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Mazda [Wisdom]; is the Zarathustrian Deity or God.
Asho Zarathushtra Spitaman in the Gathas states that he is: Mantra/thought-provoker,
Religions, Culture, Social, Science, History, News... Zotar/invoker and Ratu/teacher. Zarathurstrians believe in Good Thoughts, Good Words,
and Good Deeds.

Topics:

Senior Editors:
The Zarathushtrian sacred text is called the Avesta. The five Gathas in the Avesta are the

Wielze Belivaimn Brelie very divinely inspired words of, Asho Zarathushtra Spitaman; the holiest of the holies. The
Shahrooz Ash Zarathushtrian vision is the first scientific view in terms of; ethics, metaphysics and
Nasrin Oribeheshti epistemology, dating back somewhere between 4 to 8 thousand years. According to

Mehrdad Mondegari Zarathushtra there is only one deity, Mazda/Wisdom worthy of: worship, praise and
celebration. True Zoroastrians follow the path of Asha (righteousness), one should choose
Authors/Writers to the right thing because it is right. Our belief teaches us to respect these four elements:
Water, Fire, Air and Earth because they sustain human life. Zarathushtra says that the
DR. DARYOUSH JAHANIAN . " . . o
AL A JAFAREY divine is present within each one of us and in all things. This divine flame should not be
contaminated, but sustained by good thoughts, good words and good deeds. In the

SWATI DESHPANDE
GAURAV SARKAR
FARROUKH JORAT

PROFESSOR KAIKHOSROV IRAN

FEREYDOON KARIM

HELENE DESMET-GREGOIRE

Avestan text Yasna 17.11, Zarathushtra expresses his beautiful thought by speaking of the
fire in all things, the fire within each one of us. If the divine is present in all of us, then one
must accept that Humans are divine, sacred and holy. In fact all beings with life are a
divine. Zarathushtra is the first person to advocate freedom of choice; this is why
Zarathushtra is known to be the father of free will.

SHAHROOZ ASH . . " ,
“Zoroastrianism has been identified as one of the key early events in the development of
hilosophy.”
Director and Publisher: P Py
California Zoroastrian Center (CZC) Blackburn, Simon (1994). The Oxford Dictionary of Philosophy. Oxford: Oxford University
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Editor Notes
Zoroastrians were the first historical people; German philosopher Hagel points out. The first
people to see Ahura-Mazda. They were the first to see Man with unlimited freedom, pre-
supposed freewill and determined to shape his own world and destiny as desired. This potential
gives man purpose; all things are possible because of Wisdom (Mazda). The Iranian story is a
tale of wisdom; an old wisdom demonstrated in the Gathas, Avesta and book- of-kings
(shahnameh), a story dating back to 6500 BC. The 5 Iranian dynastic eras: Pishdadiyan,
Kiyaniyan, Hakhamanesh, Ashkaniyans and Sissaniyan show events spanning over thousands
of years, documented by Iranian thinkers, scribes and poets. The message of the Avestan
history is, “make this world better to the point of perfection (Haurvatat).” It begins with Man
being endowed with Vohu-Mana (good mind with capacity to think and reason), there is direct
interaction between Vohu-Mana with Ahura-Mazda, ending with: perfection, immortality and
being God-like. This story becomes the soul of the oldest nation in history. The spirit of Iran in
the Book of Kings (Shahnameh) becomes a primal psyche for the citizens of the nation, it
becomes the identity. This memorial mental archetype tries to transform animal into man, and
then man into superhuman dignified with virtue and character. Freewill (Faravaraneh), Vohu-
Mana and Ahura-Mazda becomes existential to survival of Man; these are first blessings that
are self- evident to the identity. This story has been guarded by our people; many sacrificed
their lives so the story becomes immortal. This reward is from the land of righteous; self-
defines Iran (Aryan). Despite all the Druj (lies) and myths fabricated by our enemies denigrating
our identity; we have remained patience and steadfast. One of the key attribute of this identity
is Asha which makes our identity divine and sacred. The story lives because it makes life
meaningful. The Iranian metaphysics is first about science and philosophy; second about
ethics and making the world better; both original to the Iranian thinking and literature.
Religions are an ideology; all built on flowed foundations and will crumble as human
knowledge expands and we find answers to questions. Identity politics based on religion, tribe,
gender and race will lead to conflict and disaster as we have seen in past and recent times. We
have seen racial genocide committed by religions lacking the culture of tolerance, lacking this
intrinsic or innate value. We have also experienced political genocide because of flowed
ideology; a recent example was: Marx, Lenin and Trotsky committing the most atrocious
crimes, over 110 Million losing their lives in Europe because of socialism and communism.
Liberal democracy is an ideology that abandons values to an extreme that allows each person
to view ethics in a subjective way without regards for the community at large. These systems
are all broken and defective. We have our own formula and recipe that has proven good results.
Iranians tell a story of pragmatic wisdom, an intelligent insight into the real world and accept
its realities; it is real and not a fantasy story, why? The answer is found in the Amesha-Spenta
and especially in the manifestation of Vohu-Khshathra (good governance and civics) based on
Vohu-Mana and Asha as opposed to tradition and superstition. This is how we make the world
fresh; this is the wisdom of Zartosht and Iran-Zamin, a set of principal that we call Amesha-

Spenta; the humanity in our history has yielded health and happiness.

California Zoroastrian
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ZARATHUSHTRA

BY:
DR. DARYOUSH
JAHANIAN
Zarathushtra lived in a

polytheistic society where the
early Indo-Iranian tribes
worshiped many gods, called
Daevas, and during the
ceremonies they used blood
sacrifice  and drank wisdom-
wasting juice, Haoma. People
were ruled by regional rulers,
Kavis, and the religious leaders,
Karapans, who had unified their
forces and exploited the hard-
working people under duress.
Zarathushtra stood against the
corrupt rulers by the power of
words of wisdom and after many
years of endeavor, brought
changes to the religio-political
structure of the society. First he
called Daevas, the creations of
evil mind and after denial of
Daevas, he introduced the
concept of one Universal God,
Ahura Mazda, the Lord of Life and
Wisdom. He taught that Ahura
Mazda is the creator and
sustainer of the material and
spiritual world who is absolutely
good and no evil emanates from
Him. Ahura Mazda is omniscient,
omnipresent and omnipotent and
is to be realized in the mind (inner
sight, mind's eyes). By the hymns
of praise, we can draw God's
attention, but the best act of
worship is conduct of good deeds.
These men and women are
recognized by God and we praise
them  wherever they are.
Zarathushtra condemned blood
sacrifices and use of Haoma juice
in worship ceremonies and
declared, the best gifts to be
dedicated to Ahura Mazda are
fruits of good thoughts, good
words and good deeds with love.
Ahura Mazda is an abstract entity
that comprises the highest moral
and spiritual values matched by
perfect humans. Every man and
woman, by attaining these values
or Divine attributes, can become

God-like and immortal. A perfect

Cover Sheet

human, indeed is the mirror
of God. The
attributes in later Avesta are
God is
manifested by those attributes:
Vohu Manah: Wisdom or Good
Thinking; Asha Vahishta: Best
righteousness, Universal order,
Truth and Justice; Khshathra

Vairya: The best rule, Chosen

image Divine

called Amesha Spenta.

