a breeding
ground for ideas and

innovations. Medical science,

anatomy, dentistry,
astronomy,  mathematics,
philosophy, military
command, architecture,

agriculture and irrigation
were taught in Greek or
Syriac and later Pahlavi in the
school. Gundishapur
physicians were required to
pass special examinations to
obtain a license for practicing
medicine. This well-
organized medical institute
was operated by a director,
medical staff, pharmacists
and servants, and upon its
portal was engraved
“knowledge and virtue are
superior to sword and

strength.”

The Sassanid ruler Khosrow
Anushiravan (531-578 AD)
who took an interest in the
school and the advancement
of medicine sent the Iranian
physician Burzuyah to India
to obtain medical and
scientific books and translate
them into the Pahlavi

language.

In 550 AD, the world’s first

medical conference was held

& History

on Anushiravan’s order in
Ctesiphon. Hundreds of
mobeds and physicians
from Persia and other
attended this

congress, a historical event

countries

which Ferdowsi versified in

Shahnameh.

Gundishapur scholars and
graduates were appointed
to important governmental
positions. The minister of
health Dorostbod)

was chosen from among

(Iran

the best physicians, and the
minister of education (Iran
Farhangbod), was an
accomplished scholar of
philosophy, logic,

mathematics or psychology.

which
combined medical traditions

Iranian  medicine,
from Greece, Egypt, India
and China for more than
4,000 years,
foundation of the medical

became the
practices of  European
countries during the 13th
century.

Among the torchbearers of

ancient Persia’s scientific

heritage are Mohammad
Zakaria Razi, Abu Nasr Farabi,
Omar Khayyam and
Avicenna, who used this
knowledge to make further
discoveries of benefit to all

humankind.

Razi, known in the West as
Razes (865-925 AD), was
considered the father of
pediatrics and a pioneer of
neurosurgery and
ophthalmology. He
discovered and refined the
use of ethanol in medicine.
Farabi also known in the
West as Alfarabius (872-951

AD), is noted for his

contributions to psychology.
He wrote the first treatises

on social psychology.

Avicenna (980-1037 AD), a
prolific genius, introduced
systematic experimentation

into the study of physiology,

experimental medicine,
evidence-based  medicine,
clinical  trials, risk-factor
analysis, the idea of a
syndrome, and he
contributed to  clinical
pharmacology and
neuropsychiatry.  Khayyam

(1048-1131 AD) was a
renowned astronomer who
contributed to mathematics

and calendar reform.

These outstanding scholars
are among the many whose
names will forever shine in
the history of medicine and
science, and they will always
be revered by the Iranian
people.

These outstanding scholars
are among the many whose
names will forever shine in
the history of medicine and
science, and they will always
be revered by the Iranian
people.
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THE
ZOROASTRIAN
RENAISSANCE IN

IRAN
A STATEMENT FROM
THE EUROPEAN
ZOROASTRIAN
FOUNDATION

CONTINUED FROM
ISSUED#29
PART (I1)

In this Foundation, for the
past few years, up to 4,200
persons, about half women
and half men, mostly aged
between 20 and 45 years old,
have performed the Sedreh
Poushi ceremony with Dr
Khosro Khazai Pardis, the
director of the Foundation.
They have come from all over
Europe and Iran.
Bravely they ignore the
Islamic death penalty for
apostasy. We remind you
that this inhumane law was
approved by the Iranian
parliament in September
2008. It made official the
Islamic law called Sharia that
had been already in use since
1979.

number of

In consequence, a
converted
Iranians have been killed or
jailed, often for life. But their
desire to join Zoroastrianism
is so strong that it overcomes

the danger. They are the

vanguards of this glorious
and unprecedented Cultural
Revolution.

Our way of Sedreh Poushi,
based entirely on the Gathas,
book  of

Zarathustra, starts with the

the  sublime

following words:

O Mazda,

While in Your thoughts,

You created at the start body,
wisdom, and conscience for us,
and invoked life in us

and enabled us with words
and deeds,

You intended that we choose
our way of life and existential
doctrine as suit us

Thus, in this great moment of
choice, that | am brought,

in perfect freedom and
knowledge,

to choose the way of my life,

it is to You that | come.

Sedreh Poushi is a ceremony
during which the candidate,
who is over 15 years old,
chooses with knowledge and
full freedom to adopt
Zoroastrian values. For this
ceremony, that takes about
half an hour, candidates

(both male and female) dress

in a sort of white
shirt called a
sedreh, a pair of
trousers and a
white hat. They
also use a white

belt in cotton called a koshti.

