<7 0D A 0 1§60 o

Sl VY 5,5 VY Ll

Luijad IS g Laciaiciyj jS g ctot i



1P ) @b“'—g b1 15 30 (8!
4&’9‘)5‘)3 Shcws b ST 5o
995 dudd Ll 50 9
Polgl s
9% SOL S8 (e 0399 31 6 p bl g
o3l 9 S5y g pinelivn 3 il 4
P15 g sLs)
Pl Talod S 58wl sl Ll b
ol Al JugﬁT 019y B2 13 ogw b
| A Ol ol

1y Olows T &1 o b o0 el y gm0y 93 o i o0
[y o3 g Olgilr (SBON9 o b 0
1 Gl 9. 18 50 SBOI9 S b 0
1 (Sl 9 OUI SBUI9) aw biw 0
Sl 0l 0313 AT S gw B 4O
Wilodudigs Swly T (539 Sl 45 (63901850
e gS A9 9 NgS (0
(10F 9107 iy — oy (92859 9 — L)

w098 K 05
SN >yl 1 1T a5 Ly 2S01 §
Ol (51954 1 b
S sad oyl y 1 o
Lilyogs sl allgi oylgod a5 old yol dol aan 31 whew b
D185 oo i o 2 LS 50 (g, coliS

/.
CJV;" 2./ J

5938 0B9)9 (LS Olalyes 5 Oluigen

Ol 195els0l 31 emsSoe bl bod 4 Hliwl Joys3 oul diwss
O 53 Ol Ole) (Ol 95 9 Tl Gy Ol «Olo) ol 93,7 1y Loy gy
9301 b Cowl Giad 315 5 Giled 9 (Ntwsd Wik Olo) Cewlodin il
Wid eolse by dhewsrny OLilnl 5 OliSen b dos Gl Gy
3Ll ssbhig Sy 4 led Giad 5 bed GWisn @0 9 SHgen (o
o> Y wb 0 5zl Hadz o b S&S

13,88 Oladsy) 3S5e Olyde 03,5

A Lol (SLis 9 ouungs pb lo b s oz slodtiss 31 ¢Sy
b

Slaliigs 9 Coul ST ouewy Glodiigd Linlpg 9 i3S 1o L& oz
D54 619,530 oy

ezl Sloolius $bsS diuen ladiish 3 oud CBIL slaoas
Al 4 L oyae Ol

(50 (elodz] (> Canl (Sl 286 dy2J (L)) 55,0 16 0y
D5 (St b 09,5 5 diwd gud 4 & (Simyd 9 (20

Trust of Morvarid Guiv
¢/o Mina Soroosh

PO Box 49404 Los Angeles, CA 90049



ol o gt 45 g S T 35 el sLay s
b JS 50 55 9 3 dess S o &S
G Az 9 (uds 4S5 L 05 4S5 00550 s
il Bl § S5 5 ST 3l 555 55 4
Lsl>

B e=20NSG ol diun Oliww) Jgb 50 45 39y alls Hly )L Gle—o 9 0L L3 oS 3L 1y a5l glooyeny D93 IS o)
Olygw g8 4 . 0udSo Guas pud oS 9 et 4 BUS) 0oy 59l anls Olmladils 4 S3B 9 Oislyb g9 9 99,2 Swike
oy G 9 (“-‘3*—‘”9‘ Iy Hly 6l—~’: Sluco o8] (e SigS Lalae 4o 9 e I Glb—iz «0y95u alga wlwe! 4S H)l.lig»
DSBS e g Ay el iy ae Ly dSsSe 4S ol 9 oS0

295 9 G- 3l 1 9w )Ly Jie S o il Ay Cawgd 1y Olodss dan I faga 080 OL ) G Cewsd (SHB Jad 5o
DsSSlon il oy 1y by Cowsd . oag-d0 5Ly 895 9 ¢S i (oS Juw L33 33 1y sl oS udy 090 3 9 pudil S 4
5Bl Le 45 dzdl ;0 9 Congas S 955 0930 3 uob oo Lo S0 (255 1y lg 05200 00,5 5L L 9 oS0 il by 5l 45
Slm o 12 5l 9 2308 »8e »Sudens 4o erdy Qs el | Codliadr G99 0150 4o sl Osed 5 oS S ) aS (e 92
oS ool ;Soaen Feald Cowgd 5SS

L cmulinl slo coly sle 4 9wl 3l o3lssle SO ables ,S0uSs 4o hisisas S5 S0 45 39500 Cad ey 41 3) Glasale
WSS Giluidy Syim slaus 4 Juw @l b 2 Nodes (SHuSs

sl Olislads 5 Sluis sylgen Sllad G Gl
S diwss 39595

Al S 9 ble

Sgd (=)_> uLo Qs_,'Sl sbysd ol
L8555 Ble Olie (2585 3 55058

S OB e Osg S 0w SIS 05w
ylas y 0l Hlas ug_gwu?)uluty

Cwd g).gdlg)hnogj &_»bl_:LmoH
HlaS o OBl g5 SSL L Lo dars

Cown Cwgd b LEble dtbs Ciw das LS ;o
b sl 31 b olols Cw ow IS o

olie 95U 01558 9 HLS 9 e gliile
s 5 Ol QLES o 5 39w 9 9y OLshke

01 19l 09,5 09z jew Osele $3)
)LZS ld_gb 61_3)3 = oo Lw bm $S9)

18l Gole Ols ol byo OT Hull
dldew oylw Olg oylw 93,5 O yuos

ol (58

WAIS oles 558 425 No 207 www.czcjournal.org

L laEe adisy s9) = 0SS W Osx
SluasS o)l w Husl SOy Cdn iy

ool anly Sbs gl BL gge |y Sk
slin Wy S Gbsk o 09z 1y 4

5L 2597 Hley Gou ded CBg 90
Hlp o ki 5 Jbd oL 1

iw] L) 0518 604w Slin oS SL
HLS 5o oyl ool plasd (oS §L

dlwye yas) oyld aew J= Olgsyl
JloieS ) oyl VY I8 Giws

B els » do g slasle unl 0
olz 310,5 958 w poye Cwd slo doy

sLé 0olisr £l 5 ) 0olisr gL
ok slese b 9 Sy aaslase ol

Ll =SSy sle Cemls 4S5 g)lun Sewly
Sbsas oBels 31 L8 o slasl



o= Ly ol T i b i ol yis 9 JET ytw |y g 39 (gdmii Wil 40 4SS ol y g 15 3o (517
Lo 30 410 1S A (63518 § (St HLorid oy p8T o8 (S Al Wl Aoy s o 9 AT a8l 40 SO

(A s ¥ Ol Cuidy)ygsl il)

L55,m oly 455l 5 IS Bl Gleym $lp Ol 5o 1) Gud ssted b
L3S Gidss 3l oy OWsie 31 (3 6 0 1y (158 (S peass

oo 3,5

5 S8 Gls)S 9 58S 5 ddaull (e (2 5g2 5 pwkBie 3y gip 30 &S S »
Loy sl @ Gluss a0 9 RIS L hsallsze wil Sialee luyd 9 Gl b
Cgdisn Wole sl 9

(Vv a -FY Ole syl L)

Co Uygo 0 Gl Ho &S Cuwl wida 5 Sk e dy liws! oly diigw
Gltwgl diia) 31 95 58 iyl 3 sl el sl iyl 9 sie slaolly Gl
Olicwlinl b JLS glodly 31 ol oS Wload 48, digwil e 4y «io»
@ Side byl déoy S 31 JbS dlope Cin jl dy du B s diwe
Llodd 48 Judod] Lize

L @ daow) gy hid wade Cho OB 4 Cal (asin &S GS5ke
Bgoge Q9 diew &V aiy ¥ Ole dlaz 3l 50 Gy iz 50 5 Cul €8)
Cuid)yedl slooisel dilyy .Cuwl 0393 US SUIS b 1950 dlye Cawl 00 Ol
dhuly & B0 50 145 9 Cuwl wade dS Cawl i) 9 déol) g5 9 ys
Lawl 04 0Llg5 wide JS (LIS

€ 4zl yo W wly bl wlse pwddie Joz 1y ssb G2y 5 (25
SR Cuul Jaz ST 055 ol 5 ddusil ol G imy Ssd 0ad pude
ey SO Olgie |y Cuddyisdl oS Cowl Aol Od,ed (wide gl 5o B
S 9 3,350 S By 3l 45 Cewl wiadhyl @y9b O S (s Ayma 1S3,
s Gy Oaile S 0 dz ST Sl Gusdo il glue O35S

Sl dy adpull Oy Wb oS Cuwl Siuzdlin Gime 4 O35y pedhe 0395l
SLeisal b plie Gl 5 31 IYuiul 4§35 5 e2sdey Caiw b Calsy (=9
o 9 Cad Al 0032 105 dhawly 4 50 1as IS ol Coal Syl
@S e Sl el Oasdondl b ST Ll 08 S O 4 Olgie
Lawl S GBIS L Io3e ds Oduwy oly g 9 0093 diads))y!

OB 5 &t

S

2949 @l)dg Jage

€= 0 Gl 1y ol

e 9 s 03ly Lol clgs(e |y las S ol 53 (955 BsS O3l Olo s dz,S!
seb s ylo BSS HBuu 3T ds (8 OF &S Cawl LalBuos [SSlo 9o ;o 50 Ol
«0IdHlgsl,8r Limeds -ghuto bol 5 L iy 3l God gells Jls
el 00l 43,

D95 0w AT b Colo il 3sSBsS Gilsme 4 las il glaSiad 5o
4 8L 55 0Ll 55 33 5 Cawl 0 0340l oty 8T (inlin B b 3g.m0
Gl 4 5950 4 9 00 03,ad I &S 0ud 4B S ol LB 0Ll 51 Sy
Ll 00 dis b Gioliw LB glus

45 dungd 9 duols US GUIS L Taye 1y LSS 58,87 Hb pstensss gl Caisy o)
il b & o9 Gosb 31 4 swly Cuwl Gaga b S s dadiz o 9l (LIS
) (5930 H9b s oly (Bl e 9 CSLd |y Tus S5

S Osz sl Sy dionsl dus 4y Guu) oly a3 5 s Ol 4l »
el U1 glas b 155 Coidy gl

59 G iege &5 ol ol lidw s (ime 4 1ysal o3ls b 5 53 Io3e
015 5 W 3T 1y Lal b Lrws Hlowas 995 (1S o 4SS L &S las . Cowldje
b sloua (ruly ime 4 Wl .Cowgl Cubo (idn s § Cudly) Glas Cunle
Oludl.Cawl Gty 8T 50 1ygal 394 5 48l s Ol OF by &5 Sl gl
Cewd S ddondl b g o0l a0 $3590,5 b s Ol Sslids ol o
Do HBaT Glusl 5529 55 &S Cawl US (LIS b 1930 o5l dS WS e oy

25 Ghadd ouolde (333,05 5 31 hsalloze 5US 5o Lal 5 gege o3ly 99 o
e Olals

WS $9ld Grupd @y Oledye LIS Wigte &S uS gl pelul ol
Gl Gt e 0ai BT 055 9 Cawl uz dess @ 05T sz Cawloye
9 45 $9ld 9 IS OB Razdy 9 05 1 AT L B ubsS e 3 Ol
0394 ol dzg g 4 O3Bl &S Cewleiyl iSS Lol iy 8L odas 435S0
el Sl dmale C8 g Fy ez 0,5 239550 ol 50 O (2bsy 5

(S gud 95 ol 4 nely oS Sl ol 50 Cuid)iedl el Shs 2iege

www.czcjournal.org ‘ No 207 ‘ Ll ol 8 e e [ 4



4 Olaz gleSied 5l gilen wile 35 Ol poye Saad )3 yel ol 9
@L‘d 3 g 42) 0l sl Jgb o &S L§)sb O Cwl GLL s b
G 9 Olodl ool s ey docalsysl (lslazel 5o (O 3 u=s dz 9
s Cudo dus (i) 9 yghs KV-Y 5 ps0 dlsle 5 0y0)9) Glolusmo

3 ok B 000,S Eusly sue (ol Sl 5 Gl LS Olgie oS Ll B
03,5 S S wb o1y 9> £ow) 9 PRI Olow 9 loCude
R CGreaaar 0bw i 1y Olighe 5 oo glagwl 5 Jles! 31 @il Hlue s
“ ) i )3 sue ol pelwl

Can y @loylal 1y O (399 Olos orwildd dusud dog pogas 33 &)l
J.szue Yy 9 dinoyl Hlwo Gl 05 yo &S miaw L)) piuS dLd,d
Ju‘bun mep QJ‘ 5] L?" OMLG Iy ng.oJub uly GLAW 5] ub 9
Dz o 9395 pBis 4 Ol & 1) Gloxudn O 31 el yo 1S e 9
L Laals 057 9 Cewl (Wwlinnl /diiw die)liwcidn ol 31 Ko oanlé
Iy «pwCalan didy did) 9 03,5 odiws «w Cdan S 4 g ‘0135;‘ Dlgdsd
838l 3,8 (lgs el 5o

ol Cde (WS b byl 4o« Sdar ol olp oloae 5S> L @
1) Cdn yo oS SIS 039 ol ObS diidS 33 dS |y .Cawl 6399 <30
Cinbos 305,5 il 395 a3 |y yli Sy i) a3 (Bls dxls sl

bl O duzgd 30 9 i) G Oz Cuiar o)k )l ladtisd 55 53 s
oz 3 RS 9 L hsiis Glol Glilul )59y 55 & Wl
“uz> (J.AIL:"A ol 3l &S §)3.35 eb’ O lasy &S 0 o3y9] Ol RSN
2,5 low zloy «o» /«w» Cygo o GiogS s )0 g U odwels