dominion, Self-control; Aramaity:
Peace, Spiritual relief and Love,
Haurvatat: Perfection, evolution,
Wholeness; Ameratat:
Immortality. The Divine attributes
are the means of approaching
God and the gifts of God to
mankind. But the concept of an
independent entity of absolute
evil and vice (the devil or Satan in
Abrahamic religions) does not
exist in Zarathushtra's scheme of
divinity. The word, Angra Mainyu
does not appear in the Gathas,
and only first appears in later
Avesta. Thus, there is no devil to
be feared or worshiped out of fear
in the Gathas, and there is no
destructive entity to stand against
constructive God, Ahura Mazda.
Of note, there is no mention of
the devil or demon in the
Achaemenian inscriptions. So,
where does this source of
misunderstanding about the
divine dualism originate, even
though he does not believe in the
existence of devil or a bad god.
Zarathushtra teaches that at the
moment of choice, those who
adhere to Spenta Mainyu (Good
mind or benevolent spirit) will
choose aright and generate true
living, Life, or the state of being
alive and living. But the ones, who
turn away from Spenta Mainyu,
will be overcome by the other
Mainyu, Angra Mainyu, choose
wrong, and bring un-life, non-
existence. Un-life has been coined
by Zarathushtra to explain the
sate of being alive but not really
living, or a life captivated by
ignorance, aggression and
oppression. The word un-life, by
some authors, has been
translated to death and
mistakenly  interpreted that
Zarathushtra is talking about two

gods, one is the good god or the

creator of life and the other is bad
god who brings death. One should
be reminded that Spenta Mainyu
which reflects the creativity of
God is shared by humans. By
Spenta Mainyu, we can create
poetry, compose songs, design
buildings, invent and make
discoveries. Also by the same
faculty, we can recognize God,
attain the Divine attributes and
achieve evolution. But only
humans possess Angra Mainyu
which is not independent of mind.
We can conclude that dualism of
Gathas is moral and ethical, not
divine one.
As Ahura Mazda is universal God,
the teachings of Zarathushtra are
global doctrine. They transcend
the barriers of race, gender, caste,
ethnicity or nationality.
Zarathushtra addresses men and
women equally and in two verses
women are called first.
Zarathushtra, in several verses
declares that Kavis (rulers) and
Karapans (priests), have unified
forces and exploit the hard
working people under duress. He
campaigns against the corrupt
rulers and priests and he sets two
conditions. First, all men and
women should participate at will;
second, it should be a peaceful
movement; as he recommends:
withhold anger, keep hatred far
away and avoid violence. The
objective is that at the end, good
rule prevails and a new tyranny
avoided. His final goal is to
establish the Chosen Dominion
(Khshathra Vairya), which is not
imposed but is to be chosen. In
this dominion, the virtuous men
and women, by good mind will
choose their state (material,
(Ahu), and

spiritual leader (Ratu), separately,

worldly) leader
for their quality of righteousness.
So that justice prevails and the
meek and honest oppressed will
rehabilitate. The reward of this
dominion is peace. Of note, the
material leader (Ahu) and spiritual
leader (Ratu) are chosen, but they
function separately. This is the
foundation of modern democracy
as envisioned by Zarathushtra

3800 years ago.

Finally, it is well known that the
three principles of Zoroastrian
religion are good thoughts, good
words and good deeds, but after
studying the Gathas, it becomes
evident that the central core of
the teachings is liberty and
freedom of choice which cover all
aspects of human rights. They
include: choice of religion,
freedom of expression, choice of
leader as well as spouse, and
freedom to choose the ideal
Divine Dominion, called the
Chosen Dominion. Zarathushtra
recommends that even his
teachings should not be followed
blindly; men and women should
ponder by bright mind (wisdom
and conscience) and decide to
choose or reject. It is significant
that even God is not imposed on
man, because it is man who
chooses God by conduct of good
deed. Based on liberty and
freedom of choice, every man and
woman can make decisions and
his/her

Accordingly, no one is

determine destiny.
condemned by pre-ordained fate
and there is no room for blind
obedience and slavery. Today, it is
generally believed that
Zarathushtra lived around 1767
BCE in north-eastern Iranian
plateau, and because of his
teachings, some Indo-Iranians
migrated to the Sind valley. It has
been estimated that this great
migration has taken place
between 1500 to 1700 BCE. The
Avestan language is related to
Sanskrit, the language of Hindu
Vedas. The Gathas consist of 17
chapters scattered among 72
chapters of Yasna. They are in the
form of poem and linguistically
older than other parts. In the late
19th century, the Gathas were
identified by Dr. Martin Haug.
Today actually all Avestan
scholars agree that the Gathas
have been composed by
Zarathushtra. Zoroastrians live as
minorities in India, Pakistan, Iran
and Middle East. There are
Zoroastrian communities in west
Europe and North America.
Recently Iragi Kurdistan has been

home to growing number of

Zoroastrians. The Zoroastrians in

India and Pakistan are known as
Parsis. They have been influential
in modernizing India by founding
universities, industries and
nuclear plants.
After conquest of Babylonia in
539 BCE by Cyrus the great and
liberation of the Jewish captives,
the Zoroastrians and Jews came in
contact. Zoroastrian theological
ideas influenced and shaped the
formation of modern beliefs of

Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.

Ahura Mazda is a universal God
who is absolutely good and no evil
emanates from Him. He has no
opponent and there is no
destructive entity standing
against the constructive God,
Ahura Mazda. No devil or Satan
exists in Zarathushtra's mindset.
There are two mentalities that
shape the two paths of life, one is
benevolent or Spenta Mainyu, the
other, malevolent or Angra
Mainyu. At the moment of choice,
all should adhere to benevolent
spirit and there should be no
compromise in the choice. The
world is the scene of battle
between the forces of good and
evil. Humans should be active in
defeating the forces of evil, such
as oppression, aggression,
injustice and ignorance. Those
who actively participate in this
battle are called friends and
companions of God, Urvato. By
following the three principles of
humata, hukhta, huvarshta or
good thoughts, good words, good
deeds, the Zoroastrians consider
thinking, speaking and doing good
to others, are religious

obligations.
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INDIANAMERICA
N JOURNALIST
MEHER TATNA

RE-ELECTED
PRESIDENT OF
HOLLYWOOD

FOREIGN PRESS

ASSOCIATION

SOURCE:
INDIAWEST.COM

Journalist Meher Tatna has

been re-elected president of
the Hollywood Foreign Press
Association for the 2018-2019
year.

Tatna, who oversaw the

successful 75th edition of the

Golden Globes, ran
unopposed.
The Indian-American

executive had succeeded
outgoing president Lorenzo

Soria in June 2017.

Tatna will preside over the
group’s annual Golden Globe
Awards, co-produced with

Dick Clark Productions, with

the 76th version set for
January, according to
Deadline.

Tatna was born in Mumbai,
India, and moved to the U.S.
where she received a degree in
economics from Brandeis
University in Massachusetts.
She has been a member of the
HFPA since 2002 and
has served in its
administration for
the past 12 vyears,
including as vice
president  (2015-
2017), treasurer
(2007-2009, 2013-
2015), and
executive secretary
(2005-2007, 2009-

2011).

She has previously
written for various
publications in
India, and currently
writes for Singapore
daily, The New
Paper.