During the ceremony, the
candidates repeat the words
that are uttered by the
performer, and tie three
knots in his or her belt when
the performer asks. Each
knot represents a promise
the candidate makes to fulfill
the words she or he is
uttering. After the ceremony,
each candidate drinks a cup
of wine to their success in
life. Then there is joyful
music and dance. Ahura
Mazda, Zarathustra’s God, is

the ultimate principle that

creates and unifies
everything  that  exists.
However, the different

elements of this existence or
this cosmos are not created
at random. They display a
basic order that is called Asha
(or Arta). The Gathas, the
sublime book of Zarathustra,
were originally in the Aryan
language, related to the east
of Iran. This language was
forgotten after the 4th
century BC, and discovered
and deciphered in 18th

century.

General

NATION’S FIRST
PARSI JUDGE
APPOINTED TO
LOS ANGELES

SUPERIOR COURT
By Sunita Sohrabji

Indian-American attorney

Firdaus Dordi has been
appointed by California’s
governor Jerry Brown to the
Los Angeles Superior Court.
Dordi is the nation’s first
Zoroastrian judge, according
to the South Asian Bar
Association. A former public
defender and co-founder of
the Dordi Williams Cohen law
firm, he is the fifth South
Asian state court judge in Los
Angeles. “I'm very thrilled to
have the opportunity to
serve in this capacity, serving
the public to
Dordi, 46, told

India-West. “As an immigrant,

promote
fairness,”
| have always felt very
fortunate in what my family
and | have been given by this
country. This is a wonderful
opportunity to give back to
the community,” he said,
adding that he has focused
his career on assisting people
who would otherwise not
have access to the legal
system. “I am fascinated by
the principles of fairness in

this country, and hope to

ensure that the rule of law
governs in every case,” he
said. On Jan. 18, Asian
Americans Advancing Justice’s
Los Angeles

Dordi with their

chapter will
honor
annual award for pro bono
work. Laboni Hoq, litigation
director at AAAJ, told India-
West: “I want to call this a
lifetime achievement award
for all of Firdaus’ pro bono
assistance.  “Firdaus  will
never say no, despite his busy
schedule and family life,”
said Hog. “He is a lovely
generous  person:  that
definitely shows in his work.”
Dordi served as a public
defender for more than 14
years in the Central District of
California before establishing
his firm in 2014. As a public
defender, he would frequently
reach out to AAAJ when his
clients  needed “wrap-
around” services, noted Hoqg.
The organization now reaches
out to Dordi primarily for
human trafficking cases, in
which a victim is often caught
up in being part of the
criminal activity in the
trafficking scheme. “He will
always work through the
tricky criminal issues with
me,” said Hog. The South
Asian Bar Association of
Southern California Public
Interest Foundation honored
Dordi in 2014 with its Public
Interest Award. Last year,
SABA-SC  again
Dordi with its 2016 Mentor of
the Year Vikas
Bhargava, president of SABA-

SC, told India-West: “Firdaus

honored

award.

was an obvious choice for the
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award.” SABA-SC launched

its  mentorship  program
about a decade ago, and
revamped it last year to

promote greater interaction

between a mentor and mentee,
said Bhargava, noting that —
formerly — the mentor/mentee
relationships would fall off
after about a month.
“Firdaus was amazing in
helping his mentee along,”
said Bhargava, noting that
SABA-SC was able to pair
Dordi with a fledgling
attorney interested in
criminal justice issues. Last
year, SABA-SC wrote a letter
to Governor Brown’s office
to advocate for a judgeship
for Dordi, according to
Bhargava, who noted that
Dordi has been active with
the South Asian community
for more than 15 years. Dordi
has volunteered extensively
with  the South Asian
Network, and — while there —
advocated for alternative
sentencing for the perpetrator
of a hate crime against three
South Asian victims. “He
advocated for restorative
justice rather than punishment,”
said Bhargava, noting that
the sentence allowed the
perpetrator to learn about
the South Asian American
community, with the aim of
not repeating his crime.
Dordi earned a Juris Doctor
degree from Loyola Law
School, Los Angeles, and a
Bachelor of Arts degree from
the University of California,
Santa Barbara. He has not yet
begun to serve, and has not

yet been assigned to a court.