W8S e 0y Uhshle Boyb w3l G3asd OleS Oz @ln Oliss ool 5
L”,,:.gjyf::gJ.z§3Jﬁjlx(wmlmcﬁj@b&dﬁ@|jldﬁm
@ G99 Ols> 9y 2l 3 9 WrslS e 39y GOlsS s 3 9 WS e
«rlday Sl (Cuwd «§» Bl b lodsy &S 8, (ab NIV ES (:b
Cowl albm 355 9 %5 $laliugy OludinsS o 53 6 Slizas Ad Gisyel
(w)g| Juugsu.o S L,JL,JJJ Wb 9 W 5o mlyun L7*93 &S

wl uL.mL\ Olilypl &S g 9090 (3l 50 J.Sb b s ool 3y b t_gld;ﬂm Jds
Cowl «wlidor Olod «inz Char &5 Cwl dime Wil g b dluis
3L O Glime 90 iy« o ) Hshaie 5 U d929 93 Gl g @olas
L,,«.ucujimg Db oduz 0yhw » Wb &S Gz Cds &S Gl (K anSue
Odue )‘).‘-‘.«.ZS 3 dMg)u.n.m)Jwb O Ol SN &S Sz 4.)35;,«.&.@
(o0

Syl yo &S "\'*'SL;“ dogd 55 ool Iy «lpwn @ “onzr S g (AR (i
0y it Ol Olowl 51 Layms,3 el 35,3 5 39,98 plSin 4 Olwly
dlos ) puy 9 039 e Cde Cuwss oily ol 9 Bz (5 (Vg Cian)
i8S e |y OF 4 oSy witudlgi |y (g) By 0L3B Osz OL3L

AR Cde oS Sl ool wie e ol didlo 50 & Gl S g
Slodl Ky )3 «adn 3| lime 58,5 a5 53 by 5 Alo e Gilgous sline
‘J“'::nga Jsltte «lewsr gl S Glyl poye dlsle Gljsle 9 k“,ml.o.w
el €z Hlews» GLM 4 iz oy Wddize

0392 JIB L 9 el 039y (e s HT 53 G Sl W sS (n SS00 (9,5
asld oy pbcidn b Olilule Ole) 53 Wakine T gl (48 redd

Lo A8 Gl )3 55 o g i ‘No 207 ‘ www.czcjournal.org

iy 50 Uz ly 39)98 G Sl k_:’“‘i@J &S wdde Cewl $ode Lo

Sl GlodradS 3l drudlss 45 (g i O ol @ihs 4 Cul i 35y
Joxel o ly 095 g 03l daldl 355 Ol 4 31y 9 50y 9 3L 31 6HLdsS b 90
el ool Gdle 9 ddygd (S5 ysleluw gsala gYa yo io 5 wilup
0dy9! (:lja Cewl QZ’SAI)S Y (ags.zn Cwl 42838 @ Blsie AWT)_Q: QO 0 dS
bl ege g L“,,“sLmo)S)lS odS il g o) Olyl oS Syd olfk“,laﬁ 9

3 3930 BT 9 Jlo Oy 13 31 G sl Gosd 3 Uil slye
39295 HUanl o) GBS 4y 5 0318 mo Cewd 4 Cawd (o 9 et Loyl
03950) sl .Cawl 6354 olyad 9 0203 @ewy 9 Esiie Slaide 9 gl b )
Jol 31 &S glazan 93 ol & ol iz 35,55 1355 9y58 e Olsie @
ezl e Jsb 4 (333398 59) e diuw B 9 0ud g9 ole (23)9,8

el 395 VW3 Sgaws o Ol glagis 9 leo dnly &S QL? 3
S Qe G9osd 3 JB dte dw 93 31 @S Cews Iy Soss b glae
Wl dgS blos b Gu3Sle 5 58 daluy Lue QIS Gl (grswdidylaz
9 @by das y3d dol OHb) 9 FUlS 03w wde dlwg 9 98 peld Il
23,58 IS5 o8 Jlu g9 8 3l UB & ublie 9088 (b 2 Gldendie

39295 908 Doz lowd Gbaald lagul 5 023,53k xS 4y 51 i 5
elBle OF 40 385 15 18 3909 10 9 ledddwsS 5 ddfue doxy <)3J‘-9uPL?
8390l &S el S3uz O 31 1303508 sl 33359 &S Ub gudlss dgie litahaa
Dyl0 d929

S99 Caiw (33300801 &5 (GHarsd rwlde oybw Oz b Haygh des
4 9 48l dolol Llas (ESy 9 OIS0 9 w3l 9 s b 9 oyd)S ST
Abe 48l Hay 0350

JBI b o) Ol wliw 50 &S Coal dlg (899 Glotiw (2 sege )
éd.a) 3 glolis ol » eolys Leal 3l <=|JS D 9 d5de 035uS (HSLsS
L WJL@| aS 0‘99 O-" Ol 9> b.om 3l dl)al olus! 45 Cawl 6"“"‘” ub)b
JSJ.? )l J.,.S laCeelw )l d‘)’l kslbl.y.ug) 9 La:)e..w fLe‘ BN MUUA ul U\‘“’ Can
J..wbu,e ladils uLo.e,uo 19090 (e QL\L} 5 ysm 9 0L cb}\.«.S 9 Jle

«Nu.a.m» <5J3)3J t_;Lmdul dledw REISM) &S oS Olgo uly L v\JLu
5 iy (egur 30 gw 30 &S Sl Gliw pSGaald 5 0250390l
(3923 dhuld 4y dgigy 50 1y O daye B3 4 Js .l iy Lodyme
5 loslizl 5 LT JIsl 5 dlosl & olisabl b «3aS pomy 31 @lous s 4
ool 958 W G390 9 (o UieS Oty ygam &S dizgd (ol b had
@.:.SL“,A Lﬁ%‘).ﬂ

PSRN W«.“Sb BAE) SUSO b a5 Gl 3gy98 clany Giso RG-S
J3 loius 3 SUSTIES Sl O b S g J.uquA Iy el SR
u.bLA ‘MLW.:L_,A 0w M‘u,a Cpw iy 0,0 d.:l.wg Dl Ob 9 I 5o
52 1) 5595 e (ki 5 8 3 s 9 i 5 s st 5 03,5 S5 4y 308
@losiuw 33 Wz Jlo g 9,8 31 IS islu |y LT 9 w3 53 ssel Ozl
«wpols L?AJISM& b s O Opddydo Oligyd ged 9 pedde oS d,t.“ST &S
B dade Jlw 955 8 1 O (2 30gutes 1y O ds= 5 Mtz (o0

039 Olaz alise plodl dag3 9)90 3,0 31 &S (Bgyme Cewl gous il
Ll ddyp0 55 @ sh 9 gyl sel 53 0 5 & 5 o5l Heel 5o 2l
GlaSsy guzen 5 Ol Olas BsiSe @laojlew shuss wils alse 3929
el 0033,5 335 3 e slysle diz 5 Ol Whe (ol



MBI peokeS (e 298 plSin |y GBIS Cawd 50 Uy (B -

o)lsl Gl 51,500 Il b abls 355 il 55 Jygod @Bga 35 uS SSI -
Dy dolgs

S 3 Jle plé g 98 Guld 59599 39 5 Jlu Jagod plSin 5o &S (S -
D9 JlgS Kw,s

095l 9 o 9l 3l Jlw ple B 5, 18 Wb o2 5 09l 3l (daged Jlw g8ge -
Db )9d

Cewl g0 3955 9519 39595 39y -

dalgs g sl 4 500 Jlu B usSy ey 5 g0ls oy (2l 00 &S (S o -

TlrpS & oS Wl Jago0 @Boe ol oy aliwg) 5 Loy B 53 -
&l Wlglesw &S GluS 5 3yl e Olod 13 5 00) Cewle dy CuaSSI &y ol
o & Cawl JB3 43U )lﬂ 29) i) S Jael 4 6 M)yga O pds Sl
OF 050 55y b 9 Mg 1S W6S e 43T 3 Gy Gongd Slels 53 S

aidy pw B Winoe pow G 41 powse B3] pow 9y 00 Olowdd ,ud 0o -
bl andls Cawd g Jle OLL G Usluj Sl gl

dod e )8 ol diles s 7l 9 WS (e 00w 3 55 0)sS s laGlul,s -
(E&AAQJGJ;‘ASAJMBMLNLUul)‘é]gjdud.’gﬁ.’)‘uwdds
dlgs ol (d)950 (3,5 drgzr CulisSol b eliindy 3y s Sl Jygo0
Sgdipa ael dodiw §3385 IS dliie] uows Db e Juise Giolia g og
“ s ol Slisl @ isS Jlu ,5T 6

10355 U 0dlgile puBbgs Oi),d 51 (o (Sl Jaged 3 iy gyl 5 -
Jlo Jgod adasd 3o g '\-‘Su“ gT BIYR! 8355 3 3930 D9 &l 3 e
Ghue 3l 4 dan 5 0330 (el A bl gl Giead &5 235 a0k BB @
’ ) i ROV Ny

oo 4 Il Jyso 51 dmy ol gny Ollys o906 glooslgils 550 s -
Ol b Waie e 53 ped) b JiB ay 5 Wpsle Lale aiwsd ey 5 Wig)e
2l ey s o dils Ol gs Jl 5l B aS o

3 dse @S o0y ) (ouS1y CL:);,o 4 0)g,el 9)drddS Ho Hhuile HO -
200,85 e wlsa] «dayslor Glgie b oS WJle 3525

1B sz 3o Sy 5 03w ool il D13 O 5o & Lmaze Lgs
Oy JUS 1y T3 adlyoe Wy BB dieS Hlaz i a dilsisgly usls
Jo S 2o 51l @ ldzgll Gipd) jew sladsls 5 LIS e oaiCBR
L5 35e Olsl GBI 5o gsle sl odlgils Glueass 5 B3 5 seerw
wl.\Su,a BUl axdls g,

Blovw Wb Wy WJle Jogsd 52_93.4\ o8 &S wislael ol b Lbu.sds -
as.ngs “u RY uLmaLzb)lS Ly dJﬁg ML’ UL“%lS,a)
$9) Brep3S OkBoz L5 Ol 895 s S5 O OIS (oo Catls -
] i)

&S el Hsld Gale Sy GlySw gLoS Ola 58 i3S (0 gl oyghal 550k -
o) oolgs 9B SlE G 9oyl Sk 1 1) g5

et 9 lile Sos pli s gl el Gl g o8 JLs oo 5in @
Sy b 1asliS 4] 95 &5 £peesS 5 03,5 (68 Bigwe) S 3958 ga
& Coal SIS &5 P INES W PRV EEERY) O 4wl ysaS =56 9 jew
i D5 LS,y gas seb

Wl 5 S @idulian 5 adlgils SIAT 2ol s a0 & medi -
BsS 1y o 45 Oszr 95 53 N1 Ml 5 g o 1l bl i
b Sl 50 kS Ggalsly OF e Sy 93 ludlgize Sl Wjg 55 9 U e
Ghiwe b s JaS L 15 5 ol S (5als1)imad witulss (o SHalazel ol
) s el

dradld poddo aldE 3,5 e Ayl il 0k Gl & hinryaw -
25 Bl dzdly jado g9 O3 @S 095 odlal zBsa B i
Uﬁ?bbuujlﬁwwdbw yq)lww‘wjébuyf
IS ey e 5 N IT 1 1y Se5 dowy GEBY () dabls

1wl 03,5 Chogs Gz Iy (e Sl (ol GuB e $39) 9 .Sl

Ol 0350 «$i9rss e

OLS Ol 31 Wolg e

Qb S 9 Old 9 x5 agd

Sul ls g olind 5 e

@ Olyl g0 (D Sladize 9 ,liS 5o lalgl GEP S 9 (%l.wl O%el b &S
b5 ool aladdsl 99T b 55 o9 )S wiz ,o .Cawl 0433,5 i (e Cido
) ) J..usu.a S) b

J&5 009 « S8 Cdar et Cadar ! 31 (50 (5l dliwl ds Ly (nizen
it loe JB G i g5 e Sladitme 5 by cysho Oloj 55 el
k;;)lSoJJS Lo ST « U3 dalS L &S ) (M“)S o3 31 4l e Of $9) R 9
..\JD)S&,A

2 98l i 9 Wsle Ol 4y G 3 paelidn 3l o T 5 ogdle
gt «oaor b & 5o S b gloyaw Oluhs 9 omlb glalug) 31 50
5 Cenle (Ghiun oo (ol ¢ o (Gand ged)de (s 3929 S0
SN

ool g patne glotislis ds29 b «gisng Olss 53 syl dodl s
Joldte «lpw i <=l3 4 (3ble ge,.i.lﬁl S L“,i_m)s <9.clo.2?l \nga:gS)ﬂg
cdotaw) «w» &lbn b e «ldny EAR | e Can optw Olos w\.&:bgﬂ
;?3&3@%&&3])&7?1401M(éwgdsﬂ‘y‘w‘b}fw¢w
OUS:olid)) 5 O3 :0Ulekus) pudie QIS Hgas b O ala) 9 &Sy s
ol &S @T gl 9 Uishia Sl jepsd (rad « didl S ] @M (L]
D caslaa (ol gl Ologen S

u.vlyp..a ] dlj.o‘ Jml G9d ub)b 45 Y- \).’l \chbd.vbl sy dy ey
s iyl 31 slo)

poye $asi)l 5 piin 3l Al 5 sSray asahe 5 lime Jalo i Cdon
ausld) 10wl Juoilain blu blRaS Ol il Sl Ay Wl Ol
Jlo ML\A 9 ma\;ﬁ welas] ) s A I, 3ul vb §|44l9 BB (ul dbb‘ 3
5 WIS e 0895 o diluy BB 51 gldisS 5o S e 1Sy Ll 53 1) 95
(o g (7S5 (GlendS i WS e (g BUI Jaws &S loyhe g9
I3 6yhw 63“: 39 _LglJSun 030 5 Loys ‘lsly Ja3 (LY ‘ul sl aSrew
ég.wu,n ECSIRLY