The Hollywood
Foreign Press
Association is a
group of

international
journalists based in
Southern  California  who
distribute news about
television and film to
publications around the world.
The members of the
Hollywood  Foreign  Press
Association represent some 55
countries with a combined
readership of more than 250
Their

include leading newspapers

million. publications
and magazines in Europe, Asia,
Australia/New Zealand and

Latin America.

WZ0O GRAND
PATRON AND
WORLD’S
LONGEST-
SERVING
PAKISTANI
AMBASSADOR
JAMSHEED
MARKER PASSES
AWAY

SOURCE:
THE WORLD
ZOROASTRIAN
ORGANIZATIO

Patron and

veteran Pakistani diplomat
Jamsheed K. Marker passed
away in Karachi, the morning

of 21 June, 2018.

Abdullah
Hussain Haroon of Pakistan,

Foreign Minister
while expressing deep sorrow
over the sad demise of
Ambassador Marker, said,
“Pakistan has lost a true and

noble son and a brilliant icon.”

News

The veteran diplomat was
listed in the Guinness Book of
Records as having been
“ambassador to more
countries than any other

person”.

He was Pakistan’s top envoy to
the United States and more
than a dozen other countries
for more than three decades
and earned the distinction as
the “world's longest-serving

ambassador”.

A recipient of the Hilal-e-

Imtiaz, Pakistan’s second
highest civilian award, Marker
was also an accomplished
cricket commentator and was
Urdu,

Gujarati, French, German and

fluent in  English,
Russian. He is survived by his

daughter and wife.

Marker's funeral ceremony
will be held at 3:30pm in Bath
Island, Karachi, after which his
body will be taken to the
Tower of

Mehmoodabad.

Silence in

We at the WZO offer our
sincere condolences to the

family.

May his soul rest in eternal
peace in Garothman Behest,
and may his exemplary life

inspire future generations.

RESTAURANT
MADE OF
ENTIRELY OUT
OF SALT CLEANS
POLLUTED AIR

SOURCE:
TREEHUGGER

When we think of salt, we

think of it as a way to season
our food. But for the Iranian
Emtiaz Designing Group, salt
was the main material for a
new kind of eco-friendly
building, the Salt Restaurant of
Shiraz in southern Iran, where
the walls, tables and even the
stairs are covered with a salty
coating. Best of all, this layer of
salt helps to clean the polluted
air of the city, while also giving
this eatery a distinctive

identity.

Inspired by local and naturally-
occurring salt caves, Emtiaz
wanted to create a design that
reflected the area’s distinctive
salt mines and the Marharloo
salt lake of Shiraz. They
explain:

“In this particular case, the

walls, structural sculptures
and ceilings are made from
salt sourced from the nearby
salt mines and salt lake of
Shiraz which was mixed with
natural gum to harden it. Salt
is a natural disinfectant and
the ions it releases also purify

and filter the air, making it the
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ancient idea that salt

has healing powers:

“Salt suffers a bad
reputation in
gastronomy thanks to
its overuse in most
diets,

most people are not

meaning that

aware of its astonishing

healing powers. But, in

perfect material for a

restaurant.”

We assume that the natural
gums protect the salt from
being washed away by rain.
Salt powder and rock were
used to make most of the
surfaces, which curve and
sweep, to mimic the real thing.
To up the eco-friendly factor,
recycled soda cans were used
to fashion quirky chairs and
the stair treads going up to the
second floor.

Historically, we know salt was
valuable, having even been
once used as currency (hence
the phrase “worth one’s salt”).
But in addition to promoting
their unique idea of green
building using locally relevant
materials, the architects are

also trying to revive the

fact, salt has been
known as a powerful health
remedy since ancient times,
especially for respiratory

health and detoxification. In

many ways, these two
functions are the foundation
of overall health. Even
Hippocrates prescribed salt
water inhalation therapy for
bronchial and

lung

disorders.”

Flowing
organically in
form and
clever inits use
of materials,
Shiraz’'s  salt
restaurant is a

surprising
interpretation
of what
modern green
building might

look like.

SHARIF
UNIVERSITY’S
MANNEQUIN
ROBOT AMONG

TOP EIGHT
SOURCE:
TEHRAN TIMES

The mannequin robot of Sharif
University of  Technology
ranked among the top eight in
the ICSR 2017 Robot Design
Competition in
Meghdari,

Center of Excellence in Design,

Japan. Ali
Director of the

Robotics and Automation at
Sharif

Technology, said “Twenty-two

University of

countries attended the 9th
International Conference on
Social Robotics which was held
last week in Tsukuba, Japan.
The ROMA robot mannequin
of  Sharif
Technology ranked among the

University  of

top eight robot designs and
received the memorial award.

“ROMA is the first Iranian
mannequin robot designed
and produced by the students
Sharif
University of Technology,” he

added. “An attractive and

and professors at

unique design, kinetic abilities,
humanoid joints in the neck,
shoulders and elbows, 360-
degree rotation of the torso
and movement controlling and
programing through Android
Apps are some of the features
of this robot.” He added, “The
ROMA mannequin robot can
also be programmed to carry

out different kinetic scenarios

News

consecutively, has access to
artificial intelligence and can
identify customers, move
toward them and play an
audio message, welcoming the
customer and introducing the

clothing item to them.”

ZOROASTRIAN
PRIEST BACKS
PETITION

AGAINST METRO

BY: SWATI
DESHPANDE

SOURCE:
TIMES OF INDIA

The Metro 3, if allowed to run

under two Atash Behrams in

Mumbai, would breach the
spiritual circuit and it will be a
“complete desecration”, said a
fully ordained priest, Ervad
Parvez Bajan, in an affidavit
before the Bombay High Court

in September.

Read out by senior counsel
Navroz Seervai, representing a
few Parsi professionals
seeking a realignment of the
Metro 3 route, the affidavit
sought to set out the
“extremely  high  spiritual
significance of the protective
circuits concerning the
premises of an Atash Behram
which houses the highest

grade holy fire.”

Bajan, a priest since 1962, said
if a tunnel passes under the
Atash Behram, “it will be
desecrated... lost forever to
the Zoroastrian community.”
“The whole procedure of
Atash

intended to

consecration of an
Behram s
generate a divine field, a
spiritual force, circuits of
sacred energies which have
divine tasks to perform...,” the

affidavit said.

It added that the Atash
Behram “comprises the land,

entire precinct and edifice, not
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just the sanctum sanctorum,
and the
MMRCL's reply said:

boundaries.”

“It is submitted that although
the authorities described the
consecration of Atash Behram
in full detail, no claim has been
made by the author that the
passing of a tunnel line

through the fire temple will

desecrate it.”

COMING SOON:
PARSI
ZOROASTRIAN
GUARDS OF THE
HOLY FIRE

BY: GAURAV SARKAR

SOURCE:
MID-DAY.COM

To take care of Parsi fire
temples across the country
and fight for the preservation
of their sanctity if need be,
solicitor Berjis Desai has
floated the idea of forming a
body whose primary function
would exclusively be to guard
the interests and needs of

agiaries.

Desai, who is one of the
petitioners praying to the
Bombay High Court not to
allow Metro-lll underground
tunnels under the sacred
Atash Behrams, suggested the

formation of the body in an

article he wrote for a
community newspaper
recently.