HOW TAGORE
EULOGIZED THE
PROPHET

ZARATHUSTRA
BY
DR. DR. HOMI
DHALLA

13th,

marked the

November 2014,
101st
anniversary of the
announcement of
Rabindranath Tagore’s Nobel
Prize in Literature.

He was Asia’s first Nobel
Prize winner. His book
Gitanjali literally meaning
“An Offering of Songs” was
considered by judges to be
“profoundly sensitive, fresh
and beautiful”. He originally
penned the Jana Gana Mana,
a Poem, which was later
accepted as India’s National
Anthem.

This legendary man shall
always be remembered in
history for his  multi-
dimensional contribution as
a writer of stimulating
stories, plays and novels, an
outstanding  educator, a
renowned philosopher and a
significant music composer,
painter and choreographer.

What would be of immense
interest (to the Parsi
community) is the manner in
which Tagore immortalized
Prophet Zarathustra after
making a study of the Gathas.
Both Zarathustra and Tagore
were mystics of the highest
order — their mysticism came
spontaneously from the
depths of their soul. Both

enjoyed an intimate personal

General

try to keep men
bound with
regulation of external

observances.
Zarathustra was the
greatest of all the
pioneer prophets
who showed the path
of freedom to man,

the freedom of moral

relationship ~ with  their
cosmic beloved, which is the
quintessence of mysticism.

A few extracts from the
chapter on Prophet
Zarathustra from his book
The Religion of Man clearly
illustrate how Rabindranath
Tagore profoundly expounded
the contribution of Zarathustra
to world thought. Tagore
throws light on various
dimensions of Zarathustra’s
teachings, which are illuminating
and inspiring. He asserts:
“The first profound record of
the change of direction in
man’s religion we find in the
message of great Prophet in
Persia, Zarathustra, and as
usual it was accompanied by
a revolution. The most
important of all outstanding
facts of Iranian history is the
religious reform brought
about by Zarathustra. There
can be hardly any question
that he was the first man we
know who gave a definitely
moral character and direction
to religion and at the same
time preached the doctrine
of  monotheism, which
offered an eternal foundation of
reality to goodness as an
ideal of perfection. All

religions of the primitive type

choice, the freedom
from the blind obedience to
unmeaning injunctions, the
freedom from the
multiplicity of shrines which
draw our worship away from
the single-minded chastity of
devotion. “Zarathustra was
the first prophet who
emancipated religion from
the exclusive narrowness of
the tribal God, the God of a
chosen people and offered it
the Universal Man. This is a
great fact in the history of
religion.” To illustrate this,
Tagore quotes from Yasna
45.1 (translation D..Irani):
“Hearken unto me, Ye who
come from near and from
far! Listen for | shall speak
forth now; ponder well over
all things, weigh my words
with care and clear thought.
Never shall the false teacher
destroy this world for a
second time, for his tongue
creed

stands mute, his

exposed.” Tagore adds, “I
think it can be said without
doubt that such a high
conception  of  religion,
uttered in such a clear note
of affirmation with a sure
note of conviction that it is a
truth of the ultimate ideal of
perfection which must be

revealed to all humanity,

even at the cost of
martyrdom, is unique in the
history of any religion
belonging to such a remote
dawn of civilization. “The
ideal of Zorashtrian Persia is
distinctly ethical. It sends its
call to men to work together
with the Eternal Spirit of
Good in spreading and
maintaining ‘Kshathra’, the
kingdom of righteousness,
against all attacks of evil. This
ideal gives us our place as
collaborators with God in
distributing his blessings over
the world”. In this light,
Tagore quotes from the
Ahunavaiti Gatha

31.22) which states: “Clear is

(Yasna

this to the man of wisdom as
the man who carefully thinks;
He who upholds Truth with
all the might of his power, He
who upholds truth the
utmost in his words and
deeds, He, indeed, is Thy
most valued helper, O Mazda
Ahura! “Those surrounded
by believers in magical rites,
he proclaimed in those dark
days of unreason that
religion has its truth in its
moral significance, not in
external practices of
imaginary value; that its
value is in upholding man in
his life of good thoughts,
good words and good
deeds.” Tagore writes, “In
the primitive stage of
spiritual growth, when manis
dimly aware of the mystery
of the infinite in his life and
the world, when he does not
fully know the inward
character of his relationship

with his truth, his first feeling
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General