O3l €S WS e SURAI00,S S5 § 1055 19 O3s0 iz KBNS & sl 5o
Qs Ol @ ol OlwdyS 35198 Glallss Lol she 03,5 S0 & pepsd
0y 33 dle Glon S S Ty gl 8 31 goladke 9 35d o0 0015 GBS 4y 55
Dedd Al |J& Jito 4 daee 39y 30 (\)1.0 L3y B ,\.‘glifu.a

uaf s dul oI35 a3 mab b g Bl b Y 50 Jlaoyaw 5o aglulys
OB ey 5 Juus 3§k ados 8 58 4l Go) s 5 WS e puS
Ophas Jauwg 53 1y Guoludls adloyls LIS oy JSENPE IS o2 oW
58 ol 9 ok i Pl b 5 Galehil eh ighaw 4l Mg digie
‘JJJIJS&’A 0yia HUS o

3 J..&b&,n Jsoso 0,008 38 oxe LAk SIS uwlda yi 09Me jlad 50
Glase S50 51 5 s X0) Bleiesd Bl i O doys e (ke S5S
908 b dan g \};’ 3 4 o848 D) dbdd 5o J\_J:Ltk;n Olez 3l o ol
dy Ldlows 58 s S0y diwlSl s sEde U 5,58550 (lis s uiaul wuils
ool e ol

5,508 ) gios 50 @il bl b ikl )l o3l e
20 Bies (3blis 5y aCllon Iy S5 35058 o O b s Wyse
Ag) dehw gyl €03)556 Cwd Cialo Oaz (S35 59599 0yhw 53 axbdS
Jgame 5 Cami 5585 525, ehwdfgs,&w glalis 5 SisS (pls- o8 5
& e il wisle 85 glaslefdalis ol JLS 4o M‘JSS?A PN
150995 S5 Bl LS ims IS L bidaz O 5 G O3 cgiom

4 Ol poye dilele Sloliie) 5 dale Samyd asdlhe L gl 3 asdS
0yiw 5 Jlo J3928 G990 pogas 50 @losiuS glaysh 5 Glslizel oy,
Olgie 4.a38b e p3rm o9 3 39358 OBGLr oS Lo &S 035550 o paniliios

:JLe

www.czcjournal.org ‘ No 207 ‘ LS olinis 558 e a2 1O



99095 Sazmdas )i b ddail) )0 Gae LA UM sS04 oS

Gl (udgd

3 Gl € Gunyae oxl LT (Lo 5 WS e b 909 Casal Oles
ale 36 1ie dS Lol 31 AS e Guaidd Cudls glay Oll 5o Cuddy) yeab
O a5 353 OLS Olgie el iyl 9 Suid §0,5 Sids 0103 3 dadieaz
@ 99 Ml ST L oyls SS pod 83 (ol Siiw Su3) Ol B O,ee
el 42 6565 OByae 9 CBL e Coilis Jlu ST 5 5lay b Olsis
o <=U 29 Gy e b O byl sy O (6198l dog dS oy ds b 03 yaus
5 o2y G0k B aylyd 50 1) 00 Jlo 5l b 3,5 e aIB 1) O 5 092

MBS e G Gz ey

Sl 4 Shamsle ol8lidls 53 Sluleylaew 3 5o 3 S pysle 3L 4y - ¢
o) b L5 as 0d,S oylal polwe U1,KakE9) By o ) OBee O
1l axal> Wlgi e j9,el Ol Saad )3 iad) de gouds Gdie ) 035
Oued 43 g3 )5 0055 03L93 Dl S 1y oS slagde 31 S e oo LS @
Slagilolie ol 51 Ko ol Wiz o 5 euils 3b) ©ilsSew 5 s Lo a5 s
O 3l dz 5o g azblie b guiyes lagdio 5 S 1 BguS wiile yed
GO 30 S Wigdipa o 5 Caul Sunuib 5 Cude W3S o) (4 Sl i
& (Sopudl 85 o3l 3 (55 9 W jeu LESew G4 5 bagsls g4 L
ol aBS ) (Fl) glais So0 9 ohd 9 Il 5 Ghiwge 5 =i 5 S
O8> 5,0 Gl 345 slagde ol 3 (B 00,5 6u3) 00 Gw 31.00,5 6353
3 A9 5 Ghe LNt 5 Sraes 5 Samd (o] 5 Gl Sl 4
5 o gudagd Hlad eulasn a3l L Ob) wile be Simyd ol diadgu
oo OF saan andl .8))0 (21,5355 5 (210)ails @ HLS (020, (hupdl3s
193 9 3)S 043 19S pobiw 30 1518 GdisS w ea O 5 9 31 Ol ea
L OBLS g 09,5 oud) (Ol ,Siiigy 53 (gly 00w 5 OB e 3) i woli Sl
3l 0See $3007S mhaw 55 Uyame Ly pde sdily 4 08545
@olaBl Syi Sluwie i b5 Samyd ol b (allasls o e b 5
2151 5083 518 355 Sl 0 Gigalyd 5 348 slagdie 31 59 &I
D08 Gy ndilig §I O 631355 9 23,80 (i oguma lause

b 5SS e 2l 3o LBl )8 e 1 g)sw aidylas i 10
$358 0 )8 Jl sdidsles (b 5o, o LYo 4 &S (Be tde

a il o9dl a4 baaye Gigw aiiyliz pdo & ISGa deize oo
2318 L3l 35595 b 5y 3l 31 5 0392 slas Gukal Wsh g Olbas) Ol Jshaie

Sy 933 85 oy 08%aw SIS 9593 Blagal Gupsurs 3 ST
o s Sl 0oyt plas 4 B Sleoli 9 @3k 5 Oy LT o 05ew LB
Bl 5 owis b 50 1y Jle gusd slajg; okl LNl &S Cosle]
W10 B sl b O sdlaly 95 035
S o 0bS 95 ol 31 -plodilsss Huedsw $0130 GBS 345 Dste 13 (e
Syt 9 Lt & by e sidio il Wsdl £5050 b O1 O3l bLS))
b o3l pB 53 €0 (eods 5 Cawged I i S ! b b 85,

RUFPAY..
s 31 Ol b b

[ A olaii )5 8 e i 'No 207 iwww.czcjournal.org

A 585 GBT cinzy) dliwl 1 50ls ubed

o 30 dediaz Fawdd CusS 53 daly 1y 39598 (e (5w090,8 dalialis 5o - )

Sloyled Uy oy blayl s )30 (3233958 395 utwss) (3333958
ERVI LA VS N

pL3 we) Oliomun Sk 00T 5 39393 ol Ol lalgsean 55 (0 OLS @
LT psd Glogier 3l S dday )3 Ja)s 45 dade Olis (Ostern prewe
Slacalayol 31,508 @olue wbbe (oun GlaygdS 33 Fumw & 039
4 e D30 pudlius Jsmes e 330 ) Gl Ole) 4 bgye
DB 31 S 39098 @y 90 kbl Cuyd QLS ol ST Sl a3 S o5
3OS &S e U 3ys8 b3y Glea (5 d9)e b 4 Ol slagie
$ln 353 Sl Glnl s s $0,390 Ol Side saisSojl Oblsylesd
Glid e Cle s TS GSGS g 3 el 0y J3)sd S s S
CeipdS L a5y (Sl Gl o 5 dusd dos S e 59558 Sl O34
S el d2iS 039381 S 5,508 slapnl Bk 49 5508 Blrge Ol
orshal Slos 5o 45 oyls LU Hlas ST L OF sdsaas dos 5 Gioliy o
(00p) deliald” slacaaldl js a5 o Hh3 & lgiis 550 0> dudies
4 sl oual 99,8 5 Olow] b didiazshu bidhol )3 WS Jysh plandsd 5
Al 4l byl (ol ouel 505 ggte 9 daliald 15 «S Lz Of (ue)
ot A 0393 O 9y ol 3l iy 4y Bgase bz b 59ys8 Ll LsS @Sy
Glshd 5 uialil 5 gialul paye gl Jlusley liz b s diies aSST )
25 15 Wyl o) JLL 0 n Ol 31 1) S8 9 S 8 Bxlew 5 5Te el
olST sl ol 31 g Hiabion 39nsi IS s 98 oo Gl St 39
o0 0yshaul ol 5,0 Glowl & 1y 91 535 45 usd e Oleyd 5 35,5 e e sl
) G easias beia BT il sud LSS 55 wslSS se)lys o Gl
el 038 Ools Cwd

L blsler clashis (BB SCASE S b S ) laosl 225 LT - ¥
Pl b pei9y98 00 i Sosghaw
U—’LMS Iy Wl sis RGP \sxidlu\}\) ol L Olley 3o oyl ool 5o
Soyshul 1] ilaS Lilatimls olo Sgus 5 dudyss BsuS o) 35N
Wlad S Olske 9 ol gulsliun s Cusgpive HLiS (SluS (JluSis 31 (alay
Lo ilayal ol gdam &S il 598 el ol S8 s SLé sl o8
dican Bl i Wlokile oo LS 53 G5 1L 039 Cowyd Slej 50
Sl oS S il Couys Sedldp SO S okl o 3 45 5SS
SVsod ialdy s dmele S8 kg 9sSUSS Jolie 5 g3l b s Cdloy wier
3855 0yshaal G 5 5,508 Gladidlsy (ulug Cuw g3 (S0 53 OSUSS

4 oLl Gle 39 S9ysh O B B,ue G [z Lo Sl 4y ¥
Ol st 5355)5 3 42adS 5o Ghe ol & Gl b b 03w Gaselsd
Sl ol 5o sl 40 Oliwls
bad slam 45 g W38, S e Gt Juad 90 4 1y Jlo Sll 5o a8 OLB3sy 5o
5 b ST g OB,ae 9 Jlo Gt dasd JBT 5 Jlay ST e 5505
4 GinleS 1y G540 4 3yls Gl o OLES dwled gden 091 Jlo pod e



Sly Oolmw 5 (iSudss (Ghe qrlo (gols 1wl odlu $i9)95 513 plo
Wgi 9 b wiadi)l S Slo wpazd 5 )lyy Sldig 0 &5 Co o sdan

D930 sdo Sy 5 Wod dge 5 lo Side gl dle (ue) 0390

- 005 Gy b 5 DLl 31 89,5 & o 5o 5 LangS 31 ka3
20 dle Hlie wiz gloCaw b jgy98 bl didls o929 - 0163l Wiz w0
33 4t3dS Jlo ¥ b spw g6 5o Gio 0gde 48)S Gdie Oligledils
ol 5 3980 S0 Wil G SO Olgie db j9)9 cdlize glatsd
Ji.gb k_gLngs.:.S O Boz L ol YL e CIS oSl g doyls Jgal
S e Jly) S50 5 ko slaply 9 diwse
2 5823 55 Slagess! 3 ol b ohea 15,88 Oleis)) S5
b Oliuo o Slasl,S Samyd 4355 (s 5 0090 plSlin 39088 O SISy
b gdod (JJd et ds .dzild 4S5 0u3) oog 3l 590 &aly= 5o 1y Glegs 9
psde OF 42 Gy 6485 F 51 i LyadlS 0Ly 5550 s 0l )
9 Syges sl 13 Gioye slaoylgiis 35S odsie WYL o
L0 S0 L5,adl
9 4elioyaz )yl 3 9 aime G i OBUlss Gden Gl e Jlu yo
(o $9),T Oliliass o2 255 41 Olaz s P30 5 Ol Gden Gl
5 Jle eslodanl 9 didld Siom 9 Sy 692300 9 62 L 9 SO
S35k Oleay) dy (S 53 ehas 9 blas inly] (Bde g3la
a0 baidul 5 s 83 todkuns)
G o3eals LulS 1yl 4y OIS
Nowruz spread at the white house and state department, courtesy
of Pinterest, The White House & The State Department.
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Pablo Vasquez who now lives in the US, became a Zoroastrian
in 2018 (p. 62). In his Preface, he says, "This translation is my
gift back to Masdayasna as it is the source of not just my journey
towards the Path of Asha but also the very core of my ethics." (p.
1). A beautiful thought.

His biography (p. 62) does not mention what undergraduate
degree he earned from which university, but says that he obtained
a Masters degree "in Religions of Asia and Africa from SOAS
University of London", focusing on "Zoroastrianism, Kurdish
Studies, and New Religious Movements", during the course of
which he studied "Zoroastrian history, theology, and the Avestan
language among other topics from some of the top scholars in the
field." And that he currently is working on a 2d graduate degree,
"an MDiv at Starr King in the USA".

According to SOAS's website, its masters degrees require one
(academic) year to complete. With respect, I question whether
studying Avestan for one year would give a student sufficient
knowledge to translate the Gathas and other Old Avestan texts
or the Yenghe Hatam (which is in archaic Younger Avestan) --
especially since during that one year, the Avestan language was not
the sole, or even primary focus of his studies.

In this book of 63 pages, author Vasquez offers Translator's Notes;
an Avestan Glossary (of approximately 9 terms); and translations
of the Yatha Ahu Vairyo, Ashem Vohu, Yenghe Hatam, the five
Gathas, and the Airyema Ishyo.

First, some background.

In Zarathushtra's society, there were no books, TVs, movies etc.
So songs, word-games, riddles, puzzles, provided both knowledge
and entertainment. One has only to recall the legendary Yoishta
who (in the Aban Yasht) prayed that he might answer the 99 "hard
riddles" that his adversary asked him "maliciously” to appreciate
the entertainment value that riddles, puzzles, word-games had for
ancient Iranians. Zarathushtra's teachings are simple, beautiful,
profound -- and revolutionary (for his time period). And his
Gathas are full of word-games, and puzzles which would have
entertained and provoked thought, as people sang these songs,
resulting in 'Eureka!' moments of discovery. Today with the time
pressures in our lives, (and other available entertainment) we look
for Gatha translations that are simple, easy. In so doing, we miss
alot.