This body, which will be
completely devoid of any kind
of politics, would be known as
the Parsi Zoroastrian Guards of
the Holy Fire (PZGHF). Desai
believes instead of having a
knee-jerk or “often-delayed

response to a crisis situation

facing a consecrated holy fire,
it is prudent to have a
dedicated body, keeping a

I”

constant vigi

Desai says contributions would
be sought to get the ball rolling
for PZGHF, “Initially, | think
some of us will contribute to
create a corpus of Rs 2 crore
after which we will get
donations from NRI Parsis. The
money will be used if an agiary
is in a state of disrepair or if it
requires the services of a
part-time mobed [who will be
paid by PZGHF] to tend to the
fire. The idea is to have a body
that will ensure fire temples
are not facing problems.”

Desai makes it clear that
PZGHF will steer completely
clear of politics. “It will be
pure service and those who
want to join and offer their
services will be welcome to do

”

SO.

Structural engineer Jamshed
Sukhadwalla, who
handedly fought the battle

against the Metro-lll tunneling

single-

in its early stages, has been
requested by Desai to be one
of the seven trustees on the
PZGHF board. Sukhadwalla
says that forming such a body
is the need of the hour, but it
will take some time to
crystallize: “The idea [to form
PZGHF] is Berijis’s but we have
detailed

discussion on the matter. It

not yet had a
will be taken up at an
appropriate time. Fact is, such
things should have happened
over three years ago, but

better late than never.”

Desai said, “By the time PZGHF
is up and running, it will be at
least another six to nine
months. It should be properly
funded by the beginning of the

next financial year.”

News

JOURNEY TO THE
LAND OF FIRE

BY:
FARROUKH JORAT
WZO’S LIFE MEMBER
BAKU, AZERBAIJAN

In September, 2018 group of
Zoroastrians (Kersi Shroff and
Ardeshir Dehmobed from US,
Kobad Zarolia from Canada
and Soonu Engineer from UK)
visited a number of
outstanding monuments of
heritage in
Azerbaijan:  Atashgah  of
Khinalig (the highest Atashgah
in the world), dakhma of
Sohub (the highest dakhma in
the world) and so called
“Atash Chashma”.

Zoroastrian

Khinalig Atashgah is the
highest Atashgah in the world.
The village of Khinalig in Guba
(Quba) district is located deep
in the Greater Caucasus
Mountains of Azerbaijan. Itis 5
km from the village at an
altitude of 9000 feet located.
This Atashgah has natural
burning flame; the structured
was restored in 2016 by World

Zoroastrian Organization.

Zoroastrian visitors came at
night and pray Atash Niyayesh.
The unusual location of the
temple and the surrounding
setting creates an atmosphere
that is perfect for spirituality.

Sohub Dakhma is the highest
dakhma in the world. Some
forty kilometers to the east of
Khinalig village as the crow
flies, near the village of Sohub,
is the location of a dakhma
with fragments of human
skeletons. This Dakhma s
called “Dev Gala” (meaning
Devil Tower) and was

abandoned 1000 years ago.

Atash Chashma is also an
Atashkadeh  with

burning flame, but instead of

natural

gas flow there is the spring
with burning water. Such
temples dedicated to Apam
Napat, a Zoroastrian deity
connected with water and fire.
Local people called it “Yanar
bulag” (“Burning spring”). The
ruins of Atash Chashma is
located in the Aghstafa district
of  Azerbijan, Zoroastrian

visitors

came

and prayed
there.
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“DAEVA” IN THE
GATHAS AND
LATER AVESTA

BY:
ALl A. JAFAREY

Let me begin by quoting the
very popular and very good
Wikipedia: (Latin

pronunciation:

“Deus
[de:ws]) is
Latin for "god" or "deity". Latin
deus and divus "divine", are
descended from Proto-Indo-
European *deiwos, from the
same root as *Dyéus, the
reconstructed chief god of the
Proto-Indo-European
Greek

Zeus (ZgU¢ zdeus; Aeolic Greek

Aglc dels) and Sanskrit &

pantheon. Compare

deva.

In Classical Latin, deus
(feminine dea) was a general
noun referring to a deity, while
in technical usage a divus or
diva was a figure who had
become divine, such as a
divinized emperor. In Late
Latin, Deus came to be used
mostly of the Christian God. It
was inherited by the Romance
languages in French dieu,
Spanish dios, Portuguese deus,
Italian dio, Lithuanian
Dievas (Latvian Dievs, Prussian
Deiwas), Germanic Tiwaz
(seen in English "Tuesday")
and the related Old Norse
Tivar (gods), and Latin deus
"god" and divus "divine", from

which the English words

"divine",  "deity", French
"dieu", Portuguese '"deus",
Spanish "dios" and Italian
"dio", also "Zeys/Zelg" -

"Dias/Alag", the Greek father

of the gods, are derived.”>>

We see “deva” in Sanskrit,
Avesta’s twin sister, included

in the above list. It is “daéva”

in Avesta. Both
Avesta and
Sanskrit provide us
with its root “div —
to  shine.” It,
therefore, means

“shining.” It is with

such a meaning
that the Indo-
Europeans called

their gods and
goddesses as

“shining.”

“ Daéva/deva” is

masculine and
“daevi/devi”
feminine. It may

be added that the
Indo-Iranians used
this term for the
gods and
goddesses that
could be seen
and/or physically felt: The
bright sky, the brilliant sun, the
shining moon, the glittering
stars, the thundering clouds,
the flowing water, the blowing
wind and the blooming earth.
They were deities. Those that
could not be seen or felt but
exist were “ahura/asura -
existing, essence” from “ah/as
- to be, to exist.”
Righteousness, friendship,
power, kindness and more
were ahura/asura. These too
were deities. In fact, Varuna,
the chief god of morality and
social affairs in the Rig Veda, is
the top Asura. The Indo-
Iranians had many deities,
each governing and directing
his/her own territory. The Rig
Veda has some 33 deities and
the edited Yashts of the Later
Avesta have about 40 of them
under the new name of

“yazata.”

Meanwhile, Zarathushtra
arises and his search and
research leads him to know

and recognize only one GOD.

He calls his recognition as
“Mazda -
Super-Intellect.” He

Super-wisdom,
retains
the Indo-lranian term of
“Ahura -
because the Super Intellect
exists. Henceforth, GOD, the
Creator, the Maintainer, the

Being, Essence”

Caretaker and the Promoter of
the Universe is, throughout
the Iranian and Zoroastrian
culture, Mazd3,
Ahura, Mazda Ahura, Ahura
Mazda in the Gathas, the
Sublime Songs of Zarathushtra
and as Ahura Mazda in the

called as

Later Avesta, Auramazda in
Old Persian,
and Hormozd in

Ohrmazd in
Pahlavi
Persian.
Zarathushtra is the first
monotheist.

Historically,

Zarathushtra does not call any
deity by the title of “ahura,”
and therefore, has “daeva”
applied to all imaginative
deities. He uses the term for
10 times as plural and twice as
a part of compound-words (for
plurals Songs 2.4, 3.6, 5.1, 5.3,

5.5, 7.5, 9.20, 10.11, 13.1 and

14.4, and for
compounds 3.6
and 5.4).

One significant
point is that the
Master Poet
makes use of the
synonym of “div —
to deceive.”

Therefore,
instead meaning
the “the Shining,”
it means “the
Deceitful” in the

Sublime Songs.