is either of dread or of a
greed of gain. This drives him
into wild exaggeration in
worship, frenzied convulsions of
ceremonialism. But in
Zarathustra’s teachings, which
are best reflected in the
Gathas, we have hardly any
mention of the ritualism of
worship. Conduct and its
moral motives have received
almost the sole attention.
The orthodox Persian form of
worship in ancient Iran
included animal sacrifice and
offering of haoma to the
daevas. That all this should
be discountenanced by
Zarathustra not only shows
his courage, but the strength
of his realization of the
Supreme Being as spirit.”
Tagore notes, “There was a
time when, along with other
Aryan peoples, the Persians
also worshipped the
elemental Gods of Nature,
whose favour was not to be
won by any moral duty
performed or service of love
(but to be won by sacrifices
and ceremonies)... Then
comes the great Prophet
(whose call) is a call to the
fighter, the fighter against
untruth, against all that lures
away man’s spirit from its
high mission of freedom into
the meshes of materialism.
“Such a message (as his)
always arouses the antagonism
of those whose habits have
become nocturnal, whose
vested interest is in the
darkness. And there was a
bitter fight in the lifetime of
the prophet between his
followers and the others who

were addicted to the

General

ceremonies that had
tradition on their side, and
not truth. “The active heroic
aspect of this religion reflects
the character of the people
themselves, who later on
spread conquests far and
wide and built up great
empires. They accepted this
world in all seriousness. They
had their zest in life and
confidence in their own
strength. Their ideal was the
ideal of the fighter. By force
of will and deeds of sacrifice
they were to conquer
‘haurvatat’ (welfare in this
world)  and ‘ameretat’
(immortality in the other).
For paradise has to be gained
through  conquest. That
sacred task is for the heroes,
who are to take the right side
(of good) in the battle and
the right weapons (of good
thoughts, good words and
good deeds).”

“....Zarathustra’s voice is still
a living voice, not alone a
matter of academic interest
for historical scholars who
deal with the facts of the
past; not merely the guide of
a small community of men in
the daily details of their life.
Rather, of all teachers,
Zarathustra was the first who
addressed his words to all
humanity, regardless of
distance of space or time...
But he was the watcher in the
night, who stood on the
lonely peak facing the East
and broke out singing the
paeans of light to the
sleeping world when the sun
came out on the brim of the

horizon.”

U.C. SAN DIEGO
NAMES SCIENCE
BUILDING ‘TATA
HALL FOR THE
SCIENCES’

On September 12th, U.C. San
Diego announced that the
new building for the divisions
of biological and physical
sciences has been named the

Tata Hall for the Sciences.

The naming of the building is
in recognition of a $70 million
gift provided by Tata Trusts in
2016 to create the Tata
Institute for Genetics and
Society, according to a

university news report.

The institute, which aims to
advance global science and
technology through socially-
conscious means to develop
solutions to some of the
more pressing global issues,
will be affixed to the fifth
floor of Tata Hall.

“It is my privilege to dedicate
this building in recognition of
the Tata Trusts’ leadership
and collaboration with U.C.

San Diego, and the Tata

family’s pioneering
philanthropy and singular
impact to bring about

societal change,” said U.C.
San Diego chancellor
Pradeep K. Khosla at the
naming event, according to

the university report.

“Tata Hall exemplifies U.C.
San Diego’s tradition of non-
tradition,

inspiring  cross-

disciplinary collaboration
among researchers and the
next generation of
innovators,” the Indian
American chancellor added.
“This building will embody
the spirit of the many shared
values of U.C. San Diego and
the Tata Trusts to benefit our

global society.”

The building is

under construction and is

currently

expected to be completed by
the fall of 2018, the report

noted.

“I am very proud of being
associated with this great
institution,” said Tata Trusts
chairman Ratan N. Tata, the
report noted. “What we are
doing is a big thing for
mankind in our part of the
world... and I look forward to
this involvement as just a
first part of what we can do

together.”

In addition to naming the
building Tata Hall, the
university also announced
four inaugural chair holders
of the Tata Chancellor’s

Endowed Professorships.

Among the chairs are Suresh
Subramani with the Tata
Chancellor’s Endowed
Professorship in molecular
biology, Ethan Bier with the
professorship in cell and

biology,

Karthik Muralidharam with a

developmental

professorship in economics,
and Anita Raj with a

professorship in medicine.

Source: Zoroastrians.net

Caption: Tata Trusts chair

Ratan Tata (center)
celebrated the building’s
dedication Sept. 12 with
UCSD chancellor Pradeep

Khosla (right) and members
of the new institute.

(ucsd.edu photo)
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