So the question arises: Do the simple, easy translations in this
book give us Zarathushtra's thoughts, or the thoughts of author
Vasquez? I will offer a few highlights. And you can decide for
yourself.

I like that the author calls the religion by its most ancient name --

The Sacred Gathas of Zarathushtra
& the Old Avestan Canon,

Pablo Vasquez

A Book Review

by Dina G. Mcintyre

Mazdayasna (which means 'worship of w/Wisdom. Avestan script
has no capital letters). "Zoroastrianism' is an invention of modern
scholars based on the founder's name in Latin "Zoroaster'). So
kudos to the author for so doing.

In the Translator's Notes the author "avoided using terms like
'good’ or 'evil," which the author thinks reflect the cultural bias
of "Abrahamic" thinking. But (with respect) that is not accurate.
Avestan's vohu-/vahu- 'good’, has roots that go back to its ancestral
languages that existed around roughly 4,000+ BCE -- long before
the advent of "Abrahamic" religions.

But even more important: 'good' is at the very core of
Zarathushtra's teachings, which in ancient times was also called
'(the) Religion of Goodness' (din-i-behi).

Instead of 'good’, author Vasquez prefers "virtuous", which in my
view lacks the generosity that in the Gathas is a part of vohu- 'good'.

One of Zarathushtra's most beautiful (and revolutionary)
teachings is that we should be truthful for truth's own sake. This
idea appears througout the Gathas in subtle and lovely ways, and
also in the Ashem Vohu, translations of which vary greatly except
they agree that it speaks of truth for truth's own most-good sake.
The Vasquez translation is eloquent. But this core idea is absent:
"Asha is virtuous and magnificent, and joy upon joy is what Asha
provides, for this is Asha Vahishta." (p.15).

A final example, Zarathushtra tells us to heal existence (with
goodness, generosity, truth). And he concludes: "Therefore may
we be those who shall heal this world!..." Y30:9, Insler 1975. The
Vasquez translation: "We thus desire to be those who will bring
magnificance to what exists." Y30:9.

What are we to make of translations that eliminate so many of
Zarathushtra's key teachings, even though such translations sound
eloquent? The foregoing are just a few examples. There are many,
many more. And that troubles me.

If more people followed Zarathushtra's teachings, it would truly
heal existence. So we should welcome, value, befriend, nurture,
protect, new Mazdayasnis. But truth is an imperative.

In closing, I wish for Pablo Vasquez what is most good, in
Zarathushtra's own words (which you will not find in the Vasquez
translation of this verse).

"..(I wish) for this person [vahishta- '(the) most good'] of
all things,.....[which]....place[s] a person of good purpose in
happiness: to be understanding all his days, with the joy of long
life, understanding [thwa.....spenishta mainyu mazda "through-Thy
most-beneficial way-of-being, Wisdom']....." Y43:2 Insler 1975.
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Editor’s note ¢

Two words in the Gathas of Zarathustra appearing at the beginning have
been among many, translated by some scholars and translators very literally,
have always baffled me. geush urvan (soul of the cow) makes no sense as a
literal translation when you read the entire paragraph, the translator not
accounting for Zarathustra’s poetic style and use of metaphor. On this topic
we will read Dina Mclntyre’s wise analogy.

Architecture is the footprint of a civilization, states Kaveh Arbab. He is our
invited guest who elaborates on this subject in a fascinating article referring to
ancient architectural remains, that speak volume for eras past, for our
readers. We have all seen references to the influence of Zoroastrian religion on
Abrahamic and perhaps other religions but we have not read or heard on the
influence of Zoroastrian architecture throughout history. We see use of
Zoroastrian design and symbolism in Islamic architecture as well.

And here we are in March of 2024 as we clean the dust in our hearts and
homes and begin anew. Spring equinox is around the corner, which marks the
first day of spring in the Northern Hemisphere. Symbolizing renewal, fertility,
and rebirth. In agricultural societies it is time to plant the seeds. As a
Zoroastrian my wish is for us to renew this existence, be kind to mother
nature and one another.

Nowruz Pirooz

Ushta,

Fariba
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Can We Truly Know What Zarathushtra Said?

Part two

by Dina G. McIntyre.

In Part 1, we looked at three Problems that have caused translations of the Gathas to differ so widely (and sometimes so wildly!).
Problem 2 is: Translators who think Zarathushtra's society was too primitive to use metaphors and express profound spiritual ideas.

And I mentioned that when Christ (who lived in a primitive
society) said Feed my sheep, linguists all agree that he used sheep
Yet when it comes to the Gathas, they think
Zarathushtra was too primitive to use metaphors.

as a metaphor.
(I will use
‘metaphor’ to include all types).

Metaphors are simply word pictures that express ideas, in ways
that are more interesting (and better remembered).

Some of Zarathushtra's metaphors are easy to understand,
such as his use of 'light' as a metaphor for truth (because truth
enlightens), (as we discussed in Part 1). Others are not as
obvious to us. They require that we put ourselves in the shoes

of the people of his culture, in order to understand his intent.

One such metaphor is 'cow' (gao-), which appears at the
beginning of the Gathas as geush urvan-. Urvan- means 'soul'.
Geush is simply the Avestan way of turning the stem gao- into a

possessive 'of (the) cow’, so geush urvan- means 'soul of the cow'.

Some linguists argue that ‘cow’ should be translated literally,
contending that Zarathushtra was advocating cattle raising;
others that Zarathushtra taught cow worship.

Let's get one thing straight. Zarathushtra envisioned a wholly
new perception of the Divine in the following two major ways

(among others). His society worshipped multiple deities who

www.czcjournal.org

had human forms, and were a mix of good and bad qualities
(like the deities of many ancient Indo-European cultures --
Scandanavian, Greek, Roman etc.). Zarathushtra rejected these
notions of the Divine.

He concluded (among other things) that the Divine is a wholly
beneficial, wholly enlightened being -- truth personified -- not a
mix of good and bad qualities. And the Divine has no physical
form. These two ideas were so revolutionary (in the ancient
world) that it captured the imagination of ancient Greeks, some
of whom adopted it. Porphyry, (234 to 305 CE) in his work Life
of Pythagoras said,

"These are the things he taught; but above all, to observe the
truth; for this was the only thing in which humans could come
close to God. For, as he learned from the Magi, God himself,
whom they call Oromazes, resembles light with regard to his
body and truth with regard to his soul." Vasunia translation
(2007).

A being of light is a way of describing a being with no physical
form, who personifies truth. An enlightened being.

Does it make sense that Zarathushtra, with his new envisionment
of the Divine, would worship a literal cow? Or that he would
use his lyrical songs to and about the Divine, to advocate rearing
literal cattle? Such opinions are also factually false. They are
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contradicted by the contexts of the verses in which 'cow' appears.
Judge for yourself. Here are just 2 examples.

Example 1: In Y28:1, referring to Wisdom's teachings
Zarathushtra asks, "... for (that) through which Thou mayest
satisfy...(my) good thinking and the soul of the cow (geush
urvan)." Y28:1, Insler 1975. Did Zarathushtra intend a
literal 'cow'? Well, cows do not know Avestan (not enough to
understand spiritual teachings). So Wisdom's teachings, given
to Zarathushtra in Avestan, could not possibly satisfy the soul of
a literal cow -- factual evidence that 'cow' here could only be a
metaphor.

Example 2: In Y29:5, Zarathushtra says,"Thus, indeed, did we
two continue to pray...with outstretched hands -- namely, my self
and that of the fertile cow..." Y29:5, Insler 1975. We don't know
if cows 'pray’. But we do know that a cow could not pray with
Zarathushtra (in Avestan), with 'outstretched hands'. A literal
cow does not have 'hands' that can be 'outstretched'. Factual
evidence that 'cow' in this verse could only be a metaphor.

So what did Zarathushtra intend 'cow' to stand for?

Haug (1907) and Taraporewala (1951) both thought that geush
urvan- represented 'Mother Earth'. Haug said,

"Geush urva means the universal soul of earth, the cause of all
life and growth. The literal meaning of the word, 'soul of the
cow' implies a simile; for the earth is compared to a cow."

Cameron (1968) thought that the cow stands for God's flock".
But none of these ideas fit many Gatha verses in which cow is
used. To illustrate: Y48:6, referring to the previously mentioned
'cow' says, "For she shall bring peace to us, she shall grant to us
the enduring and esteemed strength of good thinking [vohu-
manah-]..." Y48.6, Insler 1975. Neither the earth, nor 'God's
flock' grant peace. Nor do they grant the Divine quality good
thinking.

Insler thought the cow stands for Zarathushtra's good
envisionment (vanguhi daena-). This fits the ways in which

4 ls< _jE?h' Publication of Calfornia Zoroastrian Center ‘ No 208

Zarathushtra uses 'cow'. But I think there is a closer match.

Based on all the ways in which ‘cow' is used in the Gathas, I
think Zarathushtra uses 'cow’ as a metaphor for the beneficial
way of being (spenta- mainyu-) in (imperfect) mortal, material
existence.

One of his central concepts is the beneficial way of being
(spenta- mainyu-), which in the Gathas is the true, wholly good
order of existence (asha- vahishta-).

It is the Divine way of being ("...Thou, [mazda- "'Wisdom'], hast
come into the world with Thy [spenta- mainyu- 'beneficial way
of being']..." Y43:6, Insler 1975.

It is a Divine quality that mortals have incompletely, so it exists
imperfectly in the material world, ("Wise One, the deceitful are
not able to deflect those who are properly truthful from this
[spenta- mainyu- 'beneficial way of being'] Y47:4, Insler 1975).

Zarathushtra's society was rife with violence, cruelty, suffering,
thinking paralyzed by fear. Divine help was desperately needed
by the good, the beneficial, in mortal existence.

So (in a story telling way) if Zarathushtra was looking for a
material word picture (metaphor) to stand for the beneficial way
of being in mortal existence, what metaphor was available that
people in his society would immediately relate to?

Well, his society raised cattle and horses. Most people (who
were not wealthy and did not have herds of horses or cattle)
would have had at least one, or a few, cows because they depended
on cows for their survival. Cows were the source of milk, butter,
yoghurt, food, clothing. With no grocery stores, no social safety
net (food stamps, etc.), especially in winter, when plants did not
provide food, and hunting was difficult, a cow could mean the
difference between a family staying alive, or dying. In short, the
cow was central to their existence -- hugely beneficial in their
material world, necessary for their survival; just as the beneficial
way of being is central to one's spiritual existence, necessary
for one's spiritual survival and evolution to enlightenment (the
Endless Lights).

And 'cow' as a metaphor for the beneficial way of being (spenta-
mainyu-) in mortal, material existence, fits the context of all
Gatha verses in which 'cow' is used, and in addition generates a
beautiful network of related metaphors, which would have been
meaningful to the people of his culture:

-- Milk and butter (which come from the 'cow'):

The Lord Wisdom "...fashioned that [manthra-] of butter and
milk for the cow..." Y29:7, Insler 1975. Neither cows nor calves
eat 'butter. So it would be reasonable to conclude that "butter
and milk" are metaphors. In other words, Wisdom fashioned
teachings (manthra-) which nourish (butter and milk) the
beneficial in mortal existence (cow).

"But that man, [mazda- "Wisdom'], is both milk and butter

‘ www.czcjournal.org



(for Thee) namely, the one who has allied his conception with
good thinking..." Y49:5, Insler 1975. A beneficial way of being
generates good thinking in a person (just as a cow is the source
of milk and butter); and a good thinking person (milk and
butter) nourishes Wisdom.

-- "...the pasture of truth and good thinking." Y33:3" Insler
1975 (pastures nourish a cow, just as truth and good thinking
nourish the beneficial in mortal existence).

-- Being a pastor; both the Divine, and mortals, are called
pastors, (a pastor cares for cows, just as the Divine and mortals
nurture, care for, the beneficial in mortal existence).

-- Being a cattle-breeder (increasing the beneficial in mortal
existence) and many related metaphors -- bits and pieces of
a puzzle that fit together perfectly, and would have been so
meaningful to the people of his culture.

But even for them the cow and its network of metaphors would
have been a bit of a puzzle (although not as big a puzzle as it is
to us urban dwellers). So, we have to wonder: Why? Why did
Zarathushtra use this network of pastoral metaphors to express
his ideas in a way that would have posed a bit of a puzzle to
those who sang his songs? I think for many reasons. It was his
way of teaching, making people think, and entertaining them in
the process.

In Zarathushtra's culture, people had no books, movies, TV,
iphones, radios for entertainment. They enjoyed word games,
riddles, brain teasers as forms of entertainment. So as they sang
Zarathushtra's songs (the Gathas), unravelling the puzzle of the
'‘cow' and its related metaphors would have delighted ancient
One has only to think of the riddles posed to Zal
(in the Shah Nameh); as well as the legendary figure Yoishta
of the Fryanas who (in the YAv. Aban Yasht) begged a boon
that he might answer "the ninety-nine hard riddles" that his

Iranians.

adversary Akhtya "asks me maliciously”, to appreciate the
entertainment value that riddles and puzzles had for the people
of Zarathushtra's culture.

To see Zarathushtra's profound and beautiful teachings
degraded into 'cow worship' or animal husbandry, is a tragedy.
How can we rebut such degradations effectively, and understand

his teachings, if we don't know his language? In times past,
Zoroastrian luminaries like Azargoshasb, Dhalla, Kanga,
Taraporewala, Cama, Bode, rose to the challenge, and studied
Avestan (although Avestan was then in an earlier stage of the

decoding process).