The gist of the
twelve time
mention is that all
the Indo-Iranian
deities are
imaginations and
therefore false;

false deities have
been created by the cruel
minds; belief in false gods
provides opportunity to rulers
and priests to delude people
and gain power; their believers
are deluded; it has made them
furious and harmful, the
Divine Message of
Zarathushtra is teaching the
entire nation to give up the
false gods; those who deny
false deities are wise and
beneficial to the society;
righteousness peacefully wins
over the wrong done by the
followers of false deities; and
turns them into wise,
progressive, peaceful and
beneficial members of an

advancing world society.

We have now come to the
period of the so-called Later
Avesta. The scriptures are
edited and authored by the
priests of the Institutionalized

Zoroastrianism.

Zarathushtra states that the
daevas are  imaginations
created by the religious and

ruling leaders in order to

exploit and oppress the simple
laity; the Later Avesta says that
the daevas are real and are
furiously against Ahura Mazda
and his pantheon of Amesha
Spentas and Yazatas. The
Gathic anghra mainyu, the
human and only human
retarding mentality has been
aggrandized to be the chief
adversary of Ahura Mazda.
Anghra Mainyu has created
the daevas to have his army to
fight Ahura Mazda and his
pantheon. With

Mainyu opposed to Ahura

Anghra

Mazda, each of the Amesha
Spentas and Yazatas has

his/her own adversary.

Additionally they number in
thousands and thousands.
They are are evil, wicket and
destructive. The war goes on
Mazda, the

pantheon and the righteous

until  Ahura

people destroy Anghra Mainyu
and his army. The world will,

then, become ideal.

Incidentally, when we see that
“daeva” means “demon” in
the Later Avesta, “asura” turns
into “demon” in the later
Sanskrit literature. What a

reaction!

To conclude this brief essay,
we observe that while the
Later Avesta and later Sanskrit
scriptures have maintained, in
an evolved form, their
imagination of daeva/deva
and ahura/asura, Zarathushtra
stands high in his Divine
Message of unique
monotheism, orderly and
progressing  universe, the
Primal Principles of Existence
on this good earth, good
wisdom, increasing
knowledge, freedom, equality
and many more positive
factors that make our life

good, better and best.
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WHAT IS THE
ZARATHUSHTRI
COMMITMENT?

AUTHOR:
PROFESSOR
KAIKHOSROV IRANI

The doctrine we can obtain
Gathic

verses is what one might call

clearly from the

a 'Religious Vision'. By that
we mean that the religious
conception offers not stories
about gods, nor prescriptions
imposed by God, nor again
God's  will
history. The religious vision,

manifested in

here, is a 'View of the World',
i.e. a perspective from which
one may view the world such
that it leads one to a 'Way of
Life' .The fusion of the two

constitutes a religious vision.

The Gathic vision portrays
the world in radically moral
terms, that is, it sees a good
world contaminated with
evil. The 'good' here is taken
to be the perfect design of
the world, called Asha, the
Truth. This, the ideal truth, is
the divinely given good,
acting in accordance with
which is 'Right Action'. One
who chooses to live thus is
called an ashavan. Any
individual can live such a life,
since we are all equipped
with the 'Good Mind' (Vohu
Mana) which is the intrinsic
power to reveal to us how
Asha applies to any situation.
Thus acting to implement
Asha, as disclosed by Vohu
Mana is the resulting ideal
way of life. This is what
Zarathushtra asked humanity
to live by. It is the
Mazdayasni faith he

Humanity

preached. of course,
religious institutions usually
embrace more than religious
vision; they develop rituals
and social practices, often
based on legendary histories
and myths, cosmogonic and

historical.

Rituals

developed naturally, some
having a clear ritualization of
the religious vision, and some
not. For example, the
initiation (navjote) ritual is
one where the initiate
declares his/her choice of the
worthy way of life- a life of
good thought, word and
deed. Similarly, the marriage
ceremony over and above
being a declaration of mutual
commitment to each other, is
also a joint commitment to

Asha.

When you look at one of the
high rituals of the
Zarathushtrian church -the
Yazeshne ceremony -the
recitation of the 72 ha's of
the Yasna are recited when
the haoma juice is extracted,
the relation of the ritual to
the original vision is quite
obscure. This ceremony of
high sanctity has been
maintained by an inviolable
tradition, because of the
historical association with
the pre-Zarathushtra

concept of religiosity

involving haoma, even
though the ritual is unrelated
to the vision of Zarathushtra.
It will thus be performed less
and less, and may in time
disappear, which would be a
should

attempt to preserve at least

loss. Hence one

that part of
the Yasna that is related to

the original vision.

The principle for evaluating
tradition, obvious to all
rational human beings is this:
the primary focus of the faith
must be clearly recognized
and explicitly preserved, as
well as the ideals that
emerge from it. Rituals and
social practices must be seen
to be

articulation, veneration, or

related to the

reinforcement of the primary
articles of faith. Notice what
is, and what is not being
suggested. Not the
abandonment of ritual or
social practice, nor
replacement of the same, but
their adaptation so that they
may become significant to
the contemporary mind and
conscience, and in that form,
live in the minds and hearts
of believers. Rituals and
social practices must live as
meaningful and pleasant
aspects of one's life, and not

become the repetitive

residues of an

uncomprehended past.

The application of the
principle of adaptation to

social practices .of the

group
divisive discourse. This is

religious evokes
because the
Zarathushtrian
community after the
loss of its empire had
to live in a tribal
society framework,
both in Iran and in
The tribal
feature of the

India.

religious outlook

implies that a
person requires a
religion by birth. This may
well have been the case with
Iranians of the  pre-
Zarathushtra period, as it was

with the Vedic Indians.

By contrast, Zarathushtra

offers his message to
humanity. According to him
the religious vision is
accepted by the believer, a
human being, upon
reflection and an explicit act
of choice. This, of course, is
no secret. It is declared by
each initiate at that
ceremony in the recitation of
the Jasa me
Mazda.
scripture is the universality of
the faith

compromised the least bit.

avanghahe

Nowhere in the

denied or

Now, if a person accepts the
vision of Zarathushtra and
considers himself/herself a
believer in that faith, such a
relation is one between the
believer and God. The crucial
social issue is this: How

should such a person be

received by the
Zarathushtrian community,
i.e., have him/her be

welcomed, allowed, or
excluded from participating

in its ritual life?

As far as | can see, to disallow
such a person is contrary to
the position of the theology,
and violating the intent and
spirit of Zarathushtra. | know,
however, that there are
some members of the
community who  would
disagree. That could be only
on grounds of traditionalism,
even though it runs counter

to the theology! Here we see

the pernicious
manifestations of
traditionalism; the

maintaining of the tradition

even when it has run amok.

In the atmosphere of cross
winds of opinions, what is, or
should be the

commitment of a

what

Zarathushtrian?

This is how | construe the
teachings of the prophet,
who calls upon us in social
situations to be "healers of
existence." Instead of
repeating one's position, one
should try to justify it, not by
involving just tradition, but
by formulating the core of
the prophet's teaching, and
which policy

alternative is consistent with

examine

it. The discussion is to be
governed by understanding
and reason (Vohu Mana) and
with exchange of reasons
and insights (Spenta Armaiti).
This, | take it, is Hukhta,

exchange in good words.

These individual and social
attitudes .and resolutions
may be taken rationally to be
what this writer considers
the 'Zarathushtrian

Commitment’
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HAWRAMAN
PARLIAMENT
SOURCE:
AWENE.COM,
TRANSLATED

BY:
DR. FARAYDOON
KARIM

These people are called
Hawramee. They are
Zoroastrians. They have
revolted more than 29
times against rules of Islam
since the time of Omer Ibn
Alkhatab, the
Caliph of Islam. They have
kept their

traditions and practices.

second

religious

The pictures below show
their parliament building
and cities, which are about
1,900 years old, carved
from the mountain and
covered with wood to hold
the roof strong. In the past
they used candles and
other sources for lighting.
These days, they have
electricity in the hall for
lighting. Hawramee people
still practice the culture
Xshathra

(government). Parliament

and way of

members must include 31
women. The remaining 50
of them are men. The
grand meeting of the
parliament is in the month
of February, just before
Nowruz. They decide on
things that must be done

for the entire year.

Then they have the next
meeting after the Nowruz

celebration. This meeting is

called the Justice meeting or
Daad Anjuman. They elect
the new members of the
parliament, which is called
Anjuman. The house is called
the house of Peeri Shalyar.
They discuss the problems
and issues of all the villages in
the Hawraman area, and

they are many.

Two days before the grand
meeting, they have
interesting rituals. They all
gather with beautiful music
and songs praising the Ahura.
People come from all around
to witness this great event.
The festivities start with
children of Hawraman, as
symbols of the future. They
go door to door early in the

General

morning for Claw
Rechna, which means
treats in hats. They
knock on doors and
people come out to
give them sweets like
dry grapes and nuts.
Then the
donate food and meet

houses

to make a big feast for
the entire city. After
that, they all go out
celebrating,  singing
praise to God, with beautiful
songs and collective music
playing. After those two
days, parliament meets to
discuss all existing issues and
make plans for the next year,
starting from Nowruz. After
the meeting, everyone goes
back to their lives, working
according to the plan and

helping each other.

In the past, not everyone
knew how to read and write.
The election was conducted
according to the people of
Hawraman in a very
interesting way. Every
person who ran for
parliament assigned a fruit
(or something similar) to
himself. For instance, one
was a fig,
another a
walnut or a
raisin, and so
on. Then people
put a walnut, a
fig,
pomegranate or
other relevant
object in the
basket. Then the
objects were
counted,
deciding  who
had won
membership of

the parliament.

THIS IS NOT
IRAN; THIS IS
ARGENTINA

BY:
JACQUELINE
SAPER, VIA

PERSIAN
HERITAGE

| recently escaped Chicago’s
cold winter by traveling to
sunny Buenos Aires. It was
summer there, and the city
was in full bloom. There was
no shortage of places to see,
things to do, and foods to try.
Our tour agenda included
visits to several notable
landmarks and  cultural
attractions, such as the
mausoleum of the beloved
First Lady Eva Peron, a tango
dance showcase, and
wonderful places to enjoy

the great local cuisine.

Getting around this gem of a
metropolis was a relatively
easy task, as the city is
famous for its  wide
boulevards. In fact, Avenida 9
de Julio (July 9 Avenue),
honoring Argentina’s
Independence Day, is the
widest avenue in the world.
This is a city, | found, where
soccer players are revered as
gods, and the bustling

nightlife begins at 10:00p.m.

| was in Latin America, and |
was thoroughly enjoying the
cultural immersion. What |
didn’t expect was to see

symbols of my homeland,

Iran, e} prominently
embedded in Argentine
architecture and
incorporated in public
monuments.
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On the third day of our tour,
on a visit to the Japanese

Garden, | was at the
crossroads  of  Figueroa
Alcorta Avenue and

Sarmiento Avenue when |
came upon an immense
replica of one of the columns
of the Palaces of Persepolis.
How could this be? | thought
to myself. This is not Iran; this

is Argentina.

|  had
Persepolis on a personal level

come to know

years earlier. During the
1980s, |

unforgettable and eventful

spent  eight
years in the southern city of
Shiraz, the capital city of the
Fars province in Iran. On
many occasions, my family,
friends and | would take the
half-hour drive to Persepolis
(Takht-e Jamshid in Persian)
and marvel at the majestic
ruins of palaces that were
once the center of the
formidable Persian Empire.
The grand structures
featured intricately designed
columns with an ox with two
heads at the top, symbolizing
strength. The back of the
oxen supported the roof of
the magnificent audience
hall that was known as the

Apadana.

The column on the side of the
boulevard in Buenos Aires

made a great resemblance to

General

columns of the Apadana.
Named merely as “The
Persian Temple Column,” the
(62.5 feet)
pillar was highlighted by two

19-meter-high

ox heads facing opposite
sides, paying homage to the
glory of the past Persian
Empire. Simply put, the
column certainly stuck out
amongst the regal
Spanish/European style
monuments and architecture
for which this jewel of a city

is known.

A few steps away, there was
a decorative image of the
Persian Lion, a symbol of the
pre-revolutionary monarchy
of Iran of my childhood. The
lion, made of pale green,
cream, tan and turquoise
ceramics, was showcased on
a low retaining wall. On the
ground in front lay a plaque
with the imprint “Leon Persa,
Autor Blas S. Gurrieri”, which
commemorated the Italian-
Argentinian  artist  who

created the lion.

After questioning the locals
and our guide, | learned that
the striking column was a gift
from the Shah of Iran,
Pahlavi,
and the Queen Farah Diba, to
the people of Argentina

Mohammad Reza

during their visit to the city in
1965.

| was growing up in Tehran at
the time that the column was
built, which was an idyllic
time for Iran. Although this
was an era of rapid
modernization and progress,
it was also a time of
reverence for, and pride in,
the glory of the country’s
imperial past. In October of
1971, at the age of 10, |

witnessed  the five-day

celebration that paid
homage to 2,500 years of
monarchy in Iran. The
festivities served to link our
king, Mohammad Reza Shah
Pahlavi, to Persia’s first King
Cyrus the Great, and
highlight

ethos of respect for cultural

both monarchs’

diversity.

In pre-revolutionary Iran, the
two countries of Iran and
Argentina had an amicable
relationship and the goal of
building a promising future.
This is the reason why there
is a large square in northern
Tehran named Argentine
Square (Maydan-e Arjantin),
which is home to a collection
of businesses, bus terminals
and shopping areas. After the
success of the Iranian
revolution in 1979, which
overthrew the Shah, the two
nations initially maintained
their diplomatic alliance.
However, since the 1994
bombing of the Association
Mutual Israelita Argentina in
Buenos Aires (Buenos Aires
Jewish community center)
which killed 85 people,
relations between the two
countries have been
strained. The  bombing
remains an open case and is
a cause of tension between

the two countries.

Though times have changed,
the Shah’s homage to the
glory of ancient Persia a few
decades ago still stands tall in
a Latin American city a world
apart from Iran. The Persian
Temple Column serves as a
reminder of a time when
governments promoted
cultural  exchanges and
revered another’s nation’s

history.