Let us follow their example and make a new beginning. As a
community, we can acquire cutting-edge knowledge of Avestan
from Indo-Iranian philologists (not Pahlavi scholars), so that
we have a chance to understand the Gathas without the filters
of dominant religions, or later inconsistent Avestan and Pahlavi
texts, or opinions about the intelligence of "primitive" people.
There are still a few Indo-Iranian philologists alive who can
teach us. We can value and promote Indo-Iranian philologists,
so that the decoding of Avestan can continue, and accurate
knowledge of Avestan will not die out. We have a small window
of opportunity. And a choice.

Dina G. Mclntyre, is a Zoroastrian who was born in India
and came to the United States to attend college. She received
a Bachelor of Science degree from Carnegie Mellon University
(then Carnegie Institute of Technology), and a law degree from
the University of Pittsburgh, School of Law. Dina has practiced
law in the United States since 1964. She has two sons who also
are practicing lawyers. Prior to her retirement she was a member
of the bar of all federal and state courts in Pennsylvania, as well
as the United States Supreme Court. She has been a student of
the teachings of Zarathushtra since the early 1980s, and was the
Editor of a 12 lesson course on the Gathas called An Introduction
to the Gathas of Zarathushtra, which she distributed world-wide
in 1989-90. She has lectured on the teachings of Zarathushtra at
various conferences and seminars in the United States, Canada,
England, India, Venezuela, Australia New /Zealand and at the
World Parliament of Religions in 1993. Her writings on the
teachings of Zarathushtra have appeared in various Zarathushti
Journals and on www.zarathushtra.com

"Dina has recently created a website:

https://gathasofzarathushtra.com in which she lays out the
teachings of Zarathushtra at both basic and in-depth levels."
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Now Ruz Khjojasteh Baad - Let’s Revive the Now Ruz Table.

Years ago Aristotle told his royal student: “If you destroy the
Persians you will destroy one of the pillars of civilization (and
the world will be ours).”

Alexander did that, transformed the world, and in turn we
call him Great. Aristotle was right, today we live in a Roman
world our language has Latin roots our medicine and science
have Latin names even our God is anthropomorphic like the
Roman gods.

As individuals we live and die for money, as a nation we
discreetly conquer other nations and enslave people to amass
wealth AND ......

Now let’s look at the pillar that was destroyed and see if the
world would have been better off.

The Persian Empire was founded in 559 BCE by Cyrus the
Great, who gave the world its first charter of Human Rights, we
see for the first time progress being made for the common good
of all humankind.

Instead of building temples they built the first highway, 2400
kilometers long, from Susa to Sardis to promote safe movement
of people and their needs.

They connected the Mediterranean to the Red Sea via the Nile
and measured the depth of the waterways all the way to the
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Indus River to chart a safe route for ships.

They built Persipolis with paid labor from all over the empire.
They paid maternity leave to women workers and women
Generals lead the army.

They conquered tyrant rulers and replaced them with good
local leaders they freed the Jews and even gave them gold to go
and rebuilt what they had lost.

They respected and afforded the freedom of belief to the
conquered nations. In Babylonia they introduced a system of
irrigation that changed the face of the land; floods and famine
became a thing of the past, only to be mentioned in the Epic of
Gilgamesh and Noah's Ark.

They even introduced the use of wisdom among their enemies,
the Greeks, for we see a short influx of philosophers after the
peace treaty of 449 BCE, signed between the Persian and the
Greeks.

Majority of the philosophers were born in the Persian Empire
and moved to Athens around this period. Herodotus says
“The erection of statues, temples, and altars is not an accepted
practice among the Persians, and anyone who does such a thing
is considered a fool..”

What was the philosophy behind this rational benevolent
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behavior? Over 3750 years ago there lived a Gentleman in
the kingdom of Balkh, near Lake Hamoun on the borders of
modern day Afghanistan and Iran who designated 63 degrees
longitude as the scientific Meridian of the earth.

His thesis was based on the fact that when it is Mid Day (Nim
Rooz) at 63 degrees longitude, there is sunshine all over the
hemisphere from Japan the land of the rising sun and Australia
to the western tips of Africa. In Afghanistan this location is
stilled unwittingly called Nim Ruz.

Hello Galileo too late! NIM ROOZ This Gentleman who has
many other discoveries to his credit was a realist who in an era
when gods and goddesses ruled, proclaimed that earthquakes,
typhoons and hurricanes were not acts of God, but the course
of nature and advised that instead of prayers we should use
our wisdom and find ways to live in harmony with such acts of
nature.

He further declared - “Wisdom creates Happiness and Pain”.
He also advised:

Everything that is created is first a thought, so let your thoughts
be Good. Good Thoughts are those that are in harmony with
nature. Let ONLY your good thoughts be known through Good
Words, for that is when creation first comes into being.

Thus giving the maxim: Good Thoughts, Good Words, Good
Deeds. He prescribed a seven step formula for progress, derived
from nature. Where in wealth is measured by innovations that
lead humankind towards perfection. The reward: Immortality;
by way of fame and good name and the loss of the “Fear of
Death”.

Gold, diamonds and dollars are not what you amass; you don’t
need to conquer for resources, you share your innovations and
make best use of available resources in harmony with nature.

These SEVEN steps formed the pillar of the Persian civilization
which Alexander destroyed and have since been lost to myths
and superstition. It is incorporated in the Torah and the Bible
but not understood.

The Wise Men gave the first three principles to baby Jesus, they
are the ones that have to be achieved the other four follow.

“Seven Eternal Laws” Symbolized on the Nou Rooz Table

1-VOHU-MANA - BAH MAN - Good Mind - Use your Good
Mind to inquire and learn the

2- ASHA-VAHISTA- ARDIBESHT - Ultimate Truth- the Laws
of Nature- Use them to make

3- KASH-ATRA-VAIRYA - SHAHRIVAR- Good Rules -
Good LawsGood Products - Which will lead to

4- SEPANTA-ARMAITY - ESFAND- Lawful Desire -
Righteousness - which will pave the way towards

5- HURVATATA - KHORDAD- Perfection - Mental, Physical
and Spiritual — which will lead to

6- AMERETATA - AMORDAD- Immortality —-a) In Death
being remembered for your good work for generations (b) In
Life by losing the fear of Death -resulting in oneness with

7- AHURA-MAZDA - KHOD AH- The Creator of Wisdom
- KHOD AH through Self Realization- KHOD = Self AH = to
come.

These seven laws sit on the Nou Rooz Table every year in every
house that celebrates Nou Rooz. Be it Persian, Afghani, Tajik,
Uzbek, Kazak, Azeri, Kurd, Indian or Armenian, Bahai, Esmaili,
Shia, Sunni, Yahyahe or Zarathushti.

Will not the world be a better place if we all understood the
real message the meaning of which is confirmed by the Bible?
The British Columbia Parliament building-Victoria, Canada
has honored the author of these laws with a window pane
which bears the name “Zoroaster” and calls him the father of
philosophy.

With advance in knowledge it is time to transform back to
these time tested principles; discard superstition and blind faith,
stop the perusal of wealth.

Stop wars and the enslaving of nations and people for resources.
Work for the wellbeing and perfection of all humankind. Spread
the Nou Rooz table for all to partake for we have seen it has
nothing to do with any race religion or nation.

Those who celebrate Nou Rooz please frame these Seven Laws
of Nature and put it on your Nou Rooz Table and endeavor to
follow it. Let’s not be considered fools.

Posted by: Phil Masters with thanks to author Fariborz
Rahnamoon

Ahunavaiti Gatha Translation Book Review

Artemis Javanshir

Behram S. Deboo's translation of "Divine Songs of Zarathushtra Gatha Ahunaviti" encompasses the initial seven
hymns of the Gathas, composed by Zarathushtra around 3700 years ago. This literary work not only provides a
glimpse into Zarathushtra's life but also delves into key concepts presented in the Gathas. What stood out to me
was the inclusion of Avestan verses in din dabireh script alongside the English script. I particularly appreciated
the translation of each Avestan word into English, contributing to a comprehensive understanding.

The addition of explanations at the conclusion of each verse significantly clarified the translation, facilitating
deeper reflection on the message conveyed. Deboo's translation, marked by its accessibility and poetic expression,

DIVINE SONGS OF ZARATHUSHTRA
GATHA AHUNAVAITI

evokes a spiritual resonance, making it suitable for readers seeking a profound connection with the text. Whether

one is a novice or an experienced student of the Gathas, this book proves valuable. I eagerly anticipate Behram S.
Deboo's future translations encompassing the remaining verses of the Gathas.
To purchase a copy of this book please email Behram Deboo at mnbdeboo@yahoo.com directly.

Translated by
Behram 5. Deboo

First Edifion: Morch 2022
Copyright € by Behcom % Debes
A righis s rers
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The influence of Zoroastrianism on Architecture

throughout history

Kaveh Arbab

Architecture is the footprint of civilization. It tells the
world who you are and who you were as a people. The
creation and destruction of architecture has told the story of
civilization since its conception. These stories reverberate
through the stones of buildings that were constructed many
lifetimes ago.

One example of this is the Western Wall in Jerusalem
(figure 2). We often see visitors to the wall, Jewish and non-
Jewish, break down in tears upon encountering its stones.
How can a stone wall have this effect? The story of why
those limestone blocks were quarried, chiseled and put in
place is at the core of the history of our modern civilization.

Figure 2: The Western Wall, Jerusalem
The Western Wall serves as part of the Foundation for
the “Temple Mount. The Temple Mount was the location

of the Jewish First Temple and the Second temple. The
First Temple was built by King Solomon in 957 B.C.. This
temple was destroyed in 587 B.C. by the Neo Babylonian
Empire under Nebuchadnezzar II. The Babylonians forced
the displacement of the Jews from the Kingdom of Judah to
Babylon where they lived as slaves to the Neo Babylonian
Empire.

In 539 B.C., the Iranian and Zoroastrian King Cyrus
conquered Babylon, by his contemporary accounts, without
force. As a Zoroastrian, King Cyrus believed in the
importance of freedom of choice as professed in the Gathas
(songs) of Zoroaster which form the core of Zoroastrian
philosophy and religion. In Gatha 4.11 , Zoroaster says
: “O Wise One, at the beginning, You, through Your mind,
fashioned for us the living world, conceptions and intellects,
put life in the physical frame, and gave deeds and words, so
that one makes his/her choice through free will.” In 538 B.C.,

Figure 1: Ardashir's Temple, Pars, Iran. Reconstruction by Kaveh Arbab.

King Cyrus issued the ‘Edict of Cyrus’ which allowed the
Jewish people to return to their Kingdom of Judah or stay
in Babylon at their own will, this is corroborated by Isaiah’s
verses in the Dead Sea Scrolls which are approximately 2,000
years old. Estimates say that about 50,000 Jews returned to
their ancestral homeland while others chose to remain in
a liberated Babylon. King Cyrus then commissioned the
construction of the Second Temple in Jerusalem in the same
location as King Solomon’s First Temple.

King Cyrus is famous for building his own structures as well.
In his city of Pasargadae, Iran, he built massive structures
such as Tall-e Takht whose foundation can still be seen today
(figure 3). At approximately 80 meters by 80 meters wide,

Figure 3: Tall-e Takht, Pasargadae, Iran, 6th century B.C.
Tall-e Takht would have been more than twice the size of the

Parthenon. In these ruins, archaeologists have discovered
some of the first known dovetail staple joints which are used
to connect stones to each other. In figure 4, you can see that
a dovetail joint is cut at the intersection of two stones, iron
‘staples’ are placed in the joint and then concrete is poured
over them to create a reinforced connection. This is one of
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Figure 4: Iron Dovetail Staples at Pasargadae
the earliest precedents to structural rebar. It comes as no

surprise that as a Master Builder, King Cyrus would see the
construction of the Second Temple as an important way to
communicate and establish the foundational principles of
free will in his new empire.

The Second Temple was completed in 515 B.C. under the
rule of Darius 1 the Great, a successor to King Cyrus and
The construction of this temple
represented the right to choose to return to one’s ancestral
homeland and the beginning of a new period in Jewish
history. This period came to be known as the ‘Second
Temple Period. This Period along with the Second Temple
itself would come to an end in 70 a.d. at the hands of the
Romans, but not before the Jewish and Iranian peoples
would find themselves both under the oppressive rule of
another group of Helens, The Macedonian Seleucids.

a devout Zoroastrian.

The Seleucids came to power after centuries of tension

Figure 5: Part of the archaeological
remains called Perserschutt, or "Persian
rubble": remnants of the destruction
of Athens by the armies of Xerxes.
Photographed in 1866, just after excavation.

between the Hellenistic world and the Persian Achaemenid
empire. In the 5th century B.C., King Darius 1 the Great
was succeeded by his son, King Xerxes The Great. Xerxes
found himself at the peak of the Achaemenid Empire
and at one of its furthest frontiers, mainland Greece. In
480 B.C., King Xerxes defeated the Greeks at the famous
battle of Thermopylae. Perhaps due to frustration with
the Greek resistance, he and his imperial army went on
through the Pass of Thermopylae to destroy the heart of
Hellenistic civilization - Athens. Upon entering Athens,
the Achaemenid army went to the Acropolis and razed

the old Temple of Athena and the Old Parthenon. These
two pieces of architecture represented some of the highest
forms of Hellenistic culture and religion. Following this,
the Achaemenid General Mardonius who was a nephew
of Darius 1 The Great, attempted to offer a peace treaty
by proposing Greek self-governance in exchange for vassal
state status. Mardonius employed Alexander 1 of Macedon
as an intermediary. Macedon was then a vassal state of the
Persian Achaemenid Empire. The Macedonians were allowed
to maintain their own semi-autonomous government and
native religious and cultural institutions. This was the case
for the whole of the Achaemenid Empire because of the
ideological foundation built by King Cyrus. The Athenians
and Spartans refused the terms of the negotiation and

Figure 6: The Zoroaster Cube and the Tomb of Darius the Great, near
Persepolis, Iran

consequently, virtually the entire city of Athens was razed to
the ground by Mardonius.