A SHORT
HISTORY OF
IRANIAN NAN

(BREAD)

(PART 1)

BY:
HELENE DESMET-
GREGOIRE,
ENCYCLOPEDIA
IRANICA ON
DECEMBER 15, 1989

The Persian term for bread is

Old lIranian *nikana— (lit.,
that which is buried or
covered), as well as in the
form *bakand found in
Choresmian, probably from
Old Iranian  *upakanta—
“covered, buried” (for the
Choresmian  forms, see
Benzing, pp. 170f. s.vv. bkn—
“to fill”, bknd “bread”, p. 521
s.v. pknd). On the other
hand, the practice of baking
bread “un- covered”, in an
oven, seems to be
reflected in the
common Persian

word nan (Mid.,

NPers., and
western lranian
dialects),

probably derived
from Old Iranian
*nayna— “naked”.
Modern
languages and

Iranian

dialects possess a
large variety of

names for

nan (for etymology, see
Bailey, Dictionary, p. 179, s.v.
namiji). In modern Iran, bread
is the dietary staple food for
the population and accounts,
on the average, for 70
percent of the daily caloric
intake. In the Iranian
languages the words for
“bread” inherited from old
Iranian seem to reflect two
different early methods of
baking (Harmatta). Harmatta
suggests that the practice of
baking bread “covered”, that
is, in ashes, is reflected in the
word nayan, found especially
Iranian

in the eastern

languages (Sog- dian,
Baluchi, Pashto, etc.) and
Armenian nkan, a loanword
(Parthian),

which must be derived from

from lranian

“bread”, both
inherited from earlier Iranian
languages and borrowed.
Bread is mentioned in both
the Sasanian inscriptions of
the 3rd-4th centuries and in
the 9th-century Pahlavi texts.
Sapir | (AD 240-70) ordered
that one lamb, one griw and
five hofan of bread, and four
should be

sacrificed daily at the fire

pas of wine

temples for his own soul, the
souls of the close family, and
the members of his court
(Back, pp. 337, 344, 367);
bread was also given the
souls of the righteous to eat
in paradise (inscriptions of
Kirdér, ed. Back, p. 468). In
the Draxt
Babylonian Tree), a poem

asorig  (The

about a contest between a

date palm and a goat over
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precedence (see, e.g., Boyce,
Middle Persian Literature, p.
55), the date palm maintains
that those who do not have
wine and bread can satiate
themselves  with  dates
instead (ed. Nawwabi, pp.
52-53). In the Bundahisn we
are told that garden herbs
such as rue, parsley,
coriander, and leek are
suitable for eating with bread
(TD, p.117.14; tr. Anklesaria,
16.17, pp. 148-49). In the
Arda Wiraz-namag it is said
that those who throw bread
to dogs will themselves be
torn by devils looking like
dogs (Gignoux, pp. 94, 188),
and finally Ahriman himself
taunts the evil that they
accomplished his  works
though they ate the bread of
Ohrmazd (Gignoux, pp. 136,

214).

In both Middle and New
Persian, the expression nan
xwardan/k'ordan also
signifies “to eat, have a meal”
in general. In Middle Persian
it is found in the inscription
of Sapir Sakan3dh at
Persepolis from the reign of
Sapdr Il (Back, p. 493), in
Manichean texts (see Boyce,
Reader, p. 44 text n 1;
Sundermann, p. 497), and in
Pahlavi. For instance, in the
Bundahisn it is said regarding

the resurrection and the

“final body” that just as
Masyé and Masyang, when
they grew up from the earth,
first drank water and then
gradually added food, milk
and so on to their diet, men,
when they die, will reverse
the process, ceasing first to
eat meat, then to drink milk,
and then to eat at all (nan
xwardan-iz) and will end by
drinking only water. In
modern Iran, bread is the
dietary staple food for the
population and accounts, on
the average, for 70% of the
daily caloric intake. Several
studies conducted in rural
and urban environments
have shown variations in the
proportion of  proteins

supplied by bread, from 60%

among farmers to 34%
among landowners
(Bahadori  and Klodian;
Olszyna-Marzys; Hedayat

and Sen Gupta). In most of
Iran, bread consists of flat,
thin cakes made from wheat
flour. Only in the Caspian
provinces is there a different
tradition, baking bread from
rice flour, nan-e berenj,
already mentioned by
medieval writers (Ebn
Hawqal, p. 381, tr. Kramers,
p. 371; Mogaddasi, p. 354;
Ebn Esfandiar, p. 76; see
berenj); this type s,
however, meeting increasing

competition from

commercially-baked
wheat bread (Bazin and
Bromberger, p. 79). Rice
bread is generally baked
on a metal tray (saj) or
on the bottom of an
inverted pottery bowl
placed on a tripod.
Among certain groups

of pastoral nomads

(e.g., BaktiarT and Boir-
Ahmad)
proportions of acorn flour

varying
(balGt) =~ are  occasionally
mixed with wheat flour,
especially during periods of
famine. The bread made this
way is called kalg (Digard, pp.
191-92).Several

bread can be distinguished,

types of

depending on whether they
are produced commercially
or domestically and,
particularly, on the baking
method: oven or tray. In the
towns the quality of the flour
seems to be a determining
element in distinguishing
bread. Such
distinctions are more vague

types of

in rural areas, where the
flour is often ground without
sifting and, thus, generally
has a high percentage of
extraction (90-95%). Similar
baking techniques are used
throughout the
(Wulff, pp. 292-95), and

utensils and ovens are

country

perfectly adapted to the type
of bread produced. The most
common kind of oven
(tandr), used both in bakeries
and village houses, where it
constitutes one of the built-in
features (Bromberger, 1974,
p. 34; Martin, p. 28; Desmet-
Grégoire; Bazin and
Bromberger, p. 81), is a
truncated cone made from
dried or baked earth, with or

without a flue, standing on

the floor or sunk below it.
The fire is in the bottom, so
that bread may be pressed
against the inner walls for
baking. Among pastoral
nomads, on the other hand,
after the dough has been
kneaded in a metal pan
(mazama, majama), which is
used because of its firmness,
itis transferred to atray oran
iron baking sheet (s3aj) placed
over the fire, for baking.
Many pastoral nomads, such
as in the regions of Tales,
Gale$ and Sahsevan (Bazin
and Bromberger, p. 80), also
use a more rudimentary
technique: the raw dough is
baked on ashes (nan-e atas)
or pressed against a hot
stone. In urban settings,
where most of the bread is
purchased from bakeries
equipped with a tandr, four
main types of bread are
found: taftan (taftan), lavas
(nan-e tirl), nan-e sangak,
and nan-e barbari. The first
two types are very similar,
differentiated only by the
types of flour used and the
relative thickness of a slab.
Taftln, probably the most
popular bread in Iran, is
made from a mixture of
white and whole-wheat
flours, lavas (very similar to
taftdn)

forming a more or less

from white flour

leavened dough. In the
bakeries, after flour, water
and salt have been poured
together in a trough (tagar,
tastak) and leavening (kamir-
maya, ab-e tors, aji kamira)
has been added (for lavas),
the dough is kneaded (varz
dadan) by the dough maker
(kamirgir, kalifa) and an
assistant  (vardast), who

usually does most of the

work; it is then left to rise
A dough

kneaded or

(var amadan).
insufficiently
baked prematurely gives a
kind of tough bread called
When the

dough is ready one person

nan-e ceger.