These events would resonate in the memory of the
Hellenistic peoples for years to come. 150 years later
(330 B.C.), Alexander III of Macedon (commonly known
as Alexander the Great) would use the memory of this
destruction as justification for the destruction of Persepolis
during his conquest of the Achaemenid Empire. Persepolis
was the ceremonial and administrative capital of the
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Persian Achaemenid Empire. Along with the destruction
of the Apadana Palace which was built by Darius 1 and
Xerxes 1, Alexander and his army located and destroyed
the Achaemenid Avesta. The Avesta is the collection of
Zoroastrian texts which form the canon of the Zoroastrian
religion. It also included scientific knowledge that had been
recorded by the Iranian Zoroastrian peoples for centuries.
The Avesta has been destroyed and salvaged in different
capacities over the past few thousand years and a portion
of it remains to this day, including the core 17 Gathas of
Zoroaster which were never lost. According to Abu Zayd Al
Balkh, a Persian author born in 850 a.d., the Avesta was kept
in the Zoroaster Cube (figure 6) located at Naqsh-e Rostam,
near to Persepolis. According to preliminary investigation
with my colleague, Caleb Goodfellow, rough calculations
indicate that the volume within the Zoroaster cube could
have been enough to house the full texts of the original
Avesta with room for circulation/ access to the texts. The
total exterior volume is 640 cubic meters (not including
the tiered base). The exterior walls have an average width
of approximately 1.6 meters, leaving the total interior
volume with somewhere between 300 - 400 cubic meters.
The total volume of the scrolls can be roughly interpreted
using descriptions of the length of the Achaemenid Avesta
in later middle Persian texts and warrants further detailed
investigation and documentation. Smoke marks on the
interior surfaces of the structure also help corroborate the
theory that Alexander set this treasury ablaze from within.
The architecture does not have sufficient ventilation to
maintain a holy fire when the entry door is closed and
the design does not at all resemble later Zoroastrian Fire
temples. Therefore the smoke marks are more likely due to
damage than ceremony.

Across from the Zoroaster Cube, the tomb of Darius 1
the Great is carved into the face of a cliff, elevated above
the ground. If the Zoroaster cube was a treasury for the
Avesta, it would make sense that Darius wanted to design
the architecture of his tomb in line with the Zoroaster
Cube, representing a reverence to the knowledge of the
Avesta which served as the foundation of the Achaemenid
Empire and its Iranian, Zoroastrian heritage. It is believed
that Alexander burned the Avesta only after copying the
scientific information that the invading Helens found to be
useful.

After Alexander’s early death, his empire fragmented
and its largest remaining portion was claimed by one
of his Generals, Seleucus. Despite these tragic blows to
Iranian/ Zoroastrian culture, Alexander and the successive
Seleucids yearned to emulate the great Achaemenids of the
past and assume the role of successors to the Achaemenid
throne. Seleucus gave himself the title ‘King of Kings of
Persia, which was the title employed by the Persian Kings
of the Achaemenid empire. The Achaemenid empire was
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Figure 8: Frataraka Ardakshir 1 coin, mid 3rd century b.c.

the first empire in history to reach such a grand scale and
was geographically the largest empire of antiquity. The
Macedonians had a certain reverence for the empire they
were once a part of and relied on its systems to maintain
continuity of control. For these reasons, the Seleucids
allowed (perhaps without much choice) Iranian Satrapies
to maintain native Iranian governors and even Zoroastrian
religious practices. We see evidence of this on the coins of
the Fratarakas (Governors) of Pars, where Persepolis and
Pasargadae are located. The coins show structures which
resemble the Zoroaster Cube next to a flag known as the
‘Derafsh Kaviani’ which represents the story of the mythical
Kaveh the Blacksmith and resistance to foreign rule. The
structures on the coins could have been smaller versions
of the Zoroaster cube where portions of the Avesta were
salvaged. On these coins, the Persian Fratakras stand in
the same pose as Darius 1 is depicted on his tomb at Naqsh
e Rostam, praying with uplifted arms in the direction of a
sacred fire that sits above the structure. This symbolism
represents a poignant reverence and dedication to the
institutions, history and knowledge that Alexander sought
to destroy. The Zoroastrian Persians of Pars would hold
on to this dedication for centuries to come until they found
the right opportunity to re-establish their rule of the Iranian
Plateau and beyond.

In the second century B.C., another tribe of Iranian
Zoroastrians from the North known as the Parthians were
sweeping the Iranian Plateau, defeating the Seleucids and
re-establishing Iranian rule in the region. At the same time,
Jews in Jerusalem known as the Maccabees were revolting
against the Seleucids who were forcing Hellenistic culture
on the Jews. In 167 a.d. Seleucid Emperor Antiochus IV
banned Jewish practices and spoiled the Second Temple. The
Maccabees revolted and in 164 B.C. were able to re-dedicate
the Temple, an event that is commemorated by Hannukah
which translates as “dedication”. Struggles with the Seleucids
continued in following years until The Jewish people were
able to establish informal Autonomy in 140 B.C.. It was later
in the 1st century b.c. that Jewish King Herod would expand
the Second Temple with the construction of the Western
Wall. Meanwhile, to the East of Jerusalem In 141 B.C., the
Parthian King Mithradates II reclaimed Mesopotamia from
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the Seleucids and in 139 b.c. Seleucid emperor Demtrius II
was captured by the Parthians in battle. This established full
reclamation of the Iranian plateau by the Parthians.

While the Parthians were Iranian Zoroastrians, they
did maintain elements of Western Hellenistic culture in
their empire. One example of this is the Anahita temple
in Kermanshah, Iran which consists of Hellenistic Ionic
columns (figure 9).

Some of the Parthian Kings also chose to wear a Hellenistic
diadem as their crown and used Greek lettering on their
coins.
(Figure 10). Over time, the Parthians would shed elements
of Hellenistic culture, however it wasn’t until the 3rd
century a.d. that Hellenistic culture and symbolism would
be significantly purged in Iran.

This can be seen on the coins of Mithradates 1

In 224 A.D., a Persian Zoroastrian from Pars named

il

Figure 9: Anahita Temple, Kermanshah, Iran

Ardashir 1, reclaimed the Empire from the Parthians and
established the Sassanian dynasty as King of Kings of
Iran and non-Iran. On his coins, Ardashir adorns strictly
Iranian attire with a Zoroastrian fire altar on the reverse
side (figure 11). This symbolic and graphic standard would
last on coinage in the region for over 5 centuries to come.
Ardashir also masterfully employed Architectural design
to establish a new precedent for indigenous Iranian and
Zoroastrian revivalism. One of the greatest examples of
this is his fire temple in Piruzabad, Pars, Iran. This temple
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Figure 10: Mithradates 1 coin

Figure 11: Ardashir 1 coin

broke free from Hellenistic tradition and centered its design
around Zoroastrian ceremony and Achaemenid detailing.
In figure 12, we can see a virtually identical reproduction
of Achaemenid header moldings from the Apadana Palace
in Persepolis reproduced in Ardashir’s Fire Temple. The
moldings consist of 3 tiered rounded flutes splaying
out towards a horizontal bar at the top. This detail is a
demonstration of how the Sassanians revered and wished
to continue the legacy of their Achaemenid Zoroastrian
forefathers who lived over 6 centuries before them. The
entry to the interior is covered by a grand vaulted archway.
This archway would be emulated in the palace known
as Taq-e Kasra, built by Ardashir’s son, Shapur 1, in the
Western Sassanian capital of Ctesiphon. The Ctesiphon
Arch is the largest spanning unreinforced brickwork vault
existing in the world today. Inside of Ardashir’s Temple

in Piruzabad, there are 3 domes which housed the sacred
The architecture of these domes is composed of a
unique geometry that became a defining composition in

fire.
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Figure 12: Achaemenid and Sassanian door moldlngs

Zoroastrian Architecture. The geometry of the interior
negotiates a transition from cubic geometry at the ground
level to a circular, dome geometry at the ceiling (figure 12).
This transition is accomplished with convex conic brickwork
at the top four corners of the cubic volume. The flatter sides
at the base of the dome are punctured with arched openings
and faux openings. This can still be seen in the ruins of
the original structure from which I generated a digital
reconstruction (figure 1, figure 13).

These standards set forth by Ardashir 1 would persist with
astounding continuity beyond the 7th century a.d. when the
Arabs invaded Iran carrying the flag of their newly founded
religion, Islam. This invaders in many ways attempted to
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erase Iranian and Zoroastrian identity, however struggled
to do so. For example, Iran is one of the only nations

conquered by the Muslim Arabs to retain their native
language. Another example of this struggle to erase Iranian
and Zoroastrian identity is coinage from over a century after

Figure 14: Reconstruction of the
interior dome by Kaveh Arbab

Figure 13: Interior of
Ardashir 1's Fire Temple

the initial invasions. The Abbasid Caliphate had to issue
special coins to parts of Iran that were completely different
than the coins that they typically issued to other regions in
the Caliphate. One such example are coins that were issued
for the Governors of Tabaristan (modern day Mazandaran)
such as Sulaiman ben Mansur (788-790 a.d.). The Iranian
people of Tabaristan would not recognize the Abbasid
currency which was marked with excerpts from the Quran

written in Arabic. As a result, the Abbasid’s were forced to

Figure 15: Abbasid Caliphate coin
issued for Tabaristan

retain the Zoroastrian fire altar on the reverse side of the
coins. They also retained the Sassanian style crown on the
front side of the coin, however, due to Islamic law, replaced
the face with abstract shapes.

We see a similar use of Zoroastrian design and symbolism in

Figure 16: Jameh Mosque, Figure : ]e osque,
Isfahan, Iran Yazd, Iran
Islamic architecture. Several mosques throughout Iran and
beyond use the same geometrical organization of the interior
domed spaces that we see in the Fire Temple of Ardashir 1.
In examples such as the Jameh Mosque of Isfahan, Jameh
Mosque of Yazd and the Shah Mosque of Isfahan (just to
name a few), we see the same geometric negotiation of a
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cubic volume to a domed volume with convex conical forms
at the top four corners of the cubic volume. Just as seen in
the Ardashir 1 Fire temple, the flatter faces at the bases of
the domes are punctured with openings and faux openings.
One significant difference we see is the use of pointed
The pointed arch is
often attributed to Islamic architecture, however, we see the
pointed arch employed by the Sassanians before the Islamic
invasions in structures such as the Shapouri Bridge in the
Lorestan province of Iran and the Gavmishan Bridge in the
Ilam province of Iran. The Gavmishan bridge was destroyed
by the Sassanians themselves as they were retreating from
the Arabs in order to slow down the invasion.

arches instead of rounded arches.

Figure 18: Shapouri Bridge, Lorestan, Iran

Over 1400 years after the fall of the Zoroastrian Sassanian
empire, Fire Temples exist around the world to this day
and are still being built and renovated. Over the course of
thousands of years, these fires have proven to be a challenge
to extinguish and tend to respawn again when they are.

Kaveh Arbab is an Iranian
American and Zoroastrian living
in Los Angeles with his wife and
daughter. ~ After growing up in
Pittsburgh and acquiring a Bachelor's
of Science in Architecture from
the Ohio State University, Kaveh
moved to Los Angeles where he
completed his Master’s degree in
Architecture at UCLA. After UCLA
Kaveh went on to work for Architect
4| Frank Gehry and then started his
own design practice which he runs
today primarily designing luxury
homes. After visiting Iran in his
youth, Kaveh developed a passion for
| Iranian history. Today he dedicates
| most of his free time to studying this
history and Zoroastrian literature.
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Please send your “Ask Nahid” questions that are within the confines of various aspects of the Zoroastrian
religion/culture or conflict resolution to cninfo@czcjournal.org

Dear Nahid,
Does God answer our prayers?
Shaheen

Dear Shaheen,

Our faith is the answer to our prayers. We are the answer to
our prayers. God is the answer to our prayers. Community is the
answer to our prayers. Our prayers are answered every day in a
multitude of ways that we may or may not see.

God answers our prayers in the manner that we need it, not
always the way in which we want it answered. I personally
believe that the word God is the universal Human collective.
We are that which we pray for and seek guidance and protection
for. Ahura Mazda is the highest wisdom and truth that we strive
for in life and that which we pray to. In praying to Ahura Mazda,
we seek our wisdom in community, aid in those we trust and
confide in, peace from those who can support us, success in the
sciences that can keep us healthy.

How easy would it be to see the divine answers in our prayers
around getting good results. How many tests results and how
many health reports are prayed on every night and day. When
outcomes or results seem out of our control — we result to prayer.
We reach out to that universal concept of hope and control to
keep us safe and healthy and happy.

Does not mean that prayers will always have positive outcomes.
For reasons we still seek answers for, war, famine, illness, all still
exist with however much prayer we may attempt to eradicate
them. Even those these prayers are not answered immediately -
we have a hand in those outcomes. God can only aid us as much
as we wish to aid ourselves.

Prayers are multifold and issues forth for many reasons. Praying
is like placing our worries, joys, stress, love, fears, blessings, and
hope into a large bowl of universal neutralizers. Once we pray,
we then move to trusting that we will be protected and cared for
by our own highest truths and that of our community around
us. We pray for each other. We pray for ourselves. We even pray

for strangers who we will never meet but wish well.

We pray regularly as a reminder to have faith and to remember
our community’s needs and wants. Our Khordeh Avesta prayers
are daily reminders to practice Good Words, Good Deeds, and
Good Thoughts. The Tan Doorosti prayer serves as a blessing
for ourselves and our loved ones. Our Paymoneh Deen prayers
is a reminder to honor the Zoroastrian Community and our
religion.

Regardless, if you believe that the one God we all pray to is
an actual supreme being or the concept of a greater realm of
existence - our prayers are heard and answered in ways that we
wish we could comprehend. The true answers to our prayers
may not be evident to us for months, years or maybe lifetimes
in the future. But they will be answered, without fanfare or
expectation of thanks. So keep praying and know that your
prayers are heard by God, and the answers are found in the
community and the people around you.

Nahid Dashtaki completed
her master’s in both Dispute
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Resolution and Public Policy

from Pepperdine University.
She has received two
Bachelor of Science degrees
in International Relations
and Comparative Literature
from the University of
California, Irvine along
with extensive international
work experience in the
Middle East and Asia. \
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A weekend
at the
Asha Centre

Divya Kaur

It was 11 am, and the day finally arrived to travel to the Asha
Centre. Since becoming a Zoroastrian this was one place that I
wanted to go to, as it had activities, surroundings and values that
aligned with my own beliefs, even more so as a Zoroastrian. To
give some insight, for those that do not know, the Asha Centre,
located in the Forest of Dean, Gloucester, is the home to Richard,
Zerbanoo, Mark and Alex Gifford. It is a place where people
receive inspiration and can connect more deeply with nature,
each other and their higher selves. It has education in ethical
leadership, interfaith understanding, sustainable development
and the performing arts. That's a bit about the Asha Centre, now
steering back to my journey on this trip. Two trains and one
minibus later, I had arrived at one of the most beautiful places in
the UK. The crisp warm air touching your skin, the smell of fresh
grass and flowers, and a fantastic view with several Zarathustris,
gathered outside. The World Zoroastrian Organisation (WZO)
and the Zoroastrian Trust Funds of Europe (ZTFE) were present
in this crowd; it was a mix of different faces, some new, some
old. There were many familiar faces from the congress; it had
been three months since the last gathering, and exchanges of
conversations, greetings and friendly smiles were given. We ate
lunch, assigned and dropped our bags off into the rooms; we
then had a welcome and introduction session, which was led by
Mark Gifford, where we learnt each other names and a particular
interest we each have; we continued those introductory games
until we went off for our tea break!

The Asha Centre’s appearance looked like a Georgian cottage/
summer house. The main house in the centre has a large dining
room, modern kitchen with meals prepared on-site by staff,
drawing room, office, library and elegant en-suite bedrooms,
with the cabins around the corner all lined up next to each other.
Couples and youth could stay at the new facility that had just been
built, The Farm, located about a mile from the centre. Mark gave

14 l'dﬂﬁ _j‘é?h' Publication of Calfornia Zoroastrian Center ‘ No 208

us a tour after we had settled in, a view of the gardens, forest, the
peace pavilion, main house, the labyrinth (my favourite), Golden
Tiger Eco Lodge, as well as a little camp hut inspired by J.R.R
Tolkien used to spend his holidays in the forest of dean. There
were several organic vegetable and fruit crops on-site; you could
pick and eat them whenever you wished. We then walked back
and had some tea; and did some team-building activities, which
consisted of trust-building, working together, and having open
conversations without fearing judgment in a safe space.

The day was quite intense with the travel, meeting new people,
being in a new place, and being open and vulnerable in front of
our community; we were given some free time before we went
to dinner and participated in talent night. Talent night was
memorable. It was one of the many hilarious evenings we had
at the centre; some sang, did magic tricks, tell jokes, but we all
came together at the end of this long day and made some happy
and memorable memories. The darkness hit as the centre was
nowhere near a city; some headed back to the farm, others stayed
to mingle, and some went to bed to prepare for the next day.

The peaceful sounds of being amongst nature in the middle
of nowhere left us all having a quiet night. We woke up to the
sounds of nature, birds and calm serenity. It was day two at the
Asha Centre; we had the opportunity to do some yoga with
one of the Zarathushtris, a professional yoga teacher; she had a
session first thing to help us relax for the day. As our schedule
was tight, I decided to go oftf mid-session to explore the gardens
and the labyrinth. The labyrinth of Chartres Cathedral is a
labyrinth and is used for walking, meditation and communion
with nature. It is enclosed by a circle of indigenous English trees,
sacred to and selected for ASHA by the Druids of the Forest of
Dean. The idea of the labyrinth is to ask a question you want
an answer to, free your mind and walk around it until you get
the answer. I managed to get an answer to my question and
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continued walking around it, but connecting with nature was a
surreal and calming experience. Breakfast came around, and we
then had a session on ‘exploring unity within the community:
empathy session’, hosted by Adrian Locher, another member of
the Asha Centre who was fantastic throughout the weekend.

Unless they were Zoroastrian-specific, the group discussions
were quite heavy and vulnerable. Many talks were based on what
I believe in and what the elders believe. Do my beliefs match?
Am I happy with how I am progressing? Do I want to be a part
of any community conflicts? Is this my fight, or there's? How can
we be a better community? How do we, as the youth, make it
better for the youth and future generations who are Zoroastrian?
How do we teach others about our religion? etc....

As young Zoroastrians, we are constantly trying to navigate
life and faith, which can be difficult sometimes. Zoroastrians
are taught to always make choices that align with Asha, being
progressive and righteous for ourselves and those around us. As
a new Zoroastrian coming in, I could not comment as I felt it
was not my place; but I could empathise, support and observe.

After the empathy session, we had a group walk into the forest
of Dean—Yasna 48.6 D.J. Irani - The Gathas The Hymns of
Zarathustra. For Armaity, the holy spirit of Rightmindedness,
with the power of determined thought, Shall bless us with peace,
prosperity and vigour of spirit. For her, did Ahura Mazda make
the plants grow, through Truth's law of Nature, At the time of
the origination of Life." As a Zoroastrian who lives in the city,
we can often neglect to connect to nature, even though it's one
of the fundamentals for us, which benefits us, and most of
our festivals are based around nature. Our walk was aimed at
visiting Saint Anthony's Well, an ancient sacred spring and holy
well; there have been many success stories regarding the healing
of certain sicknesses and diseases after bathing in this well. A
few decided to have this experience, and we gathered around the
well to cheer them on; the water temperature was very cold, but
overall, it was a fun experience. We continued to walk through
the forest, smelling the freshness of nature and listening to the
calming sounds; feeling refreshed and ready to head into the
group session after the tea break.

The group discussion was an open space to allow us to share and
connect. We played certain games that allowed us to share our
stories, ideas, and what we found about each other. There was a
game where we had to listen and repeat our partners' discussion,
which taught us practical ways to listen and respond. The topic
of the discussion touched on some previously discussed points,
such as the difficulties faced in the community and how we, as
youth, can create a positive and safe space for us and future
generations of the community. The group discussion was very
intimate and heavy, as being in a group of 60 people, there were
a lot of various opinions and views. We had some free time once
the session had ended, and then we had dinner. I would like to
add that the Asha Centre was very accommodating regarding
the facility, food and dietary restrictions; the staff were helpful
throughout, as well as Zerbanoo, whom we saw regularly and
joined in on our sessions and Mark, who also conducted the

sessions with Adrian. The evening ended with a bonfire night;
this was a fun evening; we spent over an hour trying to light
up the fire, and we then had to call the Mobeds to use their
fire-making skills to light it up, which eventually worked! We
shared stories, played games and laughed as it was our final
night together before our departure the next day.

After our yoga and breakfast, we had a group session on
‘Connecting with Zoroastrianism: The Amesha Spentas’; we had
to go off into groups where we discussed what each benevolent
being attributed to and how we can apply their knowledge to
help our community. A few knew the Amesha Spentas, and
many didn’t, so it was a great learning experience for everyone to
expand their knowledge. We all presented our work back to each
other, combined with our final session, ‘Next Steps and Final
Evaluation, where we discussed how we would improve ourselves
in Zoroastrianism and the community. There were mentions of
helping each other in community discussions, challenging views
and ideas, and talks of teaching non-Zoroastrians about our
religion to help it spread and teach people about our history. I
felt these talks were very much needed, but before we apply our
religion to others and educate them about it, we must educate
ourselves and build a solid foundation to achieve this goal. I had
to depart early compared to the rest, and one piece of information
that I wished to share was to read the Gathas. With all this
discussion of conflicts, man-made rules, gender inequality, etc...
The Gathas have all the knowledge needed for every Zoroastrian
and other people. There is no gender inequality in the Gathas, no
man-made rules or rules except every action that should be made
using the good mind (vohu manah) and being for the righteous
cause (Ashem Vohu) of everyone and every being.

I may not have shared many of my points and views during this
trip, but I learned a lot and had many opportunities to reflect
on my growth. Zoroastrianism surrounds us in many ways:
community, nature, wearing a sedreh if you choose, reading the
Gathas, and even reflecting, etc.... It’s a practice that surrounds
us, and after this wholesome trip, I realised that Zoroastrianism
is a practice that no matter how far out we go with our lives,
conflicts, careers and social lives, our good minds will always
bring us back home.

Divya lives in Birmingham,
UK. She studied at
Birmingham City University
and continued at University
College, Birmingham. She
works as a theatre support
worker in surgical theatres
in the NHS and in her spare
time she loves to act, sing
and be creative.
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or Sanctuaries that Zoroastrians, as well some non-Zoroastrians,

visit as pilgrimage sites.

Much has been written about them. There are fascinating
anecdotal stories and historical accounts about them. I encourage
those who are interested to explore these stories and accounts
through the many reputable sources available and, if possible, to
have a chat with folks who have experienced the Pirs in person.

So how do the Pirs fit into my personal life?

I was born in India and spent my early years there with my
parents, who were Yazdi Iranian Zoroastrians. In those days, my
parents migrated to India from Yazd for a better life. My desire
while living in India was always to one day discover and fulfill
my return to my Iranian roots and heritage.

After I met and married my Iranian Zoroastrian wife from
Teheran, Iran, I decided to live in Iran with her and her family. I
even completed my two years conscription as a second lieutenant
officer in the pre-revolution Iranian army to prove my dedication
to supporting my Iranian heritage.

While living and working in Iran, it became very important
for me to visit Yazd and the places my parents and my ancestors
grew up in. I considered it my mission to visit the places they
cherished as important aspects of their heritage. As part of that
effort, it became essential for me to visit my ancestral home in
Mabhalleh Dastooran in Yazd and visit all of the Zoroastrian
pilgrimage sites in and around Yazd.

The city of Yazd in Iran is so dear to me and full of good
memories of my life. I visited Yazd many times during my stay
in Iran and spent quality time there with family and friends.
As part of that pilgrimage and goal, I was fortunate enough to
visit the Pirs of Yazd and experience the value and the serenity
offered by these very special places.

From my personal experience and my visits during my stay
in Iran, I recollected visiting the following Holy Shrines as a
pilgrimage with either my family members and/or Parsi friends.
Based on my visits and recollections, I thought I would mention
the names and approximate locations of these very special
pilgrimage sites in Yazd. My hope is that when the opportunity
arises, others can also also visit these wonderful places.

Pirs in and 1 Yazd City that 11 isited are:

« Piré Sabz [Chak-Chak or Drip-Drip] (near Ardakan)
o Piré Herisht (near Ardakan)

« Piré Pars-Banoo (on Esfahan Road to Yazd)

o Piré Naraki (near Mehriz)

The PIRs of Yazd in Iran

- A Personal Journey

Mobed Fariborz Shahzadi

¢ Piré Morad (near Ghassem-abad)

o Piré Naréstan (near Maryam-abad)

e Séta Pir = (3 Pirs) Piré Meherbanoo, Piré Mahseti & Piré
Méhasa (in Maryam-abad)

o Piré Chéhel-Cherag [or 40 lights] (near Ghassem-4bad)

« Piré Baba-Sherbati (in Taft)

o Piré Sarvé-Chem (in Cham)

« Piré Do-Sarv (in Mobarakeh)

Other Pirs in and around Yazd I have “not” visited:

(and there may be others that are not on this list or that I am

not aware of)

o Piré Rah-Chune-Dar (also known as Piré Pelleh-Dar) (near
Mahhaleh in Yazd)

o Piré Kushkeh-Sabz (near Mahhaleh in Yazd)

o Piré Kooshkeh-Bozorg (near Mahhaleh in Yazd)

« Piré Béjoli (near Mahhaleh in Yazd)

o Piré-Master Khodabaksh (in Mahhaleh in Yazd)

« Piré Elias (near Marker Clock Tower in Yazd City)

o Piré Rahgozar (in Ahrestan)

o Piré Mehr-Izad (near Abshahi)

o Piré Keshavar(now destroyed)

o Manzelé- Morad (In Khoramshah (d))

o Piré-Belasker (in Maryam-abad)

«Piré-Khajeh-Khezr (near Bafgh)

Not forgetting other Zoroastrian Pilgrimage sites in and
around Yazd

e The Yazd Atashkadeh (Fire Temple In Mahhaleh in Yazd)

o Shah Verahram Izad (in Khoramshah (d))

o The Dakhmeh (The Tower of Silence in Safaeeyéh)

I remain, always at the Service of Ahura Mazda and the
Zoroastrian

Community
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It’s going to be very ironic that I'm starting this article off by
mentioning TikTok, but I owe the readers of the Chehrenama
complete transparency. So I was on Tiktok the other day, and
a standup comedian popped up. I don’t remember who it was,
so I apologize for not giving credit where it’s due. Here’s the
gist.

This guy was talking about how in recent times, there is
such a resounding focus on mindfulness and meditation.
There are apps, books, educational curriculums, and even
retreats dedicated to teaching us how to live in the present
moment. Before the internet and arguably even just before
smartphones, mindfulness wasn’t something to be achieved,
it just was what we did. He talked about how sitting in a bus
staring out the window, or at the person in front of us, or
even a wall, was in itself a form of meditation. Obviously,
he said it in a more funny way than I just did, and then my
patience for the clip ended so I swiped up for the next video.