(¢anagir) rolls out pieces
(¢ana) with a rolling pin
(vardana, ¢tba) on a board of
wooden strips (kina) or an
inverted pottery basin, while
another (Sater) places the
rolled pieces on a cushion
(nanband, navand, balestak,
covered with cotton, by
means of which he can press
them against the oven walls
without burning his hands.
After baking for a minute or
so, the bread is picked off the
oven wall by an assistant
(nanvassan, i.e., nan-va-
estan) who uses a skewer or
double-pronged fork (nancin,
sik, dosaka) with a wooden
handle. To make especially
crisp bread (nan-e beresta,
nan-e danda’l) bakers often
make holes in the bread with
a kind of comb (danda zadan)
just before placing it in the
oven. Lavas, no more than 2
or 3mm thick, is the thinnest
bread found in Iran. Nan-e
sangak is a flat, thin bread 3
to 5mm thick and about
70cm long; the leavened
dough is made from
especially milled flour. It is
baked in an oven (tandr-e
sangaki, kira) consisting of a
sloping brick shelf covered
with red-hot pebbles
(sangak, hence the name),
which leave their imprints on
the bread, and traditionally
heated by dry shrubs (kar) or

firewood (hizom). To Be
Continued In_Next Issue
#33
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POURDAVOUD
CENTER FOR THE
STUDY OF THE
IRANIAN WORLD
ESTABLISHED AT
UCLA
SOURCE:

UCLA/PERSIAN
HERITAGE

UCLA has established the
Pourdavoud Center for the
Study of the Iranian World, the
first center in the Western
Hemisphere that aims to

advance the knowledge of

ancient Iranian languages,
history and religions. The
Pourdavoud  Center was

named for the late Professor
Ebrahim

pioneering scholar of ancient

Pourdavoud, a

Persia, and was made possible
by a gift from his
granddaughter, Dr. Anahita
Naficy Lovelace, and her
husband, James B. Lovelace.
“My grandfather devoted a
lifetime to the study of the
history, languages, religions
and culture of ancient Iran,”
said Lovelace. “l am so grateful
that Jim and | have the good
fortune to be able to honor
and extend the impact of his
important contributions.” The
mission of the Pourdavoud
Center is to engage in
transformative research on all
aspects of Iranian antiquity,
including its reception in the
medieval and modern periods,
by expanding on the
traditional domains of Old
Iranian studies and promoting
cross-cultural and
interdisciplinary scholarship.
The center will complement
UCLA's

doctoral progr-am in lIranian

well-established

Studies (founded more than

half a century ago in 1963)

History & Culture

UCLA

which attracts 1,000 students
from all over campus to its
courses each year. “At UCLA,
we recognize that the study of
ancient cultures is more
important today than ever,”
said Dean of Humanities,
David Schaberg. “It reveals the
rich tapestry of human history
and identity and allows us to
understand and uphold the
highest values our forebears
espoused.” Schaberg said he
was conf-ident that the
Pourdavoud Center would
inspire lively intellectual and
cross-cultural discussions
among students and scholars
throughout campus, as well as
members of the Los Angeles
community. “UCLA’s location
in the principal metropolitan
center for the Iranian-
American community is ideal
for the Pourdavoud Center,”
he added. The Pourdavoud
Center will host lectures,
seminars, works-hopps and
conferences. It will also
provide grants to established
and emerging visiting scholars
to generate and disseminate
innovative  scholarship on
ancient Iran. The center will
draw on a wealth of campus
resources including: the
departments of Near Eastern
Languages and  Cultures,
Classics, History, Art History,
and Asian Languages and

Cultures; the Indo-European

Pourdavoud Center
for the Study of the Iranian World

Studies program; the Cotsen
Institute for Archaeology; the
Asia Institute; the Center for
Medieval and Renaissance
Studies; and the UCLA Alan D.
Leve Center for Jewish Studies.
Moreover, extensive
collections of medieval Persian
manuscripts and late antique
Iranian inscriptions will be
available to scholars working
at the Pourdavoud Center.
UCLA’s Studies

program, led by Professor M.

Iranian

Rahim Shayegan, is home to
the largest and most compr-
ehensive doctoral program of
its kind in the Americas and is
the only one to cover the
entire spectrum of Iranian
Studies

across disci-plines,

linguistic  boundaries and
periods. Its distinctive
strengths are Old and Middle
Iranian  philology,

Iranian history and religions,

ancient

archaeology, and the study of

classical Persian literature.
“We are very grateful to the
Lovelaces for providing us
crucial resources to revive the
study of Iranian antiquity,”
said Shayegan, holder of the
Jahangir and Eleanor
Amuzegar Chair of Iranian
Studies. “A research institute
of this magnitude can have a
transformative impact on the
fortunes of the whole

discipline, decisively reversing

its decline and
reinforcing its

foundation.”

Shayegan, who will
guide the Pourdavoud
Center as it launches
its inaugural year, said
that the center would
launch in the spring
with a two-day
international work-

shop focused on

strategies to
strengthen the field of ancient
Iranian studies and to bolster
institutional links am-ong
other centers of excellence.
Ebrahim Pourd-avoud (1885-
1968) was a dedicated scholar
who pioneered the first
Persian translation of the
Avesta, the holy book of the
ancient Zoroastrian religion.
Over a span of 67 years, he
conducted extensive rese-arch
on ancient history and ancient
Iranian languages, and trained
many scholars and Iranists.
According to  Shayegan,
Pourdavoud prof-oundly
affected Iranian society by
resurrecting and identifying
ancient Persia as a positive
force for societal progress in
contemporary Iran. “The late
Professor Pourdavoud,” he
explained, “greatly admired
the ability of ancient Iranian
universal empires to embrace
diverse ethnicities, religions
and languages, while allowing
their individuality to thrive
within a cohesive state
structure. This innate
tolerance was, and still is, of
great appeal, and a research
center named after Pourd-
avoud ought to pay heed to
this spirit of openness to the
world.” Lovelace, who spent
the first 18 years of her life in
Tehran, has fond memories of
childhood visits to her

grandparents’ home. “Our

grandfather would typically
receive us in his study, where
he spent most of his time,” she
recalled. “He was surrounded

by his beloved books on

ancient Iran, in different
languages, alon-gside
encyclopedias, refere-nce

books, dictionaries and books

on a variety of related
subjects. Though a formal
man, he was very warm and
lighthearted at the same time.
He had a wonderful sense of
humor and always looked for
ways to engage us, his
grandchildren, during these
visits. “l am grateful to my
grandfather and my parents
for giving me such wonderful
early exposure to the ethos of
ancient Iran,” she continued.
“I have found this
immeasurably helpful both in
my personal as well as my
professional life.” As for the
gift to UCLA, Lovelace said that
she was impressed by the
caliber of the program of
Iranian Studies and faculty,
and that she anticipated the
field would thrive in such a
vibrant setting. “With new
tools for discovery and
expanding opportunities for
exchange of ideas, it beho-
oves us all to work together to
keep our ancient civilize-ations
alive and relevant for future
generations,” she said.
Lovelace is a clinical psych-
ologist practicing in Los Ang-
eles. She holds a bachelor’s
degree in psychology from
Princeton University and a
Ph.D. in clinical psychology
from the University of Texas at
Austin. A native Californian
and graduate of Swarthmore
College, James Lovelace is an
equity portfolio manager at
Capital

Group, a global

financial services company

based in Los Angeles.
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