When I watch TV now, it’s sad to say that most of the time,
I can’t just watch TV. My laptop’s usually in front of me with
several tabs open, and all the while I'm playing Wordhunt on
the Game Pigeon app with my good friend Parisa. In fact,
at this very moment, I'm listening to an episode of Gilmore
Girls I have on in the background while I type. The thought
of sitting down in silence without anything to interact with,
feels so unnatural to me now, when not just long ago, it was
the only thing that was natural.

It’s so much harder for us to do something that used to be
just a given part of being alive. My mom is a pharmacist, and
when I was a kid, she’d bring me into the pharmacy during
the summer. For hours, I would sit in the back with two
empty medicine bottles, going back and forth pouring water
from one bottle to another. That was my meditation, and it
was exhilarating. If I were asked to do that now, I'd probably

MY

ATTENTION SPAN

Roya Behmardian
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enjoy the nostalgia of it all for about 1 minute, and then just
start checking my email.

Our attention spans are shorter than ever because of the
constant stimulation that surrounds us. The whole phenomena
makes us all wonder whether future generations will be
doomed or not. And though it may often feel like we will all
be doomed, it’s also important to remember how much effort,
research, and passion has gone into helping people achieve
mindfulness. With about 70 percent confidence, I can say that
future generations, and their attention spans, will be okay.

Human beings, as a whole, are incredibly resilient. There are
unforeseen problems with every new innovation, and it’s just
a matter of learning how to maintain our humanity with each
one that comes. Though I myself clearly haven’t mastered the
art of mindfulness, 'm becoming aware enough to realize
that I need to start. Somewhere out there is an app, a book,
or even some educational curriculum dedicated to teaching
us all how to be something that was once so natural for us.
Maybe if we choose to embrace what experts have to offer, we
could all go back to living more presently- one moment at a
time.

Roya Behmardian was born and
raised in Southern California. She has
attended CZC's Persian and religious
classes all through her childhood. She
graduated from UCI with a Masters
of Art in teaching and is currently an
elementary school teacher.
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The First Zoroastrian Member of the U. $. Congress
A Path to the Future

By: Golsa Shapour Gheibi, Nusheen Goshtasbi & Dr. Khosro Esfandiar Mehrfar
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Greetings to all & wishing you well, wherever you are & in
whichever city & country you live in.

In the previous 6 articles in the California Zoroastrian Center
prestigious publication, Chehrenama we laid out in English &
Persian language the preliminary plan, the goal & objectives,
reasons & logic, approach, results & other components of this
project. The whole program was explained & presented in a
manner to make sure everything is crystal clear in an open,
straight forward, frank and direct manner.

Since the third article was published about 21 months
ago, we received feedback and comments from Zoroastrian
communities and we aligned the project according to these
constructive input we have been receiving for which we are
grateful.

A few suggestions were to create an online presence in addition
to informing the readers of the California Zoroastrian Center
publication, Chehrenama. In this way some had suggested we
can increase the scope of readership and encompass more of
our Zoroastrian populations all across U.S. After all, this is
not a California based or for that matter any other specific
state within the U.S. The position we are seeking is Federal
and as such, should be for all cities, counties and states of the
Union. We understand and respect those suggestions and will
continue accordingly.

We have also received several offers of helping to design and
build a suitable and specific site to this project for which we are
also thankful and appreciative. In this process we have found
out and surely will find out many more Zoroastrian talents,
mostly our youth who shine in their own communities across
the U.S. and whom we should be aware & know more of,
respect and support. As a minimum, they can be role model
for our own Children. Two of them you all know already,

namely Golsa and Nusheen who both are our talented youth &
our right hand in this program.

Other comments have been to clearly define the requirements
of the candidates to make sure we are all on the same page of
understanding and those who may qualify are not left behind.
This has been also a helpful and constructive input for which
we are thankful as well. Perhaps best medium will be the site
that were suggested by some to be designed and built and we
can have those requirements and other info published online.

Some have looked at this goal in a more pragmatic way in
terms of budgeting and financial. They have advocated that we
live in a Capitalist society in which, money talks and whoever
has more of it, can buy more air time and present herself/
himself & her/his ideas to the public in a more populous way
& thus create a broader base of voters with constant exposures
through the media.

In addition, packaging of a product, an idea or a person
makes all the differences and that will require resources in
form of time and capital. As explained for many of you who
contacted us, we do not accept any money from anybody for
this cause. Any form of financial aid is out of the scope of this
project and we do not get involved nor it is in our charter or
policy to be involved in any form or shape once there is any
kind of financial is involved. There are several reasons that
we do not accept any financial resources offered to us. While
we are sincerely thankful for the Trust that some have put
in us for their generous offering, we think if we accept any
money from anyone, it may bind us and as such, we cannot
stay independent, unbiased, impartial, and objective. This in
no way, means that we have received any conditions or strings
attached, however, to simply do the job properly and proceed
towards our common goal of making the very first Zoroastrian
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member of the U.S. Congress a reality, we must and will stay
objective & independent with no financial help from any
individuals or institutions.

As far as the cost of this operation is concerned, we all work
as volunteers focused on the same common goal we all have.
Our ultimate prize will be to see the day that our representative
is sworn in, at the U.S. Congress. That is the goal and that is
the day we all are working towards. And we are sure, in this
process we will meet many new Friends as we have got to know
them since we started this project.

Some have brought to our attention a valid point which
can be a cause of concern for the success or failure of this
project. Interestingly, almost all of these good people are living
in states other than California. Some inputs have come from
New York. The commonality of these groups of people has
been the fact that they live in districts that does not have too
many Zoroastrians. In fact, in several separate districts that
they live, they have very few Zoroastrians for that matter.
Consequently, they have shared with us a valid point of view
that how can a Zoroastrian candidate get to be elected by the
People of that district when the population of that specific
demographics in our case Zoroastrians (Iranians & Parsis as a
united group of Citizens) or even just Iranians are so low. To
that we have responded that it is not as simple as it seems, in
fact it is complicated. We have refereed them to the first few
articles we wrote and published in the California Zoroastrian
Center publication, Chehrenama which addressed this very
valid concern indirectly.

In those articles as part of a list of 11 reasons to initiate,
plan and proceed with this project, there was the fact that
the name of Zarathustra and for that matter Zoroastrian
carries a heavy weight in the eyes of the beholders IF they are
aware of Zarathustra and known us as the believers and not
followers of that great man. We are known as honest, kind,
generous, caring, highly educated people, dedicated to the
cause of Humanity. Zoroastrians are known for their selfless
contributions to the well-being of all the people regardless of
their religion, ethnicity, color, etc. So many examples in Yazd,
Kerman, Tehran, Zahedan, Abadan, Ahvaz and other Iranian
cities and so many examples in various cities of India have
been documented in many books by non-Zoroastrian scholars.
Same with other countries such as Singapore, Zinzibar & cities
like Hong Kong, etc.

Schools, hospitals, clinics, charity organizations, progression
& advancement of better life for all the people, etc. are the
hallmark of us as Zoroastrians. This fact is fundamental
to the success of this project, specially if the population of
those who know about Zoroastrians in that district is high
enough regardless of their personal religion &/or belief. So,
one criteria for the success of this project is not just a high
number of Zoroastrians but high number of people (voters)
in that district and the degree they know about Zarathustra
and Zoroastrians. The fact that the nominated candidate is

of Zoroastrian background, is a major contributing factor
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for the success of this project and increases the * electability °
of her/him should the proper plan in that district is devised,
implemented and executed by a competent team. These are all
part of what we call 3rd level planning once the candidates are
known from a group of nominees.

After we finished this article a few months ago, with the
help of some of our talented Youth we took the initiative of
planning, designing, developing, and implementing a website.
This initiative was basically the idea & the suggestion of many
of you, our dear readers and supporters and we took it to the
heart. The site is not fully implemented yet, but does have
some areas that you may be interested, can take a look at,
surf, express your opinion, provide constructive feedback and
communicate with us. You can now find us online at https://
CIHcenter.com/ZUSC/

Here you can read our plan and previous articles & get to
know our Team as referenced in our CZC official publication,
the prestigious Chehrenama.

For more general info about the site, you can login to https://
CIHcenter.com where you get a bigger picture of our efforts
through this initiative.

Till next report, may the Love and Wisdom of our Ancestors
be with you at all times.

Dr. Khosro Esfandiar Mehrfar came to US. in 1979 to pursue his
higher education. He has served the Zoroastrian communities in various
capacities. Dr. Mehrfar lives in Orange County, California with his wife

Roya and their Families.

Nusheen grew up as an cative
member of the CZC youth in
Southern California. She is a
graduate of Yale University &
the

Irvine and currently working at

University of California,

a critical care pediatric unit in a
New York hospital. She has been
recipients of various awards in her
educational & professional career.

Golsa was born in Kerman, Iran.
Currently she is a Ph.D. student
CA.
She is a member of Reisman lab
at CalTech. Golsa finished her 4
years at UC Berkeley at the top

at Caltech in Pasadena,

of her class and on the dean’s
honor list every single year. She
loves literature & poetry and
writes poems in her free time.
Her writings are mostly about
her
Zoroastrian

motherland of Iran and
religion.
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@ ENCVCLOPAEDIA IRANICA

Z.oroastrianism

A Collection of Articles

University of Utah,
3 Middle East Center

Book Review by: Rasoul B. Sorkhabi

Mahnaz Moazami

EHA IRANICA FOUTNDATION

Encyclopedias of Zoroastrianism

Blackwell Companions to Religion), edited by Michael
Stausberg, Yuhan Sohrab-Dinshaw Vevaina, and Anna
Tessmann. Published by Wiley Blackwell, Chichester (UK).700
pp- Hardcover (2015). US$207. Paperback (2022) US$53.95 (print
on demand). Kindle eBook US $43

Zoroastrianism: A Collection of Articles from the Encyclopedia
Iranica, edited by Mahnaz Moazami. Published by Encyclopedia
Iranica Foundation, New York. 2 volumes. 2146 pp. Hardcover
(2016). US$75

While there are a large number of books in English about
Zoroastrian history, religion, and scriptures, an up-to-date
encyclopedia of Zoroastrianism serves has its own nice: It serves
as a handy, reference volume and saves a great deal of time
for the reader to find concise information about a particular
subject. Here I introduce two recent encyclopedic volumes on
Zoroastrianism.

The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Zoroastrianism was first
published in hardcover in 2015, but has been republished in
paperback recently (with some updates and corrections). The
volume is divided into six thematic parts: (1) Zarathustra
Revisited; (2) Periods, Regions and Contexts; (3) Structures,
Discourses, and Dimension; (4) Practices and Sites; (5)
Intersections; and (6) Primary Sources. Each part consists of
several articles written by experts in those particular themes.
Overall, there are 39 articles written by 34 authors from ten
countries. The book opens with an introduction by the editors
on “Scholarship on Zoroastrianism.” The first part contains
eight articles on the life, times, and homeland of Zoroaster and
his Gathas. The second part contains eight articles that deal
with Zoroastrian populations from the pre-Islamic Iran up
until the Zoroastrian diaspora. The third part has six articles
on Zoroastrian myths, doctrines, and laws. The fourth part with
six articles deals with Zoroastrian ethics, rituals, and practices.
The fifth part contains nine articles on the intersections and
interactions of Zoroastrianism with other religious traditions
such as Mithraism, Manicheanism, Hinduism, Judaism,
Christianity, Islam, and Bahaism. The last part of the book
includes three articles on primary Zoroastrian sources in
Avestan, Pahlavi (Middle Persian), New Persian, and Gujarati
languages. The bibliography and indexes at the end of book
amount for over 100 pages. The volume was edited by Michael
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Stausberg (professor of religion at the University of Bergen),
Yuhan Sohrab-Dinshaw Vevaina (professor of Sasanian studies
at the University of Oxford), and Anna Tessmann (a post-
doctoral fellow at Mainz University in Germany). This book is
truly an international labor of love.

Zoroastrianism: A Collection of Articles from the Encyclopedia
Iranica, as evident from its subtitle, is a collection of articles on
various aspects of Zoroastrian religion and history previously
written for and published in the Encyclopedia Iranica that was
directed by Professor Ehsan Yarshater (1920-2018) from 1973
(while he was in Iran) until 2017 (when he was a professor at
Columbia University). While the Encyclopedia Iranica articles
are available online (https://iranicaonline.org/), the collection
of all Zoroastrian articles in these beautiful hardcover volumes
provide easy reading (away from computer screens) and handy
volumes for personal and institutional libraries. Edited by
Mahnaz Moazami (a professor at the University of Columbia’s
Middle East Institute and one who has also served on the
editorial board of the Encyclopedia), the two volumes contain
287 articles categorized under 17 parts: Religious concepts
and philosophy; Zoroaster and Zoroastrianism; Elements
in Zoroastrianism; Divine beings (Yazatas); Demons, fiends
and witches; Zoroastrian literature; Sacrifices and offerings;
Ablutions and purification ceremonies; Prayers, hymns and
incantations; Priestly titles and prominent Zoroastrian priests;
Legal aspects of Zoroastrianism; Death and afterlife; Festivals;
Place of worship; Zoroastrian heroes and adversaries; Mythical
and historical locations; and Parsi communities. Under each
category, articles are arranged alphabetically as should be in an
encyclopedia. There is a bibliography at the end of each article.
The detailed Index (pages 2055-2116) enables the reader to find
exact pages related to a focused item. Contributors come from
various countries and include renowned experts such as Mary
Boyce, Philippe Gignoux, William Malandra, Mansur Shaki,
Prods Oktor Skjaerv®, Ahmad Tafazzoli and others.

I have these two encyclopedias for my personal library and find
them very useful and informative. Interested readers will benefit
from either of these books as well.

Rasoul Sorkhabi, Ph.D., is a professor at the University of
Utah’s Department of Civil & Environmental Engineering and
the Middle East Center.